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ii.— Changes  in  adminiftration,  /^.— Lord  George  Germaine 
fecrecary  of  ftate  for  America,  342.— His  charader,  £^.— 
Other  changes,  343.«— Defpondency  of  adminiftration^ /i. 


CHAP.  XXVIIL     1775—1776. 

State  of  Ireland,  page  545.— Effedl  of  the  American  conteft, 
346.— Money  bill  rcjcfted,  /5.— Contradk  refpefting  troops« 
347. — Debated  in  .the  Britifh  parliament,  /3.— Debate  on  the 
treaties  with  German  princes,  350.— In  the  houfe  of  ior^, 
354.— Motion  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  /i.— Debate  on 
the  array  extraordinaries,  359.— The  duke  of  Grafton's  con- 
ciliatory propoiition,  360.— Mr.  Hartley's  propofition  to 
place  America  on  the  fame  footing  as  Ireland,  366.— Saw« 
bridge's  motion  for  that  putpofe,  /i.— Fox's  motion  for  a 
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committee  of  Inquir/,  367.— Wilkes's  motion  for  *  rcfbral 
of  parliament,  369.— Trial  of  thcdivhcfs  ofKingfton,  f5.— 
Motion  for  infpeding  the  powers  of  commiffioners,  370.— • 
Againft  prorogation*  /5*— King^s  fpeechon  terminating  the 
feffion».  ii.— »View  of  the  condudl  and  politics  of  foreign 
powers,  371. — Sute  of  the  prcfs  in  England,  377.— Re* 
eilabliQiment  of  tranquillity  in  the  city,  380. 


CHAP.    XXIX.     1775—1776—1777. 

Tranfadlions  in  America,  page  383.--.EfFortj  of  general  Howe# 
/^. — Stale  of  the*  American  army,  t6» — Inactivity  of  the  Bri* 
ti(h  army,  385.— Wafcington  takes  pofTeffion  of  Dorcheller 
heights,  f^.— Evacuation  of  Bofton,  386.— Severities againft 
loyalifts,  387.— Campaign  in  Canaxia,  388. — Exertions  of 
congrefs  and  of  Arnold,  389.— Carleton  makes  a  fally,  iS* 
—Blockade  of  Quebec  raifed,  390.— -Aflion  at  Trois  Ri- 
vieres, 391.— ifhc  Americans  evacuate  Canada,  392.— • 
"Great  exertions  on  both  fidps  to  prepare  naval  force,  /^.-» 
The  American  fleet  defeated  and  deftroyed,  393. — Proceed- 
ings in  North  Carolina,  395.— Loyalifts  defeated,  /^.—Ex- 
pedition to  Brunfwick,  396.— Unfuccefsfol  attempt  on  Sul* 
livan's  ifland,  /^.—Proceedings  in  congrefs,  399. — Efforts 
to  attain  independence,  /^.—Publications,  400. — Common 
Senfe,/^.— Congrefs  recommend  to  the  feveral  colonies  to  never 
model  their  governments,  401.— Declaration  of  rights,  404. 
Difcuffion  of  independency,  /^.— It  is  carried,  40 5. —-Declara- 
tion of  independency,  Z^.— Its  reception  by  the  people  and 
the  army,  409.— Britifti  plan  of  campaign,  411.— Arrival  of 
lord  Howe,  /^. — Attempt  to  negotiate  with  Wafliington,  412. 
Refifted  on  a  pica  of  form,  /^.—Further  efforts,  413.— Let- 
ter to  Franklin,  /^. — Battle  of  Brooklyn,  i^.— Retreat  of  the 
Americans  to  New  York,  416.— Renewed  negotiation,  418* 
.^Committee  of  congrefs  confer  with  tiie  Britiih  commif- 
fioners, 420. — Treaty  terminated,  422.— Declaration  of  the 
commiflionerSf  423.-— Preparations  for  the  atuck  of  New 
York,  424.— Capture  of  the  city,  425.— wiuch  is  fet  09 
fire  by  American  incendiaries,  427.-~6attle  of  White  Plains^ 
429»'— -Captttreof  Fort  Wafhington^  430.-»Succe{sful  invafio« 
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of  New  Jcrfcy,  43i.<— *Difpo(ition  of  tlic  Bxiuili  troops  in 
winter  quarters,  432.— Expedition  to  Rhode  ifland,  r^.-*- 
Capture  of  general  Lee,  ih. — ^Exertions  of  congrefs,  434. 
Articles  of  con  federation »  435. — Other  meafares*  /^.-^They 
retire  to  Baltimore,  436. — Miferable  Ibiteof  their  army,  ik. 
The  Heffians  Rationed  at  Trenton  furprized  by  Waibington^ 
439.-— Lord  Cornwallis  returns  to  the  Britiih  army>  442.— 
Waihington  farprizes  Princeton,  443.— And  recover  the 
Jerfeys»  444.— General  obfervations  on  the  campaign,  445. 

CHAP.    XXX.     1776— 1777. 

Meeting  of  parliaiBent,/^^/  449. — King's  %eech,  /^.<— Debates 
on  the  addrefs,  450.«-Difilerence8  in  opinion  among  the 
jDembcrs  of  oppofition,  458.-*I)ebate  on  the  proclama- 
tioft  at  New  York,  46o.<-^Partial  feceffion  of  oppofitioq^ 
4fi4.<*»]tecefii,  4j66.-^Attempt  to  bum  the  royal  arfe- 
aaki  i^.«*-Bill  for  fnfpending  the  habeas  corpus^  467.— 
Amanded  m  the  coimnittee^  47^.-*-A6l  fav  ifiiiing  let- 
ters of  marque,  471..— Lord  Chatham's  motion  refpeding 
Amorica*  ih. — Debates  on,  taxes  and  fnpp]ie»>  47d«-^ 
King's  aieflagc  refpe«Sling  the  arrears  of  the  dTiI  lift,  f^.-« 
Sopplf  giaiiicd,48^3f.— Debate  and  protefb  in  the  lords,  484. 
r-SpMch.  of  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  on  prefenting  the  bill  to 
tbekimg,  «&.— Hr  is  thanked  by  tbe  houfe,  485.— Debate  on 
thefobjeft,  f^,— His  condod  more  decifively  approved;  486. 
«^k>le  of  the  feffioo,  487^— King's  fpeech,  /^.«— Sute  of 
the  public  mind»  f^«««-'State  and  views  of  foreign  powers 
with  refped  to  Great  Britain ,  488. 

CHAP.    XXXr.     1776—1777. 

Extenfive  powers  granted  to  Waihington,  page  495.— Ameri- 
can oath  of  allegiance^  496k — Wtibfngton's  proclamation, 
497.— State  of  his  army*  ih, — Supplies  from  France,  499.— 
Expeditions,  ih, — To  Peck's  >ill,  /^.— Danbury,  /i^.— And 
otluer  places,  501. — American  expedition  to  Sagg's  harbour, 
f^.— Movement  of  Waftiington,  503. — Of  the  Britifh  army, 
»*.-^Howc  nukes  a   feigned  retreat,   504.—- A^on   near 

Quibble 
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Quibble  town,  f^.— Howe  evacuates  the  Jcrfeys,  5C5.-* 
Capture  of  general  Prcfcott,  /^.— The  Brittih  army  embarks 
for  the  Delaware,  /^.— Lands  at  the  head  of  Elk,  506.— 
Howe's  proclamation,!*. — ^Battle  of  Brandy  wine,  507. — Sur- 
prife  of  general  Wayne,  510.— .Capture  of  Philadelphia,  rf. 
^Strong  defence  of  the  Delaware,  5 1 1 .— Billingfport  taken, 
512.-— A^on  at  German  town,  513. — Attack  on  Red  Bank, 
5i4^««>Lofsof  the  Augoftaand  Merlin,/*. — ^The enemy's  forts 
at  length  taken,  5 1 5.— Waihington  encamps  at  White  Marlh, 
I*.— Huts   his    army  at  Valley   Forge,  »*.— Sir  William 
Howe  fixes  in  winter  quarters,   516.— Campaign   of  the 
Northern  army,  /*. — ^Obfcrvations  on  the  employment  of 
favages,  5 1 7.— Burgoyne  arrives  at  Crown  Point,  519.— 
Warfeaft,  520.«^peech  and  proclamation,  /*.— 'Crown  Point 
and  Ticonderoga  taken,  521.— Purfuit  of  the  enemy,522.— 
Delays  and  difficulties  of  Burgoyne's  army,  523.— Procla- 
mation by  Burgoyne  and  Schuyler,  524. — Siege  of  Stanwix^ 
c26-*Baifed,  /*. — Expedition  to  Bennington,  527.— Defeat 
of  colonel  Baum,  528.— And  Breymann,  <*.— <^ates  com- 
matids  the  Americans,  530.— Burgoyne  advances  to  Sara- 
toga, /*.— Battle  of  Still-water,  531.— The  Americans  dc- 
ftroy  the  tranfports,  532. — ^Increaling  difficulties  of  Bur- 
goyne, 1*.— His  Ibes  attacked,  533.— He  falls  back  to  Sa- 
ratoga.  i*.— And  furrcnddrs  by  convention,  5  3if.— Proceed, 
ings  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  535.— Takes  forts  Clinton  and 
Montgomery,  536. — The  Americans  burn  theirfleet,  538.— 
Burning  of  Efopus,  /*. — ^Examination  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton's condua  with  rcfpcft  to  a  co-operation   with   Bur- 
goyne, 539. 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTIETH: 
1770 — 1774. 

Affairs  of  India. -^Caufes  of  mi/management. 
— Lojs  of  the  fupervUbrs.  —  Famine  in  In- 
dia. —  Monopoly.  —  Extreme  dijirefs^  and 
prodigious  mortality.  —  Retention  cf  the 
fums  Jlipulated  by  treaties.  -^Effect  of 
thefe  events  in  England.  —  Impotence  of 
the  company.  —  Difficulties  in  regulating 
their  tranf actions.  — Their  improvidence.  — 
Select  committee  appointed  in  the  houfe  of 
commons. — Increajing  dijirefs  of  the  com' 
pany.  —  They  negotiate  a  loan.  -^ Appoint  fu- 
pervifors.^^  Notice  of  their  affairs  in  the 
Jpeech  from  the  throne.  —  Secret  committee 
appointed.^^ Select  committee  continued.-^ 
Firji  report  of  the  fecret  committee.  —  De- 
bate  on  the  motion  for  a  bill  to  prevent  fend- 
ing out  fupervifors.  —  Proceedings  of  the 
directors.  —  Their  petition  a^ainjl  tfie  bill. 
-^Burke's  fpeech.-^ Bill  pay es  the  houfe  of 
commons.— Oppo fed  in  the  lords. — Faffed.  -— 
Dividends  reduced.  —  Amplication  to  Farlia- 
mnt  for  a  loan.  '^  Rejtrictions  on  the  com- 
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pany.  —  Leave  granted  to  export  tea,  duty 
jreCy  to  AmeK^a.-T-'G^ue^al  regttlations. — 
Oppofition  to  thefe  meafures. — '-Attack  en 
lord  Clive.  —  His  dejeupe.-^  Renewed  attack. 
•^^  Motion  of'  seneral  Burgoyne.  — Charge 
againjl  l^rd  Cl¥ve  relative-  tQ  the  depojition 
of  Surajah  Dowlah.^^His  defence,  — Ex- ^ 
culpatory  refolutian.  —  Continued  rancour 
againji  him,  —  He  is  ably  defended  by  TFed" 
dcrburne.  —  His  death,  —  Contcji  with  the 
Black  Carribs  of  St.Vincenfs  —  Early  hip 
tory  of  the  ijland. — DiJiinctio7i  between  Red 
and I}lackCarribs,-*^The Fre}fch  obtain  ^.A^* 
tlement. — The  ijland  ceded  to  Great  Briiai?i^ 
—  Proceedings  of ^Qvernnkfint,  "^Conduct  of 
the  Carribs,  —  Mr,  Young's    memorial.  — 
Survey  ordered.  -^  Proceedings  kf  th^  com^ 
Tyijioners.--^  Hojiility  of  the  Black  Carribs. 
.  --T  Their  fuj'i her  vioie2iC€s^-^  Artifices  of  the 
Iirench.^  Alarms  and  remo»jSrances  ojf^  the 
planters^  —  Efforts    of   the   lieutenant-go* 
xermn^^Oirders  of  government.  ^Tncreaf 
,    iiig  infoknct  of  the  Carribs.-^ Reprefenia* 
.Jiwi^  of  the^  planters  to  the  king.-^^Deputa- 
ii^n  of  the  Carribs  to  Qrenada.-^ Interview 
.  between  the  Britijh  commffieners  and  the 
.  Carrib^.^'r^Treacbe?^  of  the  French. -^ R^^ 
monfi ranees  from  the  iftand'.'-^Hoftile  op^^ 
'  rations  againji  the  Carribs. '^DiJcu//ion  if t 
jhe  koufe  of  commons. '^JVltneffis  examined^ 
— r Mr. * Townjkend's  tnotions.^-^Termination 
of  the  CQnteJi.-^Increafe  of  pay  of  captains 
in  the  navy.^^  Bill-  for  relief  of  dijenters 
rejected. 

CHAP,  r  I  MIE  affairs  of  Jndianow  again  claimed  the 
K,,^!^  X  attention  of  the  public,  and  the  intcrfe- 
l^r^^   rcnce  of  the  Icoiflature;  the  brilliant  profpecl 
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exhibited  in  1 765  was  overcaft :  the  accounts  Ca  a  f. 
£rom  India  prefcnted  nothing  bnt  rapine,  tv^   sj^^ 
numy,  and  mifcry ;  while  the .  fidance^  of  the     1770*  . 
company  feemed   irreparabiy  deranged^    and 
their  trade  ahnoil  dagnant 

Thb  remotencfs  of  the  court  ofdiredlor^  Caufctof 
from  the  country  fubje6led  to  their  govern-  nj^^'^f 
inent   facilitated   abuies^   and   rendered  theii* 
commands  cdntemptible  and  unavailing.   Men 
who  became  rich  by  difobeying  the.  orders  of 
their  employers,  and  by  an  unprincipled  difre- 
gard  of  the  ordinary  di6lates  of  juilice,    re- 
turned elated  with  their  acquifitions,  and  nolT    < 
Qfily  defied  puniihment;    but  their  clamours 
agaiaft  others,  who  had  ihared  in  or  impeded 
their   fiiccefs,    rapidly  augmented  the   wkle- 
^teading  and  weH-fdunded  *odhim  which  pre- 
vailed a^iofi  the  admiaiitration  in  India, 

Fortune  alfo  combined  agaiiift  the  com-  Lofsofth^ 
pany:  the  ihip  in  which  the  fupervifors  failed,  ^"P^|"- 
from  whole  exertions  the  moft  beneficial  effefts 
were  expa&ed,.  was  loft,  and  no  certain  ac- 
counts ever  received  of  the  time  or  manner  of 
the  cataftrophe ;  thus,  for  a  while,  abufes  were 
iufiercd  to  remain  uncontrouled,  becaufe  the 
^ration  of  the  meafure  intended  for  fupprefT- 
ing  them  was  fufpended,  and  a  new  appoint- 
ment could  not,  with  propriety,  be  made. 

In  the  year  which  fucceeded  the  improvi-  Famine  m 
dent  and  ruinous  war  with  Hyder  Ally,  a  great  ^°^**- 
failure  was  occafioned  in  the  crops  of  rice,  by 
the  uncommon  drynefs  of  the  leafon.  Not- 
withftanding  the  ftri^  prohibitions  of  the  court 
of  direflors  againft  the  interference  of  their 
fervants  in  tlie  inland  trade,  this  opportunity 
was  eagerly  feized,  by  interefted  and  unprin- 
cipled individuals,  to  enhance  the  public  mi- 
fcry, and  accumulate  immenfe  fortunes  from 
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CHAP,  the  gfoans  of  famine  and  defpair.   When  tIi(J 
y,^^  ftite.of  the  feafon  made  it  apparent  that  the 
1770.     crop  of  rice  would  be  geneially  defective,  the 
Monopoly.  £jjgjjfjj  caoitalifts  became  eager  pnrchafers,  ancJ 
fucR  was  the  effefil  of  their  pernicious  induftry^ 
that  the  natives,  before  they  apprehended  the 
extent  of  their  combinations,  were  already  ex- 
pofed  to  the  pceffure  of  diftrefs,  and  complained 
to  the  nabob  that  the  Engliih  had  ingrofled  all 
the  rice.    A  traffic  of  unexampled  iftiquity  now 
began ;   rice,  which  Irad  been  purehafed  at  a 
hundred  and  twenty  or  a  hundred  and  forty 
•    ^eers*  for  a  rupee,  was  re-delivered  to  black 
merchants  at  the  rate  of  fifteen feers  for  a  rupee ; 
this  enormous  effort  of  avarice  was  fufficient  ta 
reduce  the  inhabitants  of  India,  whofe  chief 
April  and   food  is  rice,  to  uttQr  defpair ;  when  their  di(lre(s 
^*y-        was  increafed  by  the  burning  of  feveral  grana^ 
ries  in  which  the  black  merchants  had  depofited 
Extreme     their  purchafes.   The  nabob  and  great  men  of 
diftreft  of   ihg  country  having  exhaufted  their  ftores  in 
enaives.  y^^^^^qIq^^i  donations  to   the  poor,    and  the 
fields  no  longer  affording  the  means  of  fubfift^ 
ence,  the  cities  were  thronged  with  ftarving 
multitudes,  who  in  the  agonies  of  death  im- 
plored  a  termination  of  thofe  miferies  from 
\ihich  they  were  not  permitted  to  hope  relief* 
Prodigious  Tlioufauds  died  daily  in  the  ftreets;    the  air 
moriaiity.   ^^.^^  intetTtcd  With   the   unwholcfome    exhala- 
tion; oiie  hundred  men  were  coriftantly  em- 
ployed on  the  company's  account  in  Calcutta, 
with  fledges  and  other  vehicles,  to  remove  the^ 
dead,  aud  throw  them  intothe  Ganges.     Un- 
ufual  quantities  of  dogs,  jackalls,  aiid  vultures 

^  A  feer  is  the  fortieth  part  of  a  maund  $  a  mannJ  an  undetermmed 
quantity ;  in  Bengal  it  is  from  71  to  80  pCHinds:  a  feer  may  there- 
fore be  eltimatfrd  about  two  poim-is« 
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^©cked  to  the  fcene  of  defolation,  aiMl  by  de-  chap; 
vouring  the  desid,  added  inconceivably  to  the   ^J^^ 
geaeral  horrors  of  the  fpeftack.    The  Euro-     *77«* 
pean^,  who  no  longer  poflefled  any  great  quan^- 
lity  of  rice,  could  Bot  cffedually  relieve  the 
miferable  Gentoos,  and  were  themfelves  fevere 
fuiferers  by  this  uiiexpefted  effeA  of  their  int* 
quitous  monopoly :    the  river  being  filled  with 
human  carcafles,  1i(h  was  no  longer  confidered 
wholefome  food ;  hogs,  geefe,  and  ducks,  feed- 
ing alfo  on  the  dead,  nautton  became  the  only 
innoxious  aliment,  and  even  Ais,  from  the  na* 
ture  of  the  feafon,  was  poor  and  fcaice.    Thus 
were  the  miferable  natives  haraffed  and   de^ 
ftroyed,  till  ^eans  could  be  adopted  for  facili* 
tating  their  fubfiftence  till  the  next  harveft; 
and  thus,  by  the  a6l  of  interefted  individuals, 
tranfgreffing  no  lefs  the  orders  <jf  their  emr 
ployers  than  the  laws  of  humanity,  was  an  un- 
merited reproach  entailed  on  the  Britiih  name. 
The  company »  far  from  being  benefited,  was  ir- 
rq)arably  injured   by  thefe    iniquities,    which 
tended  only  to  the  aggrandizement  of  Ipecu* 
lifts,  who  acquired  unlimited  wealth,  while  the 
coffers  of  the  direftors  remained  empty,  ap4 
their  beft  hopes  fruftrated.'* 

No  fpirited  or  general  meafure  was  attempted  Reteotjon 
for  the  pnrpofe  of  reftoring  order  to  govern-  fj^jjf  ^"T* 
ment,  and  plenty  to  finance ;  bxit  petty  refump-  by^treaiUs.  . 
lions,  and  violations  of  the  treat v  of  1765,  were 
confidered  as  the  means  of  repairing  the  de- 
ficiency which  threatened  ruin  to  their  affairs. 
With  this  view,  orders  were  iiiued  by  the  feled  ^Jt^*^ 

,   or  their  refident  to  withhold  at  leaft 
thirty  lacks  from  the  tribute  and  other  allow- 

1 

^  Accoimt  of  the  late  dreadful  famine  in  India.— -Tranfa^ions  in  i 

iiUia^  Chap.  ?• 
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CHAP*  'aiTces,  fa  that  the  receipts  and  difburfementl 
^^      might  bear  fome  proportion  to  each  other/ 

It  was  not  poiTible  for  the  Britifli  nation  to 
behold  this  progrefs  of  iniquity  and  calamity 
without  fentiments  of  anxiety  and  terror.  The 
Eaft  India  company  was  no  longer  a  firm  of 
merchants  trading  on  a  private  capital  to  a  dif* 
tant  fhore ;  the  pofleflions  in  India  were  not 
fimply  beneficial  appendages  connefted  with 
the  empire :  but  fuch  was  the  intermixture  of 
their  revenues  with  the  pubKc  finance;  fuch 
tl)e  intimate  inteitexture-  of  their  commerce 
with  the  property  and  welfare  of  the  llafce; 
fuch  the  union  of  intereft  and  co-exiftence  of 
the.  company  with  government,  that  its  ruin 
was  regarded  as  portending  downfal  to  the 
whole  edifice  of  the  Britifh  empire.* 

The  company  could  not,  by  themfelves,  or 
the  utmoft  exercife  of  any  authorities  with 
which  they  were  invefted,  remedy  the.  growing 
evils.  They  were,  in  faft,  without  importance 
in  affairs  over  which  they  nominally  prefided. 
Radical  defeds  jn  their  veiy  inftitution ;  their 
diftance  from  the  fcene  of  action ;  their  being 
individually  called  from  narrow  and  confined 
occupations  to  the  extenfive  field  of  political 
management ;  their  fugitive  authority,  the  du- 
ration of  which  was  merely  fuflicient  for  the 
tranfportation  of  orders ;  and  their  want  of  ac- 
quaintance with  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  regions  committed  to  their  fuperinten- 
dence;  rendered  them  liable  to  be  deceived,  di-. 
minilhed  their  importance,  and  frequently  fane-. 

c  Bengal  felefl  confultations.  It  is  to  be  obrenredi  that  on  the 
death  of  Najim  ul  Dowlah  (Sth  May  1.766)  the  allowance  to  tlm 
iiaix}b  was  reduced  from  5^  lacks  to  41  lacks  8t.,i3i  rupees  a  year. 

<*  The  right,  intereft,  and  duty  of  government,  as  concerned  in  tbo 
affairs  of  the  £a(l  Indies^  by  governcr  Pownall^  pt  4. 

tioned 
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tioned  a  difrefi:ard  of  tiJeir  commands.  It  too  ch  A^. 
often  happened  that  A  feat  in  the  couit  of  di-  ^^ 
fi^»r^  waA  folicited  merely  as  a  fource  of  pa-  x??^- 
tronage,  a«  the  means  of  providing  for  relations 
aad  clependents ;  and  while  fuch  motives  M'ere 
tafily  clifcCTnible,  the  behefts  of  fuch  mafters,  de- 
livered in  pompous  diftion,  land  with  the  info- 
lence  of  defpotic  power,  met  with  little  regard 
from  thofe  to  whom  they  werfe  addreffed,  and 
who,  in  faft,  only  obeyed  them  when  they  ac- 
corded with  their  own  views.  Thofe  who  re- 
turned inriched  from  India,  and  obtained  (eats 
at  the  board,  made  ufe  of  their  authority  in 
procuring  their  own  immunity,  and  in  protect- 
ing and  iupporting  the  friends  whom  they  had 
left  employed  in  the  attainment  of  a  furrep- 
titious  and  exhorbitant  fortune.*" 

The  prefentllate  of  the  company  ^ras  a  dif-  pifficirftin 
ficult  problem  in  government;  their  chartere  Sn^h^^-" 
guaranteed  both  their  authorities  and  poflef-  txanfic 
iions;  but  it  was  obvious  that  neither  fuch  ])of-  •^'*"*' 
fdfions,  nor  fuch  authorities,  were  in  view  when 
the  charters  were  granted,  nor  were  they  com 
f atible  with  the  nature  of  government,  or  fup- 

C>rted  by  any  precedent  in  ancient  or  modern 
ftory.  On  general  principle,  their  poflef- 
fioas,  in  the  exciufive  fenfe,  MTre  not  tenable;' 
yet  as  they  were  graduallv  acquired,  and  the 
claims  of  the  company  lanctioned  by  official 
a&s  of  government,^   anv  attempt  to  difturb 

'  Hiftory  and  management  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  ^^^R'  ^** 
fin  rhc'year  1757,  the  attorney  and  folicUor  general.  Men".  Pratt 
and  Vorke,  united  in  opinion,  that  it  was  not  warranted  by  precedent, 
nor  agreeable  to  found  policy,  nor  to  the  tenor  of  the  charters  which 
had  been  laid  before  them,  to  make  a  general  gmnt,  not  only  of  pall 
iwi  ot  future  contingent  conquefts,  made  upon  any  power,  European 
cr  Indian,  to  a  trading  company*  Governor  Pownal's  pamphlet, 
?ho?e  quoted,  p.  17. 
f  Pariigiibvly  during  t]ie  late  treaty  of  pca^e  at  Paris. 

p  4  tbeugt 
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them  could  not  fail  of  being  regarded  with 
jealoufy  and  apprehenfion. 

But  the  time  was  now  arrived  when  the  ac- 
tive exertion  of  government  became  neceflary. 
The  malverfation  of  affairs  h^d  grown  to  a  mod 
awful  extent:  the  company,  with  thoughtlefs  pro- 
digality, plunged  into  unlimited  expences;  they 
difljurled  for  fortifications  alone  3,728,5521.;** 
and  although  incapable  of  perfonning  their 
exifting  engagements,  declared  very  high  divi- 
dends ;  while  the  factions  which  rent  the  India 
houfe  rather  portended  a  perpetuation  of  dif- 
trefs  through  anarchy,  than  an  extrication 
from  difficulty  by  vigilance,  prudence,  and  per- 
feverance. 

During  the  late  feffion,  a  bill  was  propofed, 
for  regulating  the  fervants  and  court  of  judi- 
cature of  the  Eaft  India  company.  This  mea- 
fure  originated  in  the  India  houfe ;  the  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  Sullivan,  deputy- chainnan  of 
the  court  of  direftors,  who  ftated,  that  the  bad 
profpe6l  of  aifairs  in  India  was  occafioned  by 
the  want  of  power  in  the  direftors,  to  punifh 
their  fervants  for  difobedience  or  malpractices. 
The  enormities  complained  of  in  India,  he  faid, 
arofe  from  the  folecifm  in  politics,  that  the  go- 
vernors of  a  country  were  allowed  to  aft  as  mer- 
chants, which  gave  birth  to  an  odious  and 
deftru6tive  monopoly.  The  bill,  after  fome 
oppofition,  was  brought  in,  but  did  not  pafs. 
As  one  of  the  great  objedions  againft  it  was 
the  want  of  due  information,  a  feleft  com- 
mittee of  thirty-one  members  was  appointed,* 

on 


*  Firft  report  of  fcleft  committee.    Reports,  vol.  iv.  p,  30. 
'    *  The  committee  confided  of  the  following  perfons ;  culonel  Bur* 
goynci    Sir  William  Merediih^   Sir  George  Savilei  lord  George 
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OH  the  motion  of  colonel  Burgoyne,  to  inquire  char 
into  the  nature,  ftate,  and  condition  of  the  Eaft      ^^• 
India  company^  and  of  theBritidiafiairs  inthe     i77«< 
Eaft  Indies. 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  the  diftrefs  1^^^}^'^^ 
of  the  company  was  confiderably  augmented :  thi 
the  inconveniences  resulting  from  mifconduft  i«"y- 
became  preiling,  and  increafed  in  an  alarming 
degree.    The  treafuiy  was  empty,  and  bills  ac- 
cepted to  an  amount  exceeding  a  million  fter- 
ling  were  nearly  payable ;  the  company  was  in- 
debted to  the  bank  for  cafli  advanced,  to  the 
revenue  for  cuftom-houfe  duties,    and  to  the 
treafury  for  the  annual  ftipulatcd  payment,  as 
well  as  on  an  agreement  rcfpeciiiig^n  indem- 
nification for  teas,  which  was  attended  with 
great  lofs.*"     They  were  befieged  with  multifa- 
rious demands,    wliile  the  intelligence  from 
India  prefented  no  confolatory  profpects.* 

Distracted  with  internal  diflenfions,  atid  T^iey 
alarmed  at  the  difpofition  manifefted  by  go-  ^^ 
vernment  to  interfere  decifively  m  the  arrange- 
ment of  their  affairs,  fear  and  jealoufy  were 
confpicuous  in  all  their  proceedings.  They 
were,  however,  obliged  to  negotiate  Math  the 
miniftry  for  a  loan,  to  anfu  er  their  immediate 
exigences;  yet,  as  if  anxious  to  ihew  an  in- 
dependence iu  authority  which  tliey  no  longer 


Gennaincy  Rofe  Fuller,  F.  Vane,  colonel  Barre,  the  attorney  and  fo, 
^icitor  general^  lord  Howe,  Robert  Sutton,  Thomas  Piir,  WtrlKoiv 
Ellii,  Sir  Gilheit  Ellioit,  George  Rice,  Puhncy,  C.  J.  Fox,  Corn- 
wall, lord  Folkcftonc,  general  Conway,  HMtliam,  H.  Ongley,  G. 
Johoftone,  alfierman  Trccothick,  Edward  Bacon,  A..  Curzon,  Sir 
John  Turner,  capiain  Pnipps,  Mr.  Gregory,  lord  Clive,  and  Mr. 
Sirachey  t  any  fcvcii  to  he  a  committee. 

*  Annual  Regiitcr  1773,  p.  67.  Hiftory  of  lord  North**  admini- 
firation,  p.  85. 

I  They  fuffcrcd  a  fevere  bfs  by  the  hlowing-tip  of  a  powder-ma- 
fjuine  at  Trichinopoly,  which  occafioiicd  a  grievous  and  €:iteniivfe 
4</lni^ion  of  lives  aad  pi  opsi  ly.  ^ 

poffeiTcd 
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^HAP.  poffeffed  the  means  of  retaining:,  they  raflily 
.yj^^    proceeded  to  nominate  a  frefli  committee  of 
i77»-      fupervifors  for  India." 

Appdft*        T"  ^  fii'ft  'or^  <^*'  *^  treafury  received  their 

/uper-        application  for  a  loan  with  haughty  referve, 

>?ifors.        jji^j  referred  them  to  parliament,  the  meeting 

of  which  being  intended  for  an  early  day,  no 

^  meafures  were  purfued  for  giving  elfeft  to  the 

vote  for  new  fupervifors. 

«6iiiNov.       In  the  fpeech  from  the  throne  on  tiie  firft 

Notice  of    ^lay  of  the  feflion,  the  king  faid,  "  It  is  impof- 

khsiV      "iible  that  I  can  look  with  indifference  upon 

the  King'8  "  whatever  concenis  either  the  commerce  and 

fpcccb.       a  revenue  of  the  kingdom  at  large,  or  the  pri- 

"  vate  rights  and  interefts  of  confiderable  num- 

"  hers  among  my  people :  neither  can  I  be  in* 

*'  fenfible  how  materially  every  one  of  thelfe 

"  great  objefta  mull  be  interefted  in  the  main- 

^^  tenance  of  the  credit  and  profpcrity  of  the 

"  Eaft  India  company.    When,  therefore,  I  re- 

"  ceived  information  of  the  difficulties  in  which 

^'  that  company  appear  to  be  involved,  I  de- 

*-  termined  to  give  you  an  early  opportunity  of 

**  informing  yourfelves  fully  of  the  true  Itate 

'"  of  their  affairs ;  and  of  making  fuch  provi-^ 

"  fions  for  the  common  benefit  and  fecurity  oF 

"  'd}l  the  various  interefts  concerned,   as  you 

*'  fliall  find  beft  adapted  to  the  exigences  of 

<'  the  cafe." 

$ecret  Jn  the  debate  on  the  addrefs,    the  fubjeft 

fommiitce   came  immediately  under  difcuffion,    and   asi 

'^*^^*^^**"^*^* '   foon  asi  that  \yas  voted,  lord  North  moved  for 

afccret  committee  of  thirteen  members,  chofen 

by  ballot,  to  t^ke  into  confideration  the  affairs. 

■»  Tlic  perfons  nominated  were  lieutenant-general  Monckton, 
Gwrgc  Cuming,  William  Dc\'aync$,  Pctcx  (^afcJles^  PaAJei  ^^'kTy 
W^d  Edward  Wheeler^  efi^rs^ 

7     .  of 
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^f  the  company^  which  was  agreed  to  without  chap* 
adivifiou."   This  committee  was  fu rniftied  with  s^ym^ 
full  powers,  and  particularly  inftru6led  to  take      V m\. 
into  conlideration  the  meaftire  of  fending  out  ^° 
fupervifors.  The  feleft  committee  of  the  preced-  Select 
inir  year,  fome  members  of  which  thought  their  «^o'""^*^ 

_P»''^.    ,,  1111  ^  continued- 

labours  too  Ihghtly  regarded  by  the  new  nomi- 
nation, was  alio  revived. 

.   The   fecret  committee  proceeded  in  their  Firftrepoiit 
bufmefs  with  extraordinary  difpatch, '  and  in  of  the  k- 
feven  days  after  their  appointment,  prefented  ^tta!™* 
a  report  on  the  propofed  mcafure  of  fending  out  j^i^cc. 
fupervifors,  recommending  a  bill  to  prevent  its 
being  carried  into  cffeft. 

Mr.  Harley  having  delivered  tliis  report,  as  Debate  on 
chairman  of  the  committee,  immediately  propof-  «he  mctioa 
ed  to  bring  in  the  bill :  the  rapidity  with  which  jo'^pr^^lnt 
the  report  was  prepared,  and  the  unexpe6ted  tiic  iieuding; 
mannerin  which  it  was  introduced,  did  notefcape  ^yj?  *^J**^ 
animadveriion.      Several  directors,   who   were 
members,  contended  that  the  report  was  uncon-. 
ftitutional  and  unneceflary,  as  the  expence  at- 
tending the  commiflion  was  not  yet  afcertKined, 
and  the  direclors  had  refolved  to  fufpend  their 
propofed  meafure  until  the  determination  of 
parliament  ihould  be  known.      Lord  North, 
reafoning  from  analogy,  and  a  comparilbn  of 
the  charges  of  the  late  conimiffion  of  fupervi-> 
foriliip  with  the  prefent,  inferred,  that  the  ex- 
pence  could  not  be  lefs  than  1 20,000 1.  a  year, 
and  Wedderburne  flicwed  tlie  futility  of  the 
fuppofed  promife  of  the  court  of  directors.     It 

»  The  members  were  Alderman  Harlsy,  chairman,  (whofc  great 
uncle,  the  firlt  carloc  Oxford,  was  an  arbitrator  chofen  to  adjuit  ihe 
interefts  of  the  two  Eall  India  companies,  when  ihty  were  united  iiv 
1 701)  lord  Frederick  Campbell,  iorvl  Palmerftaiic,  Meff.  Rigby> 
5t.inley,  Jcnkinfon,  Jackfoiij  Ficzpatiick,  Burrel,  Ryder,  Waipolc^ 
l&amea,  and  Gilbert, 

vfas 
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was  not  in  their  power,  he  faid,  to  keep  theif 
_  engagement ;  they  were  inferior  to  a  general 
»77*-  court,  and  if  on  the  recefs  of  parliament  a  ge- 
neral court  were  called,  a  fhip  might  be  ordered, 
'  and  the  fupervifors  many  leagues  at  fea  before 
the  houfes  were  again  affembled  :  in  fuch  a  cafe 
not  the  promife  of  the  directors,  not  even  the 
opinion  of  the  two  houfes,  nothing  but  an  a6fc 
of  parliament  could  be  a  fuffici^nt  guaranty. 
Burke  declared  the  propofed  meafure  to  be  an 
invaiion  of  the  company's  charter,  and  a  dire6fc 
infringement  of  the  law  of  the  land.  In  ridi- 
cule of  the  fecret  committee,  he  faid,  "  Here 
*'  is  a  committee  appointed  laft  year ;  a  fair 
"  and  open  committee,  which  has  produced 
^'  nothing.  This  was  a  lawful  wife  publicly 
"  avowed ;  but  finding  her  barren,  they  have 
"  taken  a  neat  little  fnug  one,  which  they  call 
"  a  fecret  committee;  and  this  is  her  firft-bom. 
'  "  Indeed,  from  the  Angular  expedition  of  this 
"  extraordinary  delivery,  I  am  apt  to  think  flie 
*^  was  pregnant  before  wedlock."  Continuing 
in  the  fame  vein  of  pleafantry,  intermixed  with 
more  folid  argument,  he  obferved,  "  If  we 
•*  fuifer  this  bill  to  pafs,  we  fliall,  in  faft,  be- 
*'  come  the  Eaft  India  company ;  and  you,  Sir, 
^'  will  be  featcd  in  that  chair,  with  a  little 
*niammer,  by  an  inch  of  candle.  The  treafury 
**  bench  will  be  the  buyers,  and  on  this  fide  we 
*^  ihall  be  the  fellers.  The  fenate  will  become 
f^  an  auftion-room,  and  the  fpeaker  an  auc- 
"  tiojieer !"  The  motion  was  however  adopted,* 
xothDcc.  and  in  three  days  afterwards  the  bill  was  in- 
troduced. 
Proceed.  Thk  dire6lors  were  not  fo  deprefled  by  un- 
iT^^'r^^  toward  circumftances,  as  to  furvey  thefe>pro- 

•  J 14  to  4.5. 
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t!frfings  with  indifference.     On  the  appoint-   CrtAp. 
ment  of  the  fecret  committee,  a  general  court    ^J^^^ 
refolved  to  petition  parliament  againft  the  right      1772. 
claimed  of  infpefling  their  books ;  but  the  ra-  '^^^c. 
pid  proceeding  of  the  committee  having  fruf- 
tratcd   that  intention,    they    now  petitioned 
againft  the  bill,    and  were  heard  by  counfel.  i^thand 
The  petition,  however,  did  not  appear  intitled  i!^**.^^- 
to  much  attention,    it  was  feebly  compofed,  tition^^^ 
and    figned  by  no  more  than   fourteen  pro- againft  tbr 
prietors  of  ftock.    The  grand  point  infifted  on  ^^^ 
by  counfel  was,  that  the  malverfation  in  India 
being  enormous  in  its  amount  and  extent,  the 
laving  which  might  accrue  to  the  company  by 
a  commiffion  of  noneft  and  able  men,  would  be 
fo  great  as  to  render  the  expence  of  trivial  im- 
portance j  but  they  failed  in  proving  that  the 
company    poffeffed   fufficient    authority   over 
their  fervants  in  India,  to  reftrain  thole  abufes 
which  by  long  forbearance  were  grown  inve- 
terate.    The  increafe  of  thefe  malpraftices  was 
clearly  demonftrated ;    and  the  rapacity  and 
odious  means  ufed  to  opprefs  the  natives,  with- 
out benefit  to  the  company,  fully  difplayed : 
but  it  was  not  advanced,  that  any  powers  de- 
legated by  the  company  alone  could  be  fuffi- 
cient to  remedy  the  evil,  which  was  more  likely 
to  infe&  the  fupervifors  themfelves  than  be  re- 
moved by  their  exertions.     Burke  fpoke  with  Surkc't 
his  accuftomed  wit  and  eloquence:  he  difplayed  Speech. 
(to  ufe  the  words  of  an  anonymous  author)  all 
thofe  rare  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart,  with 
which  he  was  fo  emineiltly  gifted.**     He  in* 
veighed  with  feverity  againft  the  condud  of 
minifters,  who^  fince  the  year  1767,  had  been 
receiving  from  the  Eaft  India  company  foiir 

P  Hiftoty  of  lord  Kortfa^s  adminiftration,  p.  9^. 

hundred 
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ci<AP«  hundred  thoiifand  pounds  per  annum,  and  yet 
XX      conniving  at  their  notorious  inaladminiftration» 
^72»     for  the  purpofe  of  fubjeding  them  fo  intirely  to  . 
their  own  mercy.,  that  they  might  plunder  their 
property,    and  invade  their  chartiered  righta 
witnout  fear  or  fcruple.     Alluding  to  the  dila- 
torinefs-of  the  feleft,  and  the  extraordinary  dif- 
patch .of  the  fecret  committee,  hefaid,  "  One^ 
•'  has  been  fo  flow  in  its  motions  that  the  com- 
"  pany  have  given  up,  long  fince,  all  hopes  of 
**  redreils  from  them ;   and.  the  other  has  pro- 
*'  ceeded  altog^ether  as  rapidly ;  fo  that  no  one 
"  knows  where  they  will  Itop.    Like  the  fly  of  a 
"jack,  the  fecret  committee  ha«  gone  rounds 
"  iiey  go  mad !  the  fele^St  copitiittee  has  moved 
'^  like  the  ponderous  lead  at  the  other  end; 
"  and  in  that  manner,  have  they  roafted  the 
"India   company."     The  reafonablenefs  antf 
Bnipaflfcs  abfolute  necefflty  of  the  propofed  reftridiions 
the  com-     were,  however,  too  evident  to  be  removed  by 
"^'***        rhetorical  inoenuitv,' and  the  motion  for  the 
third  reading  of  the  bill  was  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  more  than  .five  to  one.*^ 
Oppofcd      .   In  the  upper  houfe  the  bill  was  principally 
Wcof     o^])oft(\  by  the  duke  of  Riclnnond;  who,  as  a 
lords.        proprietor  of  India  ftock,  was  alfo  confpicuoiia 
Sit  the  India  houfe  in  refifting  the  mealures  of 
s3dDec.    government.     A  petition  was  ofFei-ed  agaiiift 
tethion.     the  third  reading,  (imilar  to  that  which  was 
prefented    to    the  houfe    of    commons,    and 
the  fame  counfel  heard,   and  evidence   exa- 
^lined/    The  debate  was  not  difunguillied  by 

a  great 
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'  Frtrii  the  flatemcnts  nnwle  to  the  houfe,  it  appeared,  that  the  nctt 
duties  paid  to  government  of  1,000,000 1.  [xri*  amuim,  the  indemnity 
upon  tea,-nndthe  400,000!.  paid  10  government,  amounted  in  the 
whcic  to  ao  annual  ium  liitie  iimn  of  i^ooo^cooi.  That  ibc  ccmp^ny 
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t  great  difplay  of  talent;  the  motion  for  the  chap, 
third  reading  wascairied/  and  a  proteft,  not   ^^, 
remarkable  for  argument  or  ingenuity,  figned     1772. 
hy  five  peers,  was  entered  on  >the  journals.  BiUpaffccL 

DuKiNG.the  recefs,  the  court  of  direftors  *9t^Dcc, 
adopted  a  meafure  which  prudence   and   in-  J^^^^* 
tegiity  ought  to  have  fuggefied  at  an  earlier 
period :  they  reduced  their  dividend  to  fix  per 
cent^  Tliis  palliative,  for  it  was  no  more,  could 
Hot  however  rcftore  order  to  their  finances;  and 
the  court,  feeling  the  neceflity  of  an  applica-, 
tioD  to  parliament  for  a  loan,  endtavoured  firft 
to  learn  from  the  minifter  the  general  plaa  h& 
intended  to  propofe  for  the  mutual  good  of  the 
public  and  of  the  company.     To  the  meflage  j^^y^^^^ 
vhich   conveyed  the  requeft  of  information,  1773. 
lord  North  djaeV^ied  any  reply,  and  the  general 
court  was  obliged  to  pafs  a  vote,  that  applica-  a4thFcb. 
tion  ihpuld  be  mad^.to  parliament  for  the  loan 
of  1,500^000 1.  or  fo  much  as  Ihould  be  wanted  ^^^^^ 
for  four  years,  at  four  per  cent,  with  liberty  of  parliament 
difcharging  the  debt,    by  payments  of  three.  *^'^*^***°*' 
Jmndred  thoufand  pounds  each. 


loft  by  the  iiitiemnity  agreement,  (ince  its  commeoceinenty  at  Icail 
ijOOOyOool.  of  which  700,000!.  was  to  be  paid  to  guvernment,  and 
aoojoool.  to  the  purchalert.  That  the  fale  of  91,000,000  pounds  of 
Cca«  ibid  in  the  laft  five  ^ears,  produced  a  fum  hf$  by  1 00,000 1.  than 
21,000,000  pounds  fold  in  the  preceding  five  years :  trom  which  it  ap- 
peared  the  company  foffered  a  total  lofs  of  loo.oool  and  10,000^000 
IKNOKlt  of  tea.  That  governnieDt  bad  profittcd  by  the  company, 
vithin  the  hA  five  years  s»)95,ooo1.  that  is  to  iay,  a,2oo,oool.  being 
the  produce  of  five  vears  and  a  half  of  the  4.00,000!.  per  annum  which 
Ike  company  (lipukted  to  pay»  and  1,195,000!.  increafe  of  the  re« 
▼rnue  on  that  branch,  compared  on  a  medium  of  the  preceding  five 
yean.  That  the  whole  of  the  company's  receipts  of  dividend,  during 
tbe  &me  period,  was  ihort  of  900,000!.  above  fix  per  cent,  tlie  lowelt 
trading  dividend  in  time  of  war  ^  and  on  the  whole,  that  the  mercantile 
profits  beir.g  on  an  average  4.64,000!.  per  annum  durin,;  the  above . 
period,  they  would  afford  a  dividend  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. 
fioam  whence  it  was  evident  that  government  rea})cd  an  advantage  oif^ 
3i395ffOool.  and  the  compiny  or  proprietary  not  a  fingle  fhiUing. 
*  Contents  z6— Non-conicats  6,  .     '  " 
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In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  a  petitiorf 
was  prefented  to  parliarnent/propofing  that  the 
company  ftiould  not  make  a  dividend  of  more 
than  fix  per  cent,  until  one-half  of  the  pro- 
pofed  loan  was  difcharged ;  that  the  furplus  of 
the  net  profits  arifing  in  England  above  the 
faid  dividend,  ^lould  be  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  company's  bond  debt,  until  it 
was  reduced  to  a  million  and  a  half;  and  from 
thence  that  the  furplus  profits ihould  be  equally 
divided  between  the  public  arid  the  company. 
It  was  alfo  refluefted,  that  the  company  fhould 
be  releafed  from  the  heavy  penal  intereft  in- 
curred by  the  non-payment  of  money  due  in 
confequence  of  the  late  ads  for  the  indemni- 
ties on  teas,  and  alfo  difcharged  from  the  an- 
nual payment  of  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
to  the  public,  for  the  remainder  of  the  five 
years  fpecified  in  the  agreeriienfr.  Lord  North, 
in  aconunitteeof  the  whole  houfe,'  after  excul- 
pating government  from  many  infinuations, 
refpeding  the  payment  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand pounds  a  year,  moved  a  feries  of  refolu- 
tions,  which  efiablilhing  the  neceflity  of  par- 
liamentary afliltance,  and  the  propriety  of  a 
Ipan,  ordered  a  fupply  of  1,400,000 1.  with  a 
provifo  that  due  care  Ihould  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  recurrence  of  fimilar  exigences. 

The  regulations  intended  to  produce  this 
efFecl  were,  a  refuiftion  from  making  a  greater 
dividend  than  fix  per  cent,  till  the  loan  fhould 
be  repaid ;  from  augmenting  their  dividend  to 
a  greater  amount  than  feveii  per  cent,  till  their 
bond  debts  fliould  be  reduced  to  a  million  and 
a  half;  and  no  larger  dividend  than  eight  per 
^ent.  was  to  be  allowed  until  a  ])urticipatioii 
of  profits  betMcen  the  public  and  the  com- 
pany 
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pAUy  ihotild  take  place;   which  participation  cha^ 
was  thus  defined:    aftdr  payment  of  the  re-    yj^^^ 
quired  loan,  and  the  redudion  of  theii*  bond'-     '>7s-. 
debt  to   1,500,0001.  three-fourths  of  the  liet  5^^  April, 
furplus  of  the  territorial  revenues  of  the  com- 
pany,  to   be  paid  into  the  e;c chequer,    and    . 
the  remaining  one-fourth  fet  apart  a*  a  fund, 
for difcharge  of  contingent  exigences.' 

Lord  North  afterwards  moved,  that  the  a7tbApriL 
coiUpanj  ihould  be  permitted  to   export  teia.  ^^^l, 
duty  free  to  America;    a  permiffion  deemed  fi^orttw, 
highly  beneficial,    as    feventeen    millions    of  duty  free, 
pounds    were  then    in  the  warehoufes;    and  **'''^'"** 
finally  he  propofed  bis  great  plan  for  regulat- 
ing the  company's  affairs,  as  well  in  India  as 
in  Europe,  the  outline  of  which  was,  that  the  General 
court  of  directors  fhould  be  elefted  for  four  <*g«ia- 
years,    fix    members   annually,    but   none  to  ^*^"** 
hold  their  feats  longer  than  four  years;  no  per- 
fon  to  vote  at  the  eleftion  of  the  direftors  who 
had  not  poflefled  his  ftock  twelve  months;  the 
qualification,  infi;ead  of  five  hundred  pounds, 
to  be  one  thoufand.    That  the  mayor's  court  at 
Calcutta  ihould  be  confined  to  fmall  mercan- 
tile caufes,  to  which  only  its  jurifdidion  ex- 
tended before  the  territorial  acquifition ;  in  lieu 
of  this  court  a  new  one  was  eftablilhed,  confift- 
ingof  a  chief  juftice  and  three  puifne  judges, 
appointed  by  the  crown.     And  a  fuperiority 
was  given  to  the  prefidency  of  Bengal,  over 
the  other  prefidencies  in  India.* 

Thf.se  refolutions  gave  rife  to  many  ani-  Oppofifioa 
mated   debates,    in  which  the  risrhts  of  the  ^^  ^^*^* 

'  ®  mealure^. 

^ « The  falauies  of  the  judges  were  fixed  at  8,000 1,  to  the  chief  juf- 
tice, and  6,000 1.  a  year  to  each  of  the  others.  The  governor- general 
^n%  allowed  ai^cooJ.  a  year,  and  the  members  of  the  council 
<«i0ool.  each. 

vojL.  XI,  c  crown, 
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€  H  A  P.  crown,   the  chartered  privileges  of  the  conv 
\^^L/    P^"3'>  *^^  conduft  of  minifters,  and  the  expe- 
1773-     diency  of  the  propofed  meafures,  were  feverely 
arraigned,   and  ably  defended.     The  city  of 
ftSth  May.  London,  and  the  proprietors  who  pofleffed  votes 
by  holding  ftock  of  greater  amount  than  five 
hundred  pounds,  but  lefs  than  a  thoufand,  pe- 
titioned parliament  againfl  the  bill.    The  Eaft 
India  company  prefented  feveral  petitions,  and 
were  heard  by  counfel;  they  even  defired  to 
withdraw  their  petition^  for' relief,    declaring 
they  would  rather  fubmit  to  temporary  difficul- 
ties than  accept  a  loan  on  fuch  fevere  condi- 
tions;   thefe  applications  were  all  unavailing; 
the  bill  framed  in  puifuance  of  the  refolutions 
of  the  houfe  was  approved,  and  on  the  third 
lothjune.  reading  paffed  by  a  large  majority;'  the  blanks 
being  filled  up  with  the  names  of  Warren  Haft- 
ings,  efq.  governor-general,    and   lieutenant- 
general   Clavering;    the  honourable  George 
Monfon,  Richard  Barwell,  and  Philip  Francis, 
efqrs.  as  counfellors  tor  the  prcfidency  of  Ben- 
gal. 
In  the        '    Ix  the  houfe  of  lords  the  bill  alfo  met  with 
lords.         ftrenuous  oppofition,  and  occalioned ,  two  pro- 

tefts,  figned  by  feven  and  by  thirteen  peers." 
Attack  on  In  the  courfc  of  the  debates  on  India  affairs, 
lord  ciive.  niany  refleciions  were  made  on  the  cha rafter 
and  conduct  of  lord  Clive.  While  the  bill 
soihMar.  l>iought  in  by  .  Mr  Sullivan  was  befoiethe 
Hirdc-  h<^nfe,  his  lordihip,  in  a  long  and  clocjucnt 
itnct.  harangue,  defended  himfelf  againft  the  afper- 
■    '  lions  with  M'hich  the  prels  then  teemed..     His 

exculpation  extended  only  to  tlie  traiifaftions 

•  1 3 1  lo  a  I , 

^  The  rcgort  of  thefe  proceedings  Is  extreme l);rtiiJperfc^.  in  De.^ 
bretfp  debates  j  but  t  have  been  materially  aniltcqby  couIuUing  Lhc 
bljioiyji  lord  North";,  adminilhation. 

of 
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of  his  kft  government :  he  depiQed  with  force  c  H  A  P. 
and  truth  the  felicities  of  his  fituation,  and  the      ^^• 
total  want  of  any  motive  to  ftimulate  avarice     177*' 
or  ambition,    when  in  a  precarious  ftate  of 
health  he  abandoned  his  home,  his  relations, 
and  his  eafe,  to  vifit  a  diftant  and  infalubrious 
clime  on  the  invidious  talk  6f  reformation. 
Heftated  the  difficulties  in  which  he  was  in-' 
volved  from  the  infincerity  of  the  court  of  di- 
leftors  in  wording  his  inftriidiohs ;  how  eafily 
he  might  have  added  to  his  fortune,  by  con- 
niving at  and  participating  in  the  abufes  he  was 
commiffioned  to  reftrain,  or  have  confulted  his 
own  eafe  by  refigning  himfelf  to  the  indolence 
of  defpair.     He,  oil  the  contrary,  puifued  an 
intricate  path,  befet  with  difficulties  and  dan* 
gers,    the   welfare  of  the  company   required 
vigorous  exertion,  and  he  took  the  refolution 
of  cleanfing  the  Augean  ftable,   **  It  was  that 
"  condu6t,''  he  faid,  "  which  had  occafioned 
"the  fcurrility  and   abufe  againft  me,   with 
"which  the  public  papers  have   been    filled 
"ever  fince  my  return.     Tliat  condu6l  oc- 
"cafioned  thefe  charares.     But  that  condu6l 
"enaWes  me  now,  in  day  of  judgment,  to  look 
"  niy  judges  in  the  face.— That  conduft  ena-     • 
'*  bles  me  now  to  lay  my  hand  on  my  heart, 
"  and  moll  folemnly  declare  to  this  houfe.  to 
"  the  gallery,  and  to  the  world  at  large,  that  I 
"  never,  in  a  fingle  inftance,  loft  fight  of  what 
^^  I  thought  the  honour  and  true  intereft  of  my 
"  country  and  the  company ;  I  was  never  guilty 
"  of  any  a6te  of  violence  or  oppreffion,  unlets 
"the  bringing   offenders  to  jiiftice   can    be 
"  deemed  fo ;  an  idea  of  extortion  never  eu- 
"  tered  my  mind  ;  I  did  not  fuffer  thofe  under 
^  me  to  commit  any  atls  of  violence  or  oppref- 

C  2  *'  fion: 


so  histqrV  oe  England. 

CHA.F*  "  fiont  my  influence  was  never  ;ewployed  for 

^J^^^    '*  the  advantage  of  any  man,  contrary  to  the 

'177a.      *'  ftri<5tj?ft  principles  of  honour  andjuliice;  and, 

"far  from  acquiring  perfonal  benefit  by  the 

'*  expedition,  I  return  to  England  lefs  opulent 

"  by  i^winy  thoufand  pounds." 

His  lordihip  then  defended  himfelf  on  the 
feveral  fpeciific  charges  of  monopolies  in  cotton, 
diamonds,  and  fait,  beetel-nut,  and  tobacco; 
of  frauds  in  the  exchange  and  gold  coinage, 
aBd.of  taking  prefents  froin  Mir  Jaflier.  Of  all 
thefe  accufations  he  fliewed  the  futility  and 
want  of  foundation  ;  and  particularly  as  to  the 
laft,  he  proved,  that  inftead  of  receiving  money 
from  the  nabob  for  bis  own  nfe,  :he  .converted 
a  legacy,,  amounting  to  feVenty  thoufimd 
pounds,  together  with  forty  thoufand  more, 
which  he  prevailed  on  tlie  nabob  to  befiow, 
to  the  purpofe  of  eftablifliing  a  military  fund 
for  the  relief  of  invalid  officers  and  foldiers, 
and.  the  fuppoit  of  their  ^vidows. 

But  the  moft  interefting  part  of  lord  Clive's 
defence  was  that  where  he  analyfed  the  ftate 
of  India,  and  defcribed  thofe  enormities  which 
degraded  the  Br itifh  name,  a;nd  impoveriflied 
the  company,  while  individuals  wei^  fiiddenly 
enriched^  and  the  natives  grievoully  oppreffed. 
'the  germ  of  the  evil  wafi(  truly  and  forcibly 
difplayed  in  the  animated  poitJait  which  Jie 
gave  of  a  young  adve^turer  firft  feeking  the 
Ihores  of  Ada,  "  Let  us  for  a  moment,"  he 
faid,  ''  confider  the  education  of  a  youth 
*•  deftined  for  India.  The  advantages  arifing 
*'  from  the  company's  fprvice  are  now  gene- 
"  rally  known;  and >  every  man  is^  defirous  to 
*'  get  his  fon  appointed  a  writer  to  Bengal; 
*'  Mhich  is  ufually  at  the  age  of  fixteen.  His 
"parents  and  relations  reprefent  to  him  the- 
^  7  '     "  c  ertainties 
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*  certainties  of  making  a  fortune,    inflaming  chlap^ 

*  his  ambition  by  reference  to  peers  twid  com-  ^^* 
"  moners,  who  have  amafiPed  great  trcaiures  in  177*- 
**  fliort  periods.  Thus  ^re  their  principles  early 
**  corrupted ;  and,  as  they  generally  go  in  con* 
**fiderable  numbers,  they  mutually  inflame 
**  their  expectations' to  fuch  a  degree,  in  the 
**  courfe  of  the  voyage,  that  before  their  ar* 
"  rival  the  period  of  return  is  fixed.  I^et  us 
"now  view  one  of  thofe  writers  airived  ia 
"Bengal,  and  not  worth  a  gioat.  As  fopn  a^ 
'*  he  lands,  a  banyan,  pofleffed  perhaps  of  on^ 
**  hundred  thoufaud.  pounds,  defnes  he  may 
**  have  the  honour  of  fcrving  this  young  gen- 
"  tleman  at  four  fhillings   and    fixpence  per 

*  month.     The  company  has  provided  cham-" 
"  bers  for  hira,  but  they  are  not  good  enough; 

the  banyan  finds  better.  Theyounff  man,  iu 
^  walking  about  the  town,  obfervcs  that  other 
writers,  arrived  only  a  year  before  him,  live 
in  fplendid  apartments,  or  have  houfes  of  their 
^  own,  ride  upon  fine  prancing  Arabian  hoifes, 
**  and  in  palanquins  ^nd  chaifes;  that  they  keep 
^  feraglios,  make  enteitainments,  and  treat  witn 
^  champaigne  and  claret.  When  h^  rejx)rts  his 
"  obferyations,  the  banyan  affures  hhn  he  may 
"  foon  arrive  at  the  f^ime  good  fortune ;  fur- 
"  niihes.  him  with  money,  and  acquires  over 
*'  him  abfolute  power.  The  advantages  of  the 
*'  banyan  advance  >vith  the  rank  of  his  mafter, 
*  who  in  acquiring  one  fortune  generally  fpends 
"  three.  But  this  is  not  the  worft ;  he  is  in  a 
"  ftate  of  dependence  pn  the  banyan,  who 
"  commits  a&k  of  violence  and  oppreffion,  un- 
der the  pretended  fanftiou  and  authority  of 
the  company's  fervant.  And  hence  arife^ 
'  the  clamour  aga'mil  the  Englilh  gentlemen  in 
^Jndia."  .       ^    . 


ti 
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CHAP.       Lord  Cli ve,  in  conclufion,  cUfplayed,  in  de- 
^^^^   tail,  all  tlie  advantages  to  be  derived  from  the 


l^^^•  fituation  of  the  Engliili  in  India ;  fliewed  the 
dangei's  which  menaced  their  profperity,  and 
indicated  the  means  of  avoiding  them ;  he  dif- 
played  the  utility  of  his  own  reforms,  and  de- 
monftrated  that  a  temperate  purfuit  of  a  fimilar 
fyftem  was  alone  requifite  to  render  the  Britifh 
empire  in  Afia  permanent,  honourable,  and  ad- 
vantageous. 
Reply.  A  RE??LY  was  made  by  governor  Johnftone, 

but  the  efl'ect  of  lord  Clive's  fpeech  was  not 
materially  diminiflicd^   it  was  regarded  as    a 
complete  exculpation,  and  as  a  noble  leffon  of 
political  wifdbm. 
Renewed        The  fyftem  of  pcrfecution  againft  lord  Clive 
J^^j?"    did  not  here  terminate,   but  his  laft  govern- 
ment was  no  longer  the  obje6l  of  attack;    it 
was  thought  proper  to  recur  to  a  more  diftant 
period ;  to  the  depolition  of  Surajah  Dowlah  in 
1757/ 
sotiiMar.       The  examination  of  evidence  before  the  fe- 
J773.        left  commijLtee  introduced  the  difcuflion,  and 
the  opponents  of  lord  Clive  feized  the  favour- 
able opportunity  of  attempting  to  turn  to  his 
prejudice  and  difgrace,  thofe  very  circumftances 
of  his  life  from  which  he  derived  the  greateft 
honour. 
sthAprii,       General  Burgoyxe,   on  prefenting  the 
'^^"^/th  ^^^^  report  of  the  fele6l  committee,  declared 
Sca'com-  it  contained  an  account  of  crimes  fliocking  to 
niittce.       human  nature.     He  firft  i;noved  fome  general 
propofitions,  affirjniing  that  all  acquifitions  made 
under  the  influence  of  a  military  force,  or  by 
treaty  with  foreign  powers,  do  of  right  belong 
to  the  ftate.     To  appropriate  acquifitions  ob- 

'  See  Smollet's  cotttiuuatioD  of  Hume,  vol.  iv.  p.  1 16. 

tained 
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tained  under  the  influence  of  a  military  force,  chap./ 
or  by  treaty  with  foreign  powers,  to  private  ufe,   ^^z 
is  illegal;  and  that  great  fums  of  money  have     177 j. 
been  obtained  by  fuch  means  from  the  fovereign 
princes  in  India.  Thefe  refolutious  were  carried, 
though  not  without  confiderable  oppofition. 

On  a  fubfequent  day,  general  Burgoyne  re^  »ift  April, 
turned  to  the  fubjedl,    and  directed  a  motion  ^^^ 
perfonally  againft  lord  Clive,  which  was  fup-  goyne's 
ported  by  Sir  William  Meredith,  and  refifted  °^<>^»®» » 
by  Wedderbume,  who  ably  expofed  the  impro- 
priety of  accufmg  an  individual  of  delinquency, 
upon  the  bare  report  of  a  felect  committee. 
The  motion  was    not  then   difculTed   on   its 
merits,  but  evidence  ordered  to  be  heard  at  the 
bar. 

On  a  fubfequent  day,  general  Burgoyne,  af-  3<J  May. 
terentmng  fully  into  the  evidence  detailed  be-  ^jL 
fore  the  committee,  faiil,  he  regarded  the  de-  againft 
pofingof  Surajah  Dowlah,  and  the  revolution  io*«i  Clive, 
in  favour  of  Mir  Jaffier,  as  the  origin  of  all 
thofe  evils  which  operated  to  the  temporary  dif- 
trefs,  if  not  total  deftrufl^^ion,  of  the  company; 
he  enlarged  upon  the  perfidy  employed  to  bring 
^bout  that  revolution ;  llatcd  the  fittitious  treaty, 
forged  in  order  to  elude  the  payment  promifed 
to  Omichund  (a  black  merchant  and  confident 
of  Surajah  Dowlah,  whom  lord  Clive  and  the 
feled  committee  in  India  prevailed  upon  to 
join  in  a  fcheme  to  dethrone  his  mafter ;)  ex- 
pofed the  conduft  of  lord  Clive,  in  caufing  ad- 
miral Watfon's  name  to  be  figned,  contrary  to 
tlje  admiral's  exprefs  inclination,  to  this  treaty; 
and  added,  tlut  the  perfidy  towards  Omi- 
chund was  of  the  blacked  dye.  He  concluded 
vith  moving,  that  '^  Robert  lord  Clive,  about 
*•  the  time  of  depofing  Surajah  Dowlah,  nabob 
'^i)f  Bciigal,   and  eftabliQiing  Alir  Jaflier  on 
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CHAP.  "  the  mufnud,  did,  through  the  influence  of 
vJ^^    "  powera  with  which  he  was  intrufted,  obtain, 
U7y*     ^'  under  vurioufi  authorities,^  fiims  amounting 
*f  to   two  hundred   and  thirty-four  thoufand 
"  pounds,  and  in  fo  doing,  abiifed  thofe  powers, 
**  to  tlie  evil  example  of  the  fcrvants  of  the 
**  public."     Some   amendments  were  moved, 
and,  in  the  debate,  lord  Clive  made  a  mafterly 
defence  of  his  condufL 
Hi»  (!e.  He  inveftigated,  with  minutenefs,  the  reports 

fence.  Qf  i}iQ  committees,  fo  far  as  they  applied  to  bim, 
and  in  anfwer  to  the  funnifes  attempted  to  be 
eftablilhed,  read  irrefraa;able  documents,  prov- 
ing the  manner  in  which  his  conduct  was  viewed 
at  the  time,  and  by  thofe  who  were  beft  qua* 
lified  to  judge.  They  confifted  of  the  nabob'* 
letters  to  him  as  prefident  of  the  lelefl:  com* 
mittee,  the  committee's  letter  to  the  diredors, 
and  finally,  the  letter  of  approbation  from  the- 
direftors  to  him.  He  iliewed  the  remiflhefa 
of  former  adminiilrations  in  negle6ting  the  af-* 
fairs  of  the  Eaft  India  company,  and  pointed 
ont  the  perfonal  malevolence  which  produced 
this  untimely  and  unfounded  crimination, 
"  The  directors,"  he  faid,  /^  for  two  years  pafr, 
*^  either  through  ignorance  or  defign,  had  kept 
"  the  aftkirs  of  the  company  afecret;  they  had 
'*  rioted  at  taverns,  dillblvcd  in  diffipation  and 
**  luxury,  but  entirely  negletied  their  duty,  em- 
''  ploying  a  man  to  think  for  them,  to  whom 
"  they  -allowed  four  hundred  pounds  per  an* 
*'  num :  hence  manv  of  their  orders  were  fo 
"  abfurd  and  contradiftory,  that  their  own  fcr- 
"  vants  were  almoft  juitified  in  refufing  obe- 
'*  dience." 

His   lordfhip  then   expofed   the    invidious 
inanner  in  which  the  committees  purfued  their 

inquiries 
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ftoquiries,  liniititig  them  entirely  to  his  conduQ:,  cftAP* 
inftead  of  exploring  fubjcds  of  general  utility;      ^^• 
he  wss  examined  before  them,  he  faici,  more     1173- 
likc  a  flieep*fteaier  than  a  member  of  their  own 
hoirfe.     He  vindicated  the  receipt  of  prefents 
»  being  at  that  time  perfei^Hy  legal  and  aniver- 
fellv  praelifed,  and  proved  that  if  avarice  had    • 
been  his  puffion,  he  could  have  realized  a  for- 
tune too  great  for  a  fubjeft. 

Hf.  entered  into  a  detail  of  all  the  tranfac- 
tions  in  which  he  was  engaged ;  and  after  dif- 
playing  the  defperate  fituation  of  the  company's 
affairs,  when  it  pleafed  God  to  make  him  the 
inftrument  of  their 'deh very,  related  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  fraud  pratttifed  on  Omichund. 
^' We  fooa  difcovered,"  he  faid,  *'  that  Surajah 
"Dowlah  only  waited  for  the  departure  of  the 
"fleet  to  exterminate  the  Enolilh,  But  the 
*^  nabob,  lik-e  other  treacherous  men,  was  fur-  • 
"  rounded  by  perfons  of  the  fathe  caft  and  dit- 
"pofitioft.  OmichuTid,  his  confidential  fervant^ 
**told  his  mailer  of  an  agreement  made  be* 
**  tween  the  Englifh  and  monfieur  Dupr^e  to 
"  attack  him,  and  received  for  that  advice  four 
"  lacks  of  rupees.  Finding  this  to  be  the  man 
"in  whom  the  nabob  entirely  trufted,  we  con- 
"  fidered  him  as  a  moft  material  engine  in  the 
"  intended  revolution.  We  therefore  made  fuch 
"  an  agreement  as  was  neceflary  for  the  purpofe, 
"  and  entered  into  a  treaty  with  him  to  fatisfy 
*•  his  demands.  When  all  things  were  prepared^ 
"  and  the  evening  of  the  event  was  appointed, 
"  Omichund  applied  to  Mr.  Watts,  who  was 
"at  the  court  of  the  nabob,  infifting  on 
"thirty  lacks  of  rupees,  and  five  per  cent, 
"on  aft  the  treafure  that  ihould  be  found; 
'*  threatening,  unlets  this  demand  was  imme- 

*'  diately 
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CHAP,  "  diately  complied  M'ith,  to  difclofe  the  pldn  to 
XX.  *«  the  nabob ;  and  that  Mr.  Watts,  with  the  two 
11773.  "  otl^er  Englifli  gentlemen  then  at  court,  fliould 
"be  put  to  death  before  the  morning.  ,  Mr. 
"  Watts^  immediately  difpatched  an  exprefs  to 
*f  me  at  the  council.  1  did  not  hefitate  in  find- 
**  ing  a  ftratagem.tofave  their  lives,  and  fecure 
"  the  fuccefs  of  the  intended  event.  We  pre- 
"  pared  another  treaty ;  this  wad  called  the  red, 
"  the  other  the  white  treaty.  It  was  figned  by 
"  every  one  except  admiral  Watfqn ;  and  I 
"  ihouid  have  confidered  myfelf  fufficiently 
*^  authorized  to  afiiK  his  name,  by  a  converfa- 
"  tion  I  had  with  him.  His  name  was,  however, 
*^  fubfcribed  by  another  perfon,  whether  in  his 
*'  prefence  or  not,  I  cannot  fay;  but  I  know^ 
"  he  thought  he  had  fufficient  authority.  This^ 
**  treaty  was  tranfmitted  to  Omichund,  who 
^^  did  not  fufpe6l  the  ilratageni ;  and  fucceis 
"  attended  the  projeft.  The  houfe,  I  am  fully 
"  peifuaded,  will  agree,  tliat,  when  the  very 
"  exiftence  of  the  company  was  at  flake,  and 
**  the  lives  of  thefe  people  fo  precarioufly 
'*  iituated,  and  fo  certain  of  being  deftroyed,  it 
*'  was  true  policy  and  juftice  to  deceive  fo  great 
^'  a  villain."  Lord  Clive  then  read  letters  from 
admiral  Watfon  and  others,  fully  approving 
liis  condu£t^  and  fimilar  papers  from  the  court 
of  diredors,  who  prefented  him  with  a  fword 
richly  adorned  with  diamonds,  and  after  highly 
extolling  his  proceedings,  termed  the  elevation 
of  Mir  Jaffier,  a  glorious  and  profitable  revo- 
lution. In  clofmg  this  part  of  his  defence,  he 
f^id,  "  A  late  minifter  hord  Chatham)  whofe 
^^  abilities  have  been  an  lionour  to  his  country, 
**  and  whom  this  houfe  will  ever  revere,  >vill,  I 
^*  ftpi  fure,  come  to  you?  bar,  and  not  only  tell 

"yoi^ 
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"  you  bow  highly  he  thought  of  my  fervices  at  chap. 
"  the  time,  but  alfo  what  his  opinion  is  now."      ^P* 


!  He  complained,  that  after  luch  certificates,      1773* 

I       and  fo  merited,  he  fliould  be  brought  before 
I       the  houfe  like  a  criminal^  and  the  very  beft 
I       parts  of  his   conduft   coriftrued   into   crimes 
as;ainft  the  ftate.     "  I  cannot  fay,"  he  con- 
cluded, "  that  I  either  fit  or  reft  eafv,  when  I 
find  that  all  I  have  in  the  world  is  confif- 
cated,  and  no  one  will  take  mv  fecurity  for 
a  fliilling.      Thefe    are  dreadful  apprehen- 
fions  to  remain  under,   and  I  cannot  look 
upon  mj'felf  but  as  a  bankrupt.     I  have  not 
anything  left  that  I  can  call  my  own,  except 
my  paternal  fortune  of  five  hundred  pounds 
per  annum,  and  which  has  been  in  the  family 
for  ages.    But  upon  this  I  am  content  to  live; 
and  perhaps  I  fliall  find  more  real  content  and 
'  liappinefs,  then  in  the  trembling  affluence  of 
^an  unfettled  fortune.    But,  if  it  fhould  be  the 
*  cafe,  I  have  a  confcious  innocence  that  tells 
me  my  conduft  is  irreproachable.     Franga^^ 
nonfitBes.     They  may  take  from^me  what  I 
have ;  they  may,  as  they  think,  make  me  poor, 
but  I  will  be  happy !    I  mean  not  this  as  my 
defence.     My  defence  may  be  made  at  the 
bar;  but  before  I  fit  dovni  I  addrefs  one  re* 
quefl;  to  the  houfe,  that,  when  they  come  to 
decide  upon  my  hotiour,  they  will  not  forget 
their  own." 

Having  finifhed  his  defence,  his  lordfliip  Exaiip^- 
quitted  the  houfe.  A  fentence  of  cenfure  pro-  px'^*'®- 
pofed  againft  him  was  negatived,  by  a  motion 
for  the  previous  queftion;  and  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  on  the  motion  of  Wedderburnc, 
a  relblution  was  pafled  unanimoufly,  merely  af- 
ftTting  the  fa6t  of  lord  Clive  having  received 

the 
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qR  AP.  the  futn  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- four  thon- 
»    ^^^    ^^^^  pounds,  with  the  additional  obfervation, 
i77J«      that,  at  the  fame  time,  he  rendered  great  and 
meritorious  fervices  to  his  country." 
jothMay.       Ix  a  fubfequent  debate,  lordCUve  recapitu- 
Continued   ^t^d  the  topics  contained  in  his  fpeech  or  the 
againft       laft  feffiou,  and  exculpated  himfelf  from  th© 
joni'Ciivc.  charges,  made  through  the  medium  of  the  prefs, 
on  his  conduft  during  his   iaft   government. 
After  this  he  intruded  on  the  houfe  no  further, 
except  to  re6)ify  a  mif-ftatement  of  fome  fiids, 
and  then,  fuch  was  the  fury  of  party-fpirit,  that 
a  member  pennitted  himfelf  to  fneer  at  lord 
Clive's  former  defence,  by  faying,   "  th^  noble 
"  lord  was  a  long  fpeech  maker,  and  would, 
"  perhaps,  offer  another  harangue  of  two  hours 
"  and  twenty  minutes." 
He  18  ably       The  defence  of  lord  dive's    condud;  did 
bywS-    ^<^*>  however,  reft  on  himfelf  alone :  Wedder- 
ikrburiic.    buruc,  the  folicitor-general,  difplayed  an  un- 
ufual  portion  of  learning,  logic,  and  praftical 
good  fenfe,  in  his  behalf.     He  reproached  the 
committees  with  having,  inftead  of  an  open, 
liberal,  and  manly  endeavour,  to  bring  forward 
fuch  regulations  as  would  prevent  future  evils, 
reftri6led  themfelves  to  a  narrow,  contrafted, 
invidious  attention  to  the  condufl:  of  indivi- 
duals.    He  jufiified  the  depofition  of  Surajah 
Dowlali,  on  the  grounds  of  juftice  as  well  as  of 
policy.     Far  fi*om  admitting  that  fuch  a  tranf- 
a<3:ion  was  difliononrable  to  Britain,  he  claimed 
tlie  admiration  of  the  hiftorian,  who  in  future 
times  fliould  record,   "  that  a  devolution  which 
■'  acquired  to  the  company  a  dominion  larger, 
■  *  wealthier,    and    more    populous    than  ever 
"  Athens  pofleired,  or  than  Rome  itfelf,  whea 
'     *'  ihe  had  Conquered  the  Italian  Hates ;  larger 

nhai^ 
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**than  France,    and  in  revenues  fuperior  to  CMAP. 
"mod  of  the  powers  of  Europe;  that  in  the   ^^^. 
"career    of  fuch   conquefts — of   fuch    great     1771- 
**  events,  fo  few  a6^ions  are  to  be  difcovered 
^  by  the  mod  inquifitive  examination  (and  a 
"  more  prying  one  never  was  known)  fo  few  ^  • 

"thatrefleft  difhonour  on  individuals — ^none 
"  that  taniiih  the  Britifli  name."  He  removed^ 
every  imputation  of  blame  from  the  artifice 
ufed  to  circumvent  the  traitor  Omichund,  and 
appealed  to  the  honour  and  gratitude  of  the 
nation,  againft  an  attempt  to  deprive  an  indi** 
vidual  of  tJhe  remuneration  of  actions,  which 
had  been  the  admiration  of  the  world — the  pride 
of  Britain — ^the  envy  of  Europe.  In  anfwer 
to  the  quefiion,  Where  fuch  oppreflions  and 
tyranny  were  to  be  found  as  were  praftifed  in 
Bengal?  he  faid,  "In  the  democratical  tyranny 
**  of  an  Athenian  mob,  envious  of  every  great 
"  and  noble  name,  taking  off  one  for  his  wealthy 
baniihing  another  for  his  family,  and  a  third 
for  his  fame.  This  deteftable  fpirit  occafioned 
real  tyranny,  and  we  are  now  following  the 
c^fiAmpIe. " 

Thurlow,  the  attorney-general,  was  on  the 
other  fide,  but  the  exculpation  of  lord  Clive 
appears  complete.  He  committed  no  illegal 
a6t  towards  his  employers;  he  ufed  no  mine- 
ceffary  cruelty  towards  thofe  whom  he  con-r 
quered;  nor  did  he,  in  the  purfuit  of  wealthy 
avail  himfelf  of  the  means  which  lay  fo  abuur 
dantly  before  him,  to  accumulate  an  enormous 
niafs  of  riches ;  the  fortune  he  poffefled  was  un- 
doubtedly ample,  but  few  in  his  fituation  would 
have  evinced  fo  much  ftlf-denial,  as  to  be  fatil'«* 
fied  with  a  firft  acquifition,  when  many  years 
of  fubfequent  fervice  afforded  opportunities,..^ 
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CHAP,   of  their  flaves,  the  phinder  and  biiraing  of  tlieif 
•^^^    eftates,  and  to  coniproirjife  vith  the  black  Car-- 
1773.      ribs  under  terms  of  the  mod  abje6l  and  degrad- 
ing fubniiffion.*    They  hoped,  by  temporizing, 
to  gain  an  entire  afcendency,  and  for  that  rea- 
fon  endeavoured  to  live  on  amicable  terms  with 
the  feiocious  Cariibs,  to  whom  they  imparted* 
a  fmall  knowledge  of  the  catholic  religion,  af- 
fefting  towards  them  an  extraordinary  attach- 
'ment 
Arrange.        While  Saiht  VinccutV,  and  other  iilands  in-^ 
tncmsm     habited  by  the  Carribs,  were  thus  anxioufly 
o/Ai^ia    coveted  by  the  French,  they  were  no  lefs  ob- 
Chapcikj  je6ls  of  defire  to  the  Englilli ;  but  after  a  long 
and  inefFe6lual  conteft,  it  was  agreed  by  the 
treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in  1748,  that  thofe 
iflands  Ihould  be  confidered  neutral,  the  pro- 
perty being  vefted  in  the  Carribs,  but  the  Eu- 
ropean fabje6ts  retaining  their  private  poflef- 
fions.    Both  nations  were  afterwards  diffatisfied 
.  with  this  arrangement,  in  wliicli,  from  mutual 
jealoufy,  they  had  conceded  their  own  rights 
into  the  hands  of  a  race  who  were  iiot  parties  to 
Attte       the  contraft.    In  the  negotiation  of  176^,  they 
peace  of     adopted  a  contrary  fyftem,  and  without  naming 
*^  **        the  Carribs,  or  adverting  to  their  rights,  real 
pr  imaginary,  the  iflands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  Tobago,  were  allotted  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, while  France  kept  poflellion  of  St.  Lucia.* 

»  The  foUowing  inftancc  is  given  by  the  Abbe  Raynai.  **  Tbc 
•«  black  Caitibs,  conquerors  and  matters  of  all  the  Jecward  coafty 
**  required  of  the  £uro)»eans,  that  they  ftiould  again  buy  the  lands 
**  they  had  ah'eady  put  chafed.  A  Frenchman  atiempted  tafiiew  tke 
•*  deed  of  conveyance  fron)  a  red  Carrib  j  1  know  not,  Jay$  a  black 
•*  Carrib,  what  thy  paper  fays )  bnr  read  what  is  wiiiren  oti  my  ar- 
*<  row.  There  you  may  lce»  in  chara^ers  which  do  not  lie,  that  it  y«u 
<<  do  not  give  me  what  I  demand,  1  will  go  aixl  burn  your  Koufe  to- 
"  night.'' 

*  In  this  account  I  have  principally  followed  Edwards^s  hiftory  p£ 
the  Well  Indies,  vol.  i.  b.  iii.  chap.  },  with  occauonal  referencis  |o 
Rayna),  Guthrie,  and  the  papers  produced  \o  the  houfc  of  ccmmons. 

Many 
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Many  of  the  French  inhabitants,  on  thear-   CH  AP- 
rival  of  the  Englilh,  left  St.  Vincent's,  and  the   ^^^^^ 
Carribs  aifo  folicited  from  the  French  governor 
of  St  Lucia,  permiffion  to  fettle  there,  which 
was  reftifed.    A  commiffion  was  framed  for  fur-  Proceed- 
veying  and  difpofing  of  the  lands ;  but  although  glfj^f  ^^ 
no  ftipulation  was  made  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  vcrnment 
the  lords  of  the  treafury  forbad  the  commif-  J?'"!?'"*^". 
fioners  to  fuffer  any  furvey  of  the  territory  in-  lands!^^ 
habited  or  claimed  by  the  Carribs,  till  the  re-  ^^^  Mar. 
ceipt  of  further  inftru6lions,  that  their  num-  '7^4- 
bers,  difpofitions,    and  fettlements  might  be 
more  fully  known. 

At  firft  the  Carribs,  Uncertain  of  their  future  Condua 
deftiny,  fliewed  the  utmoft  humility,  and  in  o.^jheCw- 
compliance  with  the  proportions  of  govern- 
ment, many  of  them  took  the  oaths  of  alle- 
giance, and  wtre  received  as  fubjefl^,  fliewing 
aperfeft  undcrftanding  of  the  tranfaftion,  ex- 
prefiing  themfelves  much  favoured  and  obliged 
by  being  placed  on  fuch  a  footing,  and  con- 
fenting  to  give  up  fuch  lands  as  they  could  not 
cultivate.*  Afterwards,  however,  when  they 
underfiood  the  nature  of  the  inflruftions  to  the 
commiflioners,  and  had  received  advice  from 
the  French,  they  claimed  more  land  than  could 
be  ufeful,  or  than,  under  other  circumftances, 
they  would  have  prefumed  to  demand.** 

After  three  years,  William  Young,  efq.  firft  tith  April 
commiflioner  for  the  fale  of  lands,  in  a  memo-  f^j.j' 
rial  to  the  treafury,  ftated,  that  the  total  num-  Young's 
ber  of  Carribs  did  not  exceed  two  thoufand,  "".^^^^'^^ 
including  women  and  children;  the  original 

^  Sec  report  of  Mr.  Maitland  and  other  perfons  concerned  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Vlncenr,  to  lord  HiUlboroughs  Jbebrett'sDebates^  vol.vi* 
p.  366. 

*  See  Memoir  of  Mr.  William  Young  j  Debrctf  •  Debatety  vol.  vi, 
F-  339' 

VOL.  II.  D  Carribg 


' 


34  HISTORY    OF    ENGLAND. 

Carribs  bcinp;  reduced  to  a  very  finall  number/ 
living  remote  from  the  blacks,  and  under  con- 
tin  uai  appreberifions  from  tbeir  known  ferocity. 
The  black  Carribs  were  fcattered  over  the  moft 
extenfive  aiid  fiucft  part  of  the  ifland,  but  they 
cultivated  only  a  fmall  portion  of  the  land  in 
detached  pieces,  principally  relying  for  fab- 
fifteucc  on  huntins:  and  fifliincc.  It  was  con- 
fidered  dangerous  to  the  colonifts  that  tbefe 
lantls  fliould  remain  in  the  poflefiion  of  lawlef* 
and  wild  favages,  and  therefore  further  inftruc- 
tions  vTre  reciucfted.  Mr.  Young  intimated 
the  propriety  of  affording  protection  to  the  red 
Carribs,  as  permitting  their  extermination  by 
the  blacks,  would  be  repugnant  to  humanity  ; 
and  he  confiderccl,  as  a  fubjeft  of  curious  fpe-» 
culation,  the  adoption  of  fuch  meafures  as 
would  reconcile  the  happinefs  of  both  races  of 
Carribs,  with  the  fafcty  and  welfare  of  the  Bri- 
tiili  fubjecls/ 
Jan.  1768.  I^'  purfuance  of  Mr.  Young's  recommenda- 
buivey  or-  tiou,  llic  lords  of  thc  trcalury  inftru6ted  the 
*^"  •  '  commiflioners  to  furvey  and  difpofe  of  certain 
parts  of  the  ifland  claimed  by  the  Carribs ;  but 
not  to  attempt  removing  them  until  notice  of 
thc  whole  arrangement  and  defign  fJiould  be 
fully  imparted  to,  and  underftood  by  their 
chiefs :  hunianity,  mildnefs,  and  attention  to 
the  habits  and  convenience  of  the  Carribs  were 
exprefsly  enjoined  ;  the  commiflioners  were  re- 
ftrictctl  from  receiving  fees,  dircrtcd  to  avoid 
violence,  and  to  obferve  the  ftricteft  good  faith 
in  their  tranfaciicnis.  In  the  lands  allotted  in 
exchange  no  quit-rent  was  to  be  refervcd,  and 
the  Carribs  were  to  receive  thc  fum  of  four 

«  According  to  the  belt  accounts  not  above  one  hundred  families* 
f  Set  this  memorial  at  lengtli,  Debrett^s  Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  336. 
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Johannes,  or  feven  pounds  four  fljillings  fterling,   c  H  AP. 
for  every  acre  they  had  cleared.*  xx. 

On  receipt  of  thefe  inftruftions,  the  king's  May  1769. 
funeyors  began  to  examine  the  country,  and  p^^^^r "t^ 
make  a  road.     The  black  Carribs,  filled  with  iommif. 
alarm  and  indignation,  afliembled  a  force  of  ^"fr?- 
two  hundred  men  in  arms,  and,  loudly  declar-  ofthc*'^ 
ins:  their  refolution  to  maintain  their  freedom  black  Car- 
and  preferve  their  land$,  infulted  and  obftrudled  "   * 
tlie  furvevors,   and  furroundino:  a  detachment 
ot  forty  men,  fent  to  guard  them,  cut  off  every 
fupply  of  water  and  provifions.    ]Mr.  Alexander,  Arrange* 
prefident  of  the  council,   afting  for  the  go-  '"^"^' 
vernor  in  his  abfence,   colleftcd  a  force  of  a 
hundred  men,    but   having    pofitive   inftruc- 
tions  to  avoid  hoflilities,  propofed  to  fufpend 
making  the  road,  and  defift  from  all  proceed- 
ings till  further  ordeVs  from  the  king,  of  which 
he  would  give  due  notice :  the  Carribs,  fatisfied 
viththis  declaration,  promifed  to  return  quietly 
to  their  habitations;  the  forty  men  were  hberat- 
ed,  and  tranquillity  reftored  without  bloodfhed.*' 

An  appeal  to  force  now  feemed  inevitable.  Their  fur- 
The  Carribs  declared  their  refolution  not  to  1^^^^*°* 
fufFer  the  proceeding  of  the  furveyors;  pre- 
vented the  military  from  going  to  their  new 
barracks  at  Mercerika ;  pulled  down  the  houfe 
allotted  for  that  purpofe;  denied  fubjeclion  to 
the  king,  and  retolved  to  preferve  their  inde- 
pendence. After  the  arrangements  with  Mr. 
Alexander,  they  broke  up  the  road  begun  by 
the  troops  and   furveyors,   burned  the   hut* 

*  Dcbrett's  Debates,  rol.  vi.  p.  341. 

^  Sec  lieutenant-governor  Fitzmaunce^s  letter  to  lord  HilKborough; 
Mr* Win. Young's  letter  to  Harry  Alexander}  -the  letter  of  ly^-. 
Alexander  to  lieutenant-governor  Fitzmaurice,  and  the  memorials 
Bad  fubfequent  papers,  paffim.    Debrett's  Debates,  vol,  ¥•  p.  346^ 
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CHAP,  creeled  for  tlieir  ufe,  and  committed  inanv  ra- 
v*^^    vages   on  the  neighboiirinj^:  plantations.     The 
red  Carries  did  not  interfere  in  the  eontcft: 
the  lortls  of  tlie  treafnrv  Uiewcd  humane  at- 
tcntion  towards  tliem,  by  dire6lint2;,  that  if  the 
remains  of  this  unfortunate  people  wiflied  to  be 
fettled  apart  from  the  negroes^   their  inclina- 
tion lliould  be  coin]Vlied  with. 
Artifices         NoH  >vouId  the  black  Carribs  probably  have 
of  the        flicwn  fo  determined  an  oppolition,  on  a  point 
of  no  im))ortanee  to  them,  bu't  for  the  artful 
inftijj-ation   of  the   iTcnch,    M'ho   ufed   every 
means  to  excite  antioathv  ao-ainft  the  Enfflifli; 
even  the  little  information  they  imparted  ot 
the  catholic  reliirion  \vas  fubfervient  to  this 
purpofc;  and  in  execrating  the  Britifli  name, 
the  Carribs  did  not  for^-ct  to  iiisj:matize  them 
as  heretics.     Tor  Ibme  time  after  th«  peace, 
however,  no  infranceof  difatieftion  had  appear- 
ed, except  that  of  maintaining  a  contraband 
intercouric  with  the  French  inhabitants  of  St 
Lucia  and  Martinico,   and  declining  all  com- 
merce with  the  Ens-lilh  in  St.  Vincent's.  From 
the  vicinity  of  St.  Lucia,  and  the  ancient  ha- 
bits of  the  Carribs,  this  preference  might  have 
been  conlidered  of  fmall  importance,  had  not 
the  malignant  genius  of  the  French  foon  ren- 
dered it  extremelv  dono'crous.     The  Carribs 
vere  infti'jfated  to  refift  the  claims  of  Enuland 
bv  French  emillaries,  whofe  intrigues  in  the 
y^'Q^i  Indies  i'ormed  a  part  of  the  plan  which 
prompted  the  attack  on  the  Britifli  property  at 

Falkland's   lllands.     Ihev   taught   the   black 

•/  ~ 

"  Carribs  to  believe,  that,  as  they  were  moftiv 
d(  fcended  from  a  race  of  Haves,  bound  in  an 
En^liOj  Ihip  to  liaibi.does,  the  heir  of  the 
owufr  had  obtained  an  order  to  fell  them  as 
})is  own  property.     When  animolity  was  fuf- 

ficieutly 
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ficicntly  excited  by  t Jiefe  calnmnios,  the  Fronch   chap. 
fupplicd  them  with  firc-iirm^,    and  •cnCvHuaj^cd    ^;ij 
honilitics. 

The  removal  of  four  coinDnnics  of  tlic  rco'i- 
ment  ftationed  at  St.  Vincent's  to  Doir.iinca, 
was  the  iignai  for  ariiuxl  oppofition,  and  at  that 
crifis  they  attacked  the  liirveyors. 

The  planters  of  St.  Vincent's  wer?  in  daily  Ainrms 
expectation  of  a  war  \\\[\\  Iyimwc;  and  fav/  ihat  "''^*«t.- 
in  tiie  defencelefs  ftate  of  llic  itland,  furrounded  iiiaj/es 
by  a  numerous  and   in^'e(:erate    enemv,    well  ofiiit- 
anned,    and  difciplined   by  French  fugitives,  P'**'^^**- 
their  property  and  Hves  v/erc  on  a  moli  infc- 
cure  and  hazardous  tenure.     Rumours  of  pro- 
jected maflfacres  and  contlap:rations  were  circu- 
lated.    The  j)!anters   reprefented  their  comli- 
tion  with  anxiety  and  folicitudc,  and  all  their 
difpatches  to  government,  after  the  late  com- 
motion, earneltly  requelled  an  aujrmentation  of 
the  armed  force.     Avarice  too  had  its  Ihare  in 
thefe  reprefen  tat  ions;  as  the  letter  of  Mr.  Alex- 
ander ex  prelfed  in  ftrong  terms  his  impatience 
at  being  reftrained  from  extremities,  lii.s  reluc- 
tance at  leaving  fo  foon  t/aU  fine  cream  part 
of  the  i/land,  and  his  hoj)es  that  his  abfcncc 
from  it  would  be  but  Ihovt.* 

Th£  lieutenant-governor,  however,  endea-  FTorts of 
voured  to  reftore  tranquillity;  he  embodied  tlie  ^^\  ^''7^*" 
militia,  and  iflued  a  mild  and  tcn^peryte  ])to-  v^r'xnr. 
damaiion  to  the  Carrihs.      He  forwarded  to  i^^*-' J"»e, 
?:overnment,  by  the  hands  of  tlic  fpeakerof  tlic  '''^' 
aflmbly,   a  correct  delineation  of  tlic  ft  ale  of 
the  colony,  but  forcibly  reprelVnted  tlic  iir.pof- 
libility  of  retaining  an  adviin^(ii];eous  poi:rL:un 
^diilefo  large  a  portion  of  I  he  ilkind  wa:.>  ticcu- 
pied  by  the  negroes,  Avithout  any  mixliuc  of 

I  See  the  |>aperi  in  DcbrctCs  Debates,  vol.  vi.  ;«.  3.^6  10  355. 
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white  inhabitants,  as  they  muft  continue  unci-' 
vilized,  lawlefs,  clifaffefted,  ufelcfs,  and  prone, 
in  cafe  of  war,  to  join  the  enemy.  He  alfo  ob- 
ferved,  that,  "  as  from  the  moft  exatS^  calcula- 
"  tions  they  could  not  exceed  a  thoufand  fight- 
"  ing  men,  though  headed  by  feveral  intelli- 
"  gent  and  refolute  chiefs;  another  regiment 
"  properly  difpofed,  aflifted  by  his  majefiy  s 
^'  ihips,  together  with  fome  expence  for  pre- 
"  fents,  and  other  incidental  charges,  would 
"  infure  their  fubmiflion  to  government,  with 
"  little  or  no  bloodlhed ;  the  white  inhabitants 
*^  could  then  live  peaceably  among  them,  and 
^'  the  expence  Mould  be  greatly  overpaid  by  the 
"faleofthelands."'^ 

The  Britilh  cabinet  was  not  influenced  by 
thefe  reprefentations  to  adopt  jafh  or  violent 
meafures.     The  earl  of  Hilllborough,  in  a  pru- 
dent and  temperate  letter  to  Fitzmaurice,  ap- 
proved his  meafures  of  defence,  authorifed  him, 
in  cafe  of  continued  holtility,  to  make  applica- 
tion to  general  Gage,  at  New  York,  for  addi- 
tional troops;  but  exprefsly  ordered  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  tranfmit  to  the  general  a  full  and 
explicit  reprcfentation  of  the  ftate  of  the  ifland, 
a  minute  exj^lanation  of  his  reafons  for  makhig 
fuch  requifition,  and  his  motives  for  fixing  on 
any  precifc  number  of  men.* 
'   Elated  with  iheir  fuccefs  in  oppofing  the 
furveyors,  the  black  Carribs  increafed  in  info- 
lence  and  ferocity.     They  fent  an  embafiy  to 
count  d'Ennery,  or  dTlenri,  governor  of  Mar- 
tinico,  offering,  with  a  fmall  afliliancc,  to  cut 
off  ail  the  Englifh,  and  deftroy  their  fettlements. 


k  See  Fitzmaurice's  letter  to  lord  HilKborough,  Debrett's  Debates^ 
vol.  vi.  p.  356,  ami  his  proclamation,  p.  361, 

'  See  lord  Hilllborough's  letter  to  lieutenant-governor  Fitzroau* 
rice,  ibid,  p,  355, 
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The  humanity  of  the  French  governor  pre- 
vented his  acceding;  to  this  horrible  propofi- 
tion,  and  as  the  militia  was  loon  afterwards 
railed,  the  Carribs  for  a  fliort  period  affected  an 
humble  and  fubnuifive  tone.™  Yet  thev  con- 
tinned  an  illicit  intercourfe  with  Llie  French  ' 
iflands,  and  the  fucceffor  of  count  d'Ennery, 
as  well  as  the  governor  of  St.  Lucia,  appear  to 
liave  encouraa:ed  them  in  acts  of  hoftiiitv  anxl  .^ 

infubordination.  The  Carribs  ufed  continual 
endeavours  to  feduce  or  even  fteal  the  (la\'e.s  .  '  , 
beloMgins;  to  the  planters;  cruelly  murdering 
thofe  who  would  not  work  or  confent  to  be  fold 
to  the  French,  Although  the  magiftrutes  re- 
ceived full  information  of  the  names  and  rcfi- 
dences  of  the  peq)etrator3  of  thefe  enormities,  ' 

they  durft  not  attempt  punilhing  theih:  the 
Carribs,  armed  and  infulting,  traverfed  every 
part  of  the  Britilh  territory,  while  their  jealoufy 
guarded  every  accefs  to  their  own  domaui." 
They  blocked  up  the  high  road,  burned  the 
hollies  of  obnoxious  peifons,  and  threatened  to 
deftroy  the  king's  barracks  at  Prince's  liay,  a 
fettled  part  of  the  country,  far  diftant  from  that 
which  they  inhabited  or  claimed. 

These  violences,  and  the  alarms  they  ex-  Reprcfpn- 
cited,  occafioned  many  applications  to  the  king-  V^.^'^^*^^^ 
and  council,  fupported  by  affidavits  and  docu-  tm  t^  tbt 
meuts,  to  prove  the  dangerous  connection  be-  '«-^"g- 
tween  the  Carribs  and  the  French.     The  pro-  22d  June, 
prietors  of  lands,  in  their  memorial,  demon-  "^'°* 
ftrated,  that  the  defence  of  the  whole  colony  iu 
cafe  of  a  war  would  be  incumbent  on  them, 
while  the  Carribs  npt  only  forbad  all  approach 

"  See  reports  of  Mc«  Maitland  and  others,  in  Debrett^s  Debates, 
Yol.^i.  p,  365. 

■  Wetn.  p.  367.    Report  of  the  commiilioners,  Pebreti'9  Debates, 
^»  vi.  p.  37S. 
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CHAP,  to  great  part  of  the  ifland,  biit  were  ready  with 
yj^;^   a  fuperior  force  to  aflift  the  enemy.     The  plan- 
ters difclaimed  every  wilh  to  treat  the  favages 
with  inhumanity,  but  merely  required  protec- 
tion for  their  lives  and  propertfes,  for  the  piir- 
pofe  of  enjoying,   advantageoufly,  the  eftates 
which  they  had  purchafed  under  the  exprefs 
a6th  July,  guaranty  of  the  crown.     The  commiflioners  for 
'^^^'         the  fale  of  lands,  in  a  report  to  the  board  of 
trade,  certified  many  of  the  fame  fafts,  and  the 
«9th  Mai-,  board,  in  their  reprefentation  to  the  king,  con- 
^'^^°'        curred  in  the  neceffity  of  increafmg  the  kifular 

military  eftablifliment. 

Tpeputa.  Still  the  miniftry  was  dcfirous  to  avoid  ex- 

Carribsto   t^'^Hiitics,    aud   govcmor  iVfelville,   in   confe- 

Grcnada.    quence  of  the  indulgent  and  favourable  orders 

tranfmitted  to  him,  received  with  kindnefs  a 

deputation  of  about  fifty  Carribs,  who  attended 

him  at  Grenada,  and  endeavoured  to  exculpate 

themfclves  from  the  charge  of  difaffeftion  to 

the  Britifh  government,  and  undue  intercourfe 

with  the  French.** 

i5thjan.        IxFLUENCED  by  govcmor  Melvillc's  repre- 

inurview    fentations,  the  miniftry  again  fent  inftru6lions 

between      to  the  commiffioncrs,  m  ho  obtained  an  inter- 

commif-  "^'^^^  ^^'^^^  th^  principal  Carribs,  at  a  place 
fionersand  Called  Momc  Garou,  and  made  a  very  liberal 
rib»?^*  proffer  for  the  purchafe  of;  about  four  thoufand 
acres  of  practicable  land,  which  they  only 
claimed  but  did  not  inhabit,  with  an  affurance, 
that  the  reft  of  their  poffeffions  fliould  be  in- 
alienably fecured;  but  the  Carribs  pofitively 
and  inflexibly  refufed  to  permit  a  fettlcment  in 
any  part  of  the  country  over  which  they  ex- 
tended a  claim.  Being  alked,  whether  they 
would  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  as  fubjefts 

«  His  letter  giving  an  account  of  the  interview,  is  dated  5th  Julj, 
1770.    Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  375» 
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to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  one,  in  the  name  CH  aP» 
of  the  left,  anfwered,  they  were  equally  inde-  ^^^ 
pendent  of  the  kings  of  Great  IJritaiu  and  1771. 
France;  but  confefied  a  great  partiality  to  the 
French,  and  faid,  the  governor  of  Martinico 
had  promifed  them  proteftion,  if  they  obeyed 
his  orders  in  refufing  to  furrend(  r  any  portion 
of  land.  This  explicit  avowal,  combined  v/ith 
the  general  tenour  of  the  conference,  con\  inced 
the  commiflioners,  that  the  Carribs  aaed  in- 
tirely  under  French  influence.  The  chief  did 
not  appear  difinclined  to  accede  to  the  propofals, 
but  the  principal  fpeaker,  who  feemed  to  polfefs 
the  greateft  iliard  of  influence,  had  refided  in 
Martinico  from  his  infancy,  and  was  but  lately 
returned  to  St.  Vincent's. 

In  reporting  thefe  tranfacHons,  the  commif-  16th  o^» 
fioners  reprefented  tlie  impoflibility  of  fo  fmall  jL77»-       . 
an  ifland  continuing  long  divided   between  a  thrcoiJn^ 
civilized  people,  and  favages  bound  by  no  ties  miflioncrs* 
of  law  or  religion ;  exempt,  by  their  Situation, 
from  fear  of  puniihment,  and  prompt  at  the 
earlieft  inftigation  to  ruin  the  colony.     They 
obferved,    that  the  fale   of  the  land  was  no 
longer    the   moft  important  object;   but  the 
honour  of  the  crown  became  concerned  for  the 
proteftion  of  its  fubje^ts  againfl  a  lawlefs  race> 
who  might  commit  any  kind  of  violence  with- 
out control;  and  they  recommended  the  former 
plan  of  making  a  road  and  mixing  white  inha- 
bitants among  the  natives.^ 

The  alarms  of  the  people  of  St.  Vincent's  Trt-schay 
received  an  additional  impulfe,  from  the  inter-  ^  ' '^, 

,.,../.  *^i  /.     ,         French. 

ception  or  a  letter  from  the  governor  or  bt. 
Lucia,  in  which  the  Carribs  were  treated  as  an 
independent  people;  the  Frtnch  complained  of 


V  See  Debates,  vol.  iv.  p.  363. 
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CHAP,  their  deviations  from  propriety  to  tbenifelves 
y^J^  alone,  demanded  redrefs,  without  reference  to 
^77 i'     the  authority  of  the  Britiih  government;  and 
with  tlie  threats,  it  was  judged  expedient  to 
ufe,  minified  fuch  flatteries  and  complacencies 
as  tended  to  make  thde  favages  full  more  proud, 
.  ftnbhorn,  arid  uncomplyino;  towards  the  Eng- 
liih.^ 
30th  May,      ^Iy  Ley  bourne,  the  governor  of  wSt.  Vin- 
Rcmon-      ccnt's,   inclofcd  to.lord  Hilltborough  the  intcr- 
ftrances      ccpted  Icttcr,  and  fugp-efted,  that  as  an  hoftile 
Xndl  ^     correfpondence  wiis  now  clearly  proved,   and 
lenient  meafures  had  hccn  found  inettc<^"ri:al, 
force  muft  be  the  lail  refort;  the  tranquiliity  of 
the  ifland  with  its  neighbours,  and  refpectHl)!- 
lity  of  the  fleet  in  thofe  feas  rendered  the  time 
particularly  advantageous.'     The  council  and 
ailemblv,  at  the  fame  time,  in  a  memorial  to  the 
king,  detailed  their  fears  at  being  furrounded 
by  lawlefs  favages,  in  ftrength  and  number  far 
fuperior  to  themfelves,  and  notorioufly  at  thei 
diipofal  of  a  foreign  enemyr     After  difplaying 
the  infults  and  injuries  they  were  obliged  to 
fuftain    without   poflibility    of    redrefs,    they 
claimed  proteftion  as  a  right,  from  their  hav- 
ing purchafed  crown  lands  at  high  prices,  ad- 
ventured their  health  and  fortunes,  andftrained^ 
their  utmoft  credit  in  forming  the  lettlement, 
all  which  they  had  done  under  a  firm  afl'urance 
of  being  placed  in  as  fee  arc  a  fit  nation  as  the 
ilfter  iflands.   They  obferv^ed,  that  the  fuffering 
fuch  a  feparate  empire  was  not  only  incompa- 
tible M'ith  their  fafety,  but  highly  derogatorv 
from  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  Britiih 

^  Seethe  intercepted  letter,  dated  Sept.  177T.    Debrett's  Debatess 
vol.'vi.  p.  371. 

^  Idtm.  p.  37*. 
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crown:  that  lenity,  and  every  humane  expe-   CHAf. 
dient,  had  been  lono-  tried  without  fuccefs;  but      ^^-  , 
with  nalurc:^  iuc:ij)ai)le  of  gratitude  or  fenti-      177*- 
ment,  the  mild  hand  of  benevolence  loft  its  ef- 
fect, and  forbearance  would  only  ferve  (as  it 
had  already  done)  to  hicreafe  the  infolencc  of 
the  Carribs,  while  it  would  eventually  ])rove 
the  greateft  cruelty  to  the  king's  own   fub- 
jefts. 

The  experience  of  near  five  years,  from  the 
period  when  an  attempt  was  firft  made  to  pur- 
chafe  from  the  Carribs  a  part  of  their  lands,  , 
had  fully  convinced  the  Britifli  government 
that  the  tenure  of  the  iiland  in  its  prefent  ftate- 
was  impoifible,  and  that  they  muft  either  yield 
it  up  to  the  French,  or  reduce  the  Carribs  to 
fubjeftion.  The  delicacy  fliewn  in  the  year 
17G4,  in  not  immediately  affuming  poffeflion  of 
the  vacant  lands,  and  the  refpeft  paid  to  a  claim 
without  either  occupancy  or  cultivation,  had 
fubjccted  them  to  much  oppofition,  rendered 
the  favages  haughty  and  inflexible,  and  ena-^ 
bled  them  to  court  and  obtain  that  countenance 
by  which  tliey  were  encouraged  to  infult  the 
Britifii  authority,  and  fpurn  control. 

Orders  were  now  difpatchcd  to  the  com-  i6th  April 
manders  of  fliips  on  the  leeward  ftation,   to  »77a. 
prevent  all  communication  between  the  Car-  operatlont 
ribs  and  the  iilands  of  Martinico  and  St.  Lucia,  againft  th© 
and  an  armed  force  was  ordered  to  St.  Vincent's.  ^^^^«* 
In  a  letter  to  governor  Leybourne,  the  fecre-  iSthApriK 
tary  of  (late  explained  the  intentions  of  the 
cabinet,     it  was  hoped  that  the  Carribs^  when 
they  faw  the  hoftile  preparations,  and  knew  the 
refolution  of  government,  would  avoid  extremi- 
ties, and. the  governor  was  direfted  to  ufe  his 
utmofl:  efforts  m  promoting  fuch  a  difpofition ; 
to  avoid  unneceffary  feverities,  and  in  Avhatever 

mode 
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CHAP,   mode  the  fubmlflion  of  the  Carribs  might  be 

\J1^  obtained,  the  delirable  objcft  was  to  continue 
177*'  them  on  the  ifland,  under  conditions,  which 
might  be  a  lufficient  pledge  of  fafety,  and  with 
an  allotment  of  a  necefliiry  portion  of  territory. 
If,  however,  ncceflity  fliould  demand  their  re- 
moval, they  M  ere  to  be  conveyed  to  fome  un- 
frequented part  of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  or  defert 
ifland  adjacent,  to  be  treated  on  the  voyage 
with  every  humanity,  and  \rhen  put  on  ihore, 
fupplied  with  provifions,  tools,  and  implements 
requifite  for  their  prefent  and  future  fubfift- 
ence.' 

Two  regiments  were  difpatched  from  New 
York,  and  fome  l)attalions  from  Dominico  and 
other  illands:  the  operations  being  commenced 
late  in  the  year,  the  refult  M'as  unknown  when 
the  aftair  was  difcuffed  in  parliament. 

•thDec.         The  army  eftimates  being  prefented,    Mr. 

Pijcuffi.n  Thomas  Towniliend  required  an  examination 

houfeof  ^^^^  ^'^^  management  of  troops  in  the  Weft 
cQinmons.  Indies;  he  had  certain  information  that  the  re- 
giments in  St.  Vincent's  were  without  tents  or 
camp  equipage,  and  flept  in  the  woods  without 
covering.  Alderman  Trecothick  aflerted,  that 
a  fcene  of  iniquity  and  cruelty  was  tranfa6iing 
in  St.  Vincent\s,  limilar  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Spaniards  towards  the  Mexicans,  and  demanded 
the  caufe  of  thofe  hoftilities  againft  a  defence- 
lefs,  innocent,  and  inoffenfive  people.  Colonel 
Barre  made  a  fpeech  of  fome  length,  in  repro- 
bation of  the  wanton  manner  in  which  the 
hves  of  the  troops  were  facriticed ;  and  lord 
George  Germaine  fpoke  with  vehemence  on 
the  fame  iide.     Lord  North  barely  reminded 

a  Sc^lord  Hillfl)oroiigh*8  letter  to  governor  Leyboumc    Debrett's 
Debates^  vol.  vi,  p.  388. 

the 
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the  houfe,  that  they  were  dcfertini?  the  bufinefs  chap. 
of  the  day,  profefl'ed  his  willingiiels  to  ir.ect  the    ^^ 
inquiry,  and  furnifli  the  hoiifc  with  all  proper 
information.     Mr. Townihead  proniifcd  to  pro- 
fjCiite  the  fubject,  and  in  two  days  afterwards  nth  Dec. 
made  a  motion  for  papers  which  was  acceded      ^^"*' 
to  without  a  divifion.      Thefe  papers  clearly 
proved  that  the  charge  of  neglecting  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  troops  was  unfounded.  . 
•  Thk  general  queftion  came  again  under  con-  'oth  Feb. 
fideration  after  the  recefs,  when  Mr.  Townlhend  (^^^nieffes 
moved,   that  generals  Wooten   and  Trapaud,  examined. 
commanders  of  the  two  regiments  employed  at 
St.  Vincent's,  fliould   be  examined.      Cieneral 
Wooten  had  received  no   accounts ;   general 
Trapaud  read  an  e'xtrafcl  of  a  letter,  dated  the 
fourteenth  of  Novembei*)  and  received  the  fe- 
venteenth  of  December,  in  thefe  words:  "  The 
'  mortality  among  the  men  is  very  great,  ow- 
'  ins:  to  the  heavy  and  continual  rains  which 
we  Jiave  at  this  fcafon.     The  poor  Carribs" 
have  been  ill  ufcd.    They  att  with  great  cau- 
tion; and  the  woods  arc  fo  thick  that  they 
knock  our  men  down  with  the  2:reateft  fecu- 
rity  to  themfelves,  as  it  is  impoffihlc  we  can 
fee  them.     We  have  only  been  able  to  pene- 
trate  four  miles   into  the  count rv.      God 
knows  how  this  pretty  expedition  will  end; 
all  we  hope  for,  is,  that  the  promoters  and 
contrivers  of  it  will  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy 
aud   fevere    account."      The    credit   which 
might  be  due  to  this  imperfect  and  fpeculative 
fcrap  was  greatly  diminillied,  by  a  declaration 
from  the  minifter,  that  no  letter  cither  of  com- 
plaint or  intellio'ence  had  been  received  bv  the 
lecretary  of  ftate,  finccthe  feventeenth  of  No- 
vember. 

On 
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« 

CHAP.       On  a  fubfeqiient  day,  evidence  was  examin-^ 
^^Lf    ^^^  chiefly  refpcdiing  the  difpolition  of  the  Car- 
1773.      ribs.     IVo  Avilneffes,   lieutenant  Fletcher  and 
ixihFeb.    governor  Gore,  fpokeof  them  in  advantageous 
terms,  but  the  former  left  the  ifland  in   17^7  ; 
the  latter  in  1760.    Captain  Farquhar,  who  had 
afted  as  governor  Melville's  deputy  for  eleven 
,  months,  declared,  he  knew  no  inftances  of  their 
ill.  behaviour,  but  found  them  peaceable  and 
difpofed  to. trade.     On  the  other  hand,  cap- 
tain Rofs,  M'ho  had  recently  left  the  colony,  de- 
clared, they  were  by  nature  thieves,  and  unwor- 
thy of  confidence.     Mr.  Sharpe,  the  fpeaker  of 
the  aflembly,  depofed,  that  they  were  a  faith- 
lefs  people,   and  while  they  continued  in  the 
ifland,  neither  the  lives  nor  properties  of  his 
niajefty's  fubjeds  could  be  fecure;  that  murders 
and  robberies  were  frequent;  tliat  his  own  ne- 
groes had  been  murdered  in  the  field;  and  no 
inducements  were  wanting  to  encourage  the 
Haves  to  deiert;  the  Carribs  were  much  ad- 
dicted to  drinking,  and  in  their  debaucheries 
were  cruel,  and  abandoned  to  every  fpecies  of 
i5ih.        vice.     The  overtures  to  count  d'Ennery  were 

alfo  proved, 
Mr.  Mr.  TowNSHEND  expatiated  on  the  cruel- 

kfnd"^"  ties  and  injuftice  to  which  the  Carribs  were  ex- 
motions,  pofed,  and  defcanted  on  the  unparalleled  inhu- 
manity of  fending  them  to  an  uninhabited 
ifland  J  where  they  muft  perilh  by  famine,  or, 
if  landed  on  the  continent,  fall  a  prey  to  the 
mercilefs  negro  inhabitants ;  and  that,  by  means 
of  the  ftill  more  mercilefs  negroes  of  the  cabi- 
net. He  made  two  motions,  firft.  That  the  ex- 
pedition to  St.  Vincent's  was  undertaken  with- 
out fufficient  provocation,  upon  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  interefted  men,  and  muft,  if  luccefl*- 
^  ful. 
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fill,  end  in  total  extirpation;   the  other,  That   chap* 
the  military  were  lent  out  in  an  improper  fea-    ^^'  , 
fon  of  the  year,   and  that  the  ruin  of  fonie      *773* 
of  the  bell  troops  in  the  fervice  was  likely  to 
cnfue. 

A  LONG  debate  was  maintained,  in  which  few 
arguments  of  great  weight  or  importance  were  ^ 

ufed  Colonel  Barre  was  fmgularly  happy,  in  a 
ludicrous  comparifon,  between  Mr.  Alexander, 
the  prefideiit  of  the  council,  and  Alexander  of 
Macedon.  In  defcantine  on  the  conduct  of  the 
commiffioners  towards  t\ie  Carribs,  he  intro- 
duced an  anecdote  of  the  late  war  in  America. 
A  volunteer  being  on  a  party  \yith  fome  light 
infantry,  and  a  few  friendly  Indians,  they  were 
futrounded;  the  volunteer  Ihewing  ligns  of 
fear,  an  Indian,  and  old  frien3,  inquired  the 
caufe;  the  volunteer  cxprefied  a  drcacl  of  being 
fcalped  by  the  enemy.  O!  replied  the  Indian, 
i  will  remove  that  uneafinefs,  for  I  ihall  take 
care  to  fcalp  you  myfelf.  The  proceedings  of 
government  were  ably  defended  by  Hans  Stan- 
ley, lord  Barrington,  and  lord  North.  The 
motions  were  loft  by  great  majorities,*  as  was 
another,  for  an  addrefs  to  inform  the  houfe,  by 
vhofe  advice  the  expedition  was  undertaken. 

Before  thefe  debates  werettcrminatcd,  the  Tenr.im?- 
fubjeft  ceafed  to  exift:  Alter  a  campaign,  in-  tionoFihe 
evitably  protra6led  by  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  the  enemy,  the  Brit ith  troops,  aided 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  fleet,  which  prevented 
all  extraneous  fuccour,  reduced  the  Carribs  to  171I1  Jan. 
the  neceffity  of  acceding  to  a  treaty,  by  which 
every  point  in  conteft  was  fully  adjul:ed.     The 
Carribs  acknowledging  fubjcction,  and  agreeing 

I  206  to  88—199  to  7S. 

to 
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CHAP,  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  an  ample 
XX.  portion  of  land  was  allotted,  and  guaranteed  to 
1773.  them  for  ever.  The  Britifli  fubjefts  were  al- 
lowed free  accefs  to  their  territory  in  fearch  of 
runaway  flavcs;  to  make  roads  in  every  direc- 
tion ;  and  the  laws  of  Britain  were  to  be  reforted 
to  in  every  cafe  between  the  Carribs  and  the 
colohilis,  although,  in  their  tranfaftions  with 
each  other,  the  lavages  were  left  at  liberty  to 
reoulate  thcmfclves  by  their  own  cuftoms.  The 
lofs  in  this  expedition  was  about  a  hundred 
and  fiih  killed:  one  hundred  and  ten  fell  vie- 
tinis  to  the  climate,  and  at  the  time  of  con- 
*  chidino-  the  treaty,  four  hundred  and  twenty-^ 

cii)ht  were  fick  and  wounded."  » 

5th Feb.         A  PKTiTiox  from  the  captains  of  the  navy, 
jmri/cof  ff^p  m^  increafe  of  pay,  was  prefented  by  lord 
taimrin^^'    Howc,    aud   tliough  oppoled    by  lord   North 
Uicnav).  .  and    Mr.  Fox,   adopted,''    in   confequence  of 
which,  their  faliry  was  augmented,  by  the  ad- 
dition of  two  Ihillino'S  a  day. 
Feb.  and         A  BILL  was  again  brought  in,  though  con- 
^larch.       i'uJerably  altered  from  that  of  lail  year,  for  re- 
\^x  oTdi'i-'  li^f  of  the  proteftant  dilienters.  'It  was  debated 
feniei*ie-   ir,  au  animated  manner,  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
•'^'''''^'        mons,    and   palled ;    but  M'as  rejefted  by  the 
•jdFcb.     lords.*      Sir  Wiiliam   Meredith   alfo    made  a 
motion    relative  to    fubfcribing    the    thirty- 

«  See  the  treaty  of  peace^  compnzed  in  44  articles  j  Hiftory  of 
lord  North's  adminiftration,  p.  95,  ct  feq.  I  have  detailed  this  tranf- 
aChon  at  :reat  length,  and  quoted  the  authorities  with  iTjinu^cnefs,  on 
account  ot  the  miiieprerentatioiis  which  have  prevailed  on  the  Aih* 
jc^t.  It  is  fomewhat  extraordinary,  that  while  this  llrugglc  was 
nnintaired  in  St.  Vincent's,  the  Poitugueze  in  the  Brazils,  and  the 
Dutch  in  burinam,  both  ailif  s  of  England,  were  engaged  in  conteftf 
with  the  natives,  and  with  their  rebellious  Haves. 

w  1 54.  to  145. 
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nine  articles    at  the  time  of  matriculation  in  chap. 
the  imiverfities;  but  after  a  long  debate,  it  was      xx. 
negatived/  ^tT 


f  On  this  occafion,  the  following  obfervatioDS  are  fald  to  have  been 
made  by  lord  Chatham.  Dr.  'Drummend,  arcbbiihopof  York,  hav* 
ia^  crtlled  the  diflenting  minifters  *'  Men  qf  dofe  ambition  $**  lord 
Chatham  accufed  him  of  judging  uncharitably  \  **  Whoever  brought 
'<  fuch  a  charge  againft  them  defamed,** — Here  he  pauieJ)  and  then 
proceeded^-*'  The  diflenting  minifters  are  reprefented  as  men  of  clofe 
^'  ambition.  They  are  fo,  my  lords  $  and  their  ambition  is  to  keep 
^*  clof:  to  the  college  of  fiHiermen,  not  of  cardinals ;  and  to  the  doc- 
**  trine  of  infpired  apoftles,  not  to  the  decrees  of  interefted  and  afpir- 
'*  ing  bifhops.—- They  contend  for  a  fptritual  creeds  and  fpiritual 
*<  worihip.  We  have  a  Calvin  idle  creed,  a  Popi(h  Uturgy,  and  an 
*'  Arminian  clergy.**  This  debate  it  not  reported,  and  for  this 
f^h  I  have  no  authority,  except  a  report  of  Barke*s  fpeech,  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1790,  in  Debrett*s  Parliamentary  Regifter,  yoLxxvii. 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-FIRST: 

1771  —  1774. 

View  of  the  *war  between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte^ 
— Commencement  of  hojiilities.  —  Succejfes  of 
Ruffia. — Deftruction  of  the  Turkijh  feet. — 
Jealoufy  of  France.^Congi^efs  at  Fokjhiani. 
— Preparations  of  France. — Augmentation 
of  the  Brit  if  I  naval  force: — French  minijler 
eager  for  war. — The  king  axerfe.  —  Prepa- 
rations at  Breji.  —  Conferefice  of  lord  Stor* 
mont   with    the  French  minijier.'^  Ai^ia- 
ment  at  BreJi  difcontinued.  —  New  one  at 
Toulon.  —  Preparations  in  England.  —  -S'e- 
cond  conference  of  the  Britijh  embajfador 
with  the  French  minijier. — Frajice  deterred 
from    hojiilities.  —  Preparations    mutually 
fufpended. — Peace  betzveen  Ruffia  and  th^ 
Porte.'^Tranfactions  of  the  city  of  London^ 
"^Refolutions  refpecting  the  duration  ofpav" 
liament.—'Addrefs  and  remonf  ranee  to  the 
king.^^Ineff^ectual  efforts  to  revive  the  po^ 
pularity  of  JVilkes.'-^He  moves  an  addrefs 
to  the  kingy  which  is  negatived. — Libels  the 
lord-mayor — And  is  unfuccefsful  as  candi^ 
date,  to  fucceed  him. — State  of  Ireland.^^ 
Meeting  of  parliament.  —  The  houfe  fur^ 
rounded  by  a  mob. — Opjbojition  tOj  and  pro- 
teji  againji  the  addrefs. -^Refgnation  of 
Mr.  Ponfonby. — Proceedings  in  the  eifuing 
feffion.  — Addreffes  oppofed. — Amended  money 
bill  rejected. — Alterations  in  the  ejlablijh^ 
inent  of  revenue  officers. — Hearts  ofSteeL^-^ 
Loan  negotiated. — Prorogation  of  parlia^ 
men t.  —  l/^rd   Townjhend    recalled.  —  Suc^ 

ceeded 
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teeded  by  lord  Har court. — Affairs  of  Amt^ 
rica. — Con t eft  of  the  New  England  affemhltf 
with  the  governor. — Taxation  of  revenue  oj^ 

^Jicers.  —A^drefs  T-ttemonJirAnce  ^^And'pro^ 
rogation  of  the  affemhly .—Progrefi  of  oppo^ 
fit  ion. — Injiuencein  tneajfembly. — Peroerfe 
'ufe  of  ihe  prefs. — Dependent  flate  of  the 
fudges. — Governors  prohibited  from  receiv- 
ing prefents.— Proceedings  of  the  ajfembly. 
^Le^ijlature  removed  hack  to  Bofion. — 7u- 
multiioiis  flate  of  that  tomn. — Revenue  of- 
fice/:s  infulted. — Thefchooner  Gafpee  burned. 
— it^ort  of  the  intention  to  fix  the  falaries 
of  t7ie Judges.  — Town  meeting. — Correjpond" 
ing  committees  appointed. — Obfcrvations  on 
them. — Declaration  of  rights. — Addrefs  to 
fhe  people. — Meeting  of  the  legijlaturd  — * 
They  deny  the  legi/lative  authority  ofparlia^ 
ment. — Tranfactwns  refpecting  the  falaries 
"of  judges. — The  governoY  ajfents  to  the  act 
^But  refufes  to  affent  to  a  further  grant. ^^ 
Activity  of  the  correfponding  committees,  -r- 
]Publication  of  letters  from  Hutchinfon  and 
Bernard. — Proceedings  of  the  ajfembly."^ 
They  petition  the  king  to  remove  the  governor 
4nd  lieutenant-governor. — Effect  of  the  pub* 
iication  in  America. — Effect  of  the  act  for 
exporting  tea  dutyfree.  '^Proceedings  at 
Bofton.  •—  A r rival  of  a  jhip.  -^  Body  meeting. 

.  —  OtKerJhips  arrive.  — Their  cargoes  thrown 
into  the  fea. — Proceedings  in  other  pro* 
tinces. — impeachment  of  the  chief-jujiicef 

.  '^His  letter. — Affembly  diffolved. 

CHAP 

IN  his  fpeech,  at  the  clofe  of  the  feffion  of  par-      xxi.  * 
liament,  the  king  mentioned  the  affairs  of  j'ftjuiy^ 
the  continent  in  thefe  terms:  *'  The  continu-  1773. 
**  ance  of  the  war  between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte,  ?j^\^ 
"  with  both  of  whom  I  am  clofely  connefted  tET^^rf 
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CHAP.  '^  in  friendfliip,  although  under  no  engagement 

^^^    "  to  either,  gives  me  great  concern.    But^  from 

the  pacific  difpofition  of  other  powers,  I  have 

reafoB  to  hope  that  thefe  troubles  wjll  extend 

'*  no  further.     I  fhall  perfevere  in  my  earneft 

**  endeavours  to  preferve  the  general  tranquil- 

**  lity  of  Europe;  at  the  fame  time  it  fliall  be 

*'  the  conftant  objc6l  of  my  care,  to  be  fuffi-* 

*'  ciently  prepared   againft  any  event  which 

"  may  aflteft  the  honour,  fafety,  or  intereft  of 

*^  my  kingdoms." 

Com-  Hostilities  between  thefe  two  powers  had 

«j?ncemcnt  liged  fince  the  )Tar  1769:  their  firft  fpring  may 

tie»  be-  *'    pi*obably  be  found  in  the  intriguing  genius  of 

tween  Ruf-  Choifcul,  who  fomented  diftyrbances  in  Poland, 

Portc.^  ^  ^^^  *^^  purpofe  of  referving  to  his  cabinet  the 
power  of  interfering,  when  a  favourable  occa- 
sion lliould  prefent  itlclf.  By  the  exertions  of 
th^  French  minifter,  a  party  was  foftered,  called 
*the  Confederation  of  Bar,  who,  uniting  reli- 
gion with  patriotifm,  maintained  open  rebellion 
againft  the  authority  of  king  Staniflans  Auguf- 
tus.  They  frequently  folicited  the  afliftance  of 
tlie  Turks,  but  witliout  effcft,  till,  in  October 
I7fi8,  prince  Gallitzin,  in  purfuing  a  party  of 
l^bles,  not  only  entered  the  Turkilh  dominions^ 
but  burned  Balta,  \  fmall  town  belonging  to 
the  fultart. 

Irritated  bv  this  violation  of  territory, 

ind  inftigated  by  the  interefted  reprefentation* 

of  France,  the  fultan  iinprifoned,  in  the  Seven 

Tbwers,   Ofbrekow    the  emprefs's  minifter  at 

\  .  .       Con  ft  ant  i  nop  le.     This  violence  occafioned  the 

commencement  of  a  war,  during  whick  the 

"^  Ruffian  empire  firft  effeftually  difplayed   its^ 

.  .     mighty  energies;    the  conteft  was  condujfited 

." .        with  great  animofity,  but  generally  favoarably 

to  the  Itufiians :  they  over-ran  Wallacliia  anrf 

Moldavia  ; 
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Moldavia;  and  thq  emprefs  having  adopted  the  chap. 
novel  and  bold  meafure  of  fending  a  fleet  into   y^Jii, 
the  Mediterranean,  had  the  fatisfadlion  of  fee-  D«ftriie*.' 
ing  the  Turkilh  marine  effeaually  deftroyed,  ^^J^ 
in  the  harbour  of  Chefm6,  on  the  coaltof  Na-  flceu 
tolia. 

France  beheld  the  progrefs  of  the  JlufTians  jeaioufyqf 
Arith  jealoufy  and  alarm :  llie  had  encouraged  F«n«^c- 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  in  the  hope  of 
reducing  the  power  of  ,Ruflia,  and  was  propor- 
tionally irritated  at  finding  them  tend  to  the 
aggrandizement  of  the  emprefs,  and  the  dif- 
grace  of  the  Turks.  The  Ruflian  naval  power 
was  regarded  with  peculiar  malevolence;  and 
the  French  cabinet  made  feveral  efforts  to  aflift 
the  grand  fultan,  but  w^ere  always  over-awed 
by  the  refolution  and  formidable  appearance  of 
the  Britifti  fleet. 

In  Auguft  1772,  a  pacificatory  congrefs  was  Congreft 
ineffeftually  held  at  Fokfliiani,  and  probably  ^q^^^^ 
the  French  influence  was  flill  jsxerted,  in  pre- 
venting the  Turks  from  acceding  to  terms, 
humiliating   to   them,    and    advantageous  to 
Ruffia. 

('ovsroERApLE  maritime  preparation^  were  prqa,^. 
made  in  the  French  ports,  ana  every  mean^  at-  tiont  of 
tempted  to  lull  the  fufpicions,  or  elude  the  y\-  ''^^^ 
gilance,  of  the  Britiih  miniftry ;  but  in  yain. 
The  king,  bound  by  treaties  with  both  the  conr 
tending  powers,  refufed  to  permit  the  undue 
interference  of  a  foreign  nation,  or  an  arma- 
ment, for  the  purpofe  of  diftating  a  mode  of 
pacification.     Early  in  the  late  feifion  of  par-  ^j  Dcc. 
liament,  meafures  \vtxt  adopted  for  putting  the  '77». 
navy  on  a  refpe6lable  eftablilhment;   twenty  tadSToT 
thoufand  men  were  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  the  Britiih 
year;  and  although  the  delicacy  of  the  crifis  ^^^^ 
forbad  the  miniftry  to  difclofe  the  real  motive 
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«  • 

of  their  preparations,  itjdid  not  efcape  the  pe- 
netration of  oppofition,  who  obferved,  that 
while  the  king's  fpeech  brciathcd  fentiments  of 
peace,  the  meafures  of  his  fervants  indicated 
nothing  but  hoftihty.* 

The  duke  d^Aiguillqn,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  the  French  miniftry,  was  anxious  to  engage, 
in  the  cpnteft,  and  eflayed  every  art  to  make 
the  Britiih  court  regard  the  proceeding  with 
indHFerence*'  In  a  council  at  Verfailles,  d'Ai-^ 
fi^uillon  announced  a  demand  made  by  Sweden, 
for  certain  fuccpuvs  ftipulated  by  France,  oh 
the  plea  that  her  independency  was  threatened 
by  a  joint  attack  from  Ruflia  and  Denmark:, 
tne  king,  and  many  liipmbers  of  the  cabinet;, 
were  averfe  frbiri  hoft'^lity,  as  other  great  na- 
tions would  alfo  iiiterfere,  arid  a  general  war 
would  probably  enfue;  they  propofed  a  fupply 
m  money,  but  d'Aiguillon  airerted,  that  Sweden 
inCfted'oxi  a  fuccour  de  force';  a  fleet  of  four- 
teen  fail,  he  faid,  might  be  equipped  in  a 
month;  England  would  not  oppofe,  and  Hol- 
land would  affift  in  the  meafure.  'Louis  XV. 
was  difpleafed  a^  the  profpeft  of  impending 
l^oftilities ;  but  the  other  members  of  thfe  coun- 
cil having  declared  their  fentiments,  d^cl  not 
,  venture  further  to  bppbfe  the  minifiei,  and  or- 
ders were  difpatched  to  Breft  for  arming;  twelve 
fliips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  manned  witii 
feven  thoufand  failors,  a  number  fo  greatly  ex- 
ceeding the  iifual  complement,  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed  officers  and  foldiers  w^re  intended  to  be 
included  under  that  defcription. 

In  an  interview  with  lord  Stormont,  the  Bri- 

*  See  Dfbretfs  Debates,  vol.  vi.  p.  301  to  314.  AKo  refpe6b'ng 
the  war,  (£uvre$  du  Roi  de  Profle,  vol;  W,  Life  of  the  £niprefa 
Catherine,  toL  iL  c«  y.  vi.  and  vii.  Eton's  Survey  of  the  Turki(h 
Empire,  c.t.  •  » 
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t'ith  cinbaflaclor,  d'Aiguillon  dwelt  on  the  am-  chap. 
bitious  views  of  Ruflia,  her  demands  on  the  v^^^ 
Porte,  and  her  aiming  to  reign  dcfpotically  in      '773- 
the  north,  by  regulating  the  gpvemment  of  rence^of 
!         Sweden,  and  attackins:  that  kingdom  in  con-  lord  Stor- 
cert  with  Denmark;  France,  hefaid,  was  bound  JJc^French 
by  every  tie  of  intereft  and  honour,  to  fupport  minifter. 
Sweden,   if  attacked.      Lord   Stormont,    per- 
ceiving tl:ie  drift  of  thefe  obfervations,  ^n- 
fwered,  much  woiild  depend  on  the  mode  of 
Supporting  S'.reden;    fo4'  although  the    king 
wiflied  to  avoid  whatever  could  difturb  the  har- 
mony   fubfiftiiig  between  the  two   couits,   a 
French  fleet  in  the  Baltic  would  draw  a  Britifh 
fleet  there  alfo.  The  duke,  diflatisfied  at  this  in^ 
timation,  obferved,  that  England  always  backed 
her  fri/sndly  profeflions  with  a  declaration,  in- 
fifting,  that  France  fliould  renounce  her  hor 
nour,  by  abandoning  her  ancient  ally,  threats 
ened  with  deftruAion ;  a  requifition  with  which 
he  could  never  comply.     Lord  Stormont  vc^ 
plied,  that  France  might  give  other  fuccours^ 
but  the  entry  of  two  fleets  into  the  Baltic, 
would  in  effect  be  no  more  beneficial  than  a 
neutrality:  this  declaration  was  carefully  qua- 
lified, by  obferving,  he  had  never  faid  the  Bri- 
tilh  would  attack  the  French  fleet,  but  he  could 
not  be  refponfible  for  contingencies    arifing 
from  two  fleets  in  the  fame  feas. 

This  vigorous  language  produced  fome  ef-  ^tUAprxi^ 
fed;    the  preparation  at  Bred  was   counter-  ^^Bre™*''^^ 
manded:  but  ftill  the  French  court,  hoping  to  difcon- 
elude  the  vigilance  of  the  Britilh  government,  tinued. 
directed  an  armament  of  twelve  or  thirteen  fail 
of  the  line  to  be  equipped  at  Toulon,  under  New  one 
pretence  of  exercifmg  the  failors ;  and  the  order  *'  Toulon, 
forfeven  thoufand  men  at  Brefl  was  not  re- 
traced. 
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In  announcing  this  information,  lord  Stor- 
mont  fuggefted,  that  vigorous  and  immediate 
preparations,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  with- 
out affe6led  fecrecy  or  affefted  oftentation, 
might  be  the  mod  eifeftual  means  of  preferv- 
ing  the  public  tranquillity.  This  prudent  ad- 
vice was  perfeSly  confonant  to. the  judgment 
of  the  cabinet,  and  oir  the  fame  day  his  letter 
was  received,  the  embaflador  was  inftrucled  to 
declare,  if  France  flirred  an  oar,  England 
would  immediately  bend  her  fsils :  no  pro- 
polal  could  be  admiffible,  tending,  in  any 
ihape,  to  lead  Great  Britain  to  connive  at 
France  fending  a  fleet  into  the  Baltic  or  Aledi- 
tcrraneah. 

Before  the  receipt  of  thefe  inftrudions, 
d'Aiguillon  exprefsly  avowed  to.  lord  Stormont 
the  mtended  armament  at  Toulon,  though  he 
declared  it  was  only  equipped  for  the  purpofe 
of  perfonning  evolutions.  After  much  diicuf- 
fion,  lord  Stormont  obferved,  that  although  he 
had  not,  in  his  former  difcourfe,  mentioned  the 
Mediterranean,  yet  his  arguments  re^>c6iing 
the  Baltic  applied  with  e<iual  force  to  that 
fea:  he  then  afked  the  duke  if  he  ferioully 
meant  the  fleet  for  evolutions  alone?  d'Aiguil- 
lon replied,  he  indeed  intended  it  fo,  buf 
it  might  poflibly  be  employed  in  affifting 
Sweden. 

Convinced  from-  the  manner  of  the  French 
ininifler,  that  he  was  bent  on  plunging  the  two 
kingdoms  in  war,  and  appreheiilive  he  did  not 
truly  reprefent  to  his  fovereign  the  fentiments 
of  tiie  Britifh  court,  lord  Stormont  fuggefted 
the  propriety  of  delivering  a  memorial  to  the 
duke,  as  he  then  muft  fubmit  it  to  the  king  of 
France;  he  alfo  announced,  that  the  Toulon 
fquadroii  would  be  ready  for  fea  by  the  end  of. 

May, 
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May,  and  recommended  an  immediate  arma-  ^hap* 
meat  as  the  beft  means  of  preferving  peace.  y^^Lj 

Is  purfuance  of  thefe  fuggeftlons,  a  memo-     'j77j.  ^ 
pal  was  forwarded  to  lord  Stormont;  and  pro-  JJcmwwi* 
per  orders  ilfued  for  a  naval  equipment  to  the 

Ix  the  mean  time,  another  council  was  held  ^"^^o^h 
at Verfailles,  in  whichd'AiguiUon faithfully  re-  »oth,'ai*, 
ported  the  fentiments  of  the  Britilh  miniftcr ;  »i<*»  ^^^^- 
and  lord  Stormont  was  foon  informed  that  the  tdr^froa 
Toulon  fquadron  was  either  difarmed  or  confi-  hoftiiitie«/ 
derably  reduced.    This  information  was  con-  ^*|^ 
firmed  by  the  dukehimfcif,  who  negligently  faid, 
orders  had  been  ifliied  to  fufpend  the  arma- 
ment, and  the  failors  countermanded:  two  fri- 
gates only  would  be  fent  to  the  Archipelago, 
and  three  iliips  of  the  line  to  Brelt 

Shortly   afterwards,    d'Aiguillon  interro-  25*. 
gated  lord  Stormont  on  the  naval  preparations  ^«pa«- 
in  England,   who  anfwered,  that  the  proceed-  tuaiiy  f^ 
ings  of  France  would  regulate  thofe  of  his  fo-  pcnde<L 
vercign;    in  a  few  days  he  was  ollicially  in-  jQth. 
fonned,  that  the  armament  was  abandoned  till 
further  orders.'* 

Thus,  by  a  timely  exertion  of  refolution  and  P«cebe. 
vigour,  tempered  with  moderation.  Great  Bri-  b^i^gg^ 
tain  not  only  avoided  the  calamities  of  war,  powm. 
bat  eftedually  ferved  the  caufe  of  her  ally,  and 
facilitated  the  peace,  which  was  in  the  next 
year  concluded  between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte.*" 
•   Thk  progrefs  of  this  affair  occafioned  no 
great  fenfation  in  England.     The  faction  in  the 
city  was  reduced  by  divilions  to  the  losveft  ebb. 
They  attempted  to  intereft  the  public  by  recur-  »^*  F* 

>  •  .  ■ 

^  From  private  iDformatiun  j  letters  and  minutes  taken  on  the  oc- 

cafion. 

*  The  Britifli  fleet  was  in  June  a(Iemb1ed  at  Portfmouth :  on  the 
tidy  (he  king  went  to  view  this  grand  national  bulwark,  and  ci|i 
^attd  bi|D£eif  tQ  every  one  by  his  affability  and  (iQunty- 

ring 
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c  H  A.  P.  ring  to  general  topics  of  legiflation,  and  there* 
J  J^J[;^   fore,  on  the  motion  of  Oliver,  the  court  of  al- 
177S.     dermen  pafled*  a  refolution,  "  That  a  frequent 
^Mpaflcd  "  sipp^al  to  the  conftituent  part  of  the  people, 
by  the  city  "  by  flioit  parliaments,  vas  their  undoubte4 
^*'^"^on»  ^'  right,  and  the  only  means  by  which  the  right 
the^dura?    "  of  a  real  reprefentation  cooki   be  enjoyed 
tjonofpar,  ^^  and  maintained."     In  confequence  of  thisi 
ixih*^Mar,^^*^  a  livcry  was  called,  who  palVed  a  fimilar 
refolution,  and  propofcd  a  teft  for  the  city  can- 
didates at  any  future  ele^ion,  by  which  they 
ihould  bind  themfelves  to  ufe  every  endeavour 
in  obtaining  annual,  or  at  leail  triennial  parlia- 
nients. 
Addrefs         TiiEY  alfo  agreed  to  anew  addrefs,  petition, 
^nd  re-       and  remonftrance,  on  the  old  fubjeds  of  the 
toihe         Middleicx  eleftion,  the  imprifonment  of  the 
^nfr         magiftrates,  and  tlie  crafure  of  the  record  in 
Wilkes's  cafe,  and  praying  for  a  diiTolution  of 
parliament,  and  difmiflton  of  the  miniftry.  The 
•6ihMar.  king,  M'hen  it  was  prefented,  faid,  it  w^a$  fo  void 
of  foundation,  and  conceived  in  fuch  difre- 
fpeftful  terms,  that  he  was  convinced  the  peti^ 
tioneiTs  themfelves  did  not  ferioufly  imagine  it 
could  be  complied  with. 
Effort*  to        Many  attempts  were  ineffe^ually  made  to 
Wilkes'     revive  the  popular  enthufiafm  for  Wilkes.     Ou 
iwpubrity.  B,  Call  of  the  houfc,  the  llierifFs  fummoned  him 
7ih  April,  among  the    county  and   city  members,   and 
sotb.         omitted  Mr.  Luttrell;  Wilkes,  in  a  letter  to  the 
fpeaker,  renewed  his  claim  to  a  feat,  and  in  the 
ufual  manner  inveighed  againft  the  return  of 
his  opponent :  }\e  applied  at  the  petty-bag  ofr 
fice  for  a  certificate  of  his  election,  which  was 
refufed.  as  the  firft  return  of  the  writ  had  beeri 
altered  by  the  houfe.     He  tranfmitted  his  com- 
4)laint  on  the  fubjefl  to  ferjeant  Glynn,  who 
mentioned  it  in  parliament,  and  made  an  uut 

fuccefsful 
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fiiccefsful  motion,  that  Wilkes  Ihould  be  pfr-  char 
initted  to  fubftantiate  his  charge.     Sir  George  J^^^ 
Savile  availed  himfelf  of  this  opportunity  to     1773. 
renew  his  motion  relative  to  the  rights  of  elec- 
tion ;  it  occafioned  a  debate,  but  was  nega? 
tived.* 

Wilkes,  who  in  purfuing  his  favourite  pb-  9th June, 
left  of  wounding  the  feelings  of  the  king,  was  ^*JdI2^- 
iiever  reftrained  by  delicacy  or  decorum,  made 
a  motion,  in  a  court  of  common-council,  for 
an  addrefs,  congratulating  his  majefty  on  the 
fafe  delivery  of  the  duchefs  of   Gloucefter. 
This  effort  of  mean  and  wanton  infolence,  was 
pppofed  as  an  affront  to  the  king,  and  at  length  which  i« 
negatived,  becaufe  it  was  not  ufual  for  the  city  ncgativat 
to  addrefs,  except  for  the  iffue  of  the  immediate 
heir'to  the  crown. 

Libels  againft  the  members  of  different  wiikes'* 
juntos  in  tlie  city  were  no\r  no  lefs  common  oS*Se**"* 
'and  frequent  than  thoft  againft  the  court  and  lord- 
courtiers.  *  Wlkes,  in  a  public  paper,  ftigma-  "**y^* 
Vized  the  rule  of  the  lord-mayor  (Townftend) 
for  violence,  tyranny,  negle^  of  public  bufi- 
hefi,  contempt  of  order  and  decorum,  and  the 
inoft  fordid  parfimony.      For  this  offence  he 
vas  called  to  account  by  the  court  of  alder-  lothSept. 
jnen;  but  inftead  of  denying,  he  gloried  in  the 
charge,  and  added  partiality  and  cruelty  to  his 
former  accufations.     Wilkes  was  candidate  for 
the  mayoralty,  but  without  fuccefs;  alderman 
BuH  was  ele^ed,  and  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the  i7tb  Nor, 
late  magiftrate  was  accompanied  by  a  motion 
of  cenfure  on  his  libeller,  Munich  was  only  with- 
Idrawn  on  the  inlerceffion  of  Townfliend  himfelf. 

Discontent  and  turbulence  ftill  prevailed  state  of  ' 
in  Ireland.    The  fudden  prorogation  of  parlia-  i^la*^ 
)nent  was  not  forgiven,  and  thofe  who  felt  the 

,     *  t%i  againft  151. 

greateft 
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]CHAP«   greateft  refentment  employed  the  interval  in 

^^^J-      reinforcing  their  friends,  and  concerting  new 

meafures.     Lord  Shannon  and  Mr,  Ponfonby 

were,  during  the  recefs,  deprived  of  all  their 

places,  and  the  acceflion  of  their  ftrenojth  and 

influence    was    anxioufly     expeded    by    the 

jiiinority, 

a6tii  Feb,       The  lord-lieutcnant  luet  the  legiflature  with 

277'..        a  conciHatory  fpeech,  informing  them,  that  the 

of  pariia-    bountics  on  exportation  of  linen  were  continued 

i»«n^        and  extended ;  and  that,  with  a  very  ftri6l;  ecor 

nomy,    the  duties  granted  in  the  laft  feifiou 

would  be  fufficient  for  the  expcncc*  of  the 

year,  and  no  fupply  required.     He  rejoiced  ii^ 

the  opportunity  of  co-operating  with  them  for 

the  public  welfare,  and   flattered  himfelf  that 

their  mutual  endeavours  would  bring  the  fef- 

fion  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  conclufion. 

ayih.  On  the  enfuing  day,  when  the  addrefs  was 

roundcd**^'  *^  ^^  movcd,  a  mob,  armed  with  clubs  and 

b/amob.  cutlaffes,  furroundcd  the  houfe  of  parliament, 

and  attempted  to  compel  fcveral  members  to 

take  an  oath  of  th^ir  diftating,  which   being 

refufed,  many  perfons  difiinguiflied  for  their 

adherence  to  government  were  infulted   and 

mal-treated,  nor  was  the  tur^iult  quelled  with' 

out  the  affiftance  of  the  military. 

Addreffes      The  addrelfcs  were  ftrenuoufly  oppofed  in  both 

oppofcd.     hQufes;  and  a  paragraph,  ^laanking  the  king 

for  continuine;  lord  Townfliend  in  the  lord-lieu- 

Froteft,      tenaijcy,  occafioned  a  ftrong  proteft,  figned  by 

fifteen  peers,  and  concluding  in  thefe  terms: 

*'  Becaufe  moderation,  firmnefs,  confiftencv,  a 

**  due  diftin^tive  regard  to  all  ranks  of  perlons, 

"  a  regular  fyftem  of  adminiftration,  being,  asi 

*'  we  conceive,  indifpenfably  requifite  to  the 

**  fupport^ud  dignity  of  government,  and  to 

^^  the 
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^  the  condu6l  of  his  majefty's  affairs,  wfe  can-  ck  ap- 
"  not,  without  violation  of  truth  and  juftice,    v>5iU8 
"  return  thanks  to  the  king  fbr  continuing  a 
^  chief  governor,  who  in  contempt  of  all  forms 
"  of  bufinefs,  and  rules  of  deceiicy,  heretofore 
"  refpecled  by  his  predeceffors,  is  a6luated  only 
"  by  the  moll  arbitrary  caprice,  to  the  detri- 
"  ment  of  his  majefty's  intereft,  to  the  injury 
*^  of  this  oppreffed  country,    and  tcf  the  un- 
"  fpeakable  vexation  of  perfons  of  every  con- 
^  dition."     Mr.  Ponfonby,  the  fpeaker  of  the 
lioufe  of  commons,  at  the  fame  time,  refigned  Refigna- 
the  chair,  declaring  by  letter,  that  he  confidered  ^onof  Mr. 
the  addrefs,  after  the  tranfaClions  of  the  laft  4S"March, 
feffion,  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  houfe:     »77i« 
he  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.    Pery.      The  king 
returned  a    gracious   anfwer   to  the  addrefs; 
but  the   bufinefs  of  the  fcflion  was  not  im- 
portant. 

DuRixG  the  recefs,  the  prefs  teemed  with  Efforts  of 
publications  relative  to  the  ftate  of  Ireland,  and  oppofi^on. 
theconduft  of  the  lord -lieutenant;  and  oppofi- 
tion  prepared  to  exert  itfelf  with  increaled  vi- 
gour.    The  viceroy,  in  his  fpeech,  obferved,  8th(». 
that  the  revenue  had  fallen  confiderably  Ihort  Proceed- 
of  its  intended  purpofes,  and  attributed  the  de-  enf^iJIl 
ficiency,  in  a  great  degree,  to  the  premiums  feffion. 
aud  bounties  allowed  by  parliament,  and  the 
cxpences  of  public  works. 

Th  e  ftrength  of  oppofition  was  again  effayed  Addrcffc* 
in  both  houfes,  in  combating  the  addreffes:  in  oppofed. 
the  lords,  the  minority,  headed  by  the  duke  of 
Leinfter,  and  lord  Moira,  infifted,  {that  the  de- 
ficiencies complained  of  in  the  lord-lieutenant's 
fpeech  did  not  arife  from  the  caufes  he  af- 
figned,  but  from  the  late  unconftitutional  pro- 
rogation.    Failing  in  their  attempt  to  negative  Protcft. 

^j^    9thoa. 
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CHAP,  the  addrefs;*  all  the  peers  who  compofed  thi 
^J^^J^  minority,  joined  in  a  proteii. 

.  In"  the  ho«fe  of  commons^  feveral  eminent 
orators  diftinguilhed  themfelves  in  refilting  tlie 
addrefs :  they  alleged  the  impropriety  of  con-? 
curring  in  it,  at  leaft,  till  accounts  delivered 
to  the  houfe  enabled  tJiem  to  judge  whethet  the 
deficiency  in  revenue  was  truly  attributed  M 
patriotic  exertions,  or  whfether  it  arofe,  in  faft, 
from  the  great  number  of  places  and  penfions 
fo  flagrantly  diftributed  among  the  member^ 
compofing  the  court  party.  The  condu6l  of 
the  lora- lieutenant  in  proroguing  parliament 
was  alfo  feverely  arraigned.  The  meafures  or 
government  were  defended  with  equal  ability, 
Jind  the  vote  of  the  laft  feffion,  thanking  the  king 
for  continuing  lord  Townfliend  in  his  fituation, 
was  applied  in  convifting  thofe  who  were  no^r 
fo  anxious  to  criminate  nim,  of  incondftency, 
and  attempting  to  miflead  the  houfe.  After  sE 
debate,  which  lafted  till  half  after  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  the  addrefs  was  carried. 
Suentjotjs  The  oppofition  party  were  neither  difpirited 
Sr^^^fi,  nor  difconcerted  by  this  failure :  they  faw  their 
tiori.  importance  and  numbers  increafe  on  every  di- 

vifion,  and  perfevered  with  all  the  ardour  in- 
fpired  by  a  view  of  fuccefs.  For  four  months 
the  houfe  never  rofe  before  ten  o'clock,  and 
frequently  fat  feveral  hours  after  midnight:  a 
new  attack  was  almoft  every  day  made  on  go- 
jih  Dec,  vernment.  On  a  propofition  for  a  ne\v  board 
of  accounts,  after  a  protraded  debate,  the  op- 
pofition divided  a  minority  of  five  only/  but 
in  the  rejedion  of  a  money  bill,  obtained  a 
complete  triumph. 

*  It  was  carried  by  »5  to  xi.      ^  H4-  to  ii^^ 

An 
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An  ad  of  the  Irifli  parliament  was  fent  to  chap< 
England,  containing  means  of  fupply,  but  was    y^^, 
returned  from  the  Britilh  council  altered  in  Money 
tliree  material  particulars.     On  its  retuni,  af-  amended 
ter  an  animated  debate,  it  was  rejected  Avithout  in  Eng- 
a  divifion  ;  but  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  avert  -^^711 
the  calamities  which  would  refult  from  a  want  Ireland, 
of  fupplies,   inftantly  brought  in  a  new  bill,  *otJ»^c. 
contauiing  all  the  grants  of  the  former,  and 
even  admitting  two  of  the  three  amendments 
wliich  occafioned  its  rcjedibn:    they  read  it 
three  times  in  the  fame  fitting,  and  fent  it  to 
the  lords.     The  whole  tranfa6Hon  did  not  oc- 
cupy two  houre.     The  fpeaker,  in  prefenting  ift/aib 
the  bill  to  the  lord-lieutenant,  affured  him  of  *77*" 
the  inviolable  attachment  of  the  commons  to 
the  king,  and  their  zeal  for  his  fervice. 

Another  meafure  of  government  which  Aitcnu 
gave  great  offence,  was  the  increafe  of  revenue  Jj^'*' 
officers,  by  putting  the  cuftoms  and  excife  un-  revenue 
der  feparate  boards;  this  alteration  created  an  ^^^' 
additional  expence  of  fixteen  thoufand  pounds    ^  '  *^  *" 
per  annum,  but  the  dift'erence  was  abundantly 
repaid  by  the  prevention  of  frauds.     The  party 
in  oppofition  alleged,  that  a  great  part  of  the  ^ 

revenue  officers,  already  appointed,  refided  in 
England,  and  the  increafe  of  the  number  tended 
merely  to  the  augmentation  of  patronage,  A 
refolution  plfled  the  houfe  of  commons,  exprefl- 
ing  difapprobation  of  the  meafure  before  it  was 
known  to  have  been  adopted  by  the  king ;  and 
vhen  the  appointment  m  as  announced,  a  refo- 
lution was  pafled,  declaring,  that  whoever  ad- 
vifed  the  increafe  of  commiffioners  of  the  re- 
venue beyond  feven,  advifed  a  meafure  con-» 
trarj'  to  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe.*     A  bill  was  alfo 

brought 

t  Tht  divifion  wat  equals  lo^  on  etch  fide ;  the  fpeaker  gave  a 

caiting 
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bfouglit  in  for  limiting  the  number  of  place- 
men to  fit  in  parliament,  but  failed. 

Meanwhile  the  north  of  Ireland  was  over^ 
run  by  a  turbulent  and  favage  banditti,  who; 
under  the  name  of  Hearts  of  Steely  perpetrated 
the  greateft  outrages,  and  the  blackeft  crimes: 
they  Avere  in  fufficient  force  to  keep  the  whoW 
country  in  alarm,  and  were  not  quelled  v/ithouft 
the  aid  of  the  military. 

Such  continual  efforts  of  oppofition,  fre* 
quently  attended  with  fuccefs,  and  fuch  fre- 
quent infurreftions  in  the  country,  not  only 
impaired  the  energies  of  government,  but  di- 
miniflied  its  pecuniary  credit.  -  The  receipt  of 
revenue  wasfo  much  impeded,  and  the  expen- 
diture fo  much  overcharged,  iti  confequence 
of  popular  motions,  that  an  alarming  deficiency 
■i(hich  had  been  felt  for  many  years,  and  was 
continuall}'  increafing,  was  fubraitted  to  par- 
liament. The  houfe  of  commons  propofed  to 
alfiil:  government  by  a  loan  of  two  millions; 
but  men  of  property  were  not  eafily  induced  to 
advance  the  reqijifite  fums  on  the  (lender  fecu- 
rity  of  tax  acts,  paffed  for  only  two  years,  while 
by  the  eftbrts  of  oppofition,  the  permanent  re- 
venue was  incumbered  to  the  annual  amount 
of  fifty  thoufiind  pounds,  and  while  the  turbu- 
lence of  the  populace  was  in  fome  meafurefanc- 
tioned,  and  inftigated,  by  repeated  attacks  on 
the  conftitution. 

The  viceroy,  at  the  clofe  of  the  feflion,  ex-* 
prefled  approbation  of  feveral  afts  of  the  legif- 


eaKing  voice  .in  the  affirmative.  The  refolution  was  a  mere  nullity, 
as  the  king  had  created  the  commitfioners,  before  the  pafling  of  the 
refolution  alluded  to,  as  containing  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe :  but  (he 
motion,  and  the  ftrength  of  oppofition^  fliew  the  iiate  ctf  public 
opinioo. 

lature, 
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ktufe,  but  complained  of  the  fmallnefs  of  fup-  cii  \  A 
plies,  and  fuggdted  the  impoffibility  of  their      x^'- 
iufficing,  unlefs  a  coniiderable  ii-creafe  in  the      i77«* 
revenue  was^  elftfted.    The  conclufion  of  his  9^^  oa. 
fpeech  had  a  valediftory  appearance,  and  be-  XoWnt 
fore  the  next  meeting  of  the  4egiflature  he  xi'as  hend  «. 
tecalled,^  and  replaced  by  lord  Harcourt,  who  **^^- 
was  receired  with  great  joy  by  the  Irilh,     Dif-  xStii  J*6v, 
fatis&ftion  was  however  atenerally  prcvalentj  ^^^  f^*5' 
and  exag;gerated   accounts   were    circulated,  licuitnant. 
tending  to  imprefs  a  beUcf  of  emigrations,  to 
an  enormous  and  dangerous  amount,  from  all 
the  towns  aad  manufadturing  counties  in  the 
kingdom;^ 

The  rifing  and  widely  diffufed  fpirit  of  dif-  Affairs  <rf 
latbfa6tion  and  oppofition,  which  had  already  Auwica, 
occafioned  fo  much  embarrafTment  in  the  ffo- 
verament  of  America,  now  aifumed  a  more  tor- 
inidable  afpe^  and  produced  thofe  events  by 
which  the  feparatidn  of  the  pareut  ftate  froni 
its  colonies  was  effedxfd. 

The  repeal  of  American  duties  was  not  fa-  tj'fu 
tisfadory  to  the  oppofition  party  in  the  colo- 
nies, the  exception  of  tea  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  urging  that,  although  Great  Britain 
had  been  twice  foiled  in  attempts  to  raife  a  re-^ 
tenue,  the  intention  was  not  abandoned,  but 
the  right  being  referved,  an  opportunity  alone! 
was  wanting  to  carry  it  into  execution/  The 
infinuatidn  was  not  devoid  of  plaufibility,  and 
the  prcfs  frequently  adverted  to  it  for  the  pur^ 
pofe  of  exciting  di(Iatisfad;ion ;  but,  although 

i 

^  Lord  Townfhend  was  hot  recidled  under  circumftances  of  dftn 
Jgace:  lye  was  immediately  appointed  mafter-general  of  the  ordnance^  '  * 

Tlie  peifonal  rancour  excited  by  his  adminiftrarion  Was  fo  g^tat,  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fight  (2d  Feb.  1773)  a  Aati  with  lor^  BzlhmtfaXi 
%bo  was  dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  body,  t)ut  recovcrod, 

• 

.  '  For  thele  ctrcumftaiycfs^  fee  tiie  accounts  preierved  in  {he  (>enodi« 
qJ  poblkatioosi 
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CHA?.  jealoufy  and  alarm  were  thus  kept  alive,  thd 
^J^^    majority  of  the  people  were  not  eafily  propelled 
.i77».     to  adion  by  mere  theoretical  fiatements  and 
furmifed  poffibilities.     Yet  cordiality  was  not 
reftored:    tea  from  Great  Britain    was  ftill  a 
prohibited  article,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New  England  provinces  affiduoufly  cheriihed 
the  fentimeiits  of  difaffeftion,  which,  though 
not  immediately,  they  hoped  ultimately  to  im- 
part to  other  colonies.     Thefe  refolute  repub' 
licans  would  not  have  been  fatisfied  with  a 
total  abolition  of  the  claim  to  taxation ;  they 
anxioufly  awaited  fuch  conceilion  from  the 
mother-country,  as  would,  in  fa6l,  render  Ame- 
rica independent. 
C6nwfi'of       TiiK  removal  of  the  legiflature  fmm  Bofton 
Maflachuf-  to  the  towu  of  Cambridge,  diftant  about  four 
with  go^     miles,  afforded  room  for  Itrenuous  complaints 
vfrnor       ftoni   the   lioufc    of   reprefentatives    to    Mr. 
Hutchin-    Hutcliinfon,  Sir  Francis  Bernard's  fucceffor  iu 
the  govemmcnt  of  Maflachuflet's  Bay.      In 
30th  M^y,  anf\rer  to  a  mcflaisfe  on  this  fubjecl,  he  affured 
*77i»        them  he  was  unable  to  comply  unlefs  autho- 
rized by  the  king,  but  would  folicit  his  perroif- 
fion,   and  liopt^d  to  obtain  it  before  another 
feflion. 
Taxation        BKFeUE  the  end  of  the  feflion,  Kowever,  he 
ofrcvenue   {q^x^^  it  ncceflary  to  alter  this  conciliatory 
language.     The  eftablilhmcnt  of  a  board  of 
cuftom«,  and  the  powers  committed  to  the  re- 
vcime  ofticcrs,  fwmed  a  more  important  ground 
©f  complaint  than  any  taxation  impofed  or  at- 
tempted by  Great  Britain ;  and  the  legiflators 
of  New  England,  although  they  could  n6t 
make  the  prevention  of  fmuggling  a  fubjcft  of 
invedive,   ufed  every   little    art    and  fmiftcr 
chicane  to  opprefs  the  perfons  employed  in  pro-' 
teQing  the  revenue.    During  late  years  they 
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M  introduced  a  praftice  of  afleffine  the  of-  chap*- 
ficcrsofthe  crown,  reliding  among  tnem,  for    ^^2i^. 
the  profits   derived  from   their  commiffions:     t77«. 
the  governor,  in  confeqiience  of  reprefentations 
on  the  fubjeft,  was  exprefsly  inftrufted  to  with- 
hold his  confent  from  fuch  laws,  on  whatever 
pretence  they  might  be  founded; 

The  legiflature  having  palTedati  stft^  in  thd  4thjulyi 
new  form,  for  "  apportioning  and  aifeffihg  *^^*' 
*!  a  tax  of  1^5001,"  the  ffovemOri  in  very  mild 
terms,  informed  them  of  his  inftrudions,  and 
fiated  that  the  general  claufe  in  the  bill,  em- 
powering afieflbrs  to  tax  all  commiffions  of 
profit,  needed  qualification^  and  ihould  extend 
only  to  commiffions  pecdliarly  relating  td  the 
province,  otherwife,  any  of  his  nljuefty's  fer- 
vants,  occafionally  refident  for  a  mort  term, 
might  be  taxed  for  profits  received  from  their 
commiffions  and  places  in  Great  Britain,  or  any 
other  part  of  his  majefty's  dominions; 

A  STRENUOUS  debate  enfued,  and  1  copy  5th. 
of  the  inftrudions  being  communicated,  the  ^****fel^^ 
afferably  unanimoufly  voted  an  addrefs,    in  biy, 
which  they  termed  the  governor's  reafon  for 
refiifing  to  fan6iion  the  bill,    fui-prifing  and 
alarming.     "  We  know  of  no  commiffioners 
"  of  his  majefty's  cuftoms,"  they  faid^  "  nor  of 
**  any  revenue,  his  majefty  has  a  right  to  efta- 
"  bliih  in  North  America :  we  know,  and  we 
"  feel  a  tribute  levied  and  extorted  from  thofe^ 
*^  who,  if  they  have  property,  have  a  right  to 
^  the  abfolute  difpofal  ot  it/' 

A  REMONSTRANCE  w^  alfo  agreed  to  on  ttmoa* 
the  governor's  refufal  to  ratify  the  grant  of  ^""c*- 
certain  fums  of  money  to  Melfrs.  Bollan  and 
De  Berdt,   the  colonial  agents.     Hutchinfon  Aflcmbiy 
checked  the  progrefs  of  thefe  debates,  by  pro**  f««s«* 
^guing  the  general  court.    In  his  fpeech,  he 

F  9,  iald| 
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CH  A.P:  faid,  ^Imtever  niight  be  the  rights  <rf  the  h^t^ 
^^^  laiurem  matters  of  taxation,  the  crowA  had  ne- 
x.77r-     fcrred  to  itfelf  thfe  prerogative  of  difallowin^ 
laws ;  and  as  the  rejeAion  of  a  tax  aift,  stffcer  it 
was  in  part  executed,  would  caufe  great  per- 
plexity, the  king'fe  ]n(lru6i;ian^,  pointing  out* 
thofc  parts  which  he  drfapproved^  afibrded  an> 
^    uriexceptioirablc  iixtlance  df  tendfemrfs    and 

E&ternai  re^rd.      He  proniifed  al(b  to  tratifmit 
is  meffage,  and  thrir  extraordinary  dafw^.  ta 
be  laid'  before  his  majefty* 
Progreftof      TiiE  determinctl  fpirit  of  oppofition  fliclra 
oppofition.  by  the  affembly,  and  tlic  fyttem  and  pcrfe*- 
tei'suce  with  which  it  wks  profcrutied,  indutated 
gWat  ftrength  of  combination,  and  firmneft  of 
arrilngtrtienL      Every  mcafiire  taken  by  the 
popular  party  fince  thi  commcnreilixmt  of  dif- 
putcs  betwten  the  niothcr-rotmtry  and  cokn 
nies,  tended  to  give  vigour,  and  enfure  firctr^fsy 
to  their    alterior  efforts.     The  government, 
when  tiatnquillity  was  apparently  reftored,  re- 
joiced in  the  abfence  of  difcontent,  and  fcanMicd 
all  fear  anxl  jealoirfV :  tlie  oppofition  pallyy  <m 
th6  contrary,  dreaded  the  abatement  of  pttMic 
cftei'vefGeiice,  aiid  flimAlated  fiifpicion  and  ap-* 
pi-ehen(ion  by  th'e  revival  of  old  topics  of  d** 
pute,  ahd  the  fuggcftion  of  new  ones,  eWief 
exifting  or  piobable.     Effigies*^  peinting^  aaid 
other  imagery,  were  cxhibilcd  to  inflame  tlr6 
public  mind;  the  fourteenth   of  Augaft  t^a& 
funnualfy  relebiattd  as  a  fcftival  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  dcftruction  of  a  building,   the 

*  propyl  <y  of  tlie  lieuteuant-govcnior,  winch  was 

•  *  deilkoivihed  by  a  mob,  on  the  fuppofition  of  its 

being  defigued  for  a  itamp-oftrce,  and  of  tiir 

oivner's  bemg  compelled  to  refign  his  office  ijT 

'  Iteipp-'inafter  under  the  tree  of  libaty.    The 

iiftli  of  Marcb^  tlie  aimlvedary  of  the  pre«» 

1  tended 
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iQid^  mtiracre  of  Bofton,  was  alfo  marked  chap. 
put  for  thp  }>eriDdical  delivery  of  orations  at  J^J^ 
one  of  the  meeting-houfes ;  lifts  of  imaginary  177 1. 
grie^'^ipces  were  continually  publifljed ;  the 
peppk  were  iold  that  the  miniftry  liod  formed 
ft  plan  to  enflave  them,  and  conjured,  by  the 
duty  they  owed  to  themfelves,  their  country, 
md  their  God,  by  the  reverence  due  to  tlie 
iacried  memory  of  their  anceftors,  and  by  their 
nffediou  foj  unborn  millions,  to  roiife  and 
«ert  themfelves  in  the  common  caufe.  They* 
irere  farth^er  ilimulated  by  pretences  that  the 
iieople  of  England. were  depraved,  the  par-\ 
liami^nt  venal,-  and  tlje  miniftry  conupt ;  nor 
wcr^  attempts  wanting  to  traduce  niajefty  itfelf 
The  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  was  depi6ied  as 
uaixcient  ftrufture,  once  the  admiration  of  tlie 
HTQrki,  now  Aiding  frona  its  hafe,  and  ruilnng  ^' 
lio  its  fall;  at  the  fame  time  tlae  natives  were 
called  upon  to  mark  theii:  own  rapid  growth, 
and  to  hehpld  the  certain  evidence,  that  Ame- 
rica was  upon  the  eve  of  independent  empire. 
The  diflenting  minifters  aftiv.ely  inculcatea  the 
fame  (mtiments  from  their  pulpits,  and  witli 
leligiou^  folemnity,  with  forcible  appeals  to 
2ieayen,  iand  with  all  tljje  advantages  derived 
froQ]  habit,  xeligious  opinion,  and  popular  pre^ 
dileciion,  jenforced  the  topics  and  principles 
which  their  aydience  had  before  read  in  newf- 
fxiper3«  The  friends  of  government  could  not 
jecur  to  the  laaije,  or  even  ordinary  mean^,  in 
fupfiort  of  their  caufe,  as  the  prefs  was  intirely 
jmiiyEtvcd  to  the  other  party;  printers  were 
fchnsaJtesied  with  ruin  for  puhUftiing  in  their 
i)dulf»  and  one  printer  was,  for  his  perfeverajice, 
compelled  to  abandon  the  country. 

The  legffla,ture  was  intirely  fubjefted  to  ^  influence 
comfluUeeof .tliemoft  adivc  qjnongft  the po-  ^^^1!^' 

F  3  pular  *"*  ^* 
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CHAP,  pular  members ;   who,  in  fecret,   framed  the 
,y]^J;^  popular  refolves,  and  other  violent  meafures. 
'  ^771.     It  was  their  policy  to  particularize  the  votes  of 
every  member,  which  were  publilhed  in  the  em 
filing  gazette,  with  the  names  of  the  repre- 
fentative^,    who  were  expofed  to  refentment 
and  contempt  by  fevere  ftriftures  and  inve6lives. 
Individuals  thus  rendered  objedsofdeteftation 
to  their  conftituents,  were  eafily  fnpplanted  at 
a  new  ele6lion ;  and  although  the  lols  of  a  feat 
was  not  in  itfelf  of  great  importance,  yet,  when 
the  unfucc«  fsful  candidate  became  ftigmatized 
as  an  enemy  to  his  country,  he  was  expofed  to 
infult,  his  profeffional  purfuits  were  impeded, 
and  the  welfare  of  himfelf  and  familv  rendered 
precarious.     Under  the  influence  of  thefe  ter- 
rors, few  members  could  be  found  fuflSciently 
hardy  to  oppofe  the  popular  voice;  the  apparent 
'  unanimity  of  the  alVembly  encouraged  faflious 

proceedings  out  of  doors;  and  the  popular 
party  in  the  legiflature  derived  new  courage 
from  the  fuccefs  of  their  adherents  in  the  town.'' 
dependent  While  fuch  was  the  ftate  of  the  kgiflative 
juHgw!  ^  ^o^y>  ^o  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  due 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  as  the  governor  and 
the  judges  were  dependent  for  their  falaries  on 
the  votes  of  the  colonial  legiflature,  although 
their  commiilions  were  given  by  the  king,  and 
tenable  during  his  pleafure.  The  falanes  of 
the  judges  were  inadequate  to  the  dignity  of 
their  ftations,  and  difproportionate  to  thole  of 
other  oflftcers  of  government :  they  had  often 
petitioned  for  an  advance,  but  without  effe6l, 
3.nd  their  known  dependence  diminiflied  their 
authority.     In  vain  did  they,  in  their  charges 

^  See  MaflachulTetenfisy  a  feries  of  Letters  by  Mr.  Lens^  a 
member  of  the  council  of  MiUtachufTefs  Bay)  Bofton»  printed i 
-f-ondoDy  reprinted  for  Mathews  in  the  Strand*  1 776.— Letter  ii* 
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to  grand  juricS;  recommiencl  the  prevention  of  CHAP- 
riots  and  iniurre6tions;  the  jurors,  who  were  ^^^ 
men  of  property,  and  invariably  of  the  popular  t77i. 
party,  reftiled  attention  to  the  inftru6tions  of 
men  whofe  rank  iu  fociety  was  rendered  lefs 
refpe6lable  by  the  want  of  a  fufficient  efta- 
blilhment;  and  libels  on  magiftrates  and  go- 
vernment, were  repeatedly  fuffercd  to  pafs 
unnoticed,  although  the  proof  was  copious 
and  flagrant.  Party  extended  its  influence  to 
the  whole  adminiltration  of  juftice;  juries, 
even  in  cafes  of  property,  gave  decifions  biaifed 
by  the  political  connections  of  the  fuitors,  and 
the  judges,  reftrained  by  a  recoUeftion  of  their 
own  dependence,  could  not  reverfe,  by  a  de- 
claration of  the  law,  thd'e  injurious  proceed- 
ings.* 

SENSiBLEof  theneceflity  of  terminating  tliis  1771. 
difgraceful  fubjeclion,    the  miniftry,    in  pur-  ^^'J^?^ 
fuance  of  an  auft;  of  parliainent,  enjoined  the  From  re- 
governors  of  provinces  to  withhold  their  con-  w^ing 
lent  from  any  aft,  for  a  gift  or  prelent  from  ^"  *°^* 
the  alfembly  or  others  to  them,  on  pain  of  re- 
call. 

Th  e  houfe  of  reprefen tati  vcs  of  Maffachuffet's  May, 
Bay,  in  a  meflkge  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  required  pj^^. 
information,  whether  provifion  Avas  made  for  ingsofthe 
him  as  governor,  in  any  other  than  the  ufual  *"«"*%• 
manner  by  gifts  and  grants  from  the  general 
affembly  ?  He  anfwercd,  That  his  majelty,  in 
purfuance  of  an  acl  of  parliament,  had  made 
certain  and  adequate  provifion  for  his  fupport 
in  his  ftation;  and  fuppofed  he  could  not,  with- 
out fpecial  permiflion,    accept  of  any  grant 
from  the  province  for  his  ordinary  fervices. 

On  this  anfwer,  the  aflianbly  voted  the  go- 

^  Maflkchufletcnfis,  letter  iiL 

F  4  ^-ernoj"  s 
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CHAP*  vcrnor'i  acceptance  of  fupport    not  derived 
[y]^Jiij   from  the  general  aflembly,  a  dangerous  inno- 


i77»»     vation,    which  rendered  him  independent  of 

the  people,  and  not  fuch  a  governor  as  the 

people  confenting  to  at  the  time  of  granting 

their   charter :   and*  they  moft  folemnly  pro^ 

tefied  againil  the  innovation,  as  an  important 

change  of  the  confutation,  which  expofed  the 

province  to  deipotifm. 

il*n*t"*'       Notwithstanding  this  contumaciousprot 

rei^ovcd     ceeding  in  the  aflembly,  the  governor  was  difr 

hack  to      pofed  to  conciliatory  nieafu  res,  and,  on  the 

*^°*      favourable  report  of  the  council,  complied  with 

the  wiflies  or  the  people,  by  adjourning  the 

ieflion  for  a  few  days,  and  appointing  their 

^i!T'*"of  ^^^*  meeting  at  Bofion.     But,  although  the 

^^towiTy  council  certified,  on  their  oaths,  that  the  go? 

vei  nor  might,  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  king  s 

initiudions,  i^movp  the  general  court  to  Bof» 

ton,  that  town  was  fiiU  in  a  moil  tumultuous 

Aate,  and  the  fpirit  of  infubordination  adive 

auid  unfubdued. 

Revenue         The  eftablifliment  of  a  board  of  commif? 

fitted'  '""  ^JO^^^rs,  and  the  aftivity  employed  in  the  pre? 

^'^cntion  of  fmuggling,  occafioned  the  utmoft 

dtfcontent ;  and,  after  tlie  removal  of  the  troops 

from  Bofton,  the  revenue  officers  were  expofed 

'  to  conftant  infults:  the  offenders  were  not  re? 

ftrained  by  the  magiilracy,  and   openly  en? 

couraged  by  the  wealthieft  merchants.     Obr 

noxious  pcdons  were  ftripped,  daubed  with  tar, 

then  covered  with  feathers,  and,  in  that  ftate, 

carried  through  theftreetR,  derided,  ftruck,  and 

fcpurgtcl  by  the  populace* 

Burning  of      The  oti>cr  Ncw  England  provinces  partici- 

nercS?"  T^^td  in  the  fa|ne  fpiiit:  at  the  town  of  Pror 

pec. 

^  See  AbBoii*s  Colkdion,  to1«  i.  p.  249. 
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iMmcei  in  Rhode  Ifland,  a  place  notorious  €HiiR 
for  fmuggling,    a  king's  fchooner  called  the    ,^^™v 
Gafpee    was    ftationed;     the  cc»nmander  of     i77»» 
vfaich,  lieutenant  Duddingiione,  was  detefled 
for  his  vigilance  and  aftirity.     At  midnighti  «oAJu«. 
the  Gafpee  was  boarded  by  two  hundred  aimed 
men  from  boats,    who,    after  wounding  the 
commander,  and  forcibly   carrying  him  and 
the  crew  on  ihore,   burned   the  veffeL    The 
perpetrators  of  this  daring  exploit  were  neve? 
idifcovered,  although  a  reward  of  five  hundred 
pounds  was  offered,  together  Avith  a  par  don,  if 
daimed  t^  any  of  the  accfomplices.' 

DuRi  KG  a  receis  of  the  legiflature  dF  MaiTar  Report  of 
chuffet's   Bay,   it  was  rumoured,  as  the  fa&  JJontoS" 
really  was,  that  the  miniftry  intended  to  make,  thc^iarici 
aot  merely  die  governor,  but  the  judges,  inde-*  of  jydgci. 
pendent  in  their  offices,  by  alTigning  to  them 
adequate  faiaries,  payable  ocrt  of  tlie  pubUc 
levennes :  the  popular  party  jreprefented  this  as 
a  minilberial  plan,  to  render  the  judges  de« 
pendent  on  the  crown ;  and  the  prels  imme-* 
diately   teemed  with   new  inveftives.     Great 
3ritain,  it  was  faid,  having  foiled  in  the  at- 
tempt to  dragoon  the  province  into  a  flavifh 
fubmiffion,  was  now  aiming  at  the  accompliih- 
ment  of  the  fame  end,  by  corrupting  the  fource 
of  jufiice. 

Th£  fele6t  men  immediately  appointed   a  *5*0A. 
toisTi  meeting  at  Faneuil  Hall,  to  enquire  into  m^ing. 
the  grounds  of  the  report     A   meflage  was  MeSage  to 
tranmiitted  to  the  governor,  ftiiting,  the  alarm.  ^*^*  «^- 
excited  among  all  con£derate  perfons,  by  the  ^^^^' 
r^KMt  of  a  mcafure,  tending  rapidly  to  com- 
plete the  flavery,  which  originated  in  a  power 
aflumed  by  the  houfe  of  commons  of  Great 

1  $tediBiu)<--AndoeaKt« 

Britain, 
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CHAP.  Britain,  to  grant  the  money  of  the  colonifia 
yj^\    without  their  confent ;  and  requeftinff  informal 
i77»,     tion,  Whether  he  had.  received  advice  on  the 
fubjeft  ?  Hutchinfon  anfwered,  it  was  not  pro- 
per for  him  to  lay  before  any  town  his  corre-* 
fpondence  as  governor,  or  to  acquaint  them 
y^hether  he  had  or  had  not  received  ad\ice8 
relating  to  the  public  affairs  of  government. 
His  anfwcr  was  deemed  uniatisfa6lory,  aiyl  a 
committee  appointed  to  petition  him  to  con-^ 
vene  the  affembly,  which  he  declined,  affigning 
Cant-       his  reafon.     They  then  refolved  to  petition  the 
fponding    king  for  redrefi  of  giievanccs,  and  eftabliihed 
MwirntS!  a  committee  to   correfpond  with  other  pro- 
vinces, 
obferva.        Th£  baleful  efre6is  of  thefe  committees  had 
J^®"      been  already  experienced  in  the  colonies ;  their 
introdudion  into  America    is    attributed  •  to 
Franklin,"  and  is  ^tly  termed,  "  the  fouleft, 
fubtilefl,  and  mod  venomous  ferpentthat  ever 
ifiued  from  the  eggs  of  fedition/'"  The  commit-i 
tees  were  generally  chofen  at  town  meetings, 

"^  The  inwtuion  it  far  inort  ancient  i  cprrprpondii^g  CQm^itteet 
vrere  e(Vabli(hed  among  the  republicans  and  fefianes  in  the  time  of 
Charles  I.  The^  were  probably  revived  in  America  at  the  fus « 
geftion  of  Franklin. 

>  An  American  writer*  exulting  in  the  fflPe^  already  produced  by 
thefe  committees^  and  auguring  the  purpofes  to  which  they  might 
be  converted  in  other  countries,  exprefTcs  himfelf  in*  thefe  terms  t 
f  <  If  we  recoUe^l  how  many  ftates  n?ve  loft  their  Ubcniet,  merely 
'<  from  want  of  communisaiion  with  each  other,  and  union  among 
<«  themfelvcft,  we  (hall  think  that  the  committees  of  correffondfenc* 
<<  may  he  intended  by  pro^iJgna  fa  aaompU/b  great  i'ventu  What 
"  the  eloquence  and  talents  of  Oemofthcnes  could  not  effef^,  among 
«*  the  ftates  of  Greece,  might  hav«t  been  effe^ed  byfo  (implea  device. 
«  Caftile,  Arragon,  Valencia,  Majorca,  &c.  all  complained  of  op« 
"  prefllbn  under  Charles  the  Fifth,  flew  out  into  tranfports  of  rage, 
*'  and  took  arms  ag^ainft  him  j  but  they  never  confulted  or  commu- 
**  nicated  with  each  other.  They  refifted  feparately«  and  were  fepa- 
•f  rately  fubduQl.  Hsid  Don  Juan  FadiJla,  or  his  wife,  be^p  poQe0f4 
"  of  tlie  genius  to  invent  a  committte  of  correfpomlence,  perhaps  the 
**  liberties  of  the  Spanilb  nation  might  have  remained  to  this  hourV 
See  Almon's  RemcmbMUiper,  vol.  i.  p*  33* 

mod 
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gfld  compofed  of  the  moil  fiery  and  uncontFoulf  c  H  af« 
abk  fpirits  of  oppolition ;  they  had  an  opportUf  ^OCL 
nity,  under  the  apparent  fan^ion  of  their  towns,  xjyu 
of  clandeftinely  wreaking  revenge  on  obnoxious 
perfons,  by  traducing  and  representing  them  as 
enemies  to  the  country.  Thus  maqy  individuals 
of  principle  and  property,  while  travelling, 
found  thcmfelves  infulted  and  reviled  by  niea 
whom  Uiey  had  never  feen,  and  for  whufe  maler 
volence  they  were  at  a  lofs  to  divine  a  motive. 
Thus  was  fedition  propagated,  and  mifrepre- 
fentation,  both  of  individuals  and  of  public 
roeafures,  rendered  current  through  all  parts 
of  this  vaft  continent :  bv  thefe  means  dia  the 
iame  clamours  arife  in  fo  many  parts  of  the 
colonies  at  the  fame  moment,  that  to  thofe 
who  fuppofed  the  proceeding  fpontaneous,  it 
appeared  almoil  miraculous.^ 

From  the  committee  at  Bofion  originated  a  *a  N<yr« 
report,  containing  a  new  declaration  of  rights,  jj-rte^^"*" 
more  extenfive  than  any  hitherto  framed ;  the  fiameade- 
authority  of  parliament  to  legiflate  for  the  «f»f*««on<rf 
colonies,  in  any  refpefl;  whatever,  was  explicitly  "^  ^* 
denied.     The  rights  of  the  colonifts,  and  the 
violations  of  them,    were   enumerated.    The 
declaratory  a6t  of  1766,  was  particularly  com- 
plained of;  by  this,  they  faid,  the  Britith  par^ 
liament  aflunied  the  power  of  legiflating  for 
them  M'ithout  their  confent,  and,   under  pre- 
tence  of  that  authority,    impofed   taxes    in 
the  colonies,  and  appointed  new  officers  to  be 
refident  amongft  them,  unknown  to  their  con- 
ftitutton,  becaufe  unauthorized  by  tlieir  charter. 
The  Britiih  miniftrjs  by  framing  the  new  regu- 
lation for  granting  falaries  to  the  judges  and 
crown  officers  out  of  this  odious  tribute,  were 

^jybilacbuireteDJis^  letter  i^. 

charged 
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c  H  A  K.  cbmrged  with  defignin^  to  complete  the  fy (lem 
,^^    ^  flavcry  commjenc&d  ia  the  houfe  of  com^ 

AddrdV  to      Thi»  i*port  being  ^yproved  at  an  adjourned 
P«>P*«*  meeting  or  the  inhabitants,  fix  hundred  copies 
iB^ere  printed,   and  difperfed  through  ail  iht 
towns  of  tlie  province,  with  sm  addiieis  to  th^ 
people,  eKhorting  tl>eni,  in  the  common  capt 
ufed  for  parpofes  of  faftion ;    "  By  the  regard 
^  they  owed''  to  the  rifing  generation,  not  te 
^  dozty  or  Jit  fupindtf  indifferenty  on  the  brink 
ofd^ructiony  while  tlie  iron  hand  of  opprej^ 
/ion  was  daily   tearing  the  choiceji  jrtutB 
from  the  fair  tree  of  liberty  ^  planted  bv  their 
worthy  predeceffors  at  the  expence  o^  their 
''^  treafure,  and  abundantly  watered  by  their 
*'  bloodr^ 
(thjan.         As  thefe  general  fpeculations  had  been  ft 
Me^'ng^  unfparingly  promulgated,  and  with  fame  ap* 
the  ij^mOd-  pearance  of  authoritative  iandioii,  HutchinfoH 
***•         thought  proper,  at  the  opening  of  the  general 
court,  to  aftbrd  the  legiflature  an  opportunity 
of  disavowing  any  concurrcnpe  in  uich  dan- 
gerous fentitnents,  and  tlierefope  took  occafioa 
to  infift  on  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority  of 
A^r^flaJ  P^rfi^^^i^ent.     Tli^e  aflembly,  however,  weiie  not 
tjve  a^tho-  difpofed  to  recede  as  a  body  from  the  preten-t 
fityof  par-  fions  which,  as  individuals,  they  had  laboured 
ia«eiit.     ^  maintain  :  in  their  addrefs  they  denied  the 
competency  of  parliament,  not  only  to  levy 
taxes,  but  to  legiflate  for  them  in  any  relpeft; 
and  they  added,    "  If,  in  any  late  inftances, 
**  there  had  been  a/fufemiflSoo  to  ad«  of  pari  ia- 
'*  Client,  it  had  been,  in  their  opinion,  rather 
^  from  inconfKleration,  oi*  relu^anee  to  con- 
**  teiul  with  the  parent  ftate,  ^an  from  a  con- 
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^  ViAion  otf  aekn^^wlMgmeift  of  the  topteme  chafi 
"  kgtfltittvc  authority  of  patliaHKnt.**^  JSi^* 

The  graod  popular  topie  wa»  not  loag  per--     xrrs. 
nitted  to  reiham  qiiiefeeiKj :  the  houfe  of  re«-  JJ^" 
prefeatati  ves  voted  &larie»  to  the  judges,  as  a  the  faiam» 
GOmpen&tion  for  their  fcryiccs  for  one  year  f  j*^^' 
eiding  the  flrft  of  Janua^.      The  governor  3d  Feb"* 
debying  to  fatiftion  this  vote,  was  requeiled 
\x>  inake  kn&wn  bts  difficulty,  and  acquainted 
1^  flie  people  were  utiiveifaUy  alarmed  with 
^  report  or  falaries  being  fixra  to  the  offices 
ofthb  juftices  by  order  of  the  crown.     His  ex^  4th  Fcb^ 
cdieney  avowed  his  information  that  the  king 
had  dfre6ied  falaries ;  but  had  received  no  in- 
teffigence  of  warrants  ^being  ilfued  fbr  payment ; 
be  had  therefore  dekyed  giving  his  immediate 
aiient  to  the  gprants,  lead  when  -the  warrants 
from  tlie  crowtt  iboiild   be  tranimitted,   they 
DMght  include  fuitis  due  for  part  of  the  time  for 
which  the  aiiembty  hdd  provided, 

A  DEPUTATION  was,  in  confequence  of  thi»  uthPcb^ 
mefffkgtf  inftrudied  to  wait  on  the  goventiory 
and  rcprefent,  that,    **  no  judge,  who  had  a 
^  due  regard  to  juftice,  or  even  to  his  own 

i  S«ch  was  the  imj^per  tcodency  of  tbia  addreTs*  that  the  aftm* 
Uy  themTcIvef  thought  proper,  in  a  letter  to  the  earl  of  Dartmouth, 
Ibcref^ryof  Kate  for  AMerican  affairs,  dated  29th  June  1773,  to 
Mtfift  flM  apobgim  iot  the  exprefions  they  had  u(ed.  Even  tbit 
wai  not  done  without  fbme  chicane  and  hypocrify  t  they  accufed  tht 
gofemor  of  bavi  n^  unnecenarily  brought  the  i abject  of  parliamentary 
avtilirity  vnder  coofideradon*  and  that  by  his  fpcech  at  the  opening 
of  the  ieflion,  Hutchanibn  called  on  the  two  houl'ea  in  fuch  a  prefiin^ 
ffianner*  as  amounted  to  little  (hort  of  a  challenge  to  anfwer  him. 
bitt)  liieh  a  diteitntfa  were  they  brought  by  the  fpeech*  they  fay,  that 
they  were  under  a  neceffity  of  fifing  (uch  ^fwer$  as  they  did|  or 
having  their  condu£l  conftrucd  into  an  acquiefcence  wtth  the  doc>* 
trioes  contained  in  it,  which  would  have  been  an  implicit  acknow* 
ladgittent  that  the  province  was  to  a  ftate  of  (bbjeftion,  diffaring  very 
little  fiom  flavery.  The  anfwers  were  tht  efftSt  of  neceflity,  and 
ftis  neceflity  occaiianed  great  grief  to  the  two  houfes.  *<  The  peo-i 
••  pte  of  this  prov'nvee,  my  lord,"  they  conttmiedy  •*  are  true  and 
**  fiuthfol  fubiefta  of  his  m^efty,  and  think  thcmfelves  happy  ia 
^  tbdr  Coonedioo  with  Great  Britain.**    Stdiiaian»'  and  Almon. 

*'  chara6tery 


78  HISTOitY  Of  ENtiLANti. 


'     ». 


<4 


CHAR  *'  fcharafter,  Would  chufe  to  be  placed  utidef 

xj^l^    "  ao  undue  bias,  by  Accepting  or,  and  becom- 

»773»     *'  ing  dependent  on  the  crown  for  their  fala- 

**  ries."   The  meafute  was  itnputed  to  the  king> 

being  mifinformed  refpeding  their  conftitution, 

and  the  governors  reafons  for  delay  were  treat- 

^  ed    with    great  difregard,    "  When  we  con- 

fider,"  they  faid,  **  the  many  attempts  that 

have  been  made,   to  render  nul^  and  void 

**  tliofe  claufes  in  out  charter,  upon  which  the 

**  freedortr  of  our  conftitution  depends,    we 

•^  fliould  be  loft  to  all  public  feeling,  did  we 

'  '*  not  miinifeft  a  juft  refentmcnt    We  are  more 

•*  and  more  convinced,  that  it  hai  been  the  de- 

*^  lign  of  adminiftration  totally  to  fubvert  thcf 

**  conftitution,  and  introduce  an  arbitrary  go- 

•*  Vet nment  in  thid  pi'ovince ;  and  we  cannot 

**  wonder  that  the  apprehenfions  of  this  people 

**  are  thoroughly  awakened."    Iti  concliifion,' 

they  exprefletl  a  hope  that  the  judges  would 

refufe  to  accept  of  fupport  in  a  manner  fo  juftly 

obnoxious  tx>  the  difmterefted  and  judicious 

part  of  the  community,  being  repugnant  to  the 

charter,    and  utterly  inconliftent  with    their 

fafety,  rights,  liberties,  and  property. 

Hordiin-        The  governor,  contrary  to  the  expe6latioiis 

toihfaa*  ^^  ^^^  demagogues,  at  length  gave  hisconfent 

«fibear«    to  the  vote;  but  as  the  queftion  would  no\i^ 

**%•      remain  at  reft  for  a  longer  period  than  fuited 

Ftittbcr      the  views  of  the  popular  faftion,  they  adopted 

granufot-  j^^  unprecedented  nieafure  for  the  purpofe  of 

inftantly  reviving  it,  by  voting  fimilar  grants 

Which  the  for  the  year  enfuing.     Htitchinfon  refuTed  to 

f^M^o    confirm  this  proceeding ;  he  alleged,    that  a^ 

itt&wn.     there  was  no  inftance,  fmce  the  charter,  of  an 

allowance  made   to  judges  for   fervices  not 

adually  perf(n'med,  and  as  thofe  grants  were' 

profpettivc,  and  paflcd  in  fo  Ihort  a  time  after 

the 
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tbe infonnation  he  bad  given  the  ho^fe,  his  chap; 
affcnt  would  appear  to  countera^  the  king's  J™;^^, 
intentions*  z77t* 

Tu£  year  1773  produced  abundant  caufes  Aawityof 
of  difcontent  in  New  England ;  the  difpute  re-  J^?^^*^"*^ 
fueSing  the  judges  was  never  relinquiihed ;  and  ^li^n- 
tne  committees  of  correfpondence  weife  a[/6bively  <*«»««• 
employed  in  difTeminating  fedition*     In  confe- 
quence  of  the  outrage  committed  on  board  the 
Gafpee,  a  court  of  inquiry  was  inilituted  at 
Rhode  Ifland,  with  powers,  conformably  to  a 
late  ad;  of  parliament,  to  fend  the  offenders  to^ 
England  for  trial.     A  fub- committee  of  cor^ 
refpondence  was  formed  by  the  people  of  Bos- 
ton, to  inquire  by  what  authority  the  court  of 
inquiry  held  its  fittings ;  the  affeinbly  of  Vir- 
ginia,  and    feveral   other    legiflative    bodies, 
adopted  the  correfponding  fcheme,   and   the 
vhole  continent  was  thus  prepared  for  the  in- 
fiantaneous  reception  of  an  uniform  impulfe. 

The  hatred  of  the  people  of  Maflkchufiet's  Pubiiea- 
Bay  to  their  governor,  and  to  the  Britifli  go-  tionoftht 
vemment^  received  at  this  time  new  force  from  H^tSin^ 
at  treacherous  and  unwan*antable  afl,  commit-  Ton  and 
ted  by  Dr.  Franklin  their  agent.    The  appoint-  Bernards 
ment  of  Franklin  at  a  critical  period  has  aJ- 
itady  been  mentioned :  his  contmuance  in  his 
appointment  was  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
oppofition  party  in  the  aflembly ;  who,  contrary 
to  the  pradice  and  forms  of  the  colonial  conili* 
tution,  which  required  the  concurrence  of  the 
tiiree  branches  of  the  legiflature  in  the  nomina* 
tion,  continued  him,  alUiough  the  council  had 
appointed  another  perfon  to  officiate  for  them. 
Franklin's  information  was,  however,  highly 
prized  by  his  adherents;  his  delineations  of  the 
difpofition  of  the  king,  the  miniftry,  the  parr 
liament,  and  the  nation,  were  dfeemed  moi^ 

authentic. 
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PffAF.  iufhefttic.  He  advtfed  the  ciriotitfiB  to  p^ 
s^l^'  feverein  diftirdrmg  govcmmeitt  by  reiterated 
>77>  refblutions^  to  cherilh  a  military  fpirit;  and 
fcfiured  ius  oonftit dents,  tlatat^  if  firm,  they  had 
nothing  to  f€ar  from  the  petfple  of  Engrand* 
H<e  fuggeikd  tnodies  of  refiftanee  to  gotem- 
iiient,  and  the  popular  meafures  were  generally 
introduced  to  the  houfe  by  letters  ftom  him. 
I'he  rancorous  oppofition  which  was  difplayed 
during  the  governments  of  Bernaaxl  and  Hutch- 
ii^ibn,  was  attributed  to  the  mifreprefetitationi 
Their  cba-  of  paity  agCHts.  Bernard  was  a  noaa  of  ac- 
raftcM.  knowfedged  abtUties,  aiid  the  utmoll  integrity  i 
he  came  to  the  government  of  Meflacliafiet's 
Bay,  recommended  by  the  zlfe&kms  of  the 
people  of  New  Jerfey,  over,  whom  he  had  be-' 
fore  prcfided.  Hutchinfon's  charad^er  in.  pri-* 
Vate  life  M'as  amiable  and  exemplary :  his  abi* 
lities,  humanity,  and  honour,  were  well  known 
to  .the  province,  from  his  coodudl  ia  variouit 
important  departments,  partkulaiiy  .that  of 
chief  juftice,  'and  he  was  endowed  with  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  interells,  conncc* 
tions,  and  affairs  of  his  goVernmcat.'  As  a 
fHend  to  thfe  conftibuti«i  eilaUidied  by  drnr- 
ter,  he  oppofied  the  innovations  of  the  repnb^ 
Hcans,  and  his  conlidential  commuiiication^ 
with  the  miniftry  of  Great  Britain,  expreifed 
-^tth  freedom  hts  fentimetrts  fefpefling  the 
origin,  continuance,  and  mehns  of  preveBth)|^ 
thole  difturbances  which  ^tstted  the  colony. 
Proceed^  Bt  mcans  which  have  never  been  afrertofli'^ 
*"PlV*^^  ed,  Franklin  became  f)ofl5elfttl  of  ibme  of  the^ 
"^  ^'  letters;  tlie  mode  of  obtaining  them  conld 
not  be  honourable,  and  the  nib  to  which  he 
t€Averted   them    was  higUy  flagitixMis:   he 

'  M?ffifhufleteiiC»,  letter  iii. 

tranfmttud 
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tranfmitted  tliem  immediately  to  the  houfe  of  chap 
reprefentatives,  where  they  gave  birth  to  tlie    ^^^ 
moft  violent  proceedings.    A  committee  M^aited     »773* 
on  llutchinfon,  and,  ref ufmg  to  truft  the  letters 
from  tlieir  own  cuftody,  inquired  whether  he 
acknowledged  his  fignature. .    Having  received 
an  expHcit  avowal,  the  aflembly  prepared  a  pe- 
tition and  remonftrance  to  the  king,  charging 
the  governor  with  betraying  his  truft,  and  llan- 
dering  the  people,  by  giving  private,  partial, 
4fid  falfe  .iaformation;    he   was   declared  aa 
enemy  tQ  the  colony ;  and  they  prayed  for  his 
removal,' and  that  of  Mr.  Olivcrj  the  lieutenant- 
governqr. 

These  letters  have  been  much  dcfcanted  on,  obferva. 
and  produced  in  vindication  of  proceedings ^»o»8 «« 
which  they  are  not  calculated  to  juftify :  in  tHa  ^^^^^^^^'^^ 
fituation  in  which  the  governor  was  placed, 
viewing  with  alarm  and  apprehenfion  the  daily 
inroads  made  on  a  conftitutiou  which  he  per- 
fedUy  underftood,  and  was  commiflioned  to 
proteft,  his  counfels  do  not  feem  didated  by  a 
Ipirit  of  violence,  or  communicated  in  terms 
of  undue  wai-mth:  they  are  the  eifufious  of  a 
thinking  mind,  occupied  in  difcufllng  public 
affairs  of  the  firft  moment ;  he  did  not  pretend 
to  difclofe  private  or  confidential  communica- 
tions, but  detailed  free  opinions  relative  to  the 
politics  of  government,  and  the  means  of  ie- 
curing  the  dependence  of  the  colonifts,  the  ter- 
mination of  which  he  clearly  anticipated.  As 
he  wrote  with  the  utmoft  franknefs,  Ibme  of  his 
<Jxpreffionjs  might  be  delcanted  on  to  his  dif- 
advantage;  but  his  letters  contained  no  in- 
formation unfounded  onfaft,  nor  were  bis  rea- 
fonings  recommended  by  any  proraifes  to  unite 
a  party,  oj  to  affift  in  fubverling  the  charter  of 
the  colony:  lie  merely  pointed  out  fuch  meaps 
vot.  II.  a  as 
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CHAP,  ^s  were  in  Ins  opinion  calculated  to  countefa6^ 
XXL  the  daily  infraftidns  of  the  conflitution,  which 
1773.  ^^^^  made  under  an  afFe6led  pretence  of  afpir- 
ing  at  Englifli  liberty,  bilt  were,  in  fad,  moft 
frequently  founded  on  appeals  to  the  abilraft 
and  anti-focial  rights  of  nature.  The  letters 
of  Oliver*  were  ot  the  fame  charafter,  but  his 
counfels  were  more  fpecific ;  he  recommended 
the  removal  of  the  principal  incendiaries ;  the 
efiablifhment  of  a  patrician  oitler,  and  feveral 
other  meafures ;  but  his  advice  was  no  more 
than  a  confidential  difclofure  of  his  oWn  par- 
ticular opinions,  and  not  combined  with  an) 
propofition  for  giving  effeft  to  meafureb  which 
might  refult  from  it. 
Their  ef-  jj^  the  ftatc  of  mind  which  prevailed  in 
AMoica.  America,  a  temperate  view  of  thcfe  letters 
could  not  be  expeded ;  paffion^  interefi^  and 
fadion,  combined  in  the  efforts  to  render  the 
writers  univerfally  odious.  The  committees 
of  correipondence  printed  and  inclofed  in  a  cir- 
cular adarefs,  the  letters  of  the  governor  and 
lieutenant-governor,  and  the  refolves  of  the 
aflcmbly :  the  fenncnt  became  general ;  town 
meetings  v^*re  held,  and  violent  refolutions 
adopted ;  one  town  even  declared  it  was  better 
to  riik  their  lives  and  fortunes  in  defen.ce  of 
their  rights,  civil  and  religious,  than  to  die 
by  piece-meal  in  flavery. 
Effea  of  ,^VH  r  IE  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  was  at  the  ut- 
ttport^^'^  mofi  height,  intelligence  was  received  of  the 
aft  of  the  Britilh  legidature,  permitting  the 
Eaft  India  company  to  export  tea,  free  from 

'  •  The  letters  at  ht%t  have  been  frequently  publiilMcl  f  and  the 
reader  may  form  a  candid  judgment  from  a  perufal  of  the  whole; 
a  few  phralcs  malicloudy  fele6led  and  falfified  by  typographical 
artifice*  can  only  lead  tg  mifapprehcaltvas  and  liUaci9ua  con- 
c)ii(iansi^  . 

^uty, 
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dutyi  to  all  parts  of  the  globe,  while  it  was  c  h  Aft 
charged  with  a  duty  of  three-pence  per  pound*  J^Ji^ 
OQ  its  arrival  in  America^  Since  the  non-im-  '77 it 
portation  agreements,  tlie  colonifls  had  be^u 
principally  fupplied  with  tea  fmuggled  from 
Holland;  as  the  duty  taken  off  in  England 
was  one  fhiiling  per  pound,  if  the  introdu^on 
was  now  permitted,  its  cheapnels  would  form 
an  irrefifiible  counteraAion  to  the  non-impor* 
tation  covenants,  and  a  duty  would  be  recdved 
by  England  from  America,  notwithfiaading 
ail  the  efforts  of  oppofition.  The  preft  agaiiu 
poured  foith  a  torrent  of  inveftive,  and  im- 
paled every  finifter  defign  to  the  mother- 
country;  the  duty  on  tea  was  reprefented  as 
a  prelude  to  various  other  impofitions^  and  the 
coloniits  were  taught  to  expeft  a  .wiadow»tax, 
f  hearth-tax,  a  land-tax,  and  a  poll-tax,  aa  im« 
inediate  and  inevitable  confequences. 

Sevebai.  of  the  provinces,  influenced  by  Pweed- 
thcfe  reprefentations,  compelled  the  coniignees  BoIoL 
of.  tea  to  renounce  Xheir  agency,  and  entered 
into  ftrenuous  refolutions  againft  purchafing  or 
permitting  it  to  be  landed.  In  Bofton  the 
fame  attempts  were  made ;  but  the  coniignees, 
inftead  of  yielding  to  the  commands  of  the  po-» 
pulace,  implored  proteftion  of  the  governor, 
who  immediately  convened  the  council,  and  «»*Not# 
fubmitted  the  petition  to  their  coniideration. 
The  counaiT declined  giving  advice;  the  mob 
farrounded  the  houfes  of  the  confignees,  and 
on  their  ftill  refufing  to  renounce  their  employ, 
broke  their  doors  and  windows,  and  compelled 
them  to  take  refuge  in  Caftle  William:  the  go-» 
vemor's  proclamation  for  fupprefling  this  riot 
was  contemned  and  derided,  and  the  ihcriff  in-« 
fulted  while  attempting  to  read  it. 

Tii£  moft  violent  oppjolition  to  the  landing  Arrival  of 
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CHAP,  of  tea  being  now  expeded,  the  firft  fliip  -which 
s^}^  arrived  was  detained  below  Caftle  William.  An 
i774i     aflembly  of  the  people  was  convoked   at  the 
iccbng.     ^^^  South  meeting- noufe,  called  a  body-meet- 
ing:  this  convention  differed  from  a  town- 
Hieeting,  by  being  open  to  all  perfons,  without 
inquiry  as  to  qualification.      It  coniifted  of  fe- 
veral  thoufands,  coUe6led,  not  only  in  Bofton^ 
but  from  all  the  circumjacent  towns :  the  owner 
of  the  tea  fliip  was  fummoned  before  them,  and 
required  to  bring  his  veffel  to  the  wharf;  his 
compliance,  as  they  knew,  compelled  hini  to 
enter  his  cargo  at  tlie  cuftom-houfe,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly reported  his  tea,  after  which  twenty 
days  were  allowed  to  land  it,  and  pay  the  duty. 

The  body-meeting  having  thus  fucceeaed 
in  creating  a  difficulty,  pafled  a  refolution,  that 
the  tea  fhould  not  be  landed,  nor  the  duty  paid^ 
but  return  in  the  fame  bottoms  in  which  it  was 
brought  This  was  placing  the  captain  in  an 
inextricable  dilemma ;  for  as  the  ihip  had  been 
compelled  to  come  to  the  wharf,  and  was.  en- 
tered at  the  cuftom-houfe,  it  could  not  be 
cleared  out  without  the  previous  payment  of  the 
xluties,  nor  could  the  governor  grant  a  permit 
for  the  velfel  to  pafs  Caftle  William,  without  a 
jcertificate  from  the  cuftom-houfe. 

The  body-meeting  then  appointed  a  mili- 
tary guard,  to  watch  tlie  ihip  every  night  till 
further  orders.  The  configpees  having  been 
compelled  to  feek  refuge  frotn  the  fury  of  the 
populace,  the  council  had  declined  interfering, 
and  the  governor  perfevered  in  that  line  which 
the  law  marked  out  as  his  duty :  his  inflexibi-* 
lity  in  this  point  was  oppofed  by  an  equal  ob- 
ftinacy  on  the  part  of  the  towns-people,  who 
rejedled,  with  difdain,  the  offer  of  the  con- 
fignees  to  land  the  tea,  and  fiore  it  underthe 

carp. 
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care  of  the  fele6l  men,  or  a  committee  of  the  chap. 
town,  till  they  could  receive  further  orders  from  J^i;^ 
England.  »773f. 

Two  more  fliips  were  now  arrived,  wlien  the  Tea 
military  guard  was  unexpedledly  withdraAvn,  |nJ^ftg, 
or  the  renewal  omitted.  A  numerous  mob,  in 
the  difguife  of  Mohawk  Indians,  fuddenly  fal- 
lied  forth,  boarded  the  ihips,  fplit  open  the 
chefts,  and  committed  the  whole  cargoes  of  tea 
to  the  waves. 

Measures  were  adopted  in  other  provinces  Proceed- 


ings m 


to  prevent  the  landing;  fome  fliips  were  com-  o"fJr  pro- 
pelled to  return  without  coming  to  anchor;  vinces. 
and  feveral  cargoes  were  deftroyed ;  but  in  no 
other  place  was  fuch  a  fyftematic  and  over- 
bearing fpirit  of  oppofition  manifefied  as  in 
Boftoo.* 

The  aifembly  were  loo  much  animate  with  impeadi. 
the  popularity  of  the  late  proceedings,  to,  omit  Slirf-^*** 
any  opportunity  of  renewing  perfonal  contefts  jufticc^ 
with  the  governor.     In  the  laft  feflion  they  de- 
clared, that  judges,  who  received  falaries  from 
the  crown  mftcad  of  the  people,   would  no 
longer  enjoy  the  public  confidence  and  efteem, 
and  it  would  be  tlie  indifpenfable  duty  of  the 
province  to  impeach  them  before  the  governor 
and  council.    Not  intimidated  by  thefe  threats, 
the  judges  refufed  to  accept  more  than  half  of 
the  lums  granted  by  the  houfe  of  reprefenta-  ^^h  Feb, 
trves,  who,  in  this  feflion,  put  their  menace  in  «774* 
execution,  by  voting  articles  of  impeachment 
agaiuil  Peter  Oliver,  efq.  chief-juftice  of  the 
fuperior  court  of  judicature^  charging  him  with 
a  defign  to  fubvert  the  co^itution  of  the  pro- 
%'ince,  and   to  introduce  into  the  court  over 
miiich  he  prefided,  a  partial,  arbitrary,  and  cor- 

^  ^tedmaiv— ADdrews— 'Mairachufretenfis^  letler  it* 
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CHAP,  rupt  adminiftration  of  juftice,  in  confequencc 
^J^J!^    of  which  he  had  declined  receiving  grants  of 
<774-     the  general  affembly,  but  accepted  an  annual 
ftipend  from  his  nijyefty's  minifters. 
Hit  letter.       In  a  letter  addreffed  to  the  houfe,  the  magi- 
ftrate  remonftrated,  that  during  the  feventeen 
years  he  had  beien  in  office,  he  was  unconfcious 
of  any  violation  of  the  laws  in  his  judicial  ca- 
pacity; he  had  fuilained  by  privation  of  bufinefs, 
and  the  infufficiency  of  his  ftipends,  a  lofs  ex- 
ceeding three  thoufand  pounds  fterling;  he  had 
not  folicited  afalary  from  the  king;  but  when  it 
was  offered,  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  beft  of 
ibvereigns,  induced  him  to  accept  the  munifi- 
cent donation.     This  appeal  was  infufficient  to 
dilarm  the  fury  of  the  affembly ;  the  impeach- 
ment was  voted  by  a  large  majority ;"  but  the 
governor  difclaiming  any  authority  to  try  and 
determine  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  re- 
fufed  to  receive  it.    The  reprefentatives,  how* 
ever,  perfevering  in  their  attempt,  and  renewing 
jtetliMtr.  the  impeachmait  in  anothelr  form,  Hutchinfon 
t&A9^    diffolved  the  affembly.    His  fpeech  was  couched 
in  terms  of  fevere  repi-eheniion ;  he  faid,  "  As 
*'  fome  of  your  votes,  refolves,  and  other  pro- 
ceedings,  which  you  have  fuffered  to  be 
made  public,  ftrike  direftly  at  the  honour 
and  authority  of  the  king  and  parliament,  I 
may  not  neglect  bearing  pubHc  tefti^nony 
againft  them,  and  m.aking  ufe  of  the  power 
veiled  in  me  by  the  conftitution,  to  prevent 
your  further  proceeding  in  the  fame  way/' 
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^ttE  extent  of  American  difturbances  was 
^  not  fully  known  when  the  Britiih  parlia-* 
ment  alTembled.  The  king,  in  his  fpeech,  re- 
viewed the  ftate  of  the  continent,  and  antici- 
pated a  long  duration  of  peace:  he  recom- 
ftilsnded  attention  to  internal  and  domeftic  ira* 
provement,  and  mentioned  the  deteriorated 
uate  of  the  gold  coin,  as  an  objefi;  claiming 

Eeculiar  exertions.  The  addrefswas  carried  in 
oth  houfes  without  divifion  or  debate. 
Th  e  early  part  of  the  feflion  ^as  employed 
in  fixing  the  number  of  feamen  and  foldiers 
on  the  peace  fftablifliment;  on  Sawbridge's  an* 
nual  motion  for  fhortening  the  duration  of  par- 
liament ;  and  on  Sir  George  Savile's  fmiilar  ef- 
fort to  procure  a  bill,  for  fecuring  the  rights 
of  elefiors,  and  for  declaring  the  proceedings 
relative  to  the  Middlefex  eledion  illegal ;  both 
which  were  rejefted. 

Some  attention  was  alfo  excited  by  the  pro- 
ceeding againft  H.  S.  Woodfall,  printer  of  the 
Public  Advertifer,  and  the  Rev.  John  Home, 
for  a  libel  on  the  ipeaker  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, charging  him  with  injuftice  and  par- 
tiality. Sir  Fletcher  Norton  complained  to  the 
houfe,  and  having  obtained  the  teftimony  of 
Sawbridge,  who  knew  the  progrefs  of  the  aflair, 
in  favour  of  his  reftitude,  declared  himfelf  fa- 
lisfied,  and  exprefled  contempt  of  the  imputa- 
tions of  faftion. 

Mr.  Herbert  conceiving  the  dignity  of 
parliament  would  be  degraded,  if  a  matter  of 
liich  importance  paifed  with  impunity,  moved 
for  bringing  the  nrinter  before  the  houfe.  Sir 
Jofeph  Mawbey  tnought  the  intention  of  the 
libeller  was  to  injure  the  liberty  of  the  preft, 
and  create  a  variance  between  the  king  and  the 
city,  and  theiefore  wiflied  the  houfe  to  abftain 

from 
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to  the  courts  of  law  for  redrefs.  Mr,  Fox  ^^-tjr 
agreeing  with  Sir  Jofeph,  refpefling  the  views  *774- 
of  the  writer,  differed  in  his  conclufions.  The 
letter  was  full  of  fuch  flagrant  falfehoods,  that 
no  man  of  fenfe  could  place  belief  in  it;  but, 
vas  any  member,  much  more  the  fpeaker,  to  be 
fo  grofsly  libelled,  and  obliged  to  defcend  to  a 
law-fuit?  No!  he  hoped  they  would  always 
maintain  their  preropitive,  and  prote6l  them- 
felves ;  for  it  would  be  no  lefs  abfurd  for  them 
to  appeal  to  an  inferior  court,  tiian  for  the  court 
of  king's  bench  to  apply  lor  proteftion  to  the 
court  of  common  pleas.  The  confequences 
arifing  from  the  motion  were  dreaded,  becaufe 
the  lenity  formerly  ihewn  had  led  printers  to 
conceive  themfelves  entitled  to  libel  any  mem- 
ber, and  if  fuffered  to  proceed,  they  would  next 
rlaim,  as  a  privilege,  tne  right  of  libelling  whom 
they  pleafed.  After  a  debate  of  fome,  lengtli, 
in  which  a  refiftance  to  the  order  of  the  houfe; 
by  fome  alderman,  ambitious  of  popularity,  was 
anticipated,  and  the  futility  of  tne  claim  of  the 
city  to  obftru6l  the  execution  of  the  fpeaker  s 
warrant,  fully  eftabliihed,  the  paper  was  unani- 
mouilv  voted  a  libel,  and  the  printer  ordered  to 
attend. 

WooDFALL  obeyed  without  hefitation,  and,  14*^*- 
on  his  interrogatory,  declared  the  Rev.  John 
Home  author  of  the  obnoxious  paper.  A 
ftrenuous  debate  enfued,  in  which  lord  North 
propofed  committing  the  printer  to  the  Gate? 
Iioufe,  and  Mr.  Fox  recommended  Newgate; 
but  he  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  by 
the  feijeant-at-arms.  After  fome  demurs,  re- 
lative to  the  fummons,  Mr.  Home  was  brought  t?*; 
before  the  ht)ufe.  He  extricated  hirofelf  from 
thp  accufation  with  great  dexterity:   having 
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attempted  to  remove  the  imputation  of  conta» 
macy^  he  inquired  whether  Woodfalls  declara* 
tions  were  to  be  taken  as  evidencft  or  as  thf 
charge  againfl  him ;  afler  fome  hefitation,  h^ 
was  told,  they  conftituted  the  charge,  and 
pleaded,  as  in  any  other  court,  not  guilty.  Th? 
iioufe  was  embarrafled:  Wpodfall  was  again 
called,  and  confronted  with  Hprne;  but  as  he 
was  implicated  in  the  guilt  of  the  publication^ 
his  teftimony  was  deemed  infufficient  to  war- 
rant con vidion.  Three  of  Woodfall's  ioumey- 
men  afterwards  attended ;  they  failed,  nowever, 
in  proving  the  accufation,  and  Mr.  Home  was 
^ifcharged. 

Siia  Edward  Sf  anley,  anticipating  a  ge- 
neral eledlion,  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  to  render  perpetual  the  law,  introduced 
under  the  aiifpices  of  the  late  George  Qren- 
ville,  for  trying  controverted  elet^ions  by  com* 
mittees.  The  motion  produced  an  animated 
debate,  in  M'hich  the  queftion  was  not  treated 
as  an  affair  of  party,  but  difcuffed  freely  on  the 
merits.  The  principal  objeftions  againft  ren- 
dering the  aft  perpetual,  were,  the  approach  of 
a  general  cleftion,  which  would  afford  oppor- 
tunities of  making  more  decided  experiments 
of  its  benefits;  and  the  impropriety  of  thp 
houfe  furrendering  its  om'u  privileges.  In  an* 
fwer  to  the  firft,  it  was  ftated,  that  five  in- 
ftances  had  aheady  occurred,  and  not  one  trial 
had  been  improperly  decided.  Dunning  hu- 
mouroufly  apologifed  for  fupporting  the  mo- 
tion: "  No  peribn,"Mic  faid,  ''  had  a  jufter 
right  to  refift  the  bill  than  himfelf,  it  bad 
done  him  great  injury;  for,  fince  the  aft,  not 
one  trial  had  come  into  Weftminfter-hall; 
and,  he  was  confident,  were  it  made  per- 
petualy  tliere  never  would  be  one/'     In  a^- 
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fieer  to  the  argument  againft  the  refignation  of  CH  AP* 
privileges,  the  improper  means  iifed  to  influ- 
ence members  in  fonner  times,  were  detailed 
by  lord  George  Germaine.  "  The  parties  ufed/* 
he  faid,  *'  to  apply  to  one  fet  of  tlie  houfe  to 
"  be  their  managers,  another  fet  to  give  their 
*'  attendance  and  intereft;  to  a  third  fet,  with 
vhom  they  were  intimate,  they  would  apply 
for  their  vote ;  and,  to  the  lazy  part  of  the 
houfe,  they  would  fay,  We  won't  trouble  you 
to  attend  the  dry  examination  of  M'itneffes; 
only  let  us  know  where  you  will  be,  and 
when  the  queftion  is  going  to  be  put,  we'll 
fend  you  a  card."  The  motion  was  at  length 
carried,*  and  the  bill  paffed.** 


«( 


*  150  to  Xl^. 

^  The  menu  of  iltM  cdebiatecl  law>  are  thut  elegaotljr  dcTcribed  hj 
Dr.  ]obnfon «  **  The  new  mode  of  trying  elections,  if  it  be  found 
*'  effi^Sual,  will  diffufe  its  confequences  further  than  feems  yet  to  be 
"  fefcfeeli.  It  iSy  I  believe,  generally  confidered  as  advantageous 
^  oniy  to  tbofe  who  claim  feats  in  parliament )  but,  if  to  ehuie  re- 
**  pieftDtatives  be  one  of  the  mod  valuable  rights  of  Engliflimen, 
**  every  voter  muft  confider  that  law  as  adding  to  his  happinefs, 
**  which  makes  his  iuffrage  efficacious  $  (ince  it  was  in  vain  to  chufe^ 
**  while  the  tkdaan  could  he  contxxniled  bv  any  other  power.  With 
**  what  imperious  contempt  of  ancient  rignts,  and  what  audaciouli. 
ncfs  of  arbitrary  authority,  former  parliaments  have  judged  the 
difpotes  about  eleftions,  it  is  not  neceflary  to  relate.  The  claim 
**  of  a  candidate*  and  the  right  of  electors,  are  faid  fcarceiy  to  have 
**  been,  even  in  appearance,  referred  to  confcience  {  but  to  have  been 
"  decided  by  party,  by  paffion,  by  prejudice,  or  by  frolic.  To  have 
**  iriends  in  the  borough  was  of  little  ufe  to  him  who  wanted  friends 
*'  10  the  houfe  $  a  pretences  was  eaiiiy  found  to  evade  a  majority,  and 
**  the  ftat  was  at  laft  his,  that  was  chofen  not  by  his  ele^lors,  but  bis 
**  feilow  ienators.  Thus  the  nation  was  infuhed  with  a  mock  elec- 
*'  tioRy  and  the  parliament  was  filled  with  fpurious  reprefentatives  { 
one  of  the  mon  important  claims^  that  of  a  right  to  fit  in  the  fu- 
pitaM  council  of  the  kingdom^  was  debated  in  jeft,  and  no  man 
**  could  be  confident  of  fuccefs  from  the  juftice  of  his  caufe.  A  dif- 
**  puted  eleftion  is  now  tried  with  the  lame  fcrupuloufnefs  and  ib- 
icmnity  as  any  other  title*  The  candidate  that  has  deferved  well 
of  his  Bcighbqprs^  may  now  be  certain  of  enjoying  the  tfft&.  of 
their  approbation ;  and  the  eleftor  who  has .  voted  honeftly  for 
known  merit,  may  be  certain  that  he  has  not  voted  in  vain.**  See 
Tk  Pabiot,  Johnfon*8  Works. 
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CHAP.       Meanwhile  theminiftry  received  full  in- 
i^J[^^    telligence  of  the  late  tranfadions  in  America, 
im.     and  were  preparing  to  fubmit  to  parliament, 
fr^m  Maf-  O^cafures  or  correction  and  prevention.     The 
acbufl€c*s  petition  from  the  legifiature  of  Maifachuflet'ft 
B^  hcar4   g^y  yr^^  heard  before  the  privy  council ;  Dr. 
privy.        Franklin,  as  agent  for  the  houfe  of  reprefenta^- 
council,      tives,  was  examined  as  a  witnefs,  and  fully 
»9«b jw*.    ^yQ^.pj  jjjs  Q^yi^  flagitious  condufi;  in  obtaining 
and  publilhing  the  letters  which  had  excited  fo 
mucn  rancour.    Wedderburne,  who  attended  as 
council  for  the  governor,  dehvered  an  animat- 
ed and  eloquent  oration  againil  the  condu& 
of  Franklin;  the  petition  was  declared  ground- 
Fnmklmift  l^fs,  vcxatious,  and  fcandalous,  and  I'ranklin 
^priv€dof  deprived   of  his  office  of  deputy  poft-mailer 
*^««^   general  for.the  colonies.' 

c  Fnmkltn  himfelf  fpeake  of  the  tnnlaftions  in  the  fbHowfng 
terms «  **  This  petition  was  heard  before  z  committee  of  the  lordi 
**  of  the  privy-council,  w]>erc  an  illiberal  lawyer  was  hired  and  per* 
**  mitted  to  abufe  the  petitioners^  and  their  agent,  in  the  groflVft 
«<  terms  fcunility  could  inrent ;  and  the  lords  rrported,  that  the 
'  ■'  petition  was  groundWfs,  vexatious,  and  fcandalous,  and  calcv- 

**  Lted  only  for  the  feditioiis  purpofes  of  keeping  up  a  fpirit  of 
'*  clamoui-  and  difcontent  in  the  province.  That  nothing  had  been 
*'  laid  bet'oi-e  them  which  did,  or  could  in  their  opinion,  in  any 
*'  manner,  or  in  «ny  degree,  impeach  the  honour,  integrity,  or  con- 
«<  du^t,  oi  the  governor  or  lieutenant-governor/*  Before  this  dif- 
cufiion  in  the  privy-coukicil>  J'ranldin,  io  confequence  of  a  dud 
between  Mr.  Whately  a  banker,  brother  of  the  late  Secretary  to 
the  treafury,  and  Mr.  Temple,  lieutenant.govemor  of  N«w  Hamp* 
fliii-e,  avowed  himfetf  alone  to  be  the  perfon  who  obtained  the  letterSf 
and  tranfmitted  them  to  Bofton*  See  Annual  Regifter,  1 773»  p- 1 5** 
After  the  deciiioh  of  the  privy- council,  the  effigies  oi  Wedderburne 
and  Hutchinibn  were,  by  tlw  populace  of  BoRon,  placed  in  a  cart, 
with  rancorous  and  fcurrilous  libels,  and  after  beinr  expofed  feverai 
hours,  h\ing  and  burned.  I  was  in  hopes  of  obtaining  an  w- 
tUentic  minute  of  Wedderbume^s  celebrated  fpeech,  or  which,  I  am 
a0iired,  no  correal  outline  has  yet  been  given  to  the  public  $  but,  for 
the  preicnt,  I  am  difappojnted^  all  I  have  been  able  to  learn  is,  that 
the  eloquent  and  indignant  advocate  applied  to  Franklin  the  lines 
from  Juvenal, 

"  •  *  •  •  8ed  ^uo  cecidit  fub  crimine  ?  Qdrnam, 
**  Delator  \  Q^ibus  indiciis  f  Qiio  tefte  pro^bit  ? 
<*  Nfl  borum  verU/a  ei  grmidis  ififi^la  'vemt. 

«•  It  would  be  an  eternal  ftigma/*  he  added,  <«  on  the  name  of 

**  Faukiin>  to  cajl  him  a  man  oi'  letters/* 

Tub 
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The  information  from  America  excited  con-'  chap. 
fiderable  alarm   and  eagernels  in  the  public,   ^^^ 


when  lord  North,  having  previoufly  intimated      1774- 
his  intentions,    fubmitted  to  parliament  the  A-mencan 
papers  relative  to  the  deltruaion  or  tea.     1  hey  before  pa»- 
were  introduced  by  a  meflage  from  the  throne,  '**|™f!** 
ftating  that  unwarrantable  and  outrageous  pro-  ^th.   "^* 
ceedings,  obftru6ling  the  national  commerce,  King;* 
andfubverfive  of  the  tonftitution,  having  been  ^*^^S*' 
adopted  in  North  America,  and  particularly  at 
Bofton,  the  king  thought  fit  to  lay  the  wnole 
matter  before  parliament;  confiding  in  their 
zeal  for  his  authority,  and  attachment  to  the 
welfare  of   all    his  dominions,   for   efFe6lual 
powers  to  put  an  immediate  ftop  to  thofe  dif- 
fers; aild   for  further  regulations,  and  per* 
manent  provifions,  for  better  fecuring  the  exe- 
cution of  the  laws,  and  the  juft  dependence  of 
the  colonies  on  the  crown  and  parlikment  of 
Great.  Britain.'      Loyal  and  affeftionate  ad-  »»*• 
.  dreffes  were  unanirnoufly  returned. 

The  documents  prefented  to  parliament  were 
ample,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  in  num- 
ber, confifting  of  copies  and  extrafts  of  lettera 
from  the  different  magifl:rates  and  officers  in 
America,  the  votes  and  refolutions  of  the  in-^ 
habitants  of  Bofton,  and  other  interefting  com- 
munications.    Lord  North  founded  on  them  a  B\\\fw 
motion  for  a  bill  tX)  remove  the  revenue  officers  (hutting 
from  Bofton,  and  to  difcontinue  the  landing  ^'^^ 
and  fhipping  of  merchandize  at  tl\e  town  or 
within  the  harbour. 

In  recommending  this  meafufe,  the  minifter  loixI 
afferted,  that  theprefeut  diforders  were  intirely  Norths 
occafioned  by  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton :  our  ^" '' 
commerce  could  not  be  fecure  while  it  remctin- 
edin  that  harbour,  where  the  otticers  of  the 
tuftoni$  ha,d  been  thrice  prevented  from  doing 
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CHAP,  their. duty ;  and  dated  the  necdflity  of  finding 
^}^    fome  other  poit,  \\'here  the  la^vs  could  aiFord 
1774-     fu  1 1  protection.    Anticipating  an  objedtion  that, 
in  a  meafure  fo  general,  fome  innocent  perfons 
would  fuffer  with  the  guilty ;  he  faid,  where  the 
autliority  of  a  town  had  been,  as  it  were,  afl^ep 
and  inactive,  it  was  no  new  thing  for  tlic  whole 
town  to  be   fined ;   he  inftanced  the  city  of 
•  *    .  Loudon,   in   tlie  reign  of   king   Charles   ir^ 
when  Dr.  Lamb  was  killed  by  unknown  per- 
fons ;  the  cafe  of  Edinburgh,  in  captain  Por- 
tcus  §  affair ;  and  Glafgow,  where  the  houfe  of 
IVIn  Campbell  was  pulled  down,  and  fart  of 
the  revenue  of  that  town  was  fequefter^d  for 
the  purpofe  of  indemnity.    Bofton,  he  obferved, 
did  not  ftand  in  fo  fair  a  light  sis  either  of  tiiefe 
places,  for  it  had  been  upwards  of  feven  years 
lu  riot  and  pQnfufion.     He  then  detailed   the 
proceeding  with  relpe^  to  the  tea  ihips,  and 
.     ■  dciiounced  it  as  a  moft  violent  dutrage,  by  peo- 
ple who  could  not,  in  any  Ihape,  claim  moro  ^ 
than  »the  .natural  privilege  of  trading  with 
their  fellow  fubjcfls.     The  \^iolence  lOf  Boilant 
^)a<^  influenced  the  reft  of  the  continent ;  Bof* 
ton  was  alone  to  blame,  and  iliould  alone  be 
the  objeftof  puuifhment,     A  claufe  in  the  bill 
woukl  prevent   the  crown  from  re-eftablifh- 
ing  the  harbour,  till  full  fatisfa^ion  was  made 
,  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  for  the  lofs  of  their 
tea ;  and  this,  not  as  a  tax,  but  by  requiiition. 
He  Ihould  be  happy  that  the  promoters  of  the 
difturbanccs  were  difcovered,  and  compelled 
to  make  reparation ;  but  as  they  were  unknown 
in  England,  Bofton  would,  no  doubt,  ehdea-^ 
vour  to  dilcover  them,  or  pals  a6ls  of  their 
own  aflembly,  to  levy  the  money  in  the  moft 
equitable  m^mer.     He  always  regretted   th« 
i^^cefiity  of  puniihment,  ^d  therefore  hoped 
9  for 
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fertlutt  unanimity  which  would  give  ftrength  chap.. 
to  the  meafiure.     He  trufied  all  would  agree ,  ,J^^^ 
with  htm,  peers    memberH,    and  . merchants,     17^*^ 
and  unanimouily  animadvert  upon  fuch  parts 
of  America  as  denied  the  autibority  of  thi& 
country.     We  muft  puniih,  coatroul,  or  yield 
to  them. 

SoxE  {light  oppoiition  was  made,,  principally  Oppofed 
by  Mr.  Dowdefwcll,  who  inqnii^d  for  evidence  ^^^^^^ 
of  general  concurrence  in  the  iniiabitants  of  wcU. 
BoftoQ ;  he  &id,  the.  examples  of  puhiihment 
vhich  bad  been  mentioned  were  notfimilar 
\»  the  prefent  cafe;  the  obligation  on  the  coun* 
ties  to  compeiifate  forrjoffes  between  fun  and 
f«A,  was  an  ancient  regulation  not  eiia&ed  for 
a  particular  purpofe ;  but  this  would  be  anex* 
pQfl  facto  law.  Thd.cafe  of  a  corporatibn  -was 
atfo  different;  th^y  chofe  their  own  oBicens^ 
while  the  magiilrates  of  fiofton  i»*ere  clewed  by 
theproviijce  at  large.  Woiridthe  houfe'con* 
demn  without  evidience,  in  the  abfence  of  tiie 
parties  r  The  motion  was,  however,  fupported 
i>y  fdfiie  oppofition  members,  and  carried  with- 
out a  diviiion.  . 

The  bill  was  twice  read,   and  committed  istJiatid- 
irithout  oppofition ;  but,  in  the  committee,  the  »«ft^^''- 
lord  mayor,  Mr.  Bull,  prcfented  a  petition  from  Petition  o^ 
fcveral  natives  of  North  Attierica  refident  in  Americans 
London.     They  claimed,  as  aEs  inviolable  rule  '"  ^^  °°' 
of  natural  juftioe4  that  uo  man  llioiild  be  cou<» 
demned,  witlK)ut  being  called  upt>n  to  anfwer^ 
to  hear  evidence,  and  mnlke  a  defence.     But 
under  the  intended  bill,  no  individual  or  cor« 
porate  body  in  America,  could  enioy  iecurity : 
for  (hould Judgment  immediately  follow  an  ac+ 
cufation,  nipported  even  by  perfons  notorioufly 
at  enmity  with  them,  the  accufed,-  unacquaint* 
c4  wiljh  the  charge^  and  £rom  the^  nature  of 

their 
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CHAP,  th^ir  iituation  incapable  of  defending  them- 
\^}li/  ^^l^'^Sj  every  fence  "would  be  pulled  down,  juf- 
'  >9t74-  tice  no  longer  be  their  ihield,  nor  innocence  an 
exemption  from  punifliment  The  petitioners 
hardily  aflerted  that  juftice  was  executed  by 
law  with  as  much  impartiality  in  America,  as 
in  anj'-  other  part  of  his  majefty's  dominions ; 
diftinguiilied  between  the  cafe  of  Bofton,  and 
thofe  of  London  and  Edinburgh,  mentioned  in 
lord  North's  fpeech ;  and  attempted  to  fix  tlie 
blame  of  the  tumults  on  the  governor,  who  had 
omitted  to  reftrain  them  by  means  of  the  exe- 
cutive force.  They  declared,  a  proceeding  of 
fuch  exceffive  rigour  and  injuftice  would  link 
deep  in  the  minds  of  their  countrymen,  and 
tend  to  alienate  their  affedions. .  The  attach*^ 
ment  of  America,  they  faid,  cannot  furvive  the 
juftice  of  Great  Britam ;  and  if  the  Americans 
fee  a  new  mode  of  trinl  eftabliflied  for  them, 
which  violates  the  facred  principles  of  natural 
juflice,  it  may  be  produdive  of  national  dif- 
truft,  and  extinguim  thofe  filial  feelings  of  re- 
fpe6i  and  aife&ion  which  have  hitherto  attach* 
ed  them  to  the  parent  ftate. 
AttKfid-  After  the  reading  of  Uiis  petition,  Mr.  Rofe 
mentmov-  fuller  moved  an  amendment,  mitigating  the 
rigour  of  the  or]&;inal  propofal  into  a  fine.  The 
Boilonians,  he  faid,  would  refufe  to  remit  money 
to  pay  their  debts:  and  numerous  confedera* 
cies  would  be  created ;;  the  bill  could  not  be 
carried  into  execution  without  a  military  force : 
if  a  fmall  number  of  men  were  employ  ed,  the 
Boilon  militia  would  cut  them  to  pieces;  and  if 
a  large  number,  the  Americans  would  feduce 
them, 
pppofed  Th  e  psopofition  of  a  fine  was  oppofed  as 
|>y|wd  tending  to  increafe  the  difficulty,  and  lord 
•       North  iaid,  though  he  was  no  enemy  to  lenient 

proceedings 
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|>n>ceedmgS9  he  found  refolutions  of  cenfure  chaK 
and  warning  unavailing,  and  coercive  meafures  ,^^^j 
neceffaiy.  "  Now  is  the  time,"  he  faid,  "  to  ^774. 
"  perfift,  to  defy  them,  to  proceed  with  refolli- 
"  tion,  and  without  fear.  This  bill  /liould 
**  convince  all  America  of  our  firmnefs  and 
'^  vigour;  butthiit  convidion  would  be  loft  did 
*  they  perceive  in  our  councils,  hefitation  and 
"  doubt"  In  anfwer  to  the  fuggeftion  that 
the  Americans,  would  withhold  the  payment  of' 
their  debts  to  Britifli  merchants,  he  faid,  they 
ufed  (imilar  threats,  unlefs  the  ftamp  aft  were 
repealed,  but  though  they  obtained  that  pointy 
they  did  not  pay  their  debts,  and  he  believed 
their  conduft  would  be  the  fame  on  this  occa- 
fion.  If  parliament  M'ere  to  be  influenced  by 
luch  threats,  all  remedies  would  become  nuga- 
tory, and  the  proposed  fine  could  be  as  effec- 
tually refifted  as  the  operation  of  the  bill.  He 
denied  that  a  military  force  would  be  neceflfary 
to  enforce  the  aft,  as  four  or  five  frigates  would 
fiifiice;  but  were  it  neceflfary^  he  Ihould  not 
hefitate  to  compel  due  fubmiffion  to  the  laws. 
'^  If  their  difobedience  to  this  aft,"  he  con- 
tinued, "  is  to  produce  rebellion,  that  confc- 
"  queflce  belongs  to  them,  not  to  us ;  they 
"  alone  occafion  it ;  we  are  only  refponfible 
"  for  the  equity  of  our  meafures;  firmnefs, 
"  jufiice,  and  refolution  alone  can  fecure 
"  obedience  and  refpeft  to  the  laws,  and  fe- 
"  curity  to  trade." 

The  debate  was  maintained  with  confider- 
able  ability,  and  at  much  length ;  the  princi^ 
palfpeakers  in  favour  of  lord  North's  meafure, 
were  MefTrs.  Gafcoigne,  Montagu,  Stanley, 
Ward,  Jenkinlbn,  and  general  Conway.  Ou 
the  other  fide  were  Mr.  Byng  and  Mr.  Demp- 
ftcr.    The  neccflfity  of  fliewing  refentment  by  ^^^l 

TOL.  ij.  H  punilhment  jt&t^ 
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CfHA^   puniflimetit   beins:,    however,    ^nerally    aJ- 
yj^}^    nutted,  and  the  difference  arifing  only  as  to 
1774.      the  mode;  the  committee  adopted  the  propofaJ 
originally  fuggefted,  without  alteration. 

o'^Lfifbn  ^^'  ^^^^  *'^'^^'  readmg,  Fox,  for  the  firfttime, 
oifrircS  appeared  in  oppofition,  and  particularly  cen- 
rcadhig.  furcd  the  claufc  M  hicli  vefted  in  the  croAvn  the 
power  of  reftorino-  the  port.  It  confided  to  the 
crown  that  authority  with  which  parliament 
was  afraid  to  truft  itfelf.  Tlie  quarrel  wa» 
with  parliament,  and  parliament  was  the  pro- 
per power  to  end  it.  He  was  anfwered  by  Af r. 
Phipps,  who  fliewed  the  propriety  of  continu- 
ing to  the  crown,  that  which  had  always  been 
its  attribute,  mercy  :  nor  could  the  reftoration 
of  the  port  be  fo  well  vefted  in  tt^  legiflature, 
for  parliament  might  happen  not  to  be  fitting 
at  the  moment  when  the  exercife  of  lenity  be- 
came proper. 

The  debate  afliimed,  for  a  moment^  a  hew 
colour  from  the  intemperance  of  Mr.  Van, 
■who,  defcanting  on  the  flagitioufiiefe  of  the 
offence  committed  by  the  people  of  Bofton, 
faid,  their  town  ought  to  be  knocked  about 
their  ears  and  deftroyed.  "  Delenda  eji  Car- 
thago  r  he  exclaimed  :  "  you  will  never  ob' 
tain  proper  obedience  to  the  laws,  until  you 
"  have  deftroyed  that  ncft  of  locufts." 

This   exceffive  vindictivenefs    called  up 

colonel  Barre,   who  earneftly  deprecated  fucb 

language :  he  expreffed  approbation  of  thfe  bill, 

though  he  feared  it  was  intended  to  involve  the 

fatal  doftrine  of  taxation.      "  I  have  not  a 

**  doubt,"  he  faid,    "  but  a  very  fmall  part  of 

"  our  ftrength  will  at  any  time  overpower  the    | 

**  Americans.     I  think  tnis  bill  moderate ;  but 

I  augur  that  the  next  propofition  will  be  a 

black  one.  You  have  not  aloom,  nor  an  anvil, 

5  «  but 
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*  but  what  is  ftamped  witli  America  ;•  it  is  the  chap. 

*'  main  prop  of  your  trade.'*  ~  viS2ii  ^ 

The  ckufes  objeAed  to  \rere  acquiefced  in     «774» 
without  a  divifion,  and  th^  fpeaker  put  the 
queftion  for  pafiing  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fox  then  revived  his  objedions,  in  or- 
der, he  faid,  to  ihew  on  the  journals  that  fome 
member  had  refilled  thofe  claufes. 

Mr.  DowDESWELL  oppofed  the  whole  prin- 
ciple of  the  bill;  cenfured  the  celerity  of 
paffing  it,  which  prevented  the  tendering  of 
petitions  from  the  manufa^urers,  whofe  in- 
terefts  it  would  afFefl: ;  blamed  the  fele^tion  of 
Bofton  for  fignal  vengeance,  when  many  other 
places  had  been  equally  culpable,  and  con- 
fidered  the  meafure  more  likely  to  injure  the 
merchants  of  England,  than  the  delinquents  in 
America. 

Burke  derided  the  notion  of  a  local  re- 
medy for  a  general  difbtder.  One  town  in 
profcription,  the  reft  in  rebellion,  can  never  be 
a  remedial  mfeafure  for  general  difturbance. 
"  Have  you  confidered,"  hefaid,  "  whether  you' 
"  have  troops  and  fliips  fufficient  to  enforce  an 
"  UHiverfal  profcription  to  thetrade  of  the  whole 
"  continent  of  America  ?  If  you  have  not,  the 
''  attempt  is  childiih,  and  the  operation  fruitt- 
**  lefs."  He  blamed  Hutchinfon  for  not  hav- 
ing recourfe  to  the  affiftance  of  the  military, 
TOO,  it  appeared  from  the  papers  on  the  table, 
could  have  quelled  the  riot,  though  not  with- 
out killing  many  innocent  people :  the  fault  of 
the  governor  ought  not  to  be  the  means  of 
putiiihment '  on  the  innocent.  Univerfal  dif- 
content  prevailed  throughout  America,  he  faid, 
fiom  an  internal  bad  government  He  wiflied 
to  fee  a  new  plan  of  legiflation  in  that  country, 
Bot  founded  on  the  laws  and  ftatutcs  of  Great 

H2  Britaix), 
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CHAP.    Britainy  but  on  the  vital  principles  of  EngTifli 

xxiL    liberty. 

-ifi^  Burke  mms  anfwered  by  Mr.  Grey  Cooper, 
liVho  e'xprefled  furprize  ana  forrow  at  hearing' 
him  upbraid  government  for  not  ufing  military 
ibrce.  *'  It  has  been  faid,"  he  continued, 
"  that"  the  Americans  cannot  be  heafd  in  their^ 
"  own  defence  before  this  meafure  takes  efFe6i, 
*^  Look  at  the  papers  on  the  table,  where  you 
"  fee  the  refolutions^  of  their  public;  meetings, 
*'  ordered  to  1^  tranftnitted  for  our  informa- 
"  tion."  After  fucfi  a  defiatice,  could  they  be 
expe6ted  to  appear  at  the  bar,  and  defend 
tliemfelves  by  thofe  laws  which  th^y  exprefsly 
refulecl  to  obey  ?  He  comphr^d  the  tnode  of 
jjrunilhment  to  the  black  act,  where  the  whole 
hundred,  although  not  prefent,  is  fined  for  the 
inifcpnduft  of  individuals.  The  bill  w  as  fram- 
ed for  the  protection  of  trade ;  it  was  a  mild 
meafure,  and  if  oppofed  in  America,  the  refult' 
WouM  mak^  the  puniflimcnt. 

•    ALDERStAl^    SAW*'BrtlDGE    alfo  Oppofcd   tllC 

bill,  and  governor  Johnfione  pfedifted  that  it 
would  occafibn  a  general  confederacy  te  refift 
the  power  of  Great  Britain:  it  would  be  no 
more  prejudicial  and  abfurd  to  prevent  the  in- 
habitants of  Middlefex  from  fowing  corn,  than 
to  hinder  the  town  of  Bofton,  from  reaping 
profit  from  their  trade  and  merchandize. 

Lord  North  ably  vindicated  his  meafuresj 
.IS  being  founded  in  juftice,  and  the  moft  eligi- 
ble unde^  all  circumftances ;  he  oppofed  the 
fuggeftion  that  a  foreign  enemy  would  take  ad- 
vantage of  our  conteft  with  the  colonies,  by 
declaring  the  time  of  peace  to  be  the  only  perioa 
ft>r  regulation,  and  the  prefent  time  this  crifis 
V.  ben  the  difputc  ought  to  be  decided. 
jB'rfpffLd.  ^  THh  billpalled  without  a  divifion. 

In 
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In  the  houfe  of  lords  it  was  actively  oppofed  chap. 
by  the  earl  of  Shelburne,  who  prefented  a  peti-    v^iij 
tion  from  the  natives  of  .^mierica  refident  in     1774. 
London,  fimilar  to  that  fabmitted  to  the  houfe  f^^,Chl2 
of  commons.  ofiora$. 

Lords  Mansfield,  Gower,  Lyttleton,  Wey- 
moutli,  and  Suffolk  fupported  the  bill,  whidi 
was  oppofed  by  the  dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Manchefter,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  aud 
lords  Camden,  Shelburne,  and  Stain  .  It  paflcd  30th  Mar. 
the  houfe  in  five  days,  xmd  no  proteft  whs  en-  ^^^^  f^^*^- 
tered  on  the  journals,  ^ 

On  inti-oducing  the   Bofton  port  bilt,  lord  Bin  for  re- 
Nmlh  faid  it  was  not  the  only  meafure  he  in^  fhegovfm- 
tended  to  pi'opofe ;  other  parts  of  more  nice  ment  of 
difquifition  would  ftiil  remain  for  future  con-  {^^g  ^^j^^^^^ 
fideration-    Accordingly,  while  the  Bofton  port  281U  Mar. 
bill  was  yjet  dep^ading  in  the  lords,  he  laid  be- 
fore the  lower  houfe,  in  a  committee,  the  plan 
of  a  law,  "  For  better  rei^ulating  the  govern- 
''  ment  of  Maflachuffet's  Bay  "  ^ 

He  faid,  the  papers  would  render  indifput-  Lord 
able  the  want  of  an  executive  power  in  that  J^^^^* 
country,   and   the  neccllity  of  itrengthening  ^ 
the  magiftracy ;  the  force  of  the  civil  power 
confilled  in  the  poffe  comiiatus,  and  confider- 
Jngthat  polfe  as  the  very  people  who  had  coir- 
jiiitted  all  the  riots,  the  prefer vation  of  tl  e 

^  Sec  Hiftory  ,cf  I-or4  North's  Adminiftrtition,  p.  jn^G.  Soon 
'  after  ihc  addrcts  was  voted  on  ihe  prefcnfation  of  tlj^  papers,  Mr. 
Bollan,  agent  for  the  council  of  ManachuiTet's  Bay,  prefented  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  a  peiicioni  which  was  rec^ivedi  ana  oruered  to  he 
upon  the  table.  Durin  ^  the  progitis  ot  the  bill,  he  tendered  anot!)er 
petition,  in  the  fame  cbara6ter,  but  the  houfe  refiifed  to  adroit  it,  a]- 
Kgins,  that  the  agent  of  the  coMncil  alon«  was  not  competent  to  ap- 
pear for  the  whole  corporation.  Tliis  refufiU  was  warmly  cenfured,  3S 
crrailnv  an  inconfiftcncy  between  the  pi:ocee<iings  of  the  two  houfes, 
and  between  two  proceedings  of  the  fame  houl'e,  and  it  was  faid,  as 
fimilar  reafons  would  apply  againft  all  the  American  agents,  the 
l^ufewoold  thus  cut  off  all  communication  betwctn  thcmfelves  and 
f^£o)oniils  whom  iheir  a£l8  AOi't  im met! lately  atfe^ed. 

u  3  peace 
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CHAP,  peac^  could  not  be  expe&ed  from  them.    The 
>5^^   conftitutional  power  appeared  totally  defefilive* 
1774-     If  the  democracy  Qitwed    contempt  of  the 
lawfi^  the  governor  had  no  authority  to  appoint 
a  magiftrate  willing  to  enforce  them,  nor  to 
remove  one  who  would  not  aft;  that  "power 
was  vefted  in  the  council,  whofe  dependence 
was  on,the  democratic  part  of  the  conftitution. 
If  the  governor  publiflied  a  proclamation,  there 
was  hardly  foxmd  a  magiftrate  to  obey  it ;  nor 
could  he  iflue  any  order,  without  the  confent 
of  feven  of  the  council ;  government  was  in  fo 
forlorn  a  fituation,  that  no  governor  could  en- 
force obedience ;  nor,  with  mch  a  want  of  civil 
authority,  could  it  be  fuppofed  that  the  military, 
however  numerous,  could  be  ferviceable.     To 
remedy  thefe  evils,  the  rainifter  propofed  that 
the  governor  ihould  a6l  as  a  juftice  of  peace, 
with  power  to  appoint  civil  officers,  fuch  as 
fhcriffs,  and  provoll-marflial,  (the  chief-juftice, 
and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  excepted),  re- 
moveable  only  by  the  king,   under  his  fign 
manual,  and  upon  good  reprefentations  made 
in  England.    The  irregular  alfemblies,  or  town- 
meetings  held  in  Bofion,  were  no  longer  to  be 
convened  without  the  confent  of  the  governor, 
unlefs  for  the  annual  ele3ion  of  certain  officers, 
.whom  it  is  their  province  to  choofe,  and  the  no- 
mination of  juries  required  regulation.     The 
miniftcr  profeffed  himfelf  open  to  difcuffion, 
:^nd  inclined  to  reform  his  opinions  where  er- 
roneous;  he  conceived  fome  immediate  and 
permanent   remedy  neceffary,  and  fubmitted 
the  bill  as  tending  to  purge  the  conftitution  of 
Maflachufiet's  Bay  of  all  its  crudities,  and  give 
ftrcnfvth  and  fpirit  to  the  civil  magiftracy,  and 
executive  power. 

Afteu  a  few  unimportant  obfervatioM,  and 
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aa  explanation  from  lord  North,  informing  the  chap. 
houfe,  that  nothing  in  the  bill  was  intended  to   ^J^J 
affed;  the  legiflative  power  of  either  the  couneil    ^77'4- 
or  aflembly,  lord  George  Germaine  exprefled  a  Lord 
wiih  that  the  minilter' had  made  his  fchcme  Oeorg« 
more  extenfive.     He  approved  the  abolition  of  n^in^*^ 
town-meetings,  and  declared  it  highly  improper  foggef-    , 
for  men  of  a  mercantile  caft  to  allemble  dailv,  ^*^°*: 
for  the  purpofe  of  debating  on  political  matters ; 
they  iliouid  follow  their  occupations  as  mer- 
chants, and  not  confider  themfelvcs  as  minifters 
of  the  country.  He  recommended  that  the  coun- 
cil  of  Maffachuflet's  Bay  ihould  be  put  in  the 
fame  ftate  with  thofe  of  other  colonies:   the 
formation  of  juries  he  particularly  expofed,  as 
replete  with  abfurdities;  the  grand  juries  were 
chofen  for  life,  with  a  yearfy  lalary.    The  petty 
juries  were  elefted  annually  from  each  town; 
thus  offenders  againft  government  were  enabled 
to  enfure  immunity,  at  the  expence  of  law  and 
juftice.   Thefe  j  uries,,he  faid,  were  totally  differ- 
ent from  thofe  of  England,  and  required  great 
regulation.      He  wifhed  the  council  of  Mafla- 
chufTet's  Bay  to  be  remlered  fhnilar  to  thehoufe 
of  lords ;  and  advifed  the  adoption  of  fuch  a  fyf- 
tem  as  would  obviate  the  neceflity  of  allerting 
the  rights  of  parliament  by  words,  while  the 
colonies  denied  their  authority,  and  jJrevented 
the  execution  of  their  laws. 

LoaD  North  complimented  lord  George 
Germaine's  propofitious  as  the  oftspring  of  a 
great  mind,  and  promifed  to  referve  them  fi>r 
the  confideration  of  abilities  fuperior  to  his 
own;  the  charter,  he  {aid,  ought  not  to  form 
an  obflacle  to  tlie  regulation  of  thofe  defeds 
in  the  colonial  conftitution  which  prevented 
UiC  reftoration  of  tranquiUity. 

SoM£  oppoiition  was  maiW  by  Mr.  Phippi^, 

u  4  an4. 
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CHAP,  and  by  Pownall,  who  minutely  invpftigated the 
v^ill;    <^onftitution  of  Maffachuffet's  Bay,  where  he 
1774.     had  been  governor;  and  affirmed  the  Americans 
to  be  a  confcientious,  good,  religious,  peacea- 
ble people;   not  lefs  refpe6table  thaii  any  his 
majefty's  dominions  could  produce. 
1 5th April.      Aftkr  the  Eafter  recefs,  the  minifter  pre- 
S'^^b^i?^"  fented  his  bill  to  the  houfe,  confiderably  altered 
from  the  original  outline:    the  nomination  of 
the  council  was  vefted  in  the  crown;  they  were 
to  have  no  negative  voice,  nor  were  the  lieute- 
nant-governor and  fecretary  to  be  members, 
unlefs  appointed  by  the  king.      The  general 
functions  of  the  council  remained  almolt  unal- 
tered, except  in  the  nomination  of  judicial  offi- 
cers.   The  mode  of  choofirig  juries  was  reformed 
according  to  lord  George  Germaine's  fuggef- 
tion ;  but  lord  North  acknowledged  this  to  be 
a  regulation  of  peculiar  delicacy,  M'hich,  if  the 
houfe  required  it,  he  would  make  the  fubje6l  of 
a  feparate  laM', 

The  principal  oppofition  at  the  introdudion 
of  the  bill,  was  made  by  Mr.  DoM'defwell,  who 
.  faid  it  was  calculated  to  deftroy  the  charter  of 
Maflachuffet's  Bay.  The  Americans  had  la- 
boured with  unwearied  induftry,  andflouriihed 
for  near  fourfcore  years,  under  that  democra- 
tic charter;  they  had  increafcd  their  poflTeffions, 
and  improved  their  lands,  to  an  unexpefted  de- 
gree ;  and  England  had  reaped  the  benefit  of 
their  labour:  yet  it  \vas  intended  to  abrogate 
that  very  charter  which  had  fo  long  fublifted 
to  the  mutual  benefit  of  England  and  America. 
The  charter,"  he  faid,  ^*  breathes  a  fpirit  of 
liberty,  fuperior  to  any  thing  either  of  the 
*'  former  or  prefent  times.  It  was  granted  in 
f^  king  William's  days,  and  is  more  adapted  to 
i^  %he  fpirit  of  a^ree  people,  than  any  that  can 

"  poffibly 
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'*  poffibly  be  fratned  by  aminifter  inthefetimes."  c  h  AP, 
Applying  the  metaphor  fo  frequently  ufed  of  a  ,J^j^ 
parent  and  child,  he  compared  the  conduft  of     1774*  ' 
the  mother-country  to  thofe  perverfe  and.fple- 
netic  exertions   of  authority  in   parents,    by 
Mhich  evil  difpofitions  in  their  offspring  are 
fermented,  and  lafting  animolities  implanted  in 
the  bofoms  of  both. 

Governor  Powvall  defcribed  feveral 
points  of  American  polity,  which  appeared  to  be 
mifunderftood,  or  mifreprefented.  The  council 
were  elefted  by  the  legiflature,  and  not  by  the 
people  at  large;  the  (elect  men  were  fimilar  to 
the  aldermen  in  Englifli  corporations.  Great 
inconvenience  would  arife  from  the  fufpenfioa 
of  the  town-meetings  where  all  municipal  bu- 
finefs  was  tranfa6led,  till  the  governor's  confent 
could  be  obtained,  as  the  towns  were,  in  many 
places,  three  liundred  miles  diftant  from  the 
capital. 

During  the  progrefs  of  this,  arid  another 
aft,  the  oppofition  increafed  in  ftrength  and  re- 
folution.  On  the  fecond  reading,  a  ftrenuous  ndApriL 
debate  took  place:  Sir  George  Savile  warmly 
deprecated  the  privation  of  charters,  without 
hearing  the  parties,  or  going  through  a  legal 
courfe  of  evidence. 

He  was  anfwered  by  Welbore  Ellis,  who  cdn- 
fidered  cliartered  rights  by  no  means  fo  facred 
as  never  to  be  altered ;  the  prerogative  of  grant- 
ing them,  vefted  in  the  crown  for  the  good  of 
the  people;  if  the  legiflature  found  charters,  fo 
granted,  repugnant  to  public  utility,  they  had 
a  right  to  make  them  fit  and  convenient.  The 
legiflature  would  not  take  away  private  pro- 
perty without  a  full  rec#mpence;  but  in  public 
regulation,  they  were  entitled  to  corteft,  con- 
trol, or  fieprive,   as  might  bcft  fuit  the  public 

welfare^ 
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CHAP,  ^wlfart.  With  refpeft  to  evidence,  *  he  cteemed 
xxu^  the  papers  on  the  table  amply  fufficient,  as  they 
n?^  proved  the  governor's  application  to  the  coun- 
cil for  advice,  their  negleft;  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  to  the  council  for  proted;ion,  their 
contumacious  adjournment  for  ten  days,  while' 
the  governor  was  unable  to  a6l  without  their 
opinion,  and  finally  their  refolution,  declaring 
tne  total  infufficiency  of  their  power.  This  was 
evidence  competent  to  ground  the  bill,  which 
had  no  further  obje6t  than  to  remedy  two  de- 
fers ilated  by  themfelves:  a  form  of  govern- 
ment incapable  of  proteAing  property  ought 
to  be  altered. 

General  Conway  obferved,  the  papers 
proved  nothing,  unlefs  the  allegations  of  the 
parties  inculpated  were  heard.  The  Americans 
had  only  a&ed  as  every  fubjeft  would  aft  in  an 
arbitrary  flate,  where  laws  were  impofed  againft 
their  will;  he  predifted  certain  misfortune,  and 
probable  ruin,  from  the  meafure  before  the 
houfe. 

Lord  North  fliewed  the  abfurdity  of  poft- 
poning  the  affiftance  to  be  expected  by  the 
lubjefct,  for  a  whole  twelvemonth,  in  expefta-. 
tion  of  hearing  at  the  bar,  men,  who  having 
difclaimed  all  obedience  to  government,  would 
moft  probably  not  appear.  "  The  Americans," 
he  faid,  "  have  tarred  and  feathered  your  fub- 
je6ls,  plundered  your  merchants,  burnt  your 
Ihips,  denied  all  obedience  to  your  laws  and 
"  authority;  yet  lb  clement,  and  fo  long  for- 
"  bearing  has  been  our  conduft,  that  it  is  in- 
"  cumbent  on  us  now  to  take  a  different  courfe. 
Whatever  may  be  the  confequence,  we  muft 
riik  fomething ;  if  we  do  not,  all  is  over." 
Mr.  Jenslinson,  on  the  fubject  of  chartered 
rights,  declared,  that  where  ihe  right  was  a 

high 


€4 

it 


it 
U 


G  E  O  R  G  E    in.  ^  107 

high  political  regalation,  parliametit  was  not  chap. 
bound  to  hear  the  parties,  out  only  Mrhere  prr-    y^^Hj 
vate  property  was  concerned.    Long-con  tin  iied     i774» 
oppoiition  to  authority,  ref ufal  of  prote6lion  to 
his  majefty's  fubjefts,  and  difobedience  of  the 
laws  had  rendered  it  ne'ceflary,  either  to  forfalcQ ' 
tlie  trade  with  America,  or  to  afibrd  it  due  pro- 
tedion.       ' 

Governor  Pownall,   declaring  that  he 

fpoke  for  the  laft  time  on  the  fubjecl,  uttered  a 

moll  extraordinary  prediftion.     He  faid,  "  The 

"  meafure  you  are  purfuing  will  be  rtfijiedy 

"  not  by  force^  or  the  effeQ  of  armSy  but  a  te- 

"  gidar  united  fyftem.     I  told  this  houfe  four 

"  years  ago,  that  the  people  of  America  would 

"  refift  the  tax,  then  permitted  to  remain  on 

"  them — ^that  they  would  not  oppofe  power  to 

"  power,    but  they  would    become  nnplaca- 

"  ble.     Have  they  not  been  fo  from  that  time 

"  to  this  very  hour?  /  ttll  you  noWy  that  they 

"  mil  rejiji  the  meafures  now  purfiiedj  in  a 

"  more  "vigorous  way.     The  committees  of  cor- 

"  refpondence  in  the  different  provinces  are  in 

"  conjiant  commimication — they  do  not  truji 

"  in  the  conxeyance  of  the  pojl-office — they 

"  have  fet  up  a  conjiitutional  courier^  which 

"  will  foon- grow  up  to  the  fuperfeding  of  your 

'*  poft-office.     As  foon  as  intelligence  of  theji 

"  affairs  reaches  them,  they  will  judge  it  necef 

^^  fary  to  communicate  with  each  other.     It 

**  will  be  found  inconvenient  and  inejfedu^l  Jo 

^^  to  do  by  letters — they  viuji  confer.     They  • 

^^  will  hold  a  conference — and  to  what  theje 

"  committees^  thus  met  in  congrefs^  will  grow 

"  ttp,  /  will  not  fay.     Should  recourfe  be  had   , 

"  to  arms,  you  will  hear  of  other  officers  than 

"  thofe  appointed  by  your  ffovemor.     Then, 

**  as  in  the  late  civil  Mais  of  this  country,  it 

«  will 
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■**  will  be  of  little  confequence  to  difpute  ^vhQ 


"  were  the  aggreffors  —  that  M'ill  be  merely 
"  matter  of  opinion." 

After  fome  convcrfation  on  the  ri^ht  of 
taxing  America,  Sir  Richard  Sutton  clofed  the 
debate,  by  infifting  that  in  the  moft  quiet  times, 
the  difpofition  to  oppofe  the  laws  of  this  coun- 
try was  ftrongly  ingrafted  in  the  Americaiu, 
and  all  their  actions  conveyed  a  fpirit  and  wifli 
for  independence.  "  If  you  afk  an  Ameri- 
**  can,"  he  faid,  "  who  is  his  mailer  ?  he  will 
"  tell  you,  he  has  none,  nor  any  g'overnor,  but 
"  Jefus  Chrift."  The  oppofition  to  the  legif- 
lature  of  this  country,  is  a  determined  pre- 
^poiTeffion  of  the  idea  of  total  independence. 
fdMjiy^  On  the  third  reading,  llijs  debate  was  no  lefs 
ftrenuoufly  maintained.  Dunning  took  along 
and  critical  review  of  the  proceedings  from 
-the  beginning  of  the  feffion,    compared  the 

1)eople  of  MalTachuflfet's  Bay  to  prifoners  who 
lad  furrendered  at  difcretion,  and  denied  that 
any  proof  was  adduced,  or  even  alleged  on  the 
face  of  the  bill,  which  could  juftify  the  incul- 
pation of  treafon,  or  wa4  rant  tlje  intended  fcr 
verity.  "  If  thefc  is  treafon, "  he  faid,  "  there 
*^  are  traitors ;  let  them  be  difcovered,  and 
"  brought  to  condign  punilhment."  He  en- 
tered into  a  long  difcufiion  to  prove  the  char- 
ter of  Maffachuflct's  Bay  not  more  defefii^'e 
than  thofc  of  other  colonies,  and  deprecated 
the  meafure  before  the  lioufe,  as  tending  to 
difuuite  the  affections  of  the  American  fub- 
jeds  from  this  country;  and,  inftead  of  pro- 
moting peace,  order,  and  obedience,  to  pro- 
duce nothing  but  clamour,  difcontent)  and  ^^' 
bellion. 

The  right  of  parliament  to  tax  America  was 
ably  vindicated  by^Sjr  AVilli^m  Meredith;  and 
I^I^'.  Stanley  viewed  hifiorically  the  rile  of  Ame- 
rican 
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fiCan  government,  and  fliewed  how  thofe  er-   chaK 
roneous  opinions  of  independence  had  origi-    ^l^ 
nated,  which  how  claimed  the  coiteftion  of  go-     t??**. 
vernment. 

Mr.  Thomas  Townshen^d,  though  an  op- 
j^fition  member,  fupported  the  bill  in  an  ho- 
irourable  and  manly  fpeech.  He  declared  he 
Ihould  confider  himfelf  the  lowed  wretch  on 
earth  if  he  fufFered  party  prejudices  to  fmother 
private  opinion.  Though  averfe  to  meddle 
with  charters,  he  thought  the  inconveniences* 
arifing  from  the  town-meetings,  juftified  ai\ 
amendment.  The  juries  were  properly  altered, 
according  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country. 
•  Colonel  Barre  ftrongly  reprobated  the 
violence  in  both  houfes:  in  the  lords'the  phrafe- 
was,  JFe  havepaffed  the  Rubicon  ;  in  the  com- 
mons, Delenda  eji  Carthago.  He  defcanted  ott 
the  flourifJiing  ftatc  of  French  finan<:es,  and 
argued  that  during  our  canted  with  the  colo- 
nies it  was  impoflible  that  France  lliould  ab- 
ftain  from  interfering. 

Fox  denied  the  right  to  tax  America,  con*    ■ 
fidered  the  bill  as  one  of  pains  and  penalties, 
and  recommended  that  the  colonies  fliould  be 
governed   by    management,    rather  than    by 
force. 

Thurlow,  the  attorney-general,  declared, 
while  the  fovereignty  remained  in  this  coun- 
try, the  right  of  taxing  was  never  furren- 
(lered.  The  charter  of  Maflachuflet's  Bay  was 
a  matter  of  mere  legiflative  power ;  atid  no, 
power  was  given  to  control  the  right  of  tax- 
ation by  Great  Britain. 

Burke  deprecated  meafuFCs  af  feverity,  and 
recommended  a  repeal  of  the  tax  on  tea  as  the 
means  of  reftoring  peace  and  quietnefs ;  but  al-, 
though  the  Americans    could  not  rcfid  the 

force 
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CHAP,  force  of  Great  Britain,  a  great  black-book, 
xxii.     and  a  great  many  red-coats,  could  not  govern ; 
1774.     they  would,  make  diiiurbances  iiever  to  be 
quieted^ 

LoHp  NoiiTH  farcaftically  deprecating  a  re- 
ference to  natural  rights^  denied  that  the 
bill  deftroyed  any  civil  rights;  no  military  go-* 
vernment  was  eftabliflied;  but  the  civil  go- 
vernment was  altered.  The  meafore  was  adopt- 
ed as  tlie  bell  at  prefent;  he  did  not  fay  it 
would  fucceed,  but  hoped  for  good  confe- 
quences ;  if  Maflachuflet's  Bay  was  to  be  go* 
yerned  by  management,  no  other  meafure  ap- 
peared fo  feafible ;  and  the  return  of  the  Ameri- 
cans to  their  duty  would  re-animate  the  kind- 
nefe  of  the  mpther-country. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Sir  George  Sa-* 
vile,  the  bill  paffed.*' 
oppofition     .It  was  vehemently  oppofed  in  the  upper 
We  of     houfe,,but  the  debates  are  not  preferved/     A 
lords.        prqteft  in  feven  articles  was  figned  by  eleven 
Frott^*^*  peers,*  and  fuppofed  to  contain  all  the  argu- 
ments of  the  minority.     Many  of  its  poiitions 
^re  mere  recajwtulations  of  arguments  already 
noticed  in  the  other  houfe,  on  the  forms  of  in- 
culpation, the  right  of  defence,  and  the  facred- 
nefs  of  charters.     The  precipitation  in  paffing 
the  bill  was  cenfured,  becaufe  if  the  numerous 
land  and  marine  forces  employed,  could  not 

«  139  againft  64. 

^  The  impolicy  of  not  fufferlng  debates  to  be  publifhed  is  (Irongly 
CTident  in  this  inilance.  The  proteft  on  the  journals,  anH  an  able 
pampbiet,  by  Dr.  Shipley,  bifliop  of  St.  Afaph,  called  ,*<  a  Speech  in* 
tended  to  have  been  fpoken/'  convey  all  the  arguments  which  could 
be  urged  againft  the  meafures  of  goTernmcnt,  and  both  appear  vitb 
an  air  of  authority,  while  the  miniftry  left  their  proceedings  to  be 
(Mended  only  by  the  ordinary  means  of  the  prefsj  and  their  fucccTs 
in  the  houfe  was  convertedinto  an  argument  of  th^  impolicy  of  their 
neafures. 

s  The  diytfion  os  the  third  reading  of  the  bill,  was  92  to  so. 

maintain 
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i&aintain  order  in  the  province  till  ih^ir  char^^  CHAP. 
ter  could  be  legally  tried,  no  regulation  in  that  ^^^^2i/• 
bill,  or  in  any  other,  could  be  eifed;ual ;  ^nd  the  «774- 
mere  celerity  of  a  decifion  againft  the  charter 
would  not  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people 
to  that  form  of  government  which  Was  to  be 
eftabliflied  on  its  ruins.  The  mode  of  appoint- 
ing the  council,  and  nominating  the  judges  and 
iheriiFs,  was  obje£i)ed  to  as  means  of  tyranny, 
injuftice,  and  oppreffian*  The  lives  and  proper- 
ties of  the  fubjed  were  fubjefted  to  the  go- 
vernor and  council;  without  control ;  and  tha. 
invaluable  right  of  trial  by  jury  turned  into  a 
fnare  for  the  people,  who  had  hitherto  looked 
upon  it  as  their  main  fecurity  againft  the  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  power.  Finally,  the  bill  was  de«  ' 
dared  to  be  intended  for  the  fupport  of  an  un- 
advifed  fyflem  of  taxing  the  colonies,  in  a  man-* 
Iter  new  and  unfuitabie  to*  their  fituation  and 
coaftituUonal  circumftanoes.  The  free  grants 
of  the  American  alfemblies  would  be  far  mor« 
beneficial,  far  more  eafiiv  obtained,  lefs  oppref-^ 
five,  and  more  likely  to  be  lafting,  than  any  re^ 
venue  to  be  acquired  by  parliamentary  taxes^ 
accompanied  by  a  total  alienation  of  the  aflStc** 
tions  of.thafe  who  were  to  pay  them.  The 
contradi^ions  in  conduct  which  had  arifen 
fmce  the  repeal  of  theftamp  act,  and  the.  many 
weak,  injudicious,  and  precipitate  fieps,  ac-r 
companying  that  condu6t,  were  alleged  to 
have  kept  up  a  jealoufy  which  was  fubfiding, 
revived  dai^gerous  queftions,  and  gradually  ^ 
eftranged  the  affedions  of  the  colonies  from 
the  mother-country,  without  any  objeft  of  ad- 
vantage to  either.  To  render  the  colonies 
permanently  advantageous,  they  muft  be  fatif- 
fied  with  their  condition,  and  that  fatisfa6tion 
could  only  be  reftorcd  by  recurring^  ta  the  wife 

and 
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CHAP,  and  falatary  principles  on  which  the  (lampa^ 

xxii.     yas  repealed.. 

1774-  Whilk  this  bill  was  pending,  lord  North 
15th April,  introduced  another,  "  For  the  impartial  ad- 
^pJi-tiai  "  xniniftration  of  juftice,  in  the  cafes  of  per- 
adminif-     *'  fons  queftloned  for  any  afts  done  in  execu- 

*Ske^^^    "  ^^^"  ^^  ^^^  ^*^^^*'  ^^  ^^^  *^^^  fuppreflion  of 
^    "         "  riots  and  tumults  in  the  province  of  Mafla- 

"  chuffet's  Bay."  By  this  law  it  was  declared, 
if  any  perfon  were  indicted  in  that  province  for 
murder,  or  any  othef  capital  offence,  and  it 
iliould  appear  to  the  governor,  by  information 
on  oath,  that  the  fact  was  committed  in  the 
exercife  or  aid  of  magiftracy,  in  fuppteffing 
tumults  and  riots,  and  that  a  fair  trial  could 
not  be  had  in  the  province,  he  ihould  fend  the 
perfon  fo  indided  to  any  other  colony,  or  to 
Great  Britain,  for  trial.  The  charges  on  both 
fides  to  be  borne  out  of  the  cuiloms  in  Eng- 
land, and  thQ  ad  to  continue  in  force  four 
^  years. 

Oppofition  As  the  bill  for  regulating  the  government, 
JJ^^^****  and  that  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in 
Loufe  of  Maffachuffet's  Bay  were  before  the  houfe  at  the 
Commons,  fomc  time,  the  arguments  of  a  general  nature 
frequently  applied  to  both,  and  the  oppofition 
was  uniformly  conduced. 

On  moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  this  billy 
lord  North  exprefled  his  hope  that  it  would 
effeftually  fecure  the  province  from  future  dif- 
turbances.  He  then  detailed  the  principal  re-* 
;ulations,  and  propofed  it  as  the  laft  meafure  to 
>e  taken  by  parliament,  after  which  vigilance 
and  firmnefs  in  his  majefty's  fervants  would 
alone  be  re(|uired. 

Colonel  Barre,  M'ith  reluclance,  refifted 
p.  meafure  in .  its  infancy,  before  its  features^ 
were  well  formed,  but  blamed  himfelf  for  his 
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^vious  xnoderation.     He  fupported  the  Bof-  chap; 
ton  Port  bill,  though  in  many  refpefts  cruel,  v3viL/ 
unwarrantable,  aiicl  unjuft;  it  was  a  bad  way  of     1774* 
doing  right,  yet  right  was  its  objeft,  and  he 
would  not,  by  oppofing  it,  feem  to  countenance 
the  violence  which  had  been  committed.     But 
this  propofition  was  To  glaring;   fo  tlnprece- 
tiented  in  parliamentary  proceedings;  lo  un* 
warranted  by  any  delay,  denial,  or  perverfion 
of  juftice  in  America;  fo  big  with  mifery  and 
oppreiTion  to  that  country,  and  with  danger  to 
this,  tliat  he  was  alarmed  and  roufed  to  oppofi- 
tion.     It  wai  propofed  to  iligniatiize  a  wholej 
people  as  perrecutors  of  innocence,  and  incapa- 
ble ctf  juftice;  yet  no  fingle  fai6i  was  or  could 
be  produced  t()  ground  that  imputation :  the 
inftances  of  captain  Prefton  and  Mr.  Otis,  wer6 
decidedly  adverfe  to  the  propofition.     Our  go- 
veramcnt,  on  the  contrary,  had  been,  for  many 
years,  a  ieries  of  irritating  and  offenfive  mea- 
furps,  without  policy,  principle,  or  moderation. 
"  Have  not  your  troops  and  your  fliips,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  made  a  vain  and  infulting  parade  in 
**  their  ftreets  and  in  their  harbours  P  You  have 
**  ftudiouO V  ftimulated  difcontent  into  difaflfec^ 
^  tion,  and  you  are  now  goading  that  difafFec- 
"  tion  into  rebellion.     Can  you  expert  to  be 
*^  well  informed,  when  you  liften  only  to  parti- 
**  zahs?  Can  you  exped  to  do  juftice,  when  you 
"  will  not  hear  the  accufed?"  He  then  exaihih- 
td,  as  precedents,  the  fufpehfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a6t  in   1 745-^the  fubjefl:ing  fmugglers 
to  trial  in  Middlefex,  and  the  Scotch  rebels  in 
England,  and  proved  them  all  incoilipetent  to 
fupport  the  meafure.     Proceeding  to  invefti- 
gate  the  military  chara^r,  the  colonel  de- 
tlared  the  bill  a  prelude  to  infolence  and  out- 
rage, and  that  every  paffion  pernicious  to  fo- 
vaL.  II.  I  ciety 
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C  H  A  F.  ciety  would  be  let  loofe  upon  a  people  unaccuf- 
wp^iL/   tonietl  to  licentioufnefs  and  intempei^ance.     **  I 
*/?#•     *^  have  been  bred  a  foldier,"  he  obferved,  ''  have 
fervcd     long,    refpe6l    the    profeflion,    and 
live  in  the  ftrideft  habits  of  friendfliip  with 
aiany  officers:  but  no  country  gentleman  in 
"  the  lioufe  looks  on  the  army  with  a  more 
**  jealous  eye,  or  would  more  ilreniioufly  refift 
"  llie  fetting  tlicm  above  the  controul  of  civil 
power.     No  man  is  to  be  trufted  in  fuch  a 
(ituation.     It  is  not  the  fault  of  the  foldier, 
but  the  vice  of  human  nature,  which,  un- 
bridled by  laM',  becomes  infolent  and  licen- 
tious, wantonly  violates  the  peace  of  fociety, 
and .  tramples  upon   the  rights  of  human 
kind."     He  implored  the  houfe  not  to  pur- 
fue  meafures  tending  to  exafperate  the  Ameri- 
jcans.    "  Alienate  your  colonies,"  he  faid,  "  and 
you   will  fubvert  the  foundation  of  your 
riches  and  (Irength.     Let  the  banners  of  re- 
'^  bullion  be  once  fpread  in  America,  and  you 
are  an  undone  people.   You  are  urging  this 
defpcrate,  this  deftrudive  iffue.  You  aie  urg- 
ing it  with  fuch  violence,  and  by  meafures 
tending  lb  manifeftly  to  that  fatal  point,  that, 
(but  that  a  (late  of  madnefs  only  could  in- 
ipire  fuch  an  intention,)  it  would  appear  to 
be  your  deliberate  purpofe.   You  are  becom- 
ing tlie  4iggreffors,  and  oftering  tlie  laft  of 
"  human  outrages  to  the  people  of  America, 
by  fubjefting  them,  in  effed,  to  military  exe- 
cution.    I  know  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  your 
difciplined  troops  over  the  provincials;  but 
^"  beware  how  you  fupply  the  want  of  difci- 
pline  bjy  dcfperation.    They  may  be  flattered 
into  any  thing,  but  they  are  too  much  likc^ 
/*  yourfelves  to  be  driven.     Have  fome  indul* 
/^  ^cncc  for  ^'our  own  likeucfs;   rclped  that 
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*  fturdy  Engliih  virtue;   retraft  your  lodious  chap* 
^  exertions  of  authority,  and  remember  that    ^JJ^ 
'*  the  firft  ftep  towards  making  them  contri-     i77*-, 
"  bute  to  your  wants,  is  to  reconcile  them  to 
**  your  government." 

Wedderburn'e  explained,  and  defended 
the  principles  of  the  propofed  bill,  which  was 
only  intended,  during  a  limited  time,  to  pro- 
cure that  which  every  one  muft  defire,  a  fair 
trial  for  imputed  crime. 

On  its  introduftion,  alderman  Sawbridge,  in  xiftilprO, 
a  vehement  fpeech,  declared,  he  fhould  think 
himfelf  highly  unworthy  a  feat  in  parliament,  \ 
if  he  fuffered  fo  pernicious  a  bill  to  pafs  in  any 
fiag^  without  his  hearty  negative.  He  termed 
the  meafure  ridiculous  and  cruel,  and  denied 
that  -witnefles  againft  the  crown  could  ever  be  . 
obtained  from  America.  "  I  plainly  forefce," 
he  faid,  "  the  dangerous  confequences  of  this 
"  aft;  it  is  meant  to  enilave  the  Americans; 
''  and  the  fame  minifter  would,  if  he  had  an 
"  opportunity,  enflave  England ;  it  is  his  aim, 
*■  and  what  he  wiflies  to  do;  but  I  fincerely 
"  hope  the  Americans  will  not  admit  of  the 
"  executipn  of  thefe  deftruftive  bills,  but  nobly 
**  refufe  them;  if  they  do  not,  they  are  the 
"  moft  abjeft  flaves  that  ever  the  earth  pro- 
"  duced,  and  nothing  the  minifter  can  do  is 
"  bafe  enough  for  them.*' 

To  this  vulgar  ribaldry,  lord  North  replied 
vith  great  moderation ;  he  wilhed  to  have  the 
meafure  thoroughly  difcuffed,  and  if  bad,  re- 
jedled.  He  difclaimed  every  intention  of  enflav- 
ing  America,  and  declared  the  affertion  to  be  no; 
better  founded  in  truth  than  another,  import- 
ing, that  the  Americans  had  feen  their  error, 
and  were  willing  to  make  reparation  to  the 
Eaft-India  company.    So  far  were  tbey  from 
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CHAP,  fuch  ientiments,  that  letters  recently  receivecl 

,^J^J^    broug}it  accounts  of  renewed  ads  of  violence. 
1774-         On  the  third  reading,  the  debate  was  not 

jthMiv.    Yong  or  interefting,  and  the  bill  paffed  by  a 
great  majority". 

In  the  Ik  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  oppoiition  was 

J^J  ''^  fimilar  to  that  on  the  former  aft.  On  the  third 
reading,  the  marquis  of  Rockingham  detailed 
at  confiderable  length,  his  objeftions.  He  re- 
viewjed  the  tranfaftions,  relative  to  America^ 
from  ihe  repieal  of  the  (lamp  aft  during  his 
own  adminiilration ;  and  while  he  laboured  t0 
ihew  the  propriety  of  that  meafure,  iii^mattzed 
the  tea^duty  as  an  uncommercid.1,  unproduc* 
tivc,  pepper-corn  claim,  retained  only  for  th« 
lake  of  contfention.  He  particularly  objefted 
to  the  bill  in  quefiion,  that  if  officers  were 
men  of  fenfibility  and  honour,  their  fitnatton 
would  be  worfe  under  the  proteftion  of  fuch  a 
law  th&Xk  without  it,  as  no  acquilital  could  hi 
honourable  where  the  profecutoi-  had  not  the 
ufual  means  of  fecuring  a  fair  trial. 

proteft.  The  bill  pafled  by  a  great  majority ;'  but  a 

proteft,  iigned  by  eight  peers,  and  containing 
very  forcible  Iftatements,  was  entered  on  the 
journals. 

i8tbMay.  The  protefting  lords  faid,  that  after  the  va- 
riety of  pro  vifions  made  in  the  feffion,  for  new 
modelling  the  whole  polity  and  judicature  of 
the  province,  this  bill  was  an  humiliating  con- 
feffion  of  the  weakneft  and  inefficacy  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  parliament.  By  fuppofing  that 
it  may  be  imp'fa6iicable  to  obtain  a  fair  trial 

1 43  to  12,^  The  portAl  pnbrtca^n  of  debates  prechidee  the  po^ 
ijbiljty  of  eilunating  the  arguments  of  the  peere^  who  fupported  ad- 
namiftration.  The  principaffpeakers  on  that  fide  were  the  chaoccUoo- 
and  the  eark  of  OdDbigh,  and  Sandwidhr 
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fat  perfons  acling  under  government,  th^Houfe  pHAf. 
iras  made  virtually  to  acknowledge  the  Britiili    ^}lj 
government  univerfally  odious  to  the  province.    '  wi- 
By  fuppofing  the  cafe,  that  fuch  a  trial  may  be 
equally  impracticable  iu  every  other  provmce 
of  America;  parliament,  in  effeCi,  admits  that 
its  authority  is,  or  probably  may,  become  hate- 
fiil  to  all  the  colonies.     The  bill  was  defcribed 
as  one  of  the  many  experiments  towards  an  in- 
trodudion  of  eiTential  innovations  into  the  go- 
vernment of  the  empire;  and  the  proteft  con- 
cluded, by  declaring  it  a  virtual  indemnity 
for  murder,  and  recapitulating  the  arguments 
againfl  the  difficulty  and  hardship  of  fending 
parties  and  witneffes  fo  far  for  juftice. 

Th£  natives  of  America,  refulent  in  London,  %d  May, 
again  attempted  to  intereft  the  legiflature  by  a  ^^^^1/^ 
petition ;  but  if  the  temper  of  the  colony  had  the  Am^}, 
pot  been  expreffed  in  a  manner  fufficiently  for-  S*"*,*** 
cible,  to  juftify  the  proceedings  of  adminiilra^     "  *"• 
tion,  the  terms  in  which  this  extravagant  re- 
monftrance  was  conceived,   would  have  conr 
viaced  the  impartial,  that  the  fpirit  of  oppofi- 
tion,  and  contempt  of  government,  by  which 
the  coloniils  were  a6tuated,  required  vigorous 
repreflion,  or  that  the  claim  of  the  mothers- 
country  was  reduced  to  a  mere  verbal  preten- 
fion. 

Th  E$  E  petitioners  deprecated  tb£  two  bills, 
as  fatal  to  the  rights,  liberties,  and  peace  of 
America ;  complained  of  the  Bofton  Port  a6i,  as 
a  violation  of  the  firft  principles  of  juftice,  and 
the  law  of  the  land,  as  it  puniihed  without 
hearing  the  accufed.  After  defcanting  on  the 
violation  of  charters,  and  the  propofed  mode  of 
appointing  and  removing  judges,  they  added, 
they  perceived  a  fyftem  of  judicial  tyrahny  der 
jiberately  impo&d  on  them,  which  from  bittcf 
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fell  A  P.  expcrferice'of  its  intolerable  injuries,  had  been 
,^^^    abolifhed  in  Great  Britain.     The  bill  for  more 
I774*     impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice  was  decried 
as  an  immunity  for  murder,  of  which  the  fol- 
diery,  already  taught  by  the  incendiary  arts  of 
wicked  men,  to  regard  the  people  as  deferving 
of  every  fpecies  of  violence  and  abufe,  would 
not  hefitate  to  avail  themfelves.     The  infults 
and  injuries  of  a  lawlefs  foldiery,  they  faid,  were 
fuch  as  no  free  people  could  long  endure;  and 
they  apprehended,  in  the  confequences  of  this 
bill,  the  horrid  outrages  of  military  oppreflfion, 
followed  by  the  defolation  of  civil  commotions, 
while  the  difpenfing  power  given  to  the  go- 
vernor, advanced  as  he  already  was  above  the 
law,  and  not  liable  to  impeacnment  from  the 
people  he  might  opprefs,  muft  conftitute  him 
an  abfolute  tyrant.  -  They  boafted  of  the  loy- 
alty of  the  colony,  and  throwing  all  the  blame 
of  the  late  difturbances  on  the  governor,  boldly 
averred,  that  among  a  people  hitherto  remark- 
able for  loyalty  to  the  crown,  and  aifeftion  for 
Great  Britain,    no   hiftoiy    could  fliew,    nor 
would  human  nature  admit  of,  an  inftancc  of 
general  difcontent,  but  from  a  general  fenfe  of 
oppreffion.     They  'wijhcd  they  could  perceive 
any  difference  betveen  the  moft  abje6l  flavery 
and  an  entire  fubjeftion  to  a  legiflature,  in  tlie 
conftitution  of  which  they  had  not  a  iingle 
voice,  nor  the  lead  influence,  and  in  which 
no  one  was  prefent  on  their  behalf.     They 
ftrenuoufly  urged  the  principle  of  taxation  by 
confent  alone,  aflimilatecl  themfelves  to  Ireland, 
find  declared  the  bills  would  reduce  their  coun-* 
*  tiymen  to  the  dreadful  alternative  of  being  to^ 
tally  enllaved,  or  compelled  into  a  conteft  the 
moft  fliocking  and  unnatural,  with  a  patenter 
|t^te,  which  had  eyer  been  the  qbjefii  of  their 


yeneratioji 


r" 


GEORGE    IIL  119 

reneration  and  love.     They  concludecf  with  chaf. 
thefe  morels,    no  lefs  icmarkable  for    hypo-    ^^^^ 
crify  than  for  refohite  conlunaacy:  In  aclif-     1774. 
trels  of  mind  which  cannot  be  defcribed,  the 
petitioners  conjure  the  houfe  not  to  convert 
that  zeal    and  aflfeftion  which  have  hitherto 
united  every  American  hand  and  l^eart  in  the 
interefts  of  England,  into   paflions   tl>e  moft 

Eainful  and  pernicious;  moft  eameftly  they 
efeech  the  houfe  not  to  attempt  reducing-tbem 
to  a  ftatc  of  flavery,  which  the  Englilh  princi- 
ples of  liberty  they  inherit  from  their  mother-* 
country,  will  render  worfe  than  death;  and 
therefore  pray  that  the  houfe  will  not,  by  paf- 
fing  thefe  bills,  overwhelm  them  with  affliction, 
and  reduce  their  countrymen  to  the  moft  abjeft 
ftate  of  mifery  and  humiHation,  or  drive  them* 
to  the  laft  refources  of  defpair. 

The  notion  that  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  ijthApiit 
tea  would  tranquilize  oppofition,  and  fupprcfe  2^^**' 
every  difagreement  between  the  colonies  and  oftkedoty 
the  parent-ftate,  induced  Mr.  Rofe  Fuller,  an  ^^^     . 
old  member  of  parliament,  and,  in  general,  a 
fupporter  of  the  minifter,  to  move  for  a  com- 
mittee, intended  to  produce  that  meafure;  and 
he  introduced  his  propofition  with  great  mo- 
deration. 

He  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Pennant,  and  an 
animated  debate  enfued.  The  fupporters  of 
Mr.  Fuller's  motion  argued  chiefly  the  impor- 
tance of  retaining  the  friendfliip  of  America^ 
the  trivial  amount  of  the  tea  duty,  the  impro- 
priety of  founding  a  claim  to  real  taxation  on 
mere  imaginary,  or  virtual  reprefentation,  and 
the  hoftile  appearance  whicli  the  legiflature 
muft  affume  by  rejefting  the  motion.  Thefc 
topics  were  principally  enforced  by  captain 
Phipps,  Mr.  Stephen  Fox,  Mr.  Charles  Fox, 
Mr.  Frederick  Montague,  and  colonel  Barre. 
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pH  AP.  On'  the  other  fide,  it  was  contended  that  th«i 
^J^^  amount  of  the  tea  duty  was  not  unimportant  j 
'  IV^  the  American^  would  npt  be  fatisfied  with  ihe. 
repeal  of  the  tax,  but  their  ,views  extended  to 
an  emancipation  from  all  controul ;  this  waa 
proved  by  referring  to  the  con du (9;  ofthele- 
giflature  of  MafTachuffet's  Bay,  long  diftin- 
guiflied  for  its  rebellious  tendency,  "and  the 
combinations,  and  illegal  proceedings  of  the 
people.  It  was  alfo  argued  that  the  repeal 
would  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  w^aknefe, 
rather  than  a  cpnciliatory  tendernefs,  It  was 
even  rempnftrated  that  a  want  of  ynanimity  in 
reje6Hng  this  queftion  would  be  produftive  o^ 
dangerous  confequcnccs,  by  affording  couEt- 
tenance  to  refiftance ;  and  firmncfs  a,nd  refolu- 
tiou  were  recommended  as  the  only  means  of 
reftoring  peace.  The  f})eakers  on  this  fide  were 
Mr.  Rice,  Mr.  Cornwall,  lord  Beauchamp,  Mr. 
BuUer,  the  folicitoivgeneral,  and  lord  North. 
mkc>  Some  reflexions  in  the  debate  on  the  repeal 
fuc«c£|!'^  of  the  (lamp  acl,  produced  from  Burke  one  of^ 
^  '  the  moft  brilliant  fpecimens  of  fcnatorial  elo- 
quence, which  the  records  of  any  age  or  coun- 
i\y  can  boaft. '  He  conten<Ied,  that  from  the 
period  of  repealing  the  ftamp  aX,  the  pra£iical 
right  of  taxing  America  ought  to  have  vanifliV 
ed  from  the  minds  of  ftatefmen,  and  decriecf 
the  abfurdity  of  continuing  a  tax  merely  for. 
the  fake  of  a  preamble  to  an  a6l;  of  parliament,' 
when  five  fixths  of  the  revenue  intended  to  be 
raifed  were  abandoned.  He  read  a  letter  writ* 
ten  by  lord  Hilliborough,  whehfecretaryof  ftate 
for  America,  upon  which  he  grounded  an  in- 
ference of  an  abfolute  promife  that  taxation 
would  not  be  again  attempted.  He  faid,  thai 
tVom  the  palling  of  the  navigation  aft,  till  th6 
,      year  17C4,  trade,  and  not  taxation,  being  th? 
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pbjed  of  England,  no  attempt  had  been  tnade  oh  ah, 
to  raife  a  revenue  in  America.  The  firft  gUmt  ^^^ 
merjngs  of  the  new  colony-fyftem  dawned  un-  \j^ 
4er  Mr.  Grenville,  Burke  then  clepi6ted  in 
animated  terms,  and  with  confiderable  force 
and  difcrimination,  the  talents,  politics,  and 
ineafures  of  that  minifter,  Purfiiing  his  hiftory 
of  the  (lamp  aft,  its  repeal,  and  the  fubfequent 
proceedings,  he  delineated,  in  a  fimilar  manner, 
the  marquis  of  Rockingham,  lord  Chatham, 
and  his  motley  adminiftration,  and  Charles 
Townfhend,  under  whofe  aufpices  the  exifting 
American  revenue  a6l  was  pafled.  By  the  fub- 
fequent repeal  of  the  whole  feries  of  taxes,  ex- 
cepting that  on  tea,  the  revenue  was  nearly 
annihilated,  and  nothing  remained  worth  a 
conteft,  unlefs  it  were  the  preamble  of  the  aft 
which  declared  it  was  CTpedient  to  raife  a  rer 
tenue  in  America.  He  recommended  the  re- 
peal of  the  tax  as  a  meafure  of  policy,  and  ad- 
vifed  the  houfe,  if  they  afterwards  apprehended 
ill  effefts  from  cpnceflion,  to  flop  fliort,  decline 
reafoning,  and  oppofe  the  ancient  policy  and 
praftice  of  the  empire,  as  a  rampart  againil  in- 
novators on  both  fides,  and  thus  they  would 
ftand  on  great,  manly,  and  fure  ground.  *'  I 
f*  am  not  going,"  he  faid,  "  into  the  diftinc- 
"  tions  of  rights,  nor  attempting  to  mark  their 
**  boundaries.  I  do  not  enter  into  thofe  me- 
"  taphyiiqal  difiipAions ;  I  hate  the  very  found 
"  of  them.  I-^ave  the  Americans  as  they  an- 
f*  ciently  flood,  ai^d  thefe  diftinftions,  born  of 
'*  our  unhappy  conteft,  will. die  along  with  it. 
"  They,  and  we,  and  their  and  our  anceftors, 
**  have  been  happy  under  that  fyftem.  Let 
**  the  memory  of  all  a6iions,  in  contradiction 
"  to  that  good  old  mode^  on  both  fides,  be  ex- 
!'  tipguiihed  for  ever.      Be  content  to  bind 

"  Americit 
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CH  AP»^  '^  America  by  laws  of  trade  ;  you  have  alway* 
xxu.     *«  done  it.     Let  this  be  your  reafon  for  binding 
^^    *'  their  trade.    Do  not  burthen  them  by  taxes; 
you  were  not  tiled  to  do  fo  from  the  begin- 
Hing.     Let  this  be  your  reafon  for  not  tax- 
ing.    Thefc  are  the  arguments  of  ftates  and 
kingdoms ;  leave  the  reft  to  the  fchools ;  for 
♦'  there  only  they  may  be  difcufl'ed  with  fafe- 
''  ty."  If  this  ad  vice  were  rejefted,  he  augured, 
ZB  a  certain   confequencc,   refiftance:   if  the 
fovereignty  of  England,  and  the  freedom  of 
America  could  not  ht  reconciled,  the  Ameri- 
cans would  caft  oft'  fovereignty,  for  no  man 
would  be  argued  into  llavery. 

In  reconciling  his  prefent  opinion   to  the 
declaratory  atl,  Burke  appears  to  have  been 
cmbarrafted  ;  he  attempted  a  diftin6tion  fomcr 
%v:hat  too  fubtle  to  form  a  bafis  of  a6lion  in  go- 
vernment,    "  The  parliament  of  Great  Bri- 
"  tain,"  he  faid,  "  lits  at  the  l^ad  of  her  exr 
•^  tenfive  empire  in  two  capacities :  one  as  the 
local  legiflaturc  of  this  iiland,  providing  for 
all  things  at  home,  immediately,  and  by  no 
^  other  inftrument  than  the  executive  power. 
The  other,  and  I  think  her  nobler  capacity, 
is  what  I  call  her  imperial   character;  in 
which,  as  from  the  throne  of  heaven,  ihc 
fupcrintends  all  the  feveral  inferior  legifla- 
tures,  and   guides   and   controuls  them  aH 
"  without  annihilating  any.     As  all  thefe  pro- 
vincial legiflatures,  are  only  co-ordinate  to 
each  other,  they  ought  all  to  be  fubordinate 
to  her.     It  is  necefl'ary  to  coerce  the  negli- 
gent, to  rcftrain  the  violent,  and  to  aid  the 
weak  and  deficient,  by  the  over-ruling  plent- 
''  tude  of  her  power.     She  is  never  to  intrude 
*'  into  the  place  of  the  others,  whilft  they  are 
"  equal  to .  the  common  ends  of  their  iufiitn- 

"'  tion. 
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'  tiou,  '  But  in  order  to  enable  parliament  to  CH  api 

*  anfwer  all  thefe  ends,  of  provident  and  bene*  vj?^/ 

*  ficent  fuperintendence,  her  powers  muft  be     *77i- 

*  boundlefs.  G  entlemen  who  think  the  powers 
of  parliament  limited,  may  pleafe  themfelves 
to  talk  of  requifitions.  But  fuppofe  the  re* 
quifitions  are  not  obeyed?  What!  Shall  there 
be  no  referred  power  in  the  empire  to  fuppiy 
a  deficiency  which  may  weaken,  divide,  and 
diflipate  the  whole  ?  We  are  engaged  in  war; 
the  fecretary  of  ilate  calls  upon  the  colonies 
to  contribute;  fome, would  do  it,  I  think 
moft  would  cheerfully  furnifh  whatever  t« 
demanded  ;  one  or  two,  fuppofe,  hang  back; 
and  eafing  themfelves,  let  the  ftrefs  of  the 
draft  lie  on  the  others ;  furely  it  is  proper 
that  fome  authority  might  le^^ally  fay.  Tax 
yourfelves  for  the  common  lupply,  or  par- 
liament will  do  it  for  you.  This  backward- 
nefs,  as  I  am  told,  was  adually  the  cafe  of 
Pennfylvania  for  fome  fliort  time,  toward* 
the  beginning  of  the  laft  war,  owing  to  fome 
internal  diffentions.  But,  whether  the  faft 
were  fo  or  otherwife,  the  cafe  is  equally  to 
be  provided  for  by  a  competent  fovereigi^ 
power.  But,  then  this  ought  to  be  no  or- 
dinary power ;  not  ever  uled  in  the  firft  in* 
ftance.  This  is  what  1  meant,  when  I  have 
faid  at  various  times,  that  I  confider  the 
power  of  taxing  in  parliament  as  an  inftru- 
ment  of  empire,  and  not  as  a  means  of  fiip- 
ply."      He  recommended  lenity,   and  that 

policy,  not  rancour,  (hould  be  the  rule  of  con- 
duft.  "  Let  us  aft,"  he  faid,  "  like  men,  let 
"  us  aft  like  ftatefmen ;  let  us  hold  fome  fort  of 
''  confiftent  conduft.  It  is  agreed,  that  a  re>- 
"  venue  is  not  to  be  had  in  America.  If  Ave 
"  loj^  the  profit,  Id  us  get  rid  of  the  odium." 
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pHAP*       Bt  this  fpeecK  which  was  afterw&rds  puln 
^y^}^    liflied,  the  orator  acquired  great  applaule,  and 
'  m^     his  party  an  important  benefit,     Thq  fyftem 
recommended  was  fpecious,  and  calculated  to 
captivate  by  a  mixture  of  moderation  and  ren 
folution ;  it  unfolded  many  wife  principles  of 
policy,  while  every  gratification  was  ailbrded 
to  the  fancy,   by  playful  and  elegant  fallie^ 
of  imagination,  exprefled  in  the  happieil  lan- 
guage,   and   illuftrated  by  images  irrefiftably 
pleafant;  but  the  advice  it  contained  was  in- 
gdmiffible:  the  time,  the  un repented  aggreflion 
pf  the  Americans,  the  acknowledged  necelVity 
pf  puniihment,  an4  the  propriety  of  reftraining 
the  exertions  of  difloyalty,  forbad  the  adoption 
of  a  fyftem  which,  inilead  of  difcpuraging,  ap- 
peared to  proffer  a  premium  for  oppofition  to 
the  fupremacy  of  Great  Britain. 
Motion  Kr      The  motion   was  rejected,*"   and  Mr.  Rofe 
jefttti^       Fuller,    afterwards,    in    oppofing  the  bill  for 
jegulating  the  government  of  Maflachufiet's 
Bay,    faid,    "  1   will  now  take  my  leave  of 
*^  the  whole  plan.     You  will  commence  your 
ruin  from  this  day.      I  am  forrV  to  fay, 
that  not   only  the  houfe    has   fallen  into 
this  error,    but  the   people  approve  of  the 
meafure.     The  people  are  mi  fled  ;  but  a  Ihort 
time  will  prove  the  evil  tendency  of  thjsbill, 
If  ever  there  was  a  nation  running  hea^llqug 
"  to  ruin,  it  is  this.'* 
ftrtiiMay.       1"^  ranks  of  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of 
LordChau  lor<ls  M'cre  reinforced  by  lord  Chatham,   who, 
ibecch  on    ^^^^^  entirely  abfeuting  himfelf  from  parlia- 
Amoicjii    mentary  attendance  during  the  two  laft  felfions, 
affairs.       made  his  appearance  on  the  third  reading  of  a! 

hill   for  quartering  troops  in    America,  and 
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ftated,  at  large,  his  opinions  on  the  proceedings  chaf» 
relative  to  that  country.  >,S5w^ 

He  began  by  obferving,  that  a  tranfient  view  t^/^* 
of  the  motives  which  induced  the  anceftorsof  - 
the  Americans  to  quit  their  native  land,  and 
encounter  the  difficulties  of  unexplored  re-» 
gions  in  the  weftern  world,  would  remove  all 
impreflions  of  aftonifhment  at  the  condu6i  at* 
their  defcendants.  There  was  no  comer  of 
the  globe  into  which  men  of  their  fre«  and  en- 
terprizing  fpirit  would  not  fiy  with  alacrity, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  flavifh  and  tyranni- 
cal principles,  which  prevailed  at  that  period 
in  their  native  country ;  and  ifaall  we  wondet 
if  the  progeny  of  fuch  illuiirious  charadera 
fpum,  with  contempt,  the  hand  of  unconftitu* 
tional  power;  that  would  fnatch  from  them 
fuch  deat  bought  privileges  as  they  now  con- 
tend for?  Had  the  colonies  been  planted  by  any 
other  kingdom  than  our  own,  the  inhabitants 
would  have  carried  with  them  the  chains  of 
flavery,  and  fpirit  of  defpotifm ;  but  as  they  are^ 
they  ought  to  be  remembered  as  great  infiancea 
to  inftrud);  tl)e  world,  what  exertions  mankind 
wiH  naturally  make  when  left  to  the  free  exer* 
cife  of  their  own  powers*  He  blanked,  in  un- 
qaaliiied  terms,  the  condoft  of  the  Americans 
in  fome  inilances,  parbioulariy  the. riots  in  Bof- 
ton ;  but  the  meaiures  purfued  to  bring  them 
to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  were  aitonifliing  from 
their  diasnetrical  oppofition  to  the  fundament^d 
I«inciples  of  found  policy.  In  proof  of  the 
gratitude  of  the  Americans  for  the  repeal  of 
the  ilamp  aft,  and  their  $ncere  loyalty  at  that 
period,  lord  Chatham  read  an  extrad  of  a  let* 
ter  from  governor  Bernard,  and  he  inferred, 
that  the  fame;  temper  woald  have  continued 
but  for  the  fraitlels  endeavours^  fubfequently 

made^ 
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CHAF.  Wade,  to  tax  them  without  their  confent  Frortk 
^^i^  the  complexion  of  the  proceedings,  he  thought 
»774p^  adminiftration  had  purpofely  irritated  thera 
into  thofe  violent  a6b,  for  which  they  fo  fevere- 
ly  fmarted,  purpofely  to  be  revenged  for  the  vic- 
tory they  gained  by  the  repeal  of  tlie  fiamp  ad  ;• 
ft  meafure  in  which  the  mmiftry  feemingly  ac- 
^^iefced,  but,  at  the  bottom,  were  its  real  ene- 
mies- What  could  induce  them  to  drefs  tax^ 
ation,  that  father  of  American  fedition,  in  the 
robes  of  an  Eaft  India  dircftor,  but  to  break  in 
upon  the  peace  and  harmony,  fo  happily  fub* 
fitting?  lie  advifed  the  adoption  pf  a  more 
lenient  plan  in  the  government  of  America^ 
as  the  day  was  not  far  diftant  when  America 
might  vie  with  thefe  kingdoms,  not  only  in 
arms,  but  in  arts.  The  principal  towns  in 
America  were  learned  aiid  polite,  underftood 
tlie  conftitution  of  the  empire,  and  confequent- 
ly  would  have  a  watchml  eye  over  their  liber- 
ties^ to  pievent  encroachment  on  their  here- 
ditary rights.  In  fupport  of  this  opinion,  be 
read  an  extra^  from  the  pamphlet  of  an  Ame- 
rican author,  denying  Uie  rignt  of  the  mother- 
country  to  tax  the  colonies.  Afiirming  this  to 
fee  his  own  opinion,  which  he  would  carry  with 
^  him  to  the  -grave,  he  recommended  the  fubfti- 
tution' of  kindnefs  for  rigour.  "  Inflead  of 
*'  adding  to  their  miferies,"  he  faid,  "  adopt 
*'  fiame  lenient  meafures,  which  may  lure  them 
^  to  their  duty ;  ad  like  an  affectionate  parent 
"  towards  a  beloved  child;  and,  inflead  of 
"  thofe  harfh  and  fevere  proceedings,  pafe  an 
"  amnefty  on  all  their  youthful  errors ;  clafp 
"  them  once  more  in  your  arms,  and,  I  will 
"  vent»ire  to  affirm,  you  will  find  them  chil- 
*'  dren  worthy  of  their  fire.  But  fhould  their 
''  turbulence  exift  after  proffered  terms  of  for- 

"  givenefs, 
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**  givenrfs,  I  will  be  among  tlie  foremoftto  CHAff. 

"  promoXcfuchineafures  as  willefteftualiy  pre-     loaL 

"  vent  a  future  relapfe,  and  make  them  feel     1774*  ' 

"  what  it  is  to  provoke  a  fond  and  forgiving 

'*  parent !    A  parent,  whofe  welfare  has  ever 

*  been   my  greateft  and   nioft  pleafing  con- 

"  folation.      This  declaration  may  feem  un- 

"  neceiiary ;  but  I  will  ventiue  to  declare,  the 

"  period  is  not  fardiftant,  when  ihe  will  want 

"  the  afliftauce  of  heV  moft  diftant  friends :  but 

"  Ihould  the  all-difi>oling  hand  of  Providence 

"  prev^ent  me  from  affording  her  my  poor  aflift* 

"  ance,  my  prayers  fliall  be  ever  for  her  wel- 

'*  fare —  Length  of  days  be  in  her  right  band, 

"  and  in  hen  left  riches  and  honour;  may  her 

^  ways  be  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her 

"  patlis  be  peace!" 

One  more  law  relative  to  America,  was  in-  Bill  for tkc 
troduced  during  this  feflion,  and  occalioned  ^^^^^ 
fiienuous  debates.  Since  the  ceiEon  of  Car  Canada. 
nada,  that  extenfive  fovereignty  .liad  been  go- 
verned entirely  by  royal  proclamations;  no 
parliamentary  fyftem  was  eftablifhed ;  the  cuf- 
toms  of  the  land  were  not  fan^^lioned  by  ex* 
plicit  confent,  or  meliorated  by  a  more  perfect 
form  of  jurifprudence.  Yet  the  fubjeft  had 
mk  lain  dormant ;  the  government  ot  Canada 
was  often  deliberated  in  council ;  but  thedif&>- 
eulty  and  dangen^of  deciding  on.abflra^  prin'* 
ciples  of  government,  and  the  inftability  of  ad«* 
^nillraitioQS,  liad  hitherto  prevented  an  effec- 
tual progrefs.  At  length,  in  177 1>  the  king, 
by  an  order  in  council,  dire6led  the  reports 
and  papers  relative  to  the  laws  and  courts  of 
judicature,  and  the  defeats  in  the  mode  of  go- 
vernment of  Quebec,  to  be.  referred  to  the  ad- 
vocate, attorney,  and  folicitor-general,  to  pre- 
pajDe  a  geaeral  plan  of  civil  and  criminal  law ; 

and 
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CHAR  and  they  were  fubfequcntly  dire^led'  to  ihaldf 
,J^^  feparate  imports  to  the  kihg  in  council.  Everjf 
*7^v  fpecies  of  mformalion  was  reforted  to,  and  dili- 
gently compared,  and  applied  in  the  formation 
of  tliefe  reports^  on  the  bafis  of  ^hich  a  bill  waft 
framed,  "  For  making  more  effedual  prpvifioii 
"  for  the  government  of  Ihat  province." 

I T  paiTed,  without  material  oppofition,  through 
the  Tipper  iioufe,  where  it  was  firft  introduced; 
but  hi  thehoufe  of  commons  tht  refiftatice  was 
snore  ftrenuous  than  had  been  made  to  any 
meafure  during  the  whole  feflioii. 
View  of         The  firft  objefct  of  the  bill  was  to  define  the 
^Jsiii,      boundaries  of  Canada^  which  were  enlarged  to 
^tMvmd    an  unexpe6ied  extent,  including  all  the  latid& 
tended,    jn  America  not  fubje6l  to  any  previous  grants 
or  comprized  in  any  charier.     The  limits  thuS 
extended,  ftretched  from  Chaleue  bay,  alojig 
the  fouthcrn  coaft  of  St.  LawTence,  almoft  to 
Crown  Point;  they  were  alfo  carried  over  Uie 
^hole  interior  country,  which  lay  behind  the 
New  England  provinces,  togctlier  with  thofe  c€ 
New  York  and  Pennfvlvania,  to  the  borders  of 
Ohio.   The  boundary  line  then  proceeded  weft- 
w^ard,  through  ten  degrees  of  longitude,  to  the 
caftem  banks  of  the  Mifiiflippi,  whence  it  ex* 
♦ended  northward,  to  the  foutbern  boundary  of 
the  lands  gi-anted  to  the  Hudfon's  Bay  coift=- 
|iatiy,  being  from  about  the  fortieth  to  the  jSfr 
lielh  degree  of  laititude. 

Th  e  government  of  this  domain,  which  ap* 
{>eared  from  evklence  to  be  inhabited  by  about 
three  hundred  and  fixty  Englifli,  and  a  huB-^ 
AvcA  aiKl  fifty  thou&nd  French  fettlers^  iva5 
modelled  with  ftrift  attention,  to  the  habits^ 
prejudices,  manners,  and  con^ienience  of  the 
people.*  Abfira6):  theory,  as  well  as  national 
^  predikdioi^ 
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1>rediIeAio]i,  would  have  pointed  out  tlic  Eng-  ctaAF. 
ilh  conftitution,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  as  ^^^ 
the  beft  model  for  the  government  of  Canada:  «774-  ' 
But  no  wife  ftatefman ;  no 'conqueror,  unlcfs  a 
mere  predatory  tyrant,  would  attempt  the  rafli 
experiment  of  forcing  on  a  whole  people,  a 
fcheme  of  government,  formed  at  a  diftance  frofti 
their  abode,  and  arranged  without  a  pretence  of 
confulting  their  wants,  their  grievances,  their 
means  of  information,  or  their  views  of  happi- 
nefs.  The  fyftem  of  mutual  reprefentation,  mu- 
tual reliance,  and  mutual  refponfibility,  which 
forms  the  bafis  of  the  Britifli  conftitution,  and 
is  admirably  adapted  to  the  genius,  the  man- 
ners, and  the  commercial  and  political  rela- 
tions of  the  nation,  would,  if  applied  to  a  peo- 
ple living  widely  fcatlered  in  a  thinly  inha- 
bited country,  and  educated  in  habitual  predi- 
U6Hon  for  another  mode  of  jgoverriment,  have 
Wen  -a  curfe  inftead  of  a  benefit,  a  badge  of 
flavery  inftead  of  a  buckler  of  defence.  Yet  there 
■  were-vpoints  of  eflential  importance  in  the  Bri-' 
tifli  conftitution,  which  a  due  regard  to  the  real 
happinefi  of  the  governed,  would  not  juftify 
the  governors  in  omitting. 

The  Canada  or  Quebec  bill,  therefore,  grant- 
tA  the  fiiee  exercife  of  the  religion  of  the  church 
of  Rome,  fubjeft  to  the  king's  fupremacy,  a-nd 
the  clergy  were  permitted  to  enjoy  their  nrp- 
perty,  and  receive  the  accuftomed  dues  trom 
perfons  profeffingtbat  perfuafibn;  with  a  pro-- 
vifo,  that  the  king  ihould  not  be  difabled  from 
making  fuch  proviiion  as  he  fhould  think  fit 
for  the  proteftant  clergy. 

All  property  was  to  be  held,  and  all  coirtro- 
Verfies  relative  to  it  among  Canadians,  ^ere 
jto  be  decided,  by  the  exifting  laws  of  Canada, 
tnd  without  the  intervention  q£  a  jury :  a  pro- 

voL.  II,  K  vifo 


^ISO  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  vifo  was  made  for  freeing  eftatesfrom  feudal 
^IL/  entails,  iind  excepting  from  the  rule,  all  lands 
«774»     granted  by  the  king. 

Tu£  criminal  law  of  England  was  inftituted, 
with  trial  by  jury. 

A  LEGISLATIVE  body  was  conditnted,  con- 
fiding of  perfons  refident  in  the  province,  in 
number  not  lefs  than  feventeen,  nor  more  than 
twenty-three,  who  were  to  be  appointed  by  his 
majefty  in  council.  They  were  to  make  ordi- 
nances for  tlie  government  of  the  province,  but 
not  to  impofe  taxes ;  and  their  edids  were  to  be 
confidered  as  abfolutely  repealed,  if  difapproved 
by  the  king  in  council.  The  legiflature  was 
alfo  redrained  from  enabling  fevere  penalties  for 
religious  offences,  and  from  meeting  at  undue 
feafons  of  tlie  year,  and  without  fuflicient  no- 
tices. 

Finally,  the  king  was  empowered  to  ereft 
any  courts,  criminal,  -civil,  or  ecclefiafticaly  by 
letters  patent  under  the  great  feal. 
sSth  Miy       The  chief  general  objections  to  the  bill  were 
to  ijdi      derived  from  its  tendency  to  edabliih  a  def- 
op^a-      potic  government,  contrary  to  the  royal  pro- 
tioD.         clamation  in  1763,  and  the  indecency  of  urg- 
ing a  faufinefs  of  fo  much  importai\ce,  at  a  late 
Eeriod  of  the  feflion,  when  many  of  the  meni- 
ers  had  retired  into  the  country. 
The  feveral  clayfcs  were  oppofed  on  their  re- 
fpective  merits.     Tliat  which  fixed  the  limits  of 
the  province  was  cenfured  on  two  grounds, 
fird,  if  in  any  future  war,  Canada  diou  Id  be  re- 
ftored  to  the  French,  they  would,  by  the  expli- 
cit avotval  of  the  Britiih  parliament,  poflefs  an 
undoubted  claim  to  a  territory,  more  ample 
than  they  had  ceded  at  the  lad  peace;  fecond- 
ly,  if  M'c  were  to  retain  the  province,  the  enor- 
mous addition  operated  as  a  grievance  on  the 

inhabitanta 
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Inhabitants  of  the  planted  and  chartered  colo*   chap. 
Hies.    If,   in  order  to  live  on  M^hat  they  had   JL^^. 
ever  efteemed  their  dired  property,  they  crofled     i??^- 
an  imaginary  line,  they  found  themfelves  fud* 
denly  deprived  of  all  their  own  chatters,  and 
all  the  common  privileges  of  Engliflimeri,  and 
fabjefted  to  an  arbitrary  fyftem  of  French  go- 
vernment: this  was  decried  as  a  Violent,  cruel, 
and  odious  meafure,  which  tote  up  juftice  and 
all  its  principles  by  the  root. 

The  argument  relative  to  the  teftoration  of  AnAMv 
the  colony  to  the  French,  was  anfwered  by 
Thurlow,  who  faid,  the  limits  arid  importance 
of  ceffions  were  never  dependent  dn  legiflativ« 
arrangements,  but  on  the  length  df  the  fword  i 
fuccefs  in  war  would  give  fuccefs  iii  peace,  and 
not  imaginary  lines  dtawn  by  a  ftate  fof  its  cd-* 
lonies:  nor  had  the  limits  now  defcribed  any 
reference  to  old  Canada i  it  was  not  a  reftora^ 
tion  of  the  limits  once  contended  for  by  France, 
but  a  new  fcheitle,  including  countries  for 
which  France  had  never  contended. 

With  refpe6l  to  the  injury  to  be  fuftained 
by  the  inhabitants  of  chartered  colonics,  it  was 
obferved,  that  they  muft  voluntarily  place 
themfelves  in  a  fituation  to  receive  it;  and  it 
Vould  be  extremely  imprudent,  in  favour  of 
fuch  a  fuppofition,  to  leave  without  govern- 
ment all  the  chain  of  pods  already  eftablilhed 
through  the  whole  country  included  in  the 
bill,  and  not  protefted  by  any  law,  or  defended 
by  any  charter. 

The  Penn  family  petitioned  againft  this  part  Pctjttonrf 
of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  deprived  tnem  J.'»«P««" 
of  part  of  their  legal  eftate.     The  minifter  ad-   ^   * 
niitted  the  validity  of  the  petition,  and  faid, 
it  never  was  the  intention  of  the  meafure  to  at* 
feft  the  juft  rights  of  the  proprietors  or  of  the 
colonies. 

K  2  Tus 
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'CHAP.       The  claufe,  allowing  the  excrcife  of  the  ca- 

s^I^   tholic  religion,  was  riot  much  opp';fccl  in  the 

1774-;     houfe.     Some  diftinrlions  were  made  between 

onTbcfX  toleration  and  eftibliflmient,  but  nothing  of 

lea  of  re-  importance  was  urged,  nor  any  amendment  at- 

ligioD.       tempted,  except  in  the  form  of  one  of  the  pre- 

Petition      fcribed  oatlis.     An  effort  was,  howexer,  madef 

^^     to  excite  popular  prejudice  on  the  fubjeft,  and 

the  corporation  of  London,  in  their  petition 

.    againft  the  bill,  did  not  forget  to  remind  the 

.king,  that  the  Romifli  teKgion  was  idolatrous 

and  bloody,  and  that  his  illuftrious  family  y^zs 

called  to  the,  throne,  in  confcquence  of  the  ex- 

clufion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  ancient  branch 

(Of  the  Stuart  line,  under  ^n  exprefs  flipulation 

to  profefs  and  maintain  the  Proteftant  faith. 

Oppofj.  The  continuance  of  the  French  law,  difpenf-* 

fubl^of^  .^*^&  J"^^^^    without  a  jury  in  civil  cafes,  while 

law.  the  Engliih  code  was  granted  in  criminal  mat- 

.ters,  occafioned  numerous  and  violent  debates. 

The  oppofition  infifted,  that  by  this  diftinftion, 

<i,  complete  defpotifm  was  eftablilhed ;  the  king, 

,by  mixing  his  Enghih  with  French  fubjefts,  and 

involving  both  m  the  fame  law,  obtained  ove? 

*both  all  the  powers  of  a  French  king:  he  might 

.even,  if  he  pleafed,   imprifon  by  Lettres   de 

Cachet.     The  privation  of  the  trial  by  juiy,  in 

all  cafes,  and  of  the  Habeas  Corpus,  was  repYe* 

Tented  as  an  intolerable  hardfliip. 

Petition  of      The  merchants  of  London  trading  fo  Ca- 

theCanaJa  nada,  petitioned  againft  this  part  of  the  bill,  aa 

.iiiiS)nd^n.  tending  to  render  their  property  lefs  fecurej  and 

I  were  heard  by  counfel.     Two  merchants  weref 

Evidence,    produced  as  witnefTes,'.  who  ftated,  that  the? 

people  of  Canada  were  highly  pleafed  with  the 

trial  by  ^jiiry  in  civil  caufes;  and  that  a  difcon- 

tiuuancc  of  it  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to 

'  Edward  Watts^  and  Samuel  Morln* 

the 
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ibe  colony.  On  the  other  hand  five  M'itnefles  ch  ap» 
were  examined^  feme  of  M'hom  had  been  long  .^^^^ 
refident,  and  filled  important  llations  in  the  1774-. ' 
colony;*  from  their  information  it  generally 
refulted,  that  the  Canadians,  though  highly 
pleafed  with  the  Britifh  form  of  criminal  jurif- 
prudence,  ha<l  an  infurmountable  difgull  to 
lubmit  civil  caufes  to  the  decifion  of  a  jury. 
The  enormous  expence  of  that  mode  of  trial 
in  a  country  thinly  inhabited ;  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  the  attendance  of  jurors,  and  tl>c 
amount  of  their  travelling  charges  and  main- 
tenance, were  fuccefsfully  urged  as  reafons 
againft  the  eftabliihment  An  attempt  was 
made  during  the  progrefs  of  the  bill  to  obtain 
a  right  for  either  party  to  demand  a  trial  by 
jury,  but  without  efteft.  The  general  argu- 
ments relative  to  tyranny,  and  the  want  of  thje 
Habeas  Corpus,  were  not  to  be  decided  on  mere  - . 
fuppofitions;  time  would  difcover,  ajul  the  le- 
giflature  of  the  colony  would  announce/ whe- 
2ier  the  king  did  in  fa6l  imprifon  his  fubjeds 
by  Lettres  de  Cachet,  and  whether  they  felt 
any  real  grievance  from  the  non-introdudion 
of  a  new  writ,  incompatible  with  the  forms, 
and  not  underftood  in  tlie  texture  of  that  law 
by  which  they  preferred  to  be  g-ovemed.  It 
ivas  alfo  fuccefsfully  urged,  that  if  tyranny 
were  the  aim  of  the  bill,  the  means  taken  to 
efiabUih  it  were  fi^igular  and  unapt ;  a  govern- 
ment bylaw  was  fubllituted  for  one  purely 
optional,  and  the  king's  power  of  ruling,  hy. 

9    They  were  general   Carleton,     governor  of  Canjida}   Mr.    ' 
Ma&re?,    ciu'fitor  biM'on   of   the  exchequer,    late  attorney-general 
•of  the  province,  and  agent  to  the  Englifti  inhabitants  ;  Mr.  HeVi 
chief  juftice  of  the  province j   M*  Lotbinitrre,   a  French  gentle-  .^^ 

o»n  of  confiderahle  property,  and  Dr.  Marriott,  the  king's*  ad- 
vocate-general. 

K  3  proclamation 
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CRAP,  proclamation  vas  aboli/hed  hy  a6t  of  parlia' 

1%^^  mcnt. 
1774-  Many  objeftions  were  made  againft  veiling 
the  legiflative  power  in  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil alone,  without  an  alTembly,  as  in  other  co- 
lonies. But  the  extreme  abfurdity  of  a  pre% 
tended  eleftion,  the  rights  of  which  (liould  re-» 
fide  in  three  hundred  and  flxty  perfons,  while 
the  number  governed  was  upwards  of  a  hun- 
dred and  fiity  thoufand,  was  an  irrefragable 
argument  againft  the  propofition  for  eftablifh- 
ing  a  reprefentative  fenate.  It  was  aMb  proved 
in  evidence,  that  the  Canadians  were  not  de- 
iirous  of  being  reprcfented  in  any  aflcmbly, 
and  from  the  afped  of  the  times,  policy  dic- 
tated that  they  flipuld,  as  little  as  poffible,  be 
placed  in  the  fame  fituation  with  the  other 
provinces  of  Atperica. 

DAitct  i«      As  ferial  alterations  were  niiade  in  the  bill^ 

ujciords,  -^  became  neceflary  to  return  it  to  the  upper 
houfe.  Although  in  a  lefs  exceptionable  form 
it  had  paft  almoft  without  oppofition,  yet  its 

t7Ui  June,  principles  were  now  ftrenuoufly  refifted.  Lord 
.  Chatham,  on  the  third  reading,  recapitulated 
dll  the  objeftions  ufed  in  the  hoqfc  of  com- 
mons^ and  caljed  it  the  child  of  inordinate 
power.  He  invoked  the  bench  of  bifhops  to 
refill  a  law  by  which  the  Roman  Catholic  re- 
ligion would  become  the  cftablifliment  of  a  vaft 
continent,  and  infifted  that  parliament  had  no 
more  right  to  alter  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  than 
to  repeal  the  Great  Charter,  or  the  Bill  of 
Riebts.  Lord  Dartmouth  and  lord  Lyttleton 
derended  the  bill,  but  with  no  new  argui 
ment/ 

*»^.-.  Th£  corporation'  of  London  ineffeftually  pC" 

tb  kuic* 

*  'It  was  carried  a6  to  7. 

titioned 
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titioned  the  kin?  to  refufe  his  iandion  to  the  chap. 
bill.  •  J«J^, 

During  this  lons^  and  aftive  feffion,  many     ^774* 
other  objefts  of  public  ilnportance  were  agi-  ^pYritf.* 
tated  in  parliament.     The  houfc  of  lords,  by  mem. 
reverfing  a  decree  of  the  court  of  Chancery, 
eftablifhed  the  principle  that  bookfellers  have 
not  a  perpetual  right  in  the  copies  of  works, 
which  they  poffefs  by  aflignment  from  their 
authors.      Several  beneficial  regulations  were 
made  in  the  gold  coin,  purfuant  to  the  fug- 
geftion  in  the  king's  fpeech.     A  committee  was 
appointed  to  confider  and  report  on  the  ftate 
of  the  linen  and  woollen  trades,  and  an  act 
pafled  for  the  relief  of  infolvent  debtors,  and 
prifoners  incapable  of  paying  their  fees. 

Is  terminating  the  fellion  the  king  applaud-  "<*• , 
ed  the  Quebec  aft,  as  founded  on  the  cleareft  fp^fh'on 
principles  of  humanity  and  juftice,    and  cal-  concluding 
ciliated  to  produce  the  heft  eff«6ts  in  quieting  ^^^^'^'^''' 
the  minds  and  promoting  the  happinefs  of  the 
Canadians.     He  lamented  the  dangerous  fpirit 
of  refiftancc  difplayed  by  the  people  of  MalFa- 
chullet's  Bay,  but  approved  the  meafures  adopt- 
ed by  parliament  to  reftrain  them.     He  faid, 
"  The  temper  and  firmiiefs  with  which  you 
"  hive  conducted  yourfelves  in  this  important 
**  bufinefs,  and  the  general  concurrence  with 
"  which    the  refolution    of  maintaining   the 
"  authority  of  the  laws  in  every  part  of  my 
^  dominions  hath  been  adopted  and  fupported, 
"  cannot  foil  of  giving  the  greateft  weight  to 
^  the  meafurcs  which  have  been  the  reliilt  of 
**  your  deliberations.      Nothing  that  depends 
**  OQ  me  fliall  be  wanting  to  render  them  etfec- 

tual.     It  is  my  moft  anxious  deli  re  to  fe6  my 

deluded  fubjech,  in  that  part  of  the  world, 

K  4  "  returning 
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returnicg  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  acquicfc- 
ing  in  that  juft  fubordination  to  the  authof 
rity,  and  maintaining  that  due  regard  to  the 
commercial  hiterefe  of  this  country,  which 
muft  ever  be  infeparably  conne6led  with 
their  own  real  profperity  and  advantage," 
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CHAPTER  TjlE  TWENTy-TUIRD: 

1774. 

Proceedings  in  Maffachujfefs  Bay.  —  Arrival 
and  ejfect  of  the  Bojion  port  act. — The 
caufe  of  Bojion  efpoufed  in  fever al  colonies. 
—The  ajfemblif  of  Maffachijfefs  Bay  re- 
moved  to  Salem.  —  Their  addrefs  to  the  go- 
urnor. — Members  appoifited  to  a  genei^al 
congrefs.  —  Recommendations  to  the  people. 
-^Dijfolution  of  the  a/fembly.  — Town^meet* 
ing  at  Bojioyi.  —  Addrefs  of  the  merchants 
and  freeholders  of  Salan  to  the  governor.  — - 

•  Holemn  league  and  covenant. — Efforts  at 
conciliation. — Drafts  of  the  other  bills  ar- 
rive  ^'^  their  effect.  —  Arrival  of  tf^oops.--^ 
Alarm  on  placing  guard  at  Bojion  Neck.  — 
New  council  formed. — Juries  and  law  off - 
cers  refufe  to  act. --^Militia  difarmed  and 
jlores  feized.  —  Public  refentment. — Bojion 
Neck  fortified.  — Outrages  of  the  people.  — 
they  arm.  — Suffolk  meeting--^ their  refolves 
and  remonjl ranee. -^Gage^s  anfver.-^The 
affembly  meet  in  defiance  of  the  governor.  — 
Refidve  themfelves  into  a  provincial  congrefs. 
— Their  rernonji ranee.  —  Gage^s  anjwer  — 
and  proclamation.  — Sitting  of  the  general 
i'ongrefi  at  Philadelphia.  —  Formation.'^ 
Mode  of  voting.  — Secrecy  in  debate. '^De^ 
tached proceedings.  —  Declaration  of  rights. 
— Affociation. — Addrefs  to  the  people  of 
Great  Britain.-^ To  the  colonies. -^To  the 
people  of  Quebec.'-^ Petition  to  the  kmg.  — 
Injlructions  to  their  agents.  —  Diffolution. 
• — Obfervations  on  their  proceedings.  '^Ef-* 

Jects 
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ftcU  of  the  congrefs.  —  Royal  proclamation. 
'^Infurrection  at  Rhode  Ijlandy  and  in  New 
Hampjhire.  . 

CHAP.  T>  EFORE  intelligence  of  the  parliamentary  pro- 
^ni^  ceedings  could  be  received,  the  people  of 

>774-     MaCachuifct's  Bay  manifefted  a  difpofition  to 
eiou»"|iro-  cxafperate    the    mother-country  bv  repeated 
ceedmgiin  outrages.    Tea  fliips  Avhich  arrivea  after  the 
ftt'fBay.^'  deftrudion  of  the  firft  cargoes,  Mere  treated 
in  a  fimilar  manner ;  a  poft-office  was  projefted 
to  rival  the  goveniment  eftablifliment;    and 
the  aH'cmbly,  before  their  djflblution,  found  a 
new  fubjett  of  conteft  with  the  governor,  by 
refolving   to  continue   Franklin  their  agent, 
while  iTutchinfon  refufed  to  ratify   the  ap- 
pointment, or  fandiou  the  law  for  paying  hi& 
falary. 
Genen)         Abiong    Other    miniftcrial   arrangements, 
Gagcap.    was  the  rcmoval  of  liutchinfon;  he  was  fuc- 
¥ern©n^**  ccedcd  by  general  Gage,  who  was  married  to 
an  American,  had  long  commanded  the  troops 
in  the  province  of  Mairachnfiets,  and  was  re- 
isthMay.  fpeftcd  for  his  prudence  and  urbanity.     The 
aufpiccs,  under  which  he  commenced  his  office, 
were  in  the  higheft  degree  difcouragiiig,  for 
feme  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton,  attempting 
the    cuftomary  civility   of    a  complimentary 
meflage  to  the  ex-governor,  their  proceeding 
was  protefted  againft  by  man}^  of  the  citizens, 
and  the  populace  ex.])re(fed  their  hatred  and 
contempt  by  hanging  him  in  effigy.     (leneral 
Gage  was,  however,  received  with  the  acc^f- 
tomed  honours ;  the  council,  magiftrates,  clergy, 
military^  and  town  officers  rerpeCiively  p^'iyiug 
the  ufual  homage. 
An ivai  The  Bofton  port  act  was  already  arrived^ 

oflhf^f-  ^^^  received  Vith  a  mixed  fcnfalion  of  indig- 
tnn  |ort  nation 
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nation  and  terror.    The  feverity  of  its  enaft-  c  H  AP 
ments,*  and  the  impoffibility  of  evafion,  ap-   xxiiL* 
palled  the  faftious,  and  the  uncertainty  whe-     1774. 
ther  the  other  colonies  would  jom  in  the  caufe, 
or  take  advantage  of  their  fituation,  produced 
the  utraoft  anxiety  and  conftemation.    The  re-  u*h  May. 
folves  of  a  meeting,  held  to  take  the  aft  into  ^liSng. 
confideration,  no  longer  breathed  the  haughty 
and  impetuous  tone  of  former  days,  but  indi- 
cated fear^  hefitation,  and  irrefolution.     They 
declared,  if  the  other  colonics  would  decline  all 
commercial    intercourie  with    Great   Britain 
and  the  Weft  Indies  till  the  repeal  of  the  ob- 
noxious aft,  their  refolution  Avould  prove  the 
felvation  of  North  America  and  her  liberties ; 
but  otherwife,  fraud,  power,  and  the  moft  odi- 
ous oppreflion,    would   rife   triumphant   over 
"ffh^  juftice,  focial  happinefs,  and  freedom. 
The  impolicy,  injuftice,  inhumanity,  and  cruel- 
ty of  the  law,  exceeded  all  their  powers  of  cx- 
preflion  :  and  they  left  it  to  the  juft  cerifureof 
God  and  the  v/orld.     Copies  of  this  vote  were 
tranfmitted  to  all  the  colonies ;  the  aft  of  par- 
liament was  printed  on  paper  bordered  with 
black,    hawked  about  the  ftrects   as  a  bar- 
barous,   cruel,  bloody,   and  inhuman  niurder, 
and  in  fome  places  burned  with  great  foicm- 

The  horrors  of  fufpcnfe  did  pot,  however,  HthMiy. 

*  The  cauie 

*  By  this  aft  it  was  ordained,  that  from  the  firft  of  June  1774,  ®^^ft<*" 
no  peribn  (hould  receive  or  difcharge  any  cargo  or  lading  at  the  bar*  efpoufed  b^ 
koor  of  Botton,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  the  cargo  and  the  veifel;  and  Virginia, 
aay  wharfinger  who  permitted  fach  lading    or  difcharge  to  take 
puce  at  hit  wharfj  was  to  forfeit  treble  the  value  of  the  cargo,  com- 
muted at  the  higheft  price,  together  wi^h  the  craft  employed  on  the 
^ocafioD.    No  veifel  was  allowed  ro  moor  within  the  harbour,  or  to 
be  fcen  hovering  about  the  bay,  after  fix  hours  notice,  on  pain  of  for- 
ibitnre,    Stv^nl  penalties  were  infli£led  to  prevent  collufions,  and 
tlie  %St  was  to  continue  in  force  till  facisfa^ion  made  to  the  Eaft 
India  company^  and  till  it  (hovld  appear  to  the  king  in  council^  that 
(be  people  of  Bofton  were  fubmiflivo  to  law  vid  good  order. 
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long  continue :  the  houfe  of  burgefles  in  Vir- 
ginia,  decreed,  that  the  day  on  which  the  opera* 
tion  of  the  Bofton  port  aft  was  to  commence, 
ihould  be  fet  opart  for  fafting  and  humiliation : 
Devoutly  to   implore  the  divine  interpofi- 
tion,  for  averting  the  heavy  calamity  wnich 
"  threatened  deltruftion  to  civil  rights;  and 
the  evils  of  civil  Mar ;  and  to  give  one  heart, 
and  one  mind  to  the  people,  firmly  to  oppofe 
every  injury  to  the  American  rights." 
Such  an  encroachment  on  the  governor's 
prerogative,  as  the  appointment  of  a  faft  with- 
out  bis  concurrence,  combined  with  the  mo- 
tives of  the  proceeding,  induced  him  to  diflblve 
the  affembly ;  but  eighty-nine  of  the  members 
figned  an  affociation,  denouncing  the  attack 
on  one  of  the  fifter  colonies  to  compel  fub- 
milTion  to  arbitrary  taxes,  as  an  attack  on  all 
Britiih  America :  tnev  therefore  recommended 
their  committee  of  correfpondence,  to  com- 
municate with  other  committees,  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  appointing  deputies  from  the  fe- 
veral  colonies,  to  form  annually  a  general  con* 
grefs,  and  deliberate  on  meafures  contlucive  to 
the  united  interefts  of  America.  '  This  paper 
avowed  that  other  meafures  were  ip  contem- 
plation, and  exprefled  a  hope  that  Great  Bri*^ 
tain  would  not,  by  perfifting  in  the  fyftem  of 
arbitrary  taxation,  compel  them,  reluctantly, 
to  relinquilh  all  commercial  intercourfe. 

The  people  of  Philadelphia,  excepting  the 
quakers,  agreed  to  fufpend  all  bufincfs  on  the 
firft  of  June,  as  an  expreflion  of  fympatli\\ 
and  in  order  to  gain  an  opportunity  of  re- 
flefting  on  the  precarious  fituation  of  Ame- 
rican rights.  They  alfo  heUl  a  town-meeting, 
pafled  refolutions  in  reprobation  of  the  act, 
and  in  favour  of  a  congrefs,  and  entered  into 
a  fubfcription  for  relief  of  the  fuffering 
6  inhabitants 
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Iniiabitants  of  Bofton.     Several  othet  colonies  Ch  AP, 
fubfequeiltly  adopted  fimilaf  refolutiotis,  and    32^ji[; 
the  caiife  of  Bofton  was  efpoufed  Arith  an  ar-      1774- 
clour  confoi'mable  to  thtir  moft  fanguine  M^iflies.  ^j^fnJ^]'**" 

Meanwhile  the  aflemWy  of  Maffacbuiret's  ^^th  Mar. 
Bay  met  for  the  laft  time  at  Bofton,  and  pro-  Procecd- 
cecded  to  the  election  of  a  council,  on  the  day  a'^^Wy  of 
prefcribed  by  their   charter.      General  Gage  Maffachuf. 
opened  the  feflion,  by  expreffing  his  inclina-  ^^ii®*^' 
tion  to  concur  in  all  meafiircs  tending  to  the 
welfare  of  the  province,  but  announced  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  removing  the  general  court  to  Salem. 
They  petitioned  him  to  let  apart  a  day  for  ge- 
neral fafting  and  humiliation,  with  which  he 
♦efufed  to  comply,  and  apprehending  the  ill 
^ffefts  of  protracted  debates,  adjourned  the  le- 
giflature  to  the  feventh  of  J  une,  then  to  meet 
at  Salem. 

ly  this  interval  the  people  were  apprized  of  Effcftof 
the  manner  in  which  their  caufe  ^vas  patroniz-  ^^V^^' 
ed;  they  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  learning  that  other  c<» 
their  fufFerings  occafioned  univerfal  indigna-  ^o^'^" 
tion,  and  that  the  faft  on  the  fir  ft  of  June  was, 
almoft  every  where,  obferved  with  fanatical 
ftriclnefs.      Mealures  were  generally  adopted 
for  contravening  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain* 
Tlie  wifh  for  a  congrefs  was  widely  diffufed,  and         .  ': 
the  province  of  Maryland  even  inftruded  the 
lawyers  not  to  commence  fuits  for  recovery 
of  debts  due  to  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain^  ' 

till  the  Bofton  port  aft  fhould  be  repealed.* 

Animated  by  thefe  affurances,  the  legifla-  9thjunei 
tare  took  the  earlieft  opportunity  of  infulting  (^^"^"f^  ** 
the  governor,  under  pretext  of  anfweriiig  his  vcrTOr- 
fpeech  at  the  commencement  of  the  feffion, 

•  A  proteft  againfl  this  refolMtion  wai  Hgncd  by  ai  refpeSable  body 

Their 
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CHAP.  Their  addrefs  began  with  ordinary  felicita*' 
xxm.    tions,  but  in  its  progrefs  expreffed  a  hope,  that 
S774.     hi$  adminiflration,  in  principles  and  general 
condud,  might  be  a  happy  contrail  to  that  of^ 
his  two  immediate  predeceflbrs.     Gage  inter- 
rupted the  chairman  of  the  committee,   who 
read  the  meffage,  refufing  to  receive  an  addrefs^ 
containing  indecent  retleftions  on  the  former 
governors,  whofe  condud  had  been  approved 
by  the  king,  after  a  trial  and  acquittal  before 
the  privy-council ;  he  confidered  it  an  infult 
on  his  m«yefly,  the  lords  of  the  council,  and 
bimfelf. 
i3ih  Junci      The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  next  appointed 
a^^inted   ^  Committee  for  a  general  congrefs,   felefling 
to  con-       for  that  purpofe  five  of  their  body,  who  were 
greft.        moft  confpicuous  in  oppofition ;  and  voting  five 
hundred  pounds  for  their  ufe,  out  of  the  trea- 
fury.      In   this   appropriation   of  the  public 
money,  they  exceeded  their  authority,  and  the 
govcr^ior  refufing  his  affent  to  the  vote,  they 
recommended  a  levy  to  that  amount,  by  equi- 
table proportions,  among  the  towns  and  diftri&s 
of  the  province. 
Commincc      A  PKQuoGATiox  or  diffolution  of  the  affem- 
to^me*  ^V  being  anticipated,  a   committee  was  ap- 
recom-       pointed  to  prefcribe  rules  of  conduft  to  the  peo- 
nwnda-      p|p^  under  the  form  of  recommendations,  which, 
m  the  aftual  ftatc  of  oppofition,  would  have  the 
17th  June.  effe6l  of  laws.     They  fpeedily  prefented  a  re- 
port, ftating,  that  their  colony,  as  well  as  others 
in  North  America,  had  long  been  ftruggliitg 
under  the  heavy  hand  of  poM^er;  their  dutiful 
petitions  for  redrefs  of  intolerable  grievances 
difregarded,  and  the  defign  totally  to  defiroy 
the  free  conftitution  of  America,  to  eftabliili  ar- 
bitrary government,  and  reduce  the  inhabitants 
to  flavcry,  appealed  to  be  more  and  more  fixed 

and 
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and   determined   on:    the    inhabitants    were  chap. 
therefore  recommended  to  difcontinue  the  con-   3?ii 
famption  of  tea,  as  well  as  of  all  other  merclian-     1774- 
dizes  imported  from  India  and  Great  Britain, 
till  a  redrefs  of  grievances  fliould  be  obtained ; 
and  encourage  to  the  utmoil  the  manufadures 
of  America. 

Although  the  committee  intended  to  keep  DiflTohition 
their  proceedings  profoundly  fecret,  and  de-  ofthcaf- 
luded  the  governor,   by  a  pretence  of  being  ^°^  ^' 
employed  on  conciliatory  meafures,  tht*y  could 
not  prevent  the  difclofure  of  their  real  iiitcu-  . 
tion,  and  Gage  difpatched  the  fecretary  to  the 
court*houfe  to  difolvc  the  aHembly.     The  of- 
ficer finding  the  doors  locked,  tranfmitted  in- 
formation to  the  fpeaker,  that  he  was  charged 
with  a  meffage  to  the  houfc;   the  aifembly, 
however,  refufed  to  open  the  doors ;  and  the  fe- 
cretary, in  prcfence  of  fevcral  members,  made 
proclamatiou  on  the  ftairs,  of  thedillblution  of 
the  general  court.    They,  however,  confidered 
the  paCiUg  of  their  refolutions,  as  a  material  ad- 
vantage gained  over  the  governor. 

NorrWITUSTAXDIXG  the  diffolu tion    of  the  Town. 

Icgiilative  body,  the  efforts  of  oppofition  were  ^^^^^  ** 
not  fufpended:  a  town-meeting  was  held  at 
Bofton^  where  refolutions  were  pafled,  and  or- 
dered to  be  tranfmitted,  by  the  correfponding 
committees,  to  other  colonies,  containing  ai*- 
furances  of  the  zeal  and  aftivity  prevailing  in 
MatTachuiibt's  Bay,  and  the  general  anxiety  to 
meet  in  congrefe. 

Aj  Salem,   the  merchants  and  freeholders  i«AJune. 
prefeoted  an  addrcfs  to  Gage,  perfonally  com-  ^*^^\^^ 
plimentary,  but  highly  cenfiiring  the  meafures  chamsof 
lie  was  deputed  to  fupport.     They  commifer-  ^***^  '** 
atffi  the  people  of  Bofton,  ^but  declined  availing  rm^l 
iLtuiijdvc$ot't\ic  advantages  tendered  by  the  a6t, 

by 
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CHAP,  by  removing  the  trade  from  the  capital  to  tlieir 
xxiii.    town.  They  faid,  "Nature,  in  the  formation  of 
* '  their  harbour,  forbad  a  rivalihip  with  the  con- 
venient mart  of  Bollon,  and  were  it  other- 
wife,  they  muft  be  dead  to  every  idea  of  juf- 
tice,  lofl  to  all  feelings  of  humanity,  could 
they  indulge  one  thought  to  acquire  wealth, 
"  and  raife  their  fortunes  on  the  ruin  of  their 
"  fuffering  neighbours."   They  fpoke  in  high 
terms  of  the  hardiliips  encountered  by  their  an- 
.  ceftors,  who  to  avoid  oppreffion,  braved  every  dan- 
ger, and  began  a  fettlement  on  bare  creation ; 
in  a  dreary  wildernefs  filled  witli  favage  beafis, 
aud  yet  more  favage  men ;  and  complained  of 
the  hardfhips  endured  by  themfelvcs,  the  pro- 
,  geny  of  fuch  anceftors,  in  being  checked  and 
difhonoured  for  exhibiting  proofs  of  that  fpirit 
which  in  their  fathers  produced  fuch  aftonifh- 
ing  effeds.     They  ardently  wiflied  for  a  htopy 
union  with  the  Britifli  empire,  and  would  glad^ 
Jy  adopt  every  meafure  compatible  with  the 
-dignity  and  falfety  of  Britifk  fubjefts.    The  go- 
vernor, in  his  anfwer,  aifured  them  of  liis  fym- 
pathy  with  the  people  of  BoHon,  and  of.  the 
goad  will  of  Great  Britain  towards  her  colo- 
nies; but  the  mother-country  retaining  her  an- 
.  cient  fpirit,  found  it  neceflaiy  to  f upport  her 
•rights,  ias  head  of  the  empire,  not  Jpy  checking 
the  free  fpirit  which  colonifts  derived  from  their 
lanceflori^,  but  by  inculcatingthat  due  obedience 
to  the  king  and  parliament,  which  their  fathers 
had  acknowledged. 

By  the  aftivity  of  the  correfponding  commit* 
JjJJgJJ^**  tees,  a  general  aifociation  wns  framed  through- 
out the  continent,  which  was,  according  to  the 
puritanical  cant  of  the  preceding  age,  called, 
A  Sokmn  League  and  Covenant,  In  tliis  com* 
pa6i|  the  parties^  from  a  confcioufneis  that  no 

other 
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Other  means  exifted  of  avoiding  the  horror^  of  chap, 
flavery,  or  the  carnage  and  defolation  of  civil   ^ijjjj 
war,  in  the  prefence  of  God,  folemnly,  and  in     177^ 
good  faith,  covenanted,  to  fufpend  all  commer- 
cial intercourfe  with  Great  Britain,  till  the  Bof- 
ton  port  a6l  fliould  be  repealed,  and  reftoration 
made  of  their  chartered  rights:   not  to  pur- 
chafe  or.  confume  any  goods  or  merchandize 
from  Great  Britain,  after  the  laft  day  of  Au- 
guft;  and  to  have  no  dealings  with  perfons  who 
^ould  break  this  agreement;   but  to  publiih 
their  names,  as  enemies  to  their  country,  and 
cut  off  from  all  focial  intercourfe.   This  folemn 
league  and  covenant  was  received  with  the  ut- 
moft  alacrity  by  the  people  of  MaflachuiTet's 
Bay,    In  vain  did  Gage  iffue  a  proclamation,  *oth  June 
forbidding  fuch  unlawful  and  traitemus  com-  p^^ii^a* 
binations,  and  commanding  all  magiftrates  and  tion. 
other  officers  to  apprehend  perfons  publifliing 
or  tendering  them  for  fignature :  his  orders  were  ' 

difregarded,  and  thecompaft  generally  received. 

Amidst  the  exertions  of  oppofition,  fome  ef-  Eifcittat 
forts  were  not  wanting  to  effett  a  reconciliation  !^"^^^*** 

o  lion* 

with  government.  An  addrefs  was  prefented 
to  the  governor,  figned  by  a  hundred  and  twen- 
ty gentlemen  and  merchants,  inhabitants  of 
Bofton,  containing  a  difavowal  of  lawlefs  vio- 
lences, ancLlamenting  that  he  was  not  intruded 
with  a  difcretionary  power  of  reftoring  com- 
merce to  its  ancient  couife,  without  the  lols  of 
time,  which  muft  be  occafioned  by  a  reference 
to  the  king  in  council.  The  juftices  of  the  ge-  6th  July, 
neral  feflion,  on  their  meeting  in  the  county  of 
Plymouth,  befide^  tlieir  congratulations  to 
Gage  on  his  apjiointnient,  expreffed,  ferious 
concern  at  feeing  the  inhabitants  of  fome  towns, 
influenced  by  certain  perfons,  calling  them- 
felves  committees  of  correfpondence^  and  en- 
.voL.  II.  L  couraged 
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CHAP,  coura ged  by  feme  whofe  bufinefs  was  to  preach 
^^J^   the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  and  inculcate  principles  of 
1774-     loyalty  and  obedience,  entering  into  a  league, 
calculated  lo  increafe  the  difpleafure  of  the  fo- 
vereign,  exafperate  the  parent-country,  and  in- 
terrupt and  defiroy  the  harmony  of  fociety. 
An  attempt  was  made  by  the  opulent  inhabi- 
tants of  Bofton  to  procure  the  paffing  of  refo- 
iutions,  for  indemnifying  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, and  for  diflblving  the  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence;  but  their  exertions  were  over- 
ruled by  a  large  majority  of  the  lower  clafs. 
Drafts  of        All   conciliatory  endeavours  were  finally 
biiu^'i^     fruftrated,  by  the  arrival  of  drafts  of  the  bills 
rivcj         for  altering  the  charter,  reforming  the  courfe  of 
juftice,  and  quartering  foldiers  in  the  colony. 
Their  ef-    Thcfe  bills  wcre  printed,  and  diflributed  in  all 
f«^-  parts  of  the  continent,  Avith  pernicious  activity, 

and  unlimited  profufion:  they  completed  the 
exafperation  againft  the  caufe  and  government 
of  England,  and  raifed  to  its  utmoft  pitch  the 
ipirit  of  partiality  for  the  people  of  MaflTachuf- 
let's  Bay.  All  oppofition  to  the  popular  caufe 
was  fupprefled  by  clamour  and  violence:  the 
inhabitants  of  Bofton  were  confidered  martyrs 
for  liberty,  and  numerous  fubfcriptions  were 
opened  for  their  relief. 
Artival  General    Gage,    fully  appreciating  the 

•f  troops,  dangers  and  difficulties  of  his  lituation,  and 
knowing  the  inefficacy  in  times  of  popular 
commotion,  of  all  appeals  to  the  municipality 
or  the  legiflature,  ordered  to  Bofton  fome  re- 
giments of  foot,  with  a  detachment  of  artillery, 
who  were  encamped  on  the  common.  They 
were  reinforced  by  troops  from  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland;  but  he  foon  found  the  ufual  arti- 
fices of  the  colonitb  employed,  and  defertion 
-frequent  and  much  encouraged.      To  check 

this 
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this  dangerous  fpirit,  he  firft  iffued  aproclama-   chap. 
tion,  with  the  alternatives  of  pardon  to  thofe  ^Jj^^^* 
who  fhould  return  to  their  duty  within  a  limit-      1774. 
ed  time,  and  puni/hment  to  thofe  who  refufed  ^^^^  ^"'y* 
compliance.     He  then  placed  a  guard  at  Bof-  Alarm  on 
ton  Neck,  a  narrow  iftnmus,  which  joins  the  v^<^'^^%^ 
town  with  the  country.     This  proceeding,  mo-  §S[ou* 
derate  in  itfelf,  and  diftated  by  neceffity,  was  Neck, 
made  the  fubjeft  of  alarm  to  the  whole  colony, 
and  magnified  into  a  defign  of  intercepting 
communication,  and   by   famine    compelling 
tlie  inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  comply  with  the 
views  of  government.      Such  was  the  effeft  of 
thefe  infin nations,  that  the  people  of  Worcefter 
aflembled  in  arms,  and  deputed  perfons  to  in- 
quire into  the  faiSl ;  to  aflure  the  people  of  Bof- 
ton of  the  afliftance  of  feveral  thoufand  armed 
men  in  cafe  of  neceffity ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
to  caution  them  againft  the  bafenefs  of  furren- 
dering  their  liberties,  as  fuch  an  aft  would  be 
difavowed  by  the  country. 

In  the  midft  of  this  general  ferment,  the  afts  Aoguft. 
for  altering  the  charter  and  regulating  judicial  New  coun- 
proceedings    arrived.       Of   thirty-fix    mem-  "^*°'^™*^* 
bers  appointed  by  the  king  to  form  a  colonial 
council,  only  tM'^enty-four  would  be  fworn,  and 
of  thefe  many  were  fubfequently  obliged,  by 
threats  and  injuries,  to  refign  their  commiflions. 
They  ilfued  writs,  however,  according  to  the 
new  law,  for  convening  an  aflembly  in  O6I0- 
ber. 

All  proceedings  in  the  courts  of  law  were  Lawbufi- 
aMbfufpended;  for  the  juries  throughout  the  ^^ 
province  refufed  to  take  the  oaths  under  the 
new  judges  and  the  new  laws ;  and  the  inferior 
officers  of  the  courts,  with  all  humility,  im- 
plored pardon  in  tlie  public  papers,  for  having 
ififucd  warrants  to  fummon  juries  j  even  if  their 

L  2  country 
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CHAP,  country  forgave  them,  they  faid,  they  could 
3DCI1K    never  forgive  themfelves. 
1774.         Disaffection  and  tumult  fpread  on  every 
farmed.    ^^^ '  *^^  reign  of  law  was  intirely  diffolved, 
and   Gage  apprehending  more  ferious  confe- 
quencesfrom  force,  took  the  opportunity  of  a 
sdSepc      general  muftcr  of  the  militia,  to  deprive  them 
of  their   ammunition  and    Itores,    which  he 
Stores        placed  under  elpecial  cuftody ;  and  removed  to 
fciicd.        Bofton    all    the    military    ftores   depofited  at 
Pubrjcrc-    Charleftown,  Cambridge,  and  Medford.    Thefe 
fentment.    mcafurcs  Mere  not  adopted  ^/lthout  clamour 
and  threats  of  refiftancc:   the  deftruftion  of 
houfes,    and    abufe   of   pcrfons,    awaited  the 
friends  of  government;  and   even  the  gover- 
nor's company  of  cadets,  compofed  wholly  of 
gentlemen,  and  fuppofed  to  be  intirely  attach- 
ed to  government,  fuddenly  difbanded  them- 
felves, and  returned  their  ftandard. 
Gage's  ex.      Yet  Gage  did  not  lofc  his  firmnefs,  or  aban- 
ertion*.      Jou  the  caufc  of  government.     The  fele^  men 
of  Salem,  having,  in  defiance  of  the  new  laws, 
and  of  repeated  admonitions,  proceeded,  ac- 
cording to  their  ancient  cuftom,  to  the  eleftion 
of  town-officers,    he  iflued  orders   for  appre- 
hending them  ;  but  before  the  command  could 
be  executed,  the  meeting  was  dilVolved.     See- 
Bofton       iiig  the  indifpenfible  neceffity  of  feparatingthe 
Scd.  '^''  troops  from  the  people,  he  refolved  to  fortify 
Bofton  Neck,  and  to  ercd;  banacks  :  but  fuch 
was  the  effc6t  of  the  fpirit  which  animated  all 
ranks,  and  of  the  exhortations  by  which  tliey 
.  were  daily   inflamed,    that  though  workmen 
were  reluftantly  engaged,  the  people  Ihewed 
their  antipathy  againll  the  meafure,  and  im- 
peded the    projeftcd   works   by   every   petty 
Outrages     manoeuvre  :  they  burned  a  quantity  of  ftraw, 
onhc  pco.  f^^l^  jjQj^^g  Ij^j^jj  ^jjJj  bricks>  and  overturned 

carts 
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carts  employed  in  conveying  wood  for  the   chap. 
ufe  of  the  army.    Gage,    however,  though  he  yjj;^^* 
anticipated  fcenes  of  bioodlhed  a.s  inevitable,      »774» 
would  not  commence  them  by  permitting  the 
foldiers  to  fire  on  the  offenders. 

EvERir  eflfort  was  employed  by  the  com-  They  arm. 
mittees  of  corr^fpondence,  and  the  denoagogues, 
to  keep  alive  the  flame  of  fedition.  Continual 
alarms  were  circulated  of  maflacres  by  the 
troops ;  of  the  town  being  cannonaded  by  the 
ihips;  and  of  dangers,  the  more  terrific  from 
not  being  precifely  defcribed.  Arms  were  ia 
every  man's  hand,  and  though  the  time  did 
not  yet  appear  ripe  for  the  commencement  of 
hoftile  operations  againfl  government,  the  in- 
tention was  fo  decidedly  manifefted,  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  of  tlie)eyent. 

Ik  this  ftate  <^  affairs,  when  the  old  charter  Suffolk 
conflitution  was  abrogated,  and  the  newlv-  rocctiug. 
eftabliihed  fyflem  fufpended  by  violence^  tne 
leading  men  of -the  province  determined  on 
holding  an  aifembly  of  delegates  from  all  the 
towns  of  the  county  of  Suffolk,  of  which  Bof- 
ton  was  the  capital.  This  meeting  palTed  refo* 
lutions  more  decidedly  hoflile  to  the  authority 
of  Great  Britain,  than  any  which  had-yet  ap^- 
peared  explicitly  fanftioned.  They  were  pre- 
faced, it  is  true,  with  a  formal  profefTion  of  al- 
legiance, but  were  calculated  throughout  to 
vindicate  refiflance  and  ftigmatize  obedience 
as  a  dereli6lion  of  natural  right.  The  late  a^ 
were  called  grofs  infraSions  of  their  civil  and 
religious  liberties,  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
rejeSted,  as  the  wicked  attempts  of  an  aban- 
doned adminiflration  to  eilablilh  defpotic  go- 
vernment. They  refolved  to  indemnify  all 
flieriffs,  lurors,  and  others,  who  fhould  be  pro- 
fecuted  tor  not  carrying  into  execution  pro- 
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CHAP,  cefs  iffued  by  the  prefent  unconftitutional 
^lib  i^^S^^y  ^^^  declared  all  members  of  the  new 
council,  who  fhould  perfift  in  holding  their 
commiflions,  incorrigible  enemies  to  their  coun- 
ti-v.  Their  refolutions  alfo  cenfured  the  forti- 
fying  of  Bofton  Neck,  and  the  Quebec  act; 
whereby  the  religion  of  Rome,  and  laws  of 
France  were  eftabliflied ;  recommended  a  fuf- 
penfion  of  commerce  Avith  Great  Britain,  en- 
couragement of  home  manufaftures,  the  hold- 
ing of  a  provincial  congrefs,  a  ftri6l  obedience  to 
the  decrees  of  the  continental  congrefs ;  and 
the  people  were  exhorted  to  perfeft  themfelves 
in  the  military  fcience,  by  appearing  under 
arms  once  in  every  week.  Adverting  to  the 
late  intended  arreft  of  the  feledt  men  of  Salem, 
they  advifed,  in  cafe  fuch  a  meafure  iliould  be 
again  attempted,  that  all  the  officers  of  fo  ty- 
rannical a  government  fliould  be  feized  and 
detained,  till  the  others  were  reftored  to  liberty. 
They  alfo  took  upon  themfelves  to  recommend^ 
(which  amounted  to  a  decree)  that  the  collec* 
tors  and  receivers  of  public  revenues  ihould  re* 
tain  the  monies  in  their  hands,  till  the  civil 
government  of  the  province  was  placed  on  a 
conftitutional  foundation,  or  the  provincial 
congrefs  fliould  give  difi'erent  orders.  They 
exhorted  the  people  to  reftrain  their  refent- 
ments,  to  avoid  riots,  and  convince  their  ene- 
mies that  in  a  caufe  fo  folemn,  their  conduA 
fliould  merit  approbation  from  the  wife,  and 
admiration  from  the  brave  and  free  of  every 
age  and  country.  Thefe  violent  and  daring 
refolutions  concluded  with  the  following  re- 
*  markable  inftrucrion,  Avhich  fliews  the  reliance 
placed  on  the  committees  of  correfpondence, 
and  the  purpofes  of  their  inftitution  :  "  Should 
♦'  our  enemies,  by  any  fudden  manoeuvre,  ren^ 

"  der 
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*  der  it  neceflary  to  afk  aid  from  our  brethren  chap. 
'  in  the  country,  fome  one  of  the  committee  J^iil?j 
^  of  correfpondence,  or  a  feleft  man  from  the      »774'- 
'  town,  where  hoflilities  fhall  commence,   or 

*  be  expefted,  or  from  the  town  adjoining, 

*  fliall  difpatch  couriers  with  written  meflages 

*  to  the  feleft  men,  or  committees  of  corref- 
'  pondence  of  the  towns  in  the  vicinity,  whq 
'  fliall  fend  others  to  committees  more  remote, 

*  until  fufBcient  affiftance  be  obtained ;  the 
^  expence  of  couriers  to  be  defrayed  by  the 

county,  until  other  wife  ordered  by  the  pro- 
vincial congrefs." 
They  alfo  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  othScpt. 
od  the  governor,  with  a  remonftrance  againft  ^jj^^^jj'^ 
the  fortifying  of  Boilon   Neck ;   the  infults  to  Gage, 
which  the  foldiers,  encouraged  by  their  officers, 
exercifed  againft  palfengers ;  and  the  feizure  of 
public  magazines.   To  thefe  circumftances,  and 
the  obnoxious   adts  of  parliament,  to  which 
they  declared  their  firm  refolution,  by  divine 
afftfianct^  never  to  fubmit,  the  remonftrance 
imputed    the  agitation  of  the  public  mind. 
They  defired  to  avoid  hoftilities  with  the  king's 
troops,,  difclaimed  every  wifli  and  idea  of  in- 
dependency, and  attributed  the  troubles  of  the 
colonies  to   mifmformation,   arifing  from  the 
fmifter  defigns  of  individuals.     The  governor  Hisanfvw, 
returned  a  fliort  anfwer,  denying  that  he  in- 
tended to  prevent  free  accefs  to  Bofton,  or 
would  fuffer  any  one  under  his  command  to 
injure  the  perfons  or  property  of  the  king's  fub- 
jcfts ;  but  it  was  his  duty  to  preferve  the  peace 
and  prevent  furprize ;  and  he  gave  aiTurance^ 
the  cannon  would  not  be  ufed  unlefs  hoftile 
proceedings  rendered  it  neceflary.  ^^ 

It  has  been  already  mentioned,  that  the  go-  Sy^^,^^ 
vernor  iflued  writs,  according  to  the  form  of  defiance  of 

^.4  the  V^^^ 

vernor*. 
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CHAP,  the  licw  law,  for  convening  an  affembly,  on  the 
^^^^    fifth  of  Oftober;  but  the  coiirfe  of  fubfequent 
1774.     events,  the  tumultuous  difpofition  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  the  numerous  refignations  of  the  mem- 
bers of  council  appointed  by  the  cro\vn,  which 
had  reduced  them  to  too  fmall  a  number  to 
fonn  a  houfe,  induced  him  to  countermand,  by- 
proclamation,  the  execution  of  the  writs  of 
lummons,  and  difcharge  thofe  already  returned 
from  the  duty  of  attendance.     The  advantage 
of  meeting  in  a  public  manner  to  difcufs  and 
refolve,  was  not,  however,  to  be  fo  eafily  re- 
nounced ;  the  leading  men  of  the  province  de- 
clared the  proclamation  illegal ;  the  reprefen- 
tatives,  who  were  eleded^  met  at  Salem,   and 
having  waited  a  day  in  pretended  expe6lation 
St^feivc«   ^f  *^^^    governor,   denominated  themfelves   a 
into  a  pro.  provincial  congrefs,  chofe  Hancock  for  their 
^reftf  ^^"*  prefident,  and  adjourned  to  Concord,  a  town 
^    *        difiant  about  twenty  miles  from  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, where  they  were  lefs  apprehenfive  of 
interruption  or  forcible  diffolution. 
Th^^^*        One  of  their  earlieft  proceedings  was  a  re- 
mon/""    monftrance  to  the   governor,   in  which  they 
iirancc      vindicated  their  meeting  by  a  reference  to  the 
diftrafted  ftate  of  the  colony ;  complained  that 
the  rigour  of  the  late  laws  was  exceeded  by  the 
manner  of  putting  them  into  execution,  and 
decried  the  operation  of  thofe  ftatutes  as  cal- 
culated to  abridge  the  rights  of  the  people,  and 
licence  murder.      They  reprefented  the  alarm 
from    the  great  increale  of  troops,   and  the 
formidable  preparations  at  Bofton  Neck,  which 
endangered  the  lives,   liberty,  and   property, 
of  the  people  of  Bofton,    and   of  the   whole 
province.     They  therefore  entreated  him,  by 
his  regard  for  the  king's  honour,  the  dignity 
of  the  empire,  and  the  public  peace  an,d  welfare, 

to 
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to  defift  from  the  conftrufition  of  the  fortrefs  at  CHAt. 
the  entrance  of  the  town,  and  reftore  that  pafs  J^j^ 
to  its  natural  ftate,  '774« 

To  this  addrefs,  the  general,  although  averfe  Hisanfivcr. 
to  a  correfpondence  with  an  illegal  afleitibly, 
anfwered  in  indignant  terms:  he  faid,  the 
lives,  liberty,  or  property  of  none  but  avow- 
ed enemies  could  be  in  danger  from  the  troops 
of  Britain,  who  could  never  harbour  the  black 
defign  of  wantonly  enflaving  or  deftroying 
any  people ;  in  fa6l;  they  had  fhewn  no  difpo- 
fition  to  hoftilitv,  though  they  might  be  ex- 
pefted  to  feel  refentment  at  the  exertions  ufed 
to  deprive  them  even  of  the  neceliaries  of  life. 
He  reminded  the  felf-conftituted  congrefs  that 
while  they  aflfe^ledly  complained  of  altera- 
tions in  the  charter,  their  very  meeting  was  a 
direft  violation  of  their  own  conftitution;  and 
admonifhed  them  to  defift  from  fuch  illegal 
and  unconftitutional  proceedings. 

Not  intimidated,  however,  by  this  advice,  Their  for- 
they  proceeded  to  adopt  the  meafures  fuggefted  ^^^n^gi. 
by  the  Suffolk  meeting.  They  found  their  re- 
commendations attended  with  the  effeSt  of 
laws,  and  therefore  ilfued  them  on  themoft 
important  fubje6ls :  they  fettled  the  militia, 
arranged  means  for  providing  arms,  and  or- 
dered the  receipt  of  taxes,  and  the  retention  of 
them,  in  the  oands  of  llierifFs  and  coUeftors. 
They  alfo  appointed  a  day  of  public  thankf- 
giving  to  the  Almighty,  for  the  union  which 
fo  remarkably  prevailed  in  all  the  colonies/ 

Such  proceedings  aroufed  the  governor,  who  ioANot. 
iffued  a  proclamation,  cautioning  the  people  ^*g«'» 
againft  paying  obedience,  or  affording  fan^tion  uo°n  *™' 

againU 
*  This  thankfgiving  wbs  cekbrtted  the  isth  day  of  Decflrinber*  ^^^^^' 

to 
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CHAP,  to  the  requifitions,   recommendations,  direc* 
^^^    tions,   or  refolves  of   an  unlawful  affembly, 
J774-     whofe  proceedings  were  cenfured  as  highly  it- 
ditiouSy  and  approximating  to  treafon  and  re- 
bellion.    But  the  governor's  proclamation,  as 
on  former  occalions,  was  contemned,  and  the 
recommendations    univerfally    obeyed.     The 
congrefs,  at  length,  diflblved  themlelves,  hav- 
ing appointed  the  enfuing  February  for  a  new 
meeting. 
sell  Sept.        The  congrefs  of  Maffachuffet's  Bay  received 
the  jpmcrai  ^  ^^^  impulfc,  and  frequent  advice  from  the 
coogreft  at  continental  congrefs,  which  was  fitting  at  Phi- 
5^™*'     ladelphia.     It  muft  have  been  a  great  triumph 
to  the  prcyeftor  of  correfponding  committees, 
to  obferve  the  unauimitv  with  which  this  mea- 
fure  was  received  and  ian£iioned.     No  longer 
did  America  exhibit  the  appearance  of  rival 
colonies,  piquing  themfelves  on  feparate  rights, 
and  boafling  the  relative  advantages  of  different 
charters,  and  different  conflitutions ;  all  fueh 
fentiments  were  buried  in  oblivion :  the  fame 
^         grievances,  though  not  felt  by  all,  were  com- 
plained of  by  all ;  and  the  fame  remedy,  with- 
out apparent  previous  communication,  was  ge- 
nerally recurred  to,  with  the  only  difference  of 
more  or  lefs  violence  according  to  the  genius 
of  the  people,  or  the  temper  of  the  favourite 
Its  firm-    leaders.     Georgia  alone  refufed  to  fend  dele- 
gates ;  all  the  other  colonies  deputed  various 
numbers  of  members,  nine  being  the  greatefl, 
and  two  the  fmallefl  reprefentation ;  they  were 
qualified  in  various  modes,  fome  by  the  pro- 
vincial affemblies,  fome  by  town-meetings,  and 
fome  by  the  committees  of  correfpondence.   In 
Khode  ifland  the  ele6lion  was  ratified  by  the 
governor.     The  whole  number  who  attended 
congrefs  was  fifly-fix.    The  inequality  of  re- 

prefentatiou 
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prefentation  was  remedied  in  the  manner  of  chap. 
voting,  as  each  colony  had  one  fuftVage  only   ^^j^ 
in  the  deciiion  of  eveiy  queftion;  although  the      1774. 
rcprefentatives  of  each  colony,  feparately  de-  ^^g*^ 
clared,  by  the  enumeration  of  a  majority,  on 
which  fide  that  vote  fliould  be  recorded.     This 
regulation  had  fubfequently  the  effedl  of  giv- 
ing an  appearance  of  unanimity  to  the  pro- 
ceedings; the  precaution  was  alfo  adopted  of  secncym 
debating  in  private,  with  the  doors  carefully  debate 
locked  and  guarded;   thus  the  people  being 
prevented  from  ever  attaining  a  knowledge  of 
the  arguments  by  which  any  meafure  was  com- 
bated or  fuftained;  the  refults  were  received  as 
the  abftrafts  of  wifdom  and  union,  and  hailed 
with  the  veneration  due  to  oracular  edi6ls. 

Some  of  the  votes,  or  inftru6lions  to  deputies.  Terms  of 
which  were  read  as  credentials  at  the  firft  fit-  2^*^ 
ting  of  congrefs,  were  conceived  in  loofe  and 
general  terms,  and  empowered  the  deputies  to 
confult  and  advife  on  proper  meafures  for  ad- 
vancing the  beji  good  of  the  colonies;  but  in 
general  they  fpecifically  enjoined  an  attention 
to  the  redrefs  of  certain  exprefs  grievances,  and 
the  renewal  and  maintenance  of  the  connexion 
and  amity  with  Great  Britain,  fo  effential  to 
the  interefts  of  both.  Under  thefe  reftraints, 
fpeculations  of  a  ditfcrent  tendency  could  not 
be  promulgated  till  the  public  mind  was  fur- 
ther prepared,  and  therefore,  in  all  proceedings, 
a  formal  acknowledgment  was«made  of  the 
fupremacy  of  the  mother-country,  and  the  fub* 
jeciionof  the  colonies,  although,  byfubfequent 
definitions  and  reftrictions,  the  power  of  the 
one,  and  the  fubmiffion  of  the  other,  were  re- 
duced to  mere  names. 

Aft£r  appointing  officers,  and  efiiablidiing  tothSept, 
committees,  they  took  into  confideration  the  11^^^®"" 
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CHAP,  proceedings  of  the  Suffolk  meeting,  their  rcfo- 
iv2^^  lutions,  recommendations,  and  addrefs  to  the 
t774«  governor ;  of  all  which  they  expreflfed  the  high- 
ofi£e*Sttf-  ^  approbation,  and  recommended  them  to 
folk  meet-  general  adoption,  as  the  means  of  carrying  fuch 
"^*  conviction  to  the  Britifli  nation,  of  the  unwife» 

\injuft,  and  ruinous  policy  of  adminiftration, 
as  \vould  quickly  introduce  better  men  and 
wifer  meafures.    They  approved  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  late  aCls  of  parliament,  declared, 
.that  in  cafe  of  an  attempt  to  carry  them  into 
execution  by  force,  all  America  ought  to  fup- 
port  the  people   of  Maflachuffet's  Bay,   and 
Further  re-  recommende<l  a  continuance  of  the  fubfcrip- 
Sr    *i^"s  for  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of    Bof- 
%%d  Sept.    ton.    They  afterwards  requefted  the  merchants 
and  all  other  perfons  in  the  various  colonies,  to 
tranfmit  no  new  orders  for  goods  to  Great  Bri- 
tain, but  to  countermand,  or  fufpend,  thofe  al- 
»7iii.         ready  iffued ;  and  formed  refolutions  fbr  difcon- 
tinuing,  after  the  firft  of  December,  the  impor- 
tation and  ufe  of  all  goods  from  Great  Britain 
3otli.         and  Ireland ;  and  for  the  ceflation  of  all  exports 
to  thofe  countries  and  to  the  Weft  Indies,  af- 
ter the  tenth  of  September  1775;    and  they 
declared  the  feizure  of  any  perfon,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  tranfporting  him  beyond  the  fea,  to 
be  tried  for  an  oiFence  committed  in  America, 
contrary  to  law;  it  would  juftify,  and  ought  to 
meet  with,  refiftance  and  reprifaJ. 
peclara-         Meanwhi^e  the  Committee,  appointed  for 
fight^       that  purpofe,  had  fubmitted  to  congrefs  a  feries 
of  refolutions,  forming  a  declaration  of 
14th  oa.    EIGHTS,  which  were  adopted,-and  publiflied  by 
authority.     They  were  prefaced  by  an  enume- 
ration of  grievances,  fmce  the  termination  of 
the  laft  war;  among  which  were  cited,  the  de- 
claratory aft,  eftablifliing  the  right  of  Great 

Britain 
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Britain  to  bind  America  in  all  cafes  whatever;  chap. 
the  impofition  of  taxes  for  the  puq^ofe  of  raif-  v^^ 
ing  a  revenue;  the  eftabliihment  of  a  board  of  »774- 
coinmiffioners ;  the  extenfion  of  the  jurifdiftion 
of  the  admiralty;  the  alterationof  the-eftabliih- 
ment  of  judges;  the  revival  of  the  obfolete 
flatute  of  Henry  vili.;  the  three  afts  of  the 
late  feffion  relative  to  Maffachuffet's  Bay,  and 
that  for  eftablifliing  the  government  of  Que- 
bec; the  diffolution  of  aifemblies,  and  the  dif- 
regard  fliewn  by  minifters  to  petitions  for  re- 
drefs.  Under  thefe  circumftances,  the  good 
people  of  the  twelve  colonies,  juftly  alarmol  at 
the  arbitrary  proceedings  of  parliament  and 
adminifbation,  had  appointed  deputies  to  a  ge- 
neral congrefs,  in  order  to  obtain  fucK  an  efta- 
bliihment  as  would  fecure  their  religion,  laws^ 
and  liberties  from  fubverfion.  Therefore  the 
deputies  did,  in  the  firft  place  (as  Engliihmen, 
their  ancellors,  had  ufually  done  in  like  cafes) 
form  a  declaration,  for  the  purpofe  of  aiTerting 
and  vindicating  their  rights  and  liberties. 

Thet  claimed  their  rights  as  founded  on 
the  immutable  laws  of  nature,  the  principles  of 
the  Engliih  conftitution,  and  their  feveral 
charters  or  compa6is.  From  thefe  latitudina- 
rian,  and  incongruous  fources,  they  principally 
affumed  for  themfelves  an  abfolute  title  to  life, 
liberty,  and  prop«i:y,  which  no  fovereign  pow- 
er could  difpofe  of  without  their  confent.  Their 
anceftors,  they  faid,  poffeffed,  and  had  not  for* 
feited  by  emigration,  all  the  rights,  liberties, 
and  immunities  of  Engliflimen,  and  their  de- 
fcendents  were  therefore  intitled  to  them,  fo 
&r  as  circumftances  would  admit.  The  foun- 
dation of  all  free  government,  being  a  right  to 
participate  in  a  legiflative  council,  and  the  cir- 
cumilances  of  America  rendering  it  impofTible 

for 
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€HAF.  for  them  to  be  reprefented  in  the  Britifh  par- 
22^"][v  liament ;  they  claimed  a  right  to  free  legiflation 


X774»'  in  all  cafes  of  taxation  and  internal  polity,  fub- 
je6l  only  to  the  king's  negative:  they  were  will- 
ing, however,  to  confent  to  the  operation  of 
Britiih  acb  of  parliament,  bona  Jide  reftri6ted 
to  the  regulation  of  commerce,  but  excluding 
every  idea  of  taxation,  internal  or  external. 
The  refpeftive  colonies  were  intitled  to  the 
common  law  of  England,  and  to  the  benefit 
of  all  ftatutes  which  exifted  at  the  time  of 
their  colonization,  and  particularly  to  the  in- 
eftimable  privilege  of  a  trial  by  their  peers,  and 
in  their  own  vicinage.  They  were  alfo  intitled 
to  all  the  immunities  and  privileges  granted 
l^y  their  charters,  and  fecured  by  the  provincial 
laws.  They  had  a  right  to  aflemble  to  confider 
of  their  grievances ;  and  all  profecutions,  pro- 
hibitory proclamations,  and  commitments,  on 
that  account,  were  illegal,  as  was  the  keeping  a 
fianding  army  in  any  of  the  colonies  in  time  of 
peace,  without  confent  of  the  people.  And 
finally,  the  exercife  of  legiflative  power  in 
feveral  colonies,  by  a  council  appointed  dur- 
ing pleafure,  by  the  crown,  was  declared  uncon- 
ftitutional,  dangerous,  and  deftruftive  to  the 
freedom  of  American  legiflation.  Thefe  rights, 
they  aflerted,  could  not  be  legally  taken  from 
them^  altered,  or  abridged,  by  any  power  what- 
ever, without  their  own  confent,  by  their  repre- 
fentatives  in  their  feveral  provincial  legifla- 
tures.  Then  recapitulating  their  grievances, 
to  which  they  could  no  longer  fubmit,  they 
declared  their  adoption  of  the  prefent  meafures 
to  be  founded  on  the  hope  that  their  fellow- 
fubjeds  in  Great  Britain  would  reftore  the 
Americans  to  that  ftate  in  which  both  coun- 
tries had  found  happiness  and  profperity. 

Their 
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Their  firft  propofition  was  an  aflbciation,  or  chap. 
agreement,  againll  importation  or  confumption  vi^Hif^ 
of  any  articles  of  Britifli  commerce,  and  againft      i774. 
the  exportation  of  their  own  produce  to  Great  jj^^^* 
Britain,   Ireland,  or  the  Weft  Indies,  except  aflbciadoa* 
rice  to  Europe.    A  committee  was  to  be  chofen     ' 
in  each  colony,  to  fuperintend  the  execution 
of  the  agreement^  and  the  committees  of  cor- 
refpondence  were  direfted  frequently  to  infpecl 
the  entries  at  the  cuftom-houfes,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  informing  againft  fuch  merchants  as 
violated  the  aflbciation,  with  whom  the  con- 
grefs,  for  themfelves    and   their  conftituents 
(who  were  bound  by  their  fignature)  agreed 
to  have  no  commerce  or  intercourfe,  but  to 
confider  them  unworthy  the  rights  of  freemen, 
and  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  country. 
The  agreement  Avas  to  continue  in  force  till 
the  repeal  of  all  the  a6ts  of  parliament  which 
conftituted  their  wievances ;  but  fome  of  the 
articles  would  in  their  efFeft  be  perpetual,  par- 
ticularly that  for  encouraging  the  growth  of 
wool,  and  one  for  abolilhing  the  flave-trade. 

Another  of  their  meamres  was  to  addrefs  aiftoa^ 
the  people  of  Great  Britain ;  thofe  of  their  own  ^^!2opir 
colonies,  and  of  Canada  feparately.     In  each  of  g^ 
of  thefe  proriuftions,  great  artifice  was  ufed  in  ^^^**"* 
direfting  appeals  to  feeling  and  prejudice,  and 
in  citing  fuch  circumftances  as  were  calculated, 
through  hope  or  fear,  to  gain  adherents  to  tlieir 
caufe.     The  people  of  Great  Britain  were  re- 
minded of  the  ftru^gles  maintained  bv  their 
anceftors  in  the  cau^  of  liberty,  and  told  that 
the  proieft  of  minifters  in  endeavouring  to  en- 
flave  the  Americans,   derived  from  the  fame 
ftock,  tended  only  to  the  more  cafy  introduc- 
tion of  flavery  at  home.     They  claimed  a  par- 
ticipation of  Britiih  rights,  and  flattered  the 

national 
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CHAP,  national  pride,  byaiFe6ling  to  make  the  frec- 
xxni.    dom  of  Englilhmeu  the  model  and  fcope  of 
1774.     their  wiflies.     They  recapitulated  their  fervices 
in  the  former  war,  and  proceedings  of  parlia- 
ment fince  that  time,  extenuating  the  plunder 
of  the  tea  ihips,  which  they  defcribed  as  a  per- 
fonal,  not  a  public  aifair,  the  remedy  of  which 
ought  to  have  been  fought  by  the  fufferers  in 
the  courts  of  law,  without  an  appeal  to  parlia- 
ment.    They  endeavoured  to  excite  national 
indignation  againft  the  late  a6is,   and  direfted 
the  fevereft  inveftives  againft  the  new  fyftem 
in  Quebec,  as  being  intended  to  overthrow  the 
liberties  of  the  Britilh  colonies  by  a  vaft  influx 
of  Catholics,  fwelled  by  emigrations  from  Eu- 
rope: ^'  We  cannot  fupprefs  ouraftonifliment," 
they  fay,   "  that  a  Britifli  parliament  Ihould 
**  ever  confent  to  eftabUfli  a  religion  which  has 
deluged  your  ifland  in  blood,  and  difperfcd 
impiety,  bigotry,  peifecution,  murder,  and 
"  rebellion  through  every  pait  of  the  world." 
Declaring  that  the  view  01  minifters  in  endea- 
vouring to  tax  America  at  pleafure  was  merely 
to  draw  fuch  immenfe  fums'  into  the  royal  cof- 
fers as  would  render  the  king  independent  of 
parliament,  and  that  a  fuccefsful  conteft  would 
be  attended  with  no  other  confequence;  they 
demanded,  as  the  means  of  reftoring  harmony, 
to  be  placed  in  the  fame  fituation  they  were  at 
the  clofe  of  the  laft  Avar. 
Addrefs  to      The  addrcfs  to  the  colonifis  contained  a  re- 
capitulation of  all  the  afts  of  the  Britifli  go- 
vernment, againft  which  exceptions  were  taken; 
a  review  of  the  conduQ;  of  the  American  go- 
vernors ;  a  vindication  of  tlie  proceedings  at 
New  York  and  Bofton ;  and  a  general  rehearfal 
of  late  grievan  ces.     The  aft  for  the  government 
of  Quebec  was  ftigmatized,  and  every  political 
'^  and 
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and  religious  prejudice  invoked  againft  it,  chap. 
From  this  detail,  as  well  as  from  authentic  in-  3^Ji[;, 
telligence  received,  the  congrefs  inferred,  as  an  177+. 
indubitable  polition,  that  a  refolution  was 
formed,  and  then  carrying  into  execution,  to 
extinguiih  the  freedom  of  the  colonies  by 
fiibjecting  them  to  a  defpotic  government. 
Though  the  ftate  of  affaii-s,  they  proceeded  to 
obferve,  would  juftify  other,  m^afures^  yet 
weighty  reafons  induced  the  preference  of  thofe 
they  had  adopted.  Then  recapitulating  the 
refolutions  they  had  taken,  they  enforced  the 
neceflity  of  obferving  them,  and  frequently  al- 
luded to  the  probability  of  forcible  refiftance ; 
advifing  the  people  to  extend  their  views  to  the 
moft  unhappy  events,  and  to  be  prepared  for 
every  contingeacy.  The  addrcfs  concluded 
in  the  genuine  ftyle  of  puritanical  cant,  by  an 
carneft  entreatv  that  the  people  would,  above 
all  things,  with  devotion  of  fpirit,  penitence  of 
heart,  and  amendment  of  life,  huinble  them- 
felves,  and  implore  the  favour  of  Almighty 
God;  whofe  divine  goodncfs  was  fervently 
befought  to  take  them  into  his  gracious  pro- 
tedlion. 

After  the  abufe  laviflicd  in  the  foregoing  Addreftto 
addreffes  on  the  Canadians,  and  the  malevo-^  ofc^^c, 
Jence  employed  in  railing  prejudices  againft 
their  religion  and  laws,  it  appears  furprizing 
to  find  them  invoked  as  friends  and  fellow  ci-  »5th  6a. 
tizens  to  join  the  colonies,   and  fend  depu-   , 
ties  to  the  next  congrefs.     They  were  told  tnat 
the  conftitution  beftowed  on  them  by  parlia- 
ment was  a  violation  of  the  king's  promife  at 
the  peace ;  that  Briti/h  rights  ought  to  have 
been  in  juftice  fubftituted'for  gallic  jurifpru- 
dence.     Liberty  of  confcience  m  religion  was 
fiated  to  be  a  right  of  nature,  for  which  they 
'  you  II.  If  were 
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CHAP,  were  not  at  all  obliged  to  the  a6l  of  parliamentj 
xxiil^  for  if  laws  divine  and  human  could  fecurei  it 
1774^  againft  the  defpotic  attacks  of  wicked  men, 
it  was  fecure  before.  Thefe  principles  werg 
inforced  by  artful  citations  from  foreign  wri* 
ters,  particularly  Montefquieu  and  Beccajia, 
and  recommended  by  infidious  appeals  to  th« 
love  of  glory,  fo  prevalent  in  the  French  cha-' 
rafter.  On  an  union  with  the  other  colonies^ 
the  people  of  Quebec  were  told,  would  depend 
the  alternative  of  being  governed  and  pro- 
tefted  by  juft  and  equitable  law^s,  or  fubjefted 
to  all  the  evils  of  the  Englifli  conftitution,  and 
French  government ;  thefe  were  enumerated  in 
formidable  array ;  the  inquifition  and  the  ex- 
cife ;  partial  judges,  and  arbitrary  governors ; 
privileges  and  immunities  dependent  on  the 
fmiles  or  frowns  of  a  minifter,  lettres  de 
cachet,  jails,  dungeons,  and  opprefllve  fervice, 
were  dilplayed  as  the  apparatus  of  a  govern* 
ment  no  lefs  abfolute  than  that  of  the  defpots 
of  Afia  or  Africa; 
26ttioa.  The  petition  to  the  king,  after  enumerating^ 
Petition  to  all  their  grievances,  fome  of  which  were  of  a 
^  "*^*  fpecific,  others  of  a  general  nature,  prefumed, 
that  to  a  fovereign  who  "  gloried  in  the 
**  name  of  Briton,"  the  bare  recital  mufl 
juftify  the  loyal  fubjefts  who  fled  to  the  foot  of 
\m  throne,  and  implored  his  clemency  for  pro- 
teftion.  They  attributed  all  the  diftrefles,  dan- 
jjers,  fears,  and  iealoufies,  which  overwhelmed 
I  he  colonies  with  affliftion,  to  the  deftruftivo 
iyftem  of  colonial  adminiftration,  adopted  fince 
the  concluCon  of  the  war.  "  Had  our  crea-- 
"  tor,"  they  faid,  "  been  pleafed  to  give  usk 
"  exiftence  in  a  land  of  flavery,  the  fcnfe  of 
^*  our  condition  might  have  been  mitigated  by 
'*  ignoranxre  and  habit      But  thanks  be  to  hi* 

"  adorable 
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*  s;tlorablc  goodncfs,  we  were  born  the  heirs  of  chap. 
**  freedom,  and  ever  enjoyed  our  right  under  J^JJJJ; 
"  the  aufpices  of  your  royal  anceftors,  whofe  »774- 
**  family  was  feated  on  the  Britifh  throne,  to 
^*  refcue  and  fecure  a  pious  aild  gallant  nation 
"  from  the  popery  and  defpotifm  of  a  fuperfti-  ^ 
"  tious  and  mexorable  tyrant."  Feeling  as 
men,  and  thinking  as  they  did,  filence  would 
be  difloyalty,  and  as  the  king  enjoyed  the  fig- 
nal  di(lin6lion  of  reigning  over  freemen,  the 
language  of  ffeemen  could  not  be  difpleafing, 
but  his  indignation  would  rather  fall  on  thole 
defigning  and  dangerous  men  M'ho  daringly 
interpofed  between  him  and  his  faithful  fub- 
je6b>  and  who  for  feveral  years  paft  had  been 
faceffantly  employed  in  diflblving  the  bonds  of 
feciety,  abuiing  nis  majefty's  authority,  profe- 
cuting  the  mod  dangerous  and  irritating  pro- 
jefts  of  oppreffion,  and  accumulating  on  the 
petitioners  injuries  too  fevere  to  be  any  longer 
tolerable.  Such  fentiments,  they  faid,  were 
"txtorted  fVora  hearts  that  would  much  rather 
bleed  in  the  king's  fervice.  The  chai'ges  of 
the  adminift'ration  of  juftice,  and  the  fupportof 
civil  government,  they  faid,  had  been  always 
fufficiently  provided  for;  the  conftitutional 
militias  were  fufficient  for  proteftion  of  the 
colonies  in  timtj  of  peace,  and  in  war  they 
vould  always  be  willing,  when  conftitutional ly 
required,  to  make  ftrenuous  efforts  in  granting 
Supplies  and  raifing  forces ;  thefe  proofs  of  at- 
tachment were  equally  honourable  to  the 
prince  who  received,  and  the  people  who  ten- 
dered them,  the  petitioners  prized  the  privilege 
of  fo  cxpreffing  their  attachment  too  highly 
ever  to  refign  it  to  any  body  of  men  on  earth, 
wd  they  doubted  not  that  the  purity  of  their 
bitention,  and  the  integrity  of  their  conduft^ 
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%ould  iuftify  them  at  that  grand  tribunal  be-^ 
fore  which  all  mankind  mull  fubinit  to  judg- 
ment    They  aiked  only  for  peace,  liberty,  and 
fafety ;  not  deHring*  a  diminution  of  the  prero- 
gative, or  the  grant  of  a  new  right :  the  royal 
Q^uUiority  pver  them,  and  the  connexion  with 
Great  Britain,  they  would  always  carefully  and 
zealoufly  fupport  and  maintain-      They  pre- 
fented  their  petition  only  to  obtain  redrew  of 
grievances,  and  relief  from  fear^i  and  jealoufies, 
occafioned  by  a  f}  ftem  of  ftatutes  and  regula- 
tions adopted  fmce  the  war,  which  they  enu- 
merated by  recapitulating  all  the  acls  afte<5ting 
America,  and  then,    appealing  to  that  Being 
who  fearches  thorouglily  the  hearts  of  his  crea- 
tures, folemnly  profeffed  that  their  councils  had 
b.een   influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  a 
dread  of  impending  defuu6tion. 

,  This  petition  was  tranfmitted  to  the  colo- 
nial agents,  with  inftrnctions,  after  delivering 
it  into  the  king's  hands,  to  make  it  public 
through  the  prefs,  together  with  their  lift  of 
grievances,  and  to  circulate  as  early  as  poflible 
their  addrefs  to  tliie  people,  through  all  the 
ti-ading  cities  and  manufa<5luring  towns. 

After  thefe  proceedings  they  diifolvcd, 
having  firft  pafled  a  refolution  forconvenrng  a 
new  congrefe  on  the  tenth  of  May. 

.  The  proceedings  of  congrefs  and  the  gentral 
tenor  of  their  refolutions,  evidently  indicated 
tliat  a  plan  of  hoftility  and  feparation  from  the 
mother-country  was  profoundly  meditated^ 
•  and  unremittingly  purfued  by  thofe  who  pof- 
feiled  the  greatell  influence,  and  whofe  exer-* 
tions  gave  a  colour  to  all  the  proceeUingSk 
Molt  of  tiie  refolutions  adopted,  and  the  ge- 
ii^eral  tenor,  as  well  as  many  marked  expreflions, 
m^  the  alTocjation,  /  addreifi^^  and  petitigns^ 
'^  pointed 
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f)o?ntccl  decidedly  to  refiftance  ancj  independ-  CHAF. 
ence :  even  the  Itudious  and  laboured  manner  ^}^ 
in  which  thofc  views  were  verbally  renounced,  177^ 
while  they  were  really  purfued,  muft  contribute 
to  enforce  aconvi<?lion  that  the  expreffions  of 
lovaltv  and  fubmiflion  were  intended  only  t6 
conceal  fentiments  diametrically  oppofite.  Fet- 
tered as  fome  of  the'members  of  congrefs  wer6 
by  the  inftru6tions  of  their  conftituents,  many 
of  which  enjoined  them  to  purfue  none  but 
proper,  pruJent,  and  lawful  meafures,  they 
could  not  openly  advance  thtir  claims,  and 
were  therefore  obliged  to  aflinne  fuch  a  mode 
of  conduct  as  would  fecure  the  greateft  iliari 
of  popularity,  and  diflufe  the  fmalleft  portioa 
of  alarm.  Even  in  the  bofom  of  the  conerefs 
that  unanimity  did  not  prevail  which  is  indi- 
cated in  the  publication  of  their  proceedings : 
the  meafures  recomrticrided  by  fomc  of  the  de* 
magogues  were  too  violent,  and  the  principfca 
advanced  in  their  fupport  too  (Taring  to  bd 
adopted  by  all  the  members;  hcitce  it  fre- 
quently appears  on  the  journals  that  ftrenuou^ 
debates  were  maintained  ;  queftions  adjourned^ 
and  reports  recommitted :  the  effeft  of  thefe 
difagreements  was,  how^ever,  prevented  from 
reaching  the  public,  by  an  artifice  of  the  leaderi 
of  the  republijcran  party,  who,  before  any  bufi- 
nefs  w^s  proceeded  on,  perfuaded  the  other 
members  to  bind  themfclves  in  an  agreement 
that  their  names  Ihould  be  fubfcribed  to  what- 
ever might  be  decided  by  a  majority,  and  no 
proteft  ot  diflent  appear  on  the  minutest    Two 

'  The  exception  of  rice  in  the  aflbciation  is  an  inftance  of  the  ad- 
Jitfs  of  rhe  leaders  of  congrefs,  in  managing  individual  interefts» 
and  fuppreiling  oppofition.  The  article  was  at  firft  framed  withoac 
sny  exception,  but  the  delegates  fronw^ Carolina  infilling  that  their 
eonftittients  would  be  ruined,  and  threatening  to  abfent  themfelvet 
anlcfs  a  modification  were  devtfed»  oc  canned  the  ridiculous  inter* 
polation  of  the  wotds  except  rice  to  Eur  ope  f  in  an  agreement  forbid* 
«kingeKpons  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 

31  3  parties, 
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CHAP,  parties  were  formed  at  the  beginning  of  the 
^^^   fittings:  the  one,   confifting  of  men  of  Iwal 
^774^      principles,    and  polTefled  of  confiderable  ror-r 
tunes,  M'ho  had  no  intention  but  that  of  can- 
didly and  clearly  defining  American  rights  and 
charters,  and  explicitly  and  dutifully  petition- 
ing for  redrefs  ot  grievances;  thefe  meaning  to 
do  only  fuch  things  as  were  reafonable  and 
juft,  were  open  and  ingenuous.  The  other  party, 
comppfed  of  congregational  and  prelbyterian 
reprefentatives,  men  of  bankrupt  fortunes,  and 
overwhelmed   in  debt  to  Britiili    merchants, 
.were  defirous  to  throw  off  all  fubordination  and 
connexion  with  Great  Britain;   they  endea-- 
voured,  by  every  fiftion,  falfehood,  and  fraud, 
to  delude  the  people  from  their  allegiance,  to 
reduce  government  to  a  fiate  of  anarchy,  and 
incite  the  ignorant  and  vulgar  to  arms,  for  the 
purpofe   of  eftablifhing   independence:    theft 
men  were  fecret  and  hypocritical,  and  eflaycd 
jevery  art  to  conceal  their  intentions.     Thefe 
parties  held  each  other  in  check  for  forae  time; 
but  at  length  the  demagogues  triumphed;  the 
laffitude  attending  a  perpetual  fyfiem  of  de-i 
fence,   and  the  unwillingnefs  continually  to 
impute  principles  which  were  conftantly  denied, 
dimiriiflied   ttieir  alertnefs,   while  the  tempe? 
infufed  into  the  populace,  the  frequent  mef-i 
fages  from  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Mafla-i 
chuffet's  Bay,  a,nd  the  examples  daily  exhibit- 
ed, of  tarring  and  feathering  obnoxious  per-^ 
fons,  gave  additional  fpirit  to  the  violent,  anc^ 
increafed  the  timidity  of  the  moderate  party. 

These  differences  of  opinion,  and  neceflities 
of  conciliation,'  account  for  fome  incongruitiea 
in  the  proceedings.  The  declaration  of  rights 
i.s  a  ftrong  inftanc^;  it  is  founded  at  once  oi^ 
the  laws  of  nature,  thofe  of  fociety,  and  royal 

charters^. 
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charters,  profeiTes  at  once  a  duty  of  obedience,  chap. 
and  right  of  felf-government;  avows  a  depend*  ^^ 
ence  on  Britifli  afts  of  parliament,  to  the  pe-  1774. 
riod  of  the  colonization  of  America,  yet  denies 
tiie  riglit  of  the  mother-country  to  a  fubfe- 
quent  power  of  legiilation.  It  would  refult 
from  tbefe  principles,  that  colonies  planted  at 
different  periods  were  fubje6ls  in  different  de* 
grees,  and  that  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain 
repealing  one  of  the  ancient  ftatutes,  could  not 
^ive  force  to  the  repeal  in  America,  without 
Separately  confulting  each  of  the  governments. 
The  chartere  were  appealed  to  as  the  bafis  of 
rights,  and  yet  fuch  of  them  as  appointed  an 
independent  legiflative  council  were  to  be 
abrogated  as  derogatory  to  the  rights  of  na- 
ture. The  petition  to  the  king  was  merely  an 
infidious  mockery;  the  profeffions  of  loyalty 
were  not  calculated  to  give  the  fovereign  ai- 
furances  of  peaceable  domination,  but  to  vin- 
dicate the  petitioners  from  well  merited  charges 
of  difaffection,  without  renouncing  the  mode 
of  condu6l  by  which  thofe  charges  were  incur- 
red. The  addrefs  to  the  people  of  America 
breathes  a  fpirit  of  hoftility  and  refiilance  alone: 
that  to  the  Canadians  difcovers  the  deepeft  and 
moll  inveterate  malignity  againft  Great  Britain, 
and  is  replete  witli  mean  artifices  to  cajole  the 
people  into  difaffeftion:  the  appeal  to  thepeo- 
pie  of  Great  Britain  is  of  the  lame  order,  teud- 
ing  to  difleminate  alarms  and  jealoufies,  and 
create,  by  means  of  terror,  intereft,  or  policy,  a 
party  favourable  to  the  American  cau{e.  Their 
eoomiittees  were  always  compofed  of  the  moft 
fiery  republicans^  which  may  account  for  the 
extent  and  prefumption  of  fome  of  their  claims, 
Uich  as  thofe  of  repealing  all  the  a6ts  made  to 
affeft  tben^  iince  the  peace,  of  infifting  on  a 
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CHAP. ,  change  of  minifterS)  and  of  obtainiug  every  6e^ 
^^    mand  without  the  lead  conceffiou  or  promife  of 
X774*     reparation  for  the  wrong  avowedly  committed.' 
Yet  whatever  arts  were  ufed  in  conciliation,  or 
whatever  advantages  gained  in  debate,  the  ge- 
neral congrefs  feemed  lb  little  likely  to  gratify, 
in  their  utmoft  extent,  the  wiflies  of  the  leaders, 
tliat  it  Mas  on  the  point  of  feparating  without 
pafling  a  refolution  to  re-aflemble,  until  Silas 
t)eane,  one  of  the  meiribers  for  Connefticut, 
without  previous  communication,  introduced 
the  propofition/ 
Effcasof       After  the  feparation  of  congrefs,  the  mid- 
Lreir"       ^^^  ^^^^  fouthern  colonies,  where  infubordina- 
tion  had  before  made  but  little  progrefs,   ap- 
peared afcVuated  by  the  fame  fpirit  as  the  inha- 
bitants of  New  England.     The  intention  of 
military  refiftance  was  openly  avowed  and  che- 
riflied;  the  militia  were  affiduoufly  drilled,  and 
arms  were  provided  with  great  iriduftry  and 
Rpyalpro-  perfevcrencc.     On  the  information  of  the  dif- 
ciaraauon.  j-^YtJit  govemors,  the  miniiiry  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  iUhe  a  proclamation,  forbidding  the  ex- 
port of  warlike  ftores;  but  this  prohibition  pro- 
duced only  a  greatef  degree  of  eagernefs,  and 
fome  riots.     Mills  and  manufaclories  were  efta- 
bliflied  for  the  firucture  of  arms  and  compofi- 
tion  of  gunpowder,  and  premiums  were  offered 
for  the  procluftion  of  falt-petre. 
-infurrec-         On  the  proclamation  reaching  Rhode  Ifland, 
Rh"dc       forty  pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  crowu 


lHand. 


«.This  account  is  derived  from  the  jburnal  of  proceedings  of  con* 
grefs,  and  extracts  from  (he  votes,  Sec.  Philadelphia,  printed;  re- 
printed by  Almoo,  London,  1775.  Alfo  from  feveral  traAs,  botlr 
American  and  £ngli(b,  particulaily,  "  What  think  ye  of  the  con^ 
grefs  now  V^ — GaTloway^s  tra6ls-^and  Tucker's  fifth  mSk  on  Ame« 
rican  fubje5Vs« 

^  From  private  information^  by  one  wba  had  the  fad  from  Sila% 
Deane. 

were 
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were  feized,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  pre-  chap, 
venting  tliem  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  ^2?ii^ 
the  king's  troops,  and  tl^  deckration  was  ac-     X774- 
companied  with  a  threat  of  refiftance,  fhould 
the  recovery  be  attempted.     The  affembly  of 
tlie  province  fajQ6tioned  thefe  proceedings,  by 
paffing  rcfolutions  for  procuring,  at  the  public 
expence,   arms  and  militaiy  itores^   and  for 
training  the  militia. 

Tu£  proclamation  alfo  occafioned  an  infur-  14th 
reftion  in  New  ilampfliire^  where  a  number  of  Andia 
armed  men  furprized  a  fmall  fort,,  called  William  nlmp* 
and  Mary,  imprifoned  the  garrifon,  coniifting  flun. 
only  of  an  olticer  and  five  men,  and  did  not 
releaf&  them  till  they  obtained  potTeffion  of  the 
ordnance,  gunpowder,  and  military  ftores.*^ 

t  In  this  cliaptcr,  reference  has  been  bad  to  the  pApen  bid  before 
piriitment,  the  periodical  pabHcations,  Almonds  coueftion  of  papei^ 
and  Kcnembranccr  {  Stedman,  Andrewfir,  and  Ramfiiy  %  the  hiltorf 
«f  lord  Nordi*»v  adaiinifiiatioDi  and  ^  great  vari^  of  tradt  and 
poipblrtf* 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY- FOURTH: 

1774, 

Vieo}  of  government   ancjl  oppojttion.-^lndc" 
'  pendency  the  real  aim  of  the  Americans.  — 
•  Effect  of  cor  re/ponding  committees.  —  Of 
the  proceedings  in  Majfachti-ffef  s  Bay. -^ Of 
the  acqiiijition  of  Canada.  —  Of  the  proceed^ 
ings  of  congrefs.  —  Of  the  efforts  of  oppoji-^ 
tion.  — Of  the  acts  of  la  ft  feffion.  —  Of  the 
debates  on  them.  —  £,rror  of  conjidering  the 
fax  on  tea  the  real  caufe  of  dijixirbances.  — • 
-  Firji  eff'^cts  of  the  Bojion  port  act.  —  Pub^ 
lications  in  England.-^ Irrefalution  of  mi- 
nijiry.  — DiMlution  of  Parliament,— rT^h 
,jpropojed.~chara8ers  oj  leading  men: — the 
'.  krrd    Chancellor  —  lord   Mansfield —  lord 
Sandwich'^ lord  Hill/borough^^ lord  Gow^ 
er  —  lord  Dartmouth.  —  Lords  in  eppofi- 
Hon :  —  lord    Chatham  —  the    marquis  of 
Rockingham'^ the    duke   of    Richmond— ^ 
lord  Shelburne  "-^  lord  Camden  ^'^  the  dukes 
of  Devojijhire  and  Portland.-^ Principal 
members  of  the  lower  houfe  :  —  Mr.  Rigby 
-^ Sir  Gilbert  Elliott'^ Sir  Grey  Cooper 
.    —  Mr.    Dundas  —  3fr.    Jenkinfon  —  Mr. 
Thurloxv  —  Mr.  IVedderburne. — Oppofition : 
—  Se7yeant  Glynn  - —  Mr.   Dunning  —  Sir 
George  Saville — Mr.  Burke^—Mr.  Charles 
FosVs 

CHAP.    AS  we  are  now  entering  on  the  period  when 
XXIV.    -^^  Great  Britain  was  about  to  commence  a 


1774.  fevere  and  arduous  conteft,  it  will  be  proper 
^ovTin*  briefly  to  review  the  nio>tivcs  and  principles  of 
S^m  aod  action  on  each  fide,  to  gonfider  tne  means  of 
oipoEiion.  informatiw 
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iaformation  which  government  poffefled,    or  char 
iiii^ht  have  obtained,  to  examine  the  theories  y^^^ 
and  arguments  of  oppofition,  and  to  delineate     « 77^ 
the  chief  political  chara6lers  who   fupported 
and  oppugned  the  meafures  of  adminiflratien. 

The  thin  veil  with- which  the  Americans  TheAnt^ 
covered  their  defigns,  rendered  only  a  fmall  ^^|^^ 
decree  of  penetration  neceflary  to  difcover  that  y^dcncyl 
ablolute  independence  was  the  aim  of  the  prin- 
cipal leaders,  that  they  contemplated  a'  revolu-« 
tlon  as  a  glorious  era,  and  were  prepared  ra- 
ther to  plunge  their  country  into  the  hoiTors 
of  civil  A\^ar,  than  renounce  their  favourite  pro- 
]eSt^  Hence  their  complaints  of  grievances 
were  clamorous,  frequent,  and  fpecific,  while 
their  profeflions  of  attachment  and  loyalty 
were  merely  general,  and  attended  with  tio  pre* 
cife  offers  of  conciliation  or  fatisfadion*  The 
range  of  complaint  comprized  in  their  lat^  pe- 
titions and  addrefles,  extended  beyond  the  poffi- 
ble  hope  of  royal  interpofition  or  parliamentary 
redrefs:  no  body  of  men  who  had  formed  or 
fupported  any  adminiftration  fince  1764,  efcap- 
cd  cenfure,  nor  could  any  party  attempt  con- 
ciliation, without  derelidion  of  fome  principle, 
or  the  eftablilhment  of  fome  claim  derogatory 
to  the  intereft  and  honour  of  the  country.  Nor 
was  cordial  conciliation  probable  on  any  terms; 
the  hour  of  feparation  from  the  dominion  of 
parent  land  was  anticipated  with  anxiety; 
America,  flattered  by  political  prophets,  proud 
of  her  ftrength,  her  extenfive  domain,  her 
wealth  and  population,  undoubtedly  increaf- 
ing,  though  greatly  exaggerated  by  the  dema- 
gogues, and  fluflied  with  eager  hope  of  aug- 
menting her  fubjefts  by  immenfe  emigrations 
from  Europe,  bore  with  impatience  the  yoke  of 

fubje6^ioni 
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CFf>«P.  firbjeClion,  adnd  made  ftrenuoiis  exertions  to  ac- 
^JJJ^-    ccferate  the  period  of  emancipation. 

X77A"         The  union,  by  means  of  correfponding  com- 
^rrf!^^    intttees,    effcdted  among  the  colonies,  was  ar 
ponding     dcath  blow  to  the  authority  of  BritaiTi ;  the 
^mraiu     American^  werefenfibleof  the  advantage,  and 
.1$   foon   a!3  the  co-operation   of  all   parts   of 
the  continent  was  infnrcd,  advanced   bolder 
claims,  difcufled  broader  principles  of  govern- 
Bfient,  and  affunicd,  with  lefs  difguife,  the  port 
and  mien  oif  defiance.    The  references  made  in 
their  dedai^ation  to  the  rrglrts  of  nature,  the 
intimation  that  like  their  anceftors,  they  pro- 
ceeded before  the  adoption  of  other  meafures 
to  ftate  their  grievances  and  their  rights  and 
their  freqlucnt  exhortations  to  arms,  all  prove 
that  pkuis  of  revolution  and  refiftance  were  al- 
fcady  meditated   and  digefted.      Motives  of 
commoh  fafety,  when  they  had  once  alfumed 
an  hoftile  pofition,  cemented  the  jarring  in- 
terefts  of  tlie  feveral  colonies,  iind  for  the  time 
fubdued  their  inveterate  jealoufie^. 
Oftiiepro-      Thk  proceedings  in  the  different  provinces, 
jSK  efp^cially  Maffachuffefs  Bay,  before  the  meet- 
Hi's  Bay.    ing  of  congrcfs,  were  calculated  to  alarm  the 
government  of  Great  Britain.      Already  had 
the  legiflators  avowed  that  they  knew  of  no 
authority  in  the  mother-country  to  colleft  a 
revenue,  and  that  fubmiflion  to  afts  of  parlia- 
ment made  in  England,  was  an  inadvertence 
which  ought  to  becorrefted':  thefe  pretenfions 
had  been  fupported  by  violence,   tumult,   and 
defiance;  nor  did  meafures  of  feverity  pro-» 
ducethe  defired  effeft;  refiftance  only  became 
more  general,  and  the   caufe  of  government 
more  hopclefs. 
Cffii€ac.       A  coxTtsT  with  the  colonies  could  not  bQ 
o«!^tC     atlvantagcous  to  Grot  Britain;   a  failure   in 

the 
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^  ultimate  obje6l  would  be  attended  with  chaf. 
great  lofsand  difgrace,  and  faccefs  would  only   .^^ 
produce  difafters  and  damages   in    a  valued     1774* ' 
member  of  the  empire,    which  muft,  in  the 
event  of  a  pacification,,  be  repaid  to  the  injury 
of  the  whole  body.      By  acquiring  the  do- 
minion of  Canada,  Great  Britain,  in  faft,  pro- 
moted the  American  revolution  ;  fo  mlany  fub-^ 
jeSs,  animated  with  a  fpirit  of  independence, 
feeling  their  own  force,  and  exempt  from  every 
fcar»    would   not  be  reftrained   by    a  diftant 
power,  whofe  prote6lion  they  no  longer  needed, 
and  whofe  fway  they  regarded  as  tyrannical. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Britiih  conftitution  is  un-  ofthepro- 
favourable  to  thofe  ftrong  and  prompt  mca-  ^*"|?^ 
feres  wfeich  could  fuddenly  check  and  prevent  ^ 
impending  revolution.  Had  the  government 
been  deipotic,  and  the  Ijeliefts  of  the  fovereign 
the  only  rule  of  law,  the  Americans  might  have 
been  retained  in  fubjeiftion ;  but  while  their 
complaints  and  petitions  were  daily  difcuffed 
in  every  form, '  and  in  all  focieties,  while  their 
agents  were  occupied  in  every  part  of  the  king- 
dom in  conciliating  the  people  to  their^reten- 
fjons,  their  caufe  could  never  fail  in  gaining 
ttcw  partizans.  The  boldnefs  of  a  claim  to  li- 
beity  always  finds  admirers  and  advocates  in 
England ;  the  recollection  of  their  own  ftrug- 
gles  excites  fympathy  in  Britifli  bofoms,  and 
a  fimilar  conteft,  however  unjuftly  commenced, 
or  iniquitoufly  purfued,  will  be  fecure  of  ad- 
herents. Many  of  their  complaints  were  not 
«|evoid  of  plaufibility,  and  many  of  their  pr^- 
tenfions  were  well  founded  in  abftraft  theory, 
however  repugnant  the  whole  mafs  of  their 
claims  might  be  to  any  pra6lical  fyftem.  The 
^extent of difaffeSioa  and  progrefs  of  refiftance, 
itndered  inevitable  ibme  meafures;  the  com- 
plaints 
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CHAP,  plaints  againft  which,  could  be  fupported  bif 
ixiv.    arguments  drawn  from  the  fundamental  prin* 
1774*     ciples  of  the  Britifli  conftitution.     Minifter* 
who,  at  fuch  a  crifiSj  fliould  neglect  ftrong  mea- 
fures,  M'#uld  be  liable  to  reprehenfion,   but  it 
muft  ever  aflbrd  caufe  of  regret,  M'hen  the  tur- 
bulence and  violence  of  the  times  render  any 
deviation  from  thofe  principles  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  maintenance  of  order  and  go- 
vernments 
Of  the  The  efforts  df  oppofitioh  in  the  late  feffion 

mo£tioD.  ^^  parliament,  did  not  benefit  the  American 
caufe  fb  much  in  England  as  in  America ;  the 
adduAion  of  arguments  in  their  favour  in  the 
very  fenate  of  the  country,  whofe  intercft  wa» 
fuppofed  to  confift  in  oppofing  them,  gave  new 
animation  to  their  partisans.  Yet  the  efforts 
of  oppoiition  were  not  calculated  to  amend,  if 
it  was  erroneous,  the  condu£l  of  the  miniften 
The  fyftem  of  parliamentary  oppofition  is  ge-» 
nerally  with  juftice  deemed  a  contefl  for  power, 
in  which  members,  for  the  fake  of  diflrefling 
the  miniftry,  and  acquiring  popularity,  will, 
affume  a  latitude  in  difcuflion,  and  avow  prin* 
ciples  which  do  not  form  the  bafis  of  praftical 
government.  Their  advice  is  never  taken  as 
fincerel^  intended  for  the  advantage  of  the 
minifter,  but  as  an  attempt  to  render  his  pro- 
ceedings odious,  by  Ihewing  that  they  might 
•  have  been  more  wife  and  juft. 
ofthea^if  The  general  concurrence  with  which  the 
«uKici.  ^^{Jqj^  pQrt  aft  was  paffed,  and  the  animated 
declarations  by  feveral  members  of  oppofition, 
that  fevere  meafures  of  caftigation  were  ne* 
ceffary  againfl  the  town  of  Bolton,  were  cal- 
culated, though  perhaps  not  intended,  to  mif-* 
lead  the  minilter.  In  vain  would  that  meafurc 
have  been  fan6lioned.  if  the  charter,  the  fource 

of 
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of  all  the  diforders,  was  left  unaltered :  or  if  c  H  a  F. 
men  difpofed  to  exert  themfelves  in  the  caufe  ^^Z\ 
of  government,  were  delivered  up  unprotected 
to  the  fury  of  thofe  who  conceived  themfelvej 
aggrieved.  Thus  the  two  other  bilU  became 
indifpenfable,  and  the  oppofition  to  their  pro- 
grefs  muft  have  been  regarded  as  a  furprize,  or 
more  probably  a  party  manoeuvre,  as  the  peti- 
tions to  parliament^  and  the  protefts  of  the 
lords,  appeared  written  with  a  fyftematic  con- 
currence of  fentiments  in  decrying  every  mea- 
fure  relative  to  America  fmce  the  llamp  ad 
was  repealed,  and  the  declaratory  law  enabled, 
and  promifmg  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity  if 
the  fame  meafures  were  again  purfued.  But  if 
thefe  politicians  were  fmcere  m  thefe  expecta- 
tions, how  mud  they  have  been  aflonilhed  when 
the  congrefs  declai-ed  their  riglit  of  exemption 
from  all  ads  pafled  (ince  their  colonization  ? 
How  difconcerted  when,  in  the  enumeratioij. 
of  grievances,  the  declaratory  aft  flood  pro- 
minent on  the  lift,  and  was  aifailed  with  great 
afperity  ? 

Prophecies  of  relifiance,  when  made  in  ofthed^i 
general  terms,  were  not  intitled  to  more  credit  ^^  •» 
than  thofe  of  fubnjiffion,  if  certain  relief  were     ^ 
granted;  that  of  Governor  Pownall,*  which 
diiplayed  the  means  and  meafures  of  American 
oppofition,  is  remarkable  for  its  truth  in  detail, 
but  contains  no  principle  by  which  govern- 
ment could  *afcertain  its  correftnefs,  nor  any 
mark  by  which  it  could  be  diftinguiihed  from 
an  imperfeft  information  of  certain  fafts,  and 
adifpofition  to  prognofticate  what  the  prophet 
rather  wilhed  than  expedted.     All  members  ac- 
({uainted  with  America,  whether  adherents  of 

•  See  |)a|;e  107  of  this  folume. 

mijiiftiy 
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•tHAP.  Hiinifti:y  or  oppofition,  conciirred  that  no  na- 
tive military  force  could  refill;  the  troops  of 
Bi'itain:  this  would  have  been  an   impolitic 
and  cowardly  motive  for  urging  hoftilities,  but 
it  was  furely  a  good  ground  for  concluding  that 
a  defperate  and  impolitic  oppofition  to  legal 
autliority,  would  not  be  maintained  with^per- 
feverance:  the  unimpoitance  of  the  fuppofed 
caufe  of  conteft,  and  the  certainty  expreflbd 
by  lord  North,  that,  on  a  fliew  of  fubmiffion, 
conciliatory  meafures  would  be  adopted,  muft 
alfo  have  contributed  to  imprefs  a  belief  that 
the  Americans  Avould  not  riik  a  confli6l  fo  def- 
perate and  unequal. 
Krror  of         It  was  a  great  error  both  in  miniftry  and  op- 
confidcring  pofition  to  regard  the  tea  tax  as  the  caufe  of 
lea  the  real  the  American  difturbanccs;  it  was  indeed  the 
caufe  of      point  On  which  the  conteft  tvith  Great  Britain 
*    ^^'      was  to  be  raifed,  but  not  the  I'epeal  of  that  tax, 
or  any  other  meafure,  fave  fuch  a  general  fyftem 
'as  would  leave  to  the  mother-country   only 
a  nominal  fovercignty^  would   have  reftored 
tranquillity.     In  their    demands   on   govern- 
tnent,   they  avowed  the  full    extent   of  this 
principle,  and  in  marking  the  line  of  their  vo- 
luntary fubjedion,  referved  a  ground  for  future 
tavil,    by  declaring  they  would  fubmit  only 
to  fuch  ads  as  were  bona  fide  intended  for  the 
regulation  of  their  trade. 
Firftcffcat      The  information  received  from;  America  for 
oftheBof.  Tome  time   after  paffing  the  Bofton  port  aft, 
^  P*'"      afforded  the  heft  hopes  of  its  beneficial  etfefts: 
the  non-importation  agreement  recommended 
^.  by  the  people  of  Bofton,  was  faid  to  be  coldly 
received  in  fomc  places,  and  rejcQed  in  others, 
but  in  proportion  to  the  aifrftance  they  obtained 
and  the  rcfolution  they  expreflfed,  their  fpirit 
4iflful^cUtfelf  among  the  colonics;  till  the  general 
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congrefs  completed  the  afcendency  of  difafFec-   chap, 
tion.    Some  of  tlie  governors  gave  hopes  that    xxiv. 
the  popular  rage  would  cool,  others  appreciated     ,7^^ 
more  juftly  the  eife^ls  of  a  contagious  enthu- 
fiafiii,  and  the  governor  of  South  Carolina^  ia 
particular,  drew  an  alarming,  though  juftpic- 
tiii*e.  of  the  confequences  to  be  expefted  from 
the  diffufive  fpirit  of  oppofition.** 

So  important  a  crifis  could  not  fail  of  calling  PuWict. 
forth  great  diverfities  of  political  opinion^  E»Ktod. 
which  were  detailed  through  the  prefs,  and 
formed  the  creeds  of  different  parties*  On  one 
hand  the  fupremacy  of  Britilh  authority,  and 
the  right  to  tax  and  coerce  the  colonies  in 
every  cafe  were  aflerted ;  on  the  other  it.  was 
affirmed,  that  from  the  moment  men  tranf- 
planted  themfelves  from  their  native  fhores, 
and  ceafed  to  be  reprefented  in  the  fenate  of 

b  He  faid,  *'  I  obfenre  with  great  concern,  that  this  fpirit  of  op* 
*<  poittion  to  taxation,  and  iA  confequences,  is  fo  violent,  and  (b 
**  univerial  throughout  America,  that  I  am  apprehenfive  it  will  not 
'*  be  foon  or  eafify  appeafed.  The  general  voice  fpeaks  difcontent» 
**  and  fometimes  in  a  tone  of  defpair,  as  determined  to  (lop  all  ex* 
**  ports  to,  and  imports  from  Great  Britain,  and  even  to-filence  the 
**  courts  of  law,  forefeeing,  but  regardiefs  of  the  ruin  that  muft 
**  attend  themfelves  in  that  cafe ;  content  to  change  a  comfortable 
"  for  a  pariimonious  life,  to  be  Satisfied  with  the  few  wants  of  na« 
**  ture,  if  by  their  fufferings  they  can  bring  Great  Britain  to  feel. 

**  This  is  the  language  of  the  mod  violent,  others  think  it  is  go- 
*<  ing  too  far  i  and  the  moft  violent  too  often  prevail  over  the  moft 
"  moderate.  When  man  ihall  in  general  lay  ahde  the  hopes  of  get- 
*'  ting  ricbes,  and  abandon  the  employments  of  agriculture,  com- 
*'  merce,  and  mechanic  labour,  what  turn  their  leifure  time  under 
**  fuch  eircumftances  may  take,  I  fubmit  to  your  lordfliip*s  know- 
"  ledge  of  hillory,  and  of  the  human  mind.  Such  fudden  and  great 
'*  changes  in  the  manners  of  an  extended  thriving  people,  among 
**  whom  the  gazettes  are  filled  with  fuch  variety  of  articles  for  luxu- 
<<  ry,  is  fcarce  credible,  though  poAibie ;  but  the  continuance  of  it 
**  very  improbable.  The  firft  account  of  the  refult  of  cotig^refs  at 
**  Philadelphia,  may  reach  your  lordfliips  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
<*  ber.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  make  this  true  and  faithful  reprefeo- 
^  tation  of  the  difpofition  and  temper  of  the  people,  however  dif« 
**  agreeable  it  may  appear,  and  to  confide  in  the  royal  wifdom  for 
»  the  remedy/'  See  governor  BulPt  Letter  to  the  tarl  of  Dart* 
m«itb»  dated  3it  Julyi  1774^ 

VOL.  II.  N  their 
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CHAP,  their  country,  tlie  duty  of  obedience  ceafedj 
XXIV.    every  aft  or  fovereignity  in  the  parent  ftate 


«774«  was  abfolute  tyranny,  and  ought  to  be  reiifted. 
Thefe  extreme  doftnnes  were  argued  with  great 
wamith,  but  little  effed;.  their  eftablifbnient 
would  neceflarily  dei)end  on  other  refources 
than  mere  words,  and  as  the  writers  drew  their 
materials  from  fourcea  widely  different,  and 
reafoned  from  principles  diametrically  oppo^ 
fite,  no  medium  could  be  imagined  by  which 
their  opinions  could  be  fo  reconciled,  as  to  form 
a  guide  to  peace  without  dereliftion  of  national 
honour,  and  what  had  ever  been  confid€red  na- 
tional  property. 

The  quefiion,  In  what  manner  the  exigency 
of  the  times  ihould  be  encountered  ?  occafioned 
more  inftruftive  and  intereiltng  difcuffions. 
Thofe  who  rather  led  than  followed  the  Aniens 
'  cansy  in  denying  the  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, recommended  abje^  and  total  fubmiffioa 
on  the  part  of  the  mother-country  i  tliey  pro- 
pofed  to  withdraw  the  Ihips  and  troops  from 
their  ihores,  and  owning  their  right  to  a  fepa* 
rate  government^  receive  with  hutnilit^  at  the 
bands  of  thofe  who  were  fo  lately  conudered  as 
fubiefts,  an  amneily  for  pad  wrongs,  and  a  pre- 
carious friendflup,  and  cqnditional  alliance,  in 
future. 

Those  who  were  more  covert  advocates  of 
the  caufe  of  American  indepeudence,  who  af«- 
fefted  to  confider  taxation  as  the  only  grievance 
complained  of,  adyifed  a  complete  abandon^ 
ment  of  all  views  oi  revenue,  and  a  reftoration 
of  the  political  relations  of  the  two  countries^ 
as  they  flood  at  the  clofe  of  the  late  war.  This 
was  the  faihionable  doftrinc  of  parliamentary 
t^^pofitipo,  and  was  recommended  through  tho 
fret%  by  fentiments  of  peace  and  conciliation 

an<l 
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and  by  aflurances  of  retaining  the  greateil,  and  chap. 
moil  eflTential  fourcc  of  Britilh  opulence.  Some  ^^^, 
differences  prevailed  even  among  thefe  writers,  *774* 
refpefting  the  meafures  to  be  adopted,  if  conci^ 
liatory  efforts  failed;  all  appeared  to  confider 
the  thunder  of  Britifh  vengeance  as  infallibly 
fure  to  ftrike  to  earth  a  contumacious  fpirit  of 
refiftance,  but  few  had  the  magnanimity,  like 
lord  Chatham,  to  record  their  opinion  of  its  ex^ 
pediency,  if  inquired.  The  progreis  of  events, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  year,  made  it  apparent,  that 
no  facrifices  which  Great  Britain  could  make^ 
lefs  than  an  abfolute  dereli6tion  of  all  authority, 
vrould  be  attended  with  the  deiired  effect,  and 
therefore  the  counfels  of  this  clafs  of  reafoners 
were  daily  in  lefs  repute,  and  confidered  as  dif- 
tempered  fpeculations. 

One  writer  alone,^  well  verfed  in  hiftory, 
commerce,  and  politics,  penetrated  into  the  true 
queftion  in  difpute,  vrnd  the  probable  refults: 
he  faw  that  the  flruggle  was  in  fa£t  maintained 
for  independence;  a  long  war  would  be  ne*^ 
ceflary  to  enable  Great  Britain  to  obtain  her 
former  afcendency,  but  the  expence  of  fuch  a 
conteil  would  more  than  countervail  all  the  ad* 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  an  enforced  and 
Allien  fubmiflion,  unaccompanied  with  cordial 
efteem,  or  a  real  defire  to  promote  the  intereft 
of  the  mother-country.  He  eftimated  juftl^ 
the  natural  and  legiflative  right  of  Great  Bri* 
tain,  and  expofed  in  ftriking  colours  the  fkU 
lacy  of  reafoning,  by  which  American  ingrati- 
tude aiid  contumacy  were  vindicated :  his  ad* 
vice  was  bold  and  decilive ;  to  avoid  the  ex« 
pence  and  difficulties  of  protracted  boftilttie^ 
aod  Uie  dangers  of  fpeculative  difcuffiona,  by 

«  Dr»  Tucker^  dcia  «f  Otovciiir* 

ir  ft  throwing 
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CHAP,  throwing  off  at  once  the  conneftion  witli  Ame* 
^^^\  rici,  giving  her  the  independence  (he  coveted, 
1774*  and  leaving  her  ta  defend,  provide,  legiflate, 
and  form  alliances  for  herfelf.  This  projeft  was 
no  lefs  wife  than  noble;  but  was  utterly  ini* 
prafticable  in  a  deliberative  government,  like 
that  of  Britain,  where  refponiibility  is  attached 
to  advice,  and  where  the  people  had  been  taught 
to  affix  fo  high  a  value  on  the  American  con- 
nexion. The  moft  ambitious  and  daring  of 
mankind  would  not  have  ventured  to  accept 
the  fituation  of  minifter,  on.  condition  of  en- 
forcing fuch  a  plan. 

The  miniftry  were  fully  imbued  with  the 
t>pinions,  currently  entertained,  of  the  great  im* 
portance  of  America;**  and  feeling,  with  juft  con- 
fcioufnefs,  the  valour  and  refources  of  the  mo* 
ther-country,  were  more  ready  to  accede  to  the 
arguments  f)f  a  fourth  clafs  of  reafoners,  who 
recommended,  that  concellion  on  the  part  of 
America  fliould  precede  any  effort  at  concilia* 
tion  by  Great  Britain.  If  the  focial  compaA 
between  the  tMo  countries  muft  be  new  mo- 
delled, the  mother-country  Ihould  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  difpcnfing  her  benevolence,  and  not 
*  be  compelled,  reluctantly,  to  concede  extorted 
claims.  Rather  than  be  thus  degraded,  ihe 
ought  to  afiume  all  the  terrors  of  indignation^ 

4  On  this  fubje£(,  lord  Dartmouth,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  colo* 
BteSy  ufed  the  following  expreflionst  in  a  letter  to  general  Gage,  dated 
'3d  June,  1774.  **  Ihe  conititutional  authciity  of  this  kingdom 
'<  over  its  colonies  mult  be  vindicated,  and  its  laws  obeyed  through- 
V  out  the  whole  empire.  Not  only  ic«  dignity  and  reputation,  but 
•*  its  power,  nay,  its  very  exigence  depends  npon  the  prefent  mo- 
*<  ment ;  for  fhould  ihofe  ideas  of  inclependence,  which  Tome  dan- 
<'  gerous  and  ill-defigning  peribns  here  are  anfully  endeavouring^  to 
*'  jnlHl  into  the  minds  of  the  Icing's  American  I'ubjcfls,  once  take 
*  root,  that  relation  between  this  king«iom  and  its  colonics,  which  it 
«*  the  bond  of  peace  and  power,  will  foon  ccafc  lo  cxilt,  and  deft  rue - 
*'  tion  muft  follow  difumon*** 
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jvllrain  the  fa6iiouSy  awe  the  tprbulent,  and  pu-  chap^ 
niOi  the  guilty.  .  y^^ 

The  neceffitv   of  recurring  to  arms,  wto,     «77*- 
however,  regai'cled  with  alarm  and  extreme  re-  f-^^of*jJ,u 
ludhince.     Heuce  the  minifny  temporized,  till  niitry. 
the  fpirit  of  fadion  had  gained  too  great  a 
height  to  be  effeftually  fupprelled,   and  dif- 
cordant  fentiments,  relative  to  the  employment 
of  force,  or  the  trial  of  conciliatory  methods 
prevailed  even  in  the  cabinet,  palfied  the  vi- 
gour of  government,  and  gave  an  air  of  inde* 
cifion  to  all  their  proceedings.   Their  feverities 
confequently  failed  to  impart  terror,  and  the  • 
Americans,  inftead  of  returning  to  their  duty, 
cheerfully  braved  diHiculties,  and  even  courted 
hoftilities. 

,  I  Br  the  courfe  of  the  autumn^  the  parliament  |?*J??*^* 
was  fuddenly  diflblved.  tion  of  p«r. 

Befobe  this  event  tefts  had  been  propofed  liamcnt. 
in  many  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs,  calcu*  jwfci'^** 
lated  to  bind  the  reprefentatives  to  fupport  or 
refill  certain  meafures:  this  unconilitutional 
and  pernicious  pra6Uce  was  not  general,  and 
was  frequently  reje^^ed,  even  by  thofe  candi* 
dates  who  might  be  fuppofed  moft  anxious  for 
popularity.  Wilkes,  who  was  ele6ted  to  repre- 
fent  the  county  of  Middlefex,  at  a  meeting  of 
freeholders,  conjunctively  with  his  colleague, 
ferjeant  Glynn,  propofed  and  figned  a  tcft,  con- 
taining moft  of  the  articles  of  the  popular 
creed.  Although  the  notices  of  eledion  were 
extremely  iho\%  the  contefts  in  many  parts  of 
the  kingdom  were  nmintained  with  great  fpirit 
and  perfeverance,  and  many  member-s  of  the, 
former  parliament  rejedled. 

The  houfe  of  lords  contained,. at  this  period,  Cinniaeft 
many  memberis  of  diftinguiih^d  abilities;  wha  ^^^^^"S 

n  3  fupported  °*'** 
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Chap,  fiipported  the  meafures  of  ^overament   Lord 
J™J^    Apsley,  afterwards  earl  of  Bathurft,  filled  the 
1774-     office  of  chancellor:  he  had  pafied  through  the 
'E^^^^j.  labours  of  his  profeffion  with  reputation,  filling 
*  fucceffively  the  pofts  of  folicitor  and  attorney- 
general  to  Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  and  of 
attorney-general  to  the  princefs  dows^er:  in 
1 754  he  was  made  a  judge  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas,  and  in  1771  received  the  great  feal, 
after  being  one  of  the  commiiTioners  from  the 
death  of  Mr.  Charles  Yorke.      His  eloquence 
was  clear  and  methodical,  but  his  views  of  po- 
litics were  not  extenfive,  nor  his  exertions  in 
debate  frequent,  or  eflentially  ferviceable. 
Jjitd  William  Earl  of  Mansfield,  lord  chief 

MaotficM.  Juftice  of  the  king's  bench,  had  long  main- 
tained an  unrivalled  reputation  as  a  lawyer, 
and  an  exalted  chara6ler  as  a  ftatefman.  He 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  and 
conftitution  of  England,  verfed  in  the  pra6iice 
of  its  laws,  and  enlightened  by  all  the  informa- 
tion neceffary  to  fonn  a  comparifon  and  conec- 
tion  between  them,  and  the  beil  of  ancient  and 
modem  fyftems.  He  obtained  a  feat  in  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  the  year  17412,  when  he 
was  in  his  thirty*eighth  year,  his  faculties  no 
Jefs  matured  by  experience  than  improved  by 
iludy.  H^  commenced  his  parliamentary  ca- 
reer as  afupporter  of  lord  Bath's  admin iibration, 
which  was  vehemently  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pittj 
and  his  eloquence  was  no  lefs  celebrated  in  the 
ienate  than  at  the  bar.  His  language  was  na« 
tural,  yet  elegant,  arranged  witn  method,  and 
applied  with  the  utmoil  mgenuity ;  his  images 
were  often  bold,  always  juft;  his  eloquence 
flowing,  perfpicuous,  convincing,  and  impref? 
^vc.  He  w^a  endowed  wjth  9^  moft  retentive 
a  memory, 
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tnemory,  which  rendered  his  replies  irrefiftible,  chap. 
Jfrom  the  facility  of  lepelling  the  arguments  of  ^}!^ 
his  adverfaries,  and  expofing  their  fallacy,  »774. 
weaknefsy  or  aiifurdity.  He  affeded  no  fallies 
of  imagination  or  burils  of  paifion,  but  made 
his  appeal  rather  to  the  reafon  than  the  feel- 
ings, and  did  not  even,  when  attacked,  conde* 
fcend  to  perfonal  abufe  or  petulant  altercatioq. 
His  fpeeches  were  characterized  by  acutenefsi 
and  recommended  by  clearnefs  and  candour; 
his  reafoning  introducing  itfelf  fo  eafily  into 
the  minds  ox  his  hearers,  as  to  convey  informa- 
tion and  convi6iion;  occafionally  forming  a 
continual  chain ;  and  fometimes  feparat^  into 
reg^ar  divifions.  His  manner  was  moderate 
and  decent,  notprefuming  anddidatorial;  but 
expreifive  of  that  dignity  which,  arifin^  from 
fuperiority,  does  not  produce  difguftt  l^ough 
of  low  nature,  his  perfon  was  remarkable  ror 
eafe  and  grace;  he  pofl'efled  a  piercing  eye,  ^ 
voice  finely  toned;  his  adion  was  at  once  ele? 
gant  and  dignified,  and  his  countenance  replete 
with  fire  and  vivacity*  He  fupported  through 
life  the  utmoil  confiftency-of  political  condu^ 
never  courting  popular  applauie,  fo  much  as 
the  a^robation  of  the  wife  and  good,  yet  not 
intimidated  by  tlie  appearance  of  danger,  or 
the  fury  of  party,  from  purfuing  that  condUift, 
or  enforcing  thofe  fentiments  which  were  dic- 
tated bv  his  own  conviction.  Too  mild  to  be 
the  leader,  too  wife  to  be  the  dupe  of  any  partv, 
he  was  believed  to  fpeak  his  own  fenfe  of  pub^ 
lie  meafures;  the  houie  of  lords  paid  greater  de^ 
ference  to  his  authority  than  to  that  of  any 
other  individual;  and  he  was  frequently  con* 
fulted  by  the  kinff.  The  perfpicaciouseye  of 
mvy  and  jealoufy  could  tiot  eftablUU  a  fault 
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CHAP,   in  his  political  conduft,*  and  malignity  was 
^^^   reduced  to  the  imiferable  refource  of  extorting 
1774-      from  his  defcent  the  means  of  indheft  implica* 
tion,  imputing  to  him  thofe  attachments  and 
principles  by  which  his  relatives  were  influ- 
enced ;  but  which  he  had  not,  in  his  juridical 
or  fenatorial  capacity,  ever  adopted.      Lord 
Mansfield  was  a  confpicuous  and  conftant  fup- 
porter  of  adminiftration  in  the  American  con- 
teft:    in  the  year  1766,  he  had  delivered  his 
opinions  on  the  fubjeft  of  Britifli  authority,  and 
American  refiftance,  in  the  houfe  of  lords^  and 
the  judgment.he  then  profefled,  appears  always 
to  have  fwayed  him  in  every  fubfequent  crifis.' 
jLord  Thk  Eabl  OF  Sandwich,  firft  lord  of  the 

^4wich.  admiralty,  was  a  veteran  in  parliamentary 
conteft,  and  official  employ,  having  taken  his 
feat  in  the  honfe  of  lords  in  1 739.  He  joined 
the  duke  of.  Bedford,  in  his  oppoiition  to  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  and  continued  with  the  duke 
in  oppofition  to  the  fucceeding  adminiftration. 
On  the  formatibn  of  the  broad-bottom  mini- 
ftry  in  1744,  he  was  appointed  a  lord  of  the 
admiralty;  and  in  1746,  plenipotentiaiy  at  the 
congreis  of  Breda,  in  which  charafter,  m  r 748, 
be  figoed  th^  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.     Ojjl 

tt  He  ]va8  fevwely  attacked  by  Wilkes,  Jnnitie,  Andrew  Stuarti 

and  others ;  bur  even  when  party  rage  was  highefty  their  efFortt  pro- 
duced only  a  clamour  pf  the  populace :  men  of  found  judgment,  in 
t^if  rank  and  of  all  parties,  have  finoe  concurred  in  acknvwledg* 
ing  the  futility  of  the  a^cufiitions. 

f  ««  Proceed  then,  my  lords*',  he  fatd,  "  with  fpirit  and  firmneftt 
<*  and  wrhen  you  (hall  have  edabliJhed  your  authority,  it  will  then  be 
«  time  to  ihev7  your  lenity".  See  Holliday'^s  Life  of  I,ord  Mans- 
field. 

K  This  delineation  is  derived  from  tlie  charaflers  of  lord  Mans^ 
field,  by  biftiop  Newton,  Dr.  Johnfon,  biihop  of  Worceftcr,  and 
various  other  authorities  col|e£led  by  Holliday,  in^  his  Life  of  Loni 
Manikfi^Id,  P-45^*  e(feq.|  afi4  froiQ  private  ii)fonnsuioiv» .. 

bi3 
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his  return  he  was  appointed  firft  lord  of  the  ad-  chap,. 
miralty,  and  a  privy  counfellor.     He  was  re-   ^^ 
moved  in  175.1,  but  regained  an  official  fitua-     i774» 
tlon  in   1755,    when  he  was  conftituted  joint 
vice-treafurer  of  Ireland.     He  refisrned  this  of* 
fice  in  1763,  on  beins:  nominated  enibaliadot 
extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Spain,  but  hi» 
perfonal  fervices  were  not  exerted  in  that  fitua- 
tion,  and  he  was  again,  in  1 763,  appointed  firft 
lord  of  the  admiralty.     In  the  duke  of  Bed- 
ford's adminifl!ration  he  held  the  feals  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate;  on  the  diflblution  of  that  miniftry, 
in  1765,  was  again  out  of  office  till  1 768,  when 
he  became  joint  poftmafter-general ;   on   the 
termination  of  the  Grafton  adminiftration,  in 
1770,  he  received  the  feals  of  the  home  depart- 
menty  and  in  1771  was  again  appointed  firft        ^ 
lord  of  the  admiralty.     In  all  his  official  fitua- 
tionSy  lord  Sandwich  difplayed  great  vigour  and 
judgment,   in  intioducing  reform,   economy, 
and  activity;   in  the  admiralty  tbofe  qualities 
were  peculiarly  required,  as  fmce  the  conclu- 
fion  OT  the  late  war  great  negligence  had  pre- 
vailed, infomuch  that,  at  the  period  of  the  dif- 
pute  with  Spain,  refpefting  Falkland's  Iflands, 
it  was  much  doubted  whether  the  naval  force 
of  Great  Britain  could  cope  with  that  of  the 
Bourbon   family.    The  good  effefts  of  lord 
Sandwich's  exertions  were  perceptible  in  1 773, 
when  the  menaces  of  a  Britifli  armament  were 
fufficient  to  deter  France  from  engaging  in  the 
war  between  Kuffia  and  the  Porte;   but  the 
complete  re-eftablifliment  of  a  marine  force, 
after  a  long  period  of  indolence,  negligence, 
and  improvidence,  accompanied  with  that  par- 
fimony,  which  incurs  infinitely  more  expence 
than  it  avoids,  was  a  talk  of  great  labour,  and 
lequired  time  for  its  completion.    The  intro- 
duction 
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pHAP.  du6tion  of  care  and  fubordination  in  depart* 
^}^    ments  where  M'afte  and  difi'egard  of  difcipline 
»774-     had  long  prevailed,  created  matiy  perfonal  ene- 
mies,   and  none  of  the  miniftry  experienced 
more  fevere  and  frequent  attacks  than  the  firft 
lord   of  the  admiralty.     In  debate  he  M'as  ra- 
ther able  and   intelligent,  than  brilliant  and 
eloquent;  his  arguments  were  ftrongly  pointed, 
and  his  fpeeches  diftinguiilied  for  found  fenfe 
and  appropriate  knowledge.       His    unruffled 
temper  gave  him  great  advantages  in  the  refu- 
tation of  charges,  and  the  houfe  liflened  to  him 
with"  great  attention,  from  a  convi&ion  that 
he  was  not  an  obtrufive  orator,  but  fpoke  only 
when  he  poifefTed  eflential  and  exctuiive  in- 
,,   formation, 
ro^i^if.      The  Earl  of  Hillsborough,  though  no 
****^"^^'    longer  fecretary  of  ft  ate  for  the  colonies;^  con- 
tinued to  give  his  advice  and  aififtance  to  the 
mini  ft  ry .    He  fupported  their  proceedings  with 
zeal,  firmuefs,  and  ability  ;  his  experience  ren- 
dered him  a  competent  judge  of  the  great  to- 
pics of  difpute,   and  in  debate^  he  rendered 
readv  and  efVetlual  fervices. 
^^  The  meafures  of  government  were  officially 

^*  fupported  by  Earl  Gower,  lord  prefident  of 
the  council,  who  obtained  a  feat  m  the  houfe 
of  commons  in  1744,  and  everfince  that  period 
had  been  a  diftinguiflied  member  of  the  lenate, 
and  filled  feveral  offices  of  refpedlability:  the 
LwTDart.  Earl  OF  DARTMOUTH,  fccretavy  of  ftate  for 
»««^*  •  the  colonies,  who  chiefly  confined  himfelf  to 
the  details  of  otfice  and  explanations  required 
in  the  courfe  of  debate :  and  for  feme  time  bv 
the  Duke  of  Grafton,  lord  privy  feal. 

^  Derived  principally  from  memoirs  of  lord  S^dwicb«  by  tbf^ 
Kev*  John  Cooke»  M.  A. 

The 
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The  oppofitioti  ^vas  formidable  on  account  chap* 
of  acknowledged  talent,  and  the  extenfive  po-  »^^^\ 
pularity  of  many  of  its  members.  1^74. 

Thk  Earl  of  Chatham,  feeming  to  ac-  ^^^•l" 
quire  new  vigour  from  the  importance  of  the  iSI^chatl 
crifis,  was  indefatigable  in  expofmg  to  cenfare  ^^*^ 
the  condu£t  of  adminiftration.     His  declining 
fun  fhone  with  meridian  fplendour,  and  never 
were    his    extraordinary    faculties    difplayed' 
with  greater  energy  than  during  the  American 
conte(t*     The  popularity  and  fuccels  of  lib 
own   adminiftration ;   the  regard   due  to   his 
years,  and  the  integrity  of  his  charafter,  mad^ 
him  the   moil  confpicuous  of  parliamentary 
fpeakers.     His  obfervations  were  repeated  by 
the  public  with  the  profoundeft  veneration,  and 
even   his  opponents  in  parliament  frequently 
mollified  their  difference  of  fentiment,    by  a 
complimentary  tribute  to  his  charafier  and  abi-^ 
lities,  and  a  fort  of  indire6i  apology  for  not  co- 
inciding in  judgment  with  him. 

With  thofe  who  confidered  the  taxation  of  Thcnww 
America  as  the  fole  caufe  of  the  exifting  dif-  ^^^ 
putes,  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  had  banw'^" 

i  The  eloquence  and  manner  of  the  earl  of  Chatham,  are  aiknitw 
ably  characterized  in  an  eztraft  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Scillingfleet  to 
Dr.  Dampier,  afterwards  dean  of  Dui-ham,  which  I  did  not  receive 
titi  the  chapter  relating  the  event  to  which  it  refers  had  pafled  dirotigh 
the  preft.  London,  November  17^  lySi.  *'  Mr.  Aldworth  was  at 
'<  the  houfe  laft  Friday.  Pitt  was  greater  than  ever :  he  is  a  moft 
**  wonderful  smn;  I  qpeftion .  whether  there  ever  was  fo  complete 
«  an  orator  fince  Demofthenes  i  every  attitude,  every  a£Vion,  everj 
**  look,  every  tone  of  voice  was  a  maAer-piece,  to  fay  nothing  of  his 
**  words.  It  was  perhaps  the  moft  ticklifli  and  trying  fituation  man 
f*  ooQld  be  in  }  yet  be  acquitted  himfeif  almoft  without  cenfure.  In 
'*  Ikort  he  may  take  penfions,  and  titles,  and  refxgn  at  a  critical  junc- 
'*  ture,  and  talk  imprudently  of  guiding,  &cr— it  is  alt  nothing, 
<«  when  once  he  is  bard.  You  remember  perhaps  how  MSckmm 
*<  endeavoured  to  give  an  idea  of  the  power  of  Demofthenes  to  the 
9*  Rhodians  when  he  was  banilhed:  He  is  fuch  a  man,  (aid  ^fchi. 
f*  nes,  that  were  I  to  wreftle  and  throw  hun,  he  would  perfuade  you 
H  aUtbathedutvroMu'^ 

the 
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CHAT,  the  greateft  claim  to  popularity:  his  adminif- 
^j^^^Xj  tJ'atioo,  though  fliort,  produced  feveral  mea- 
1774*  Aires  calculated  to  gratify  the  public.  He  is 
defcribedby  Burke,'  as  a  perfon  of  found  prin- 
ciplec^  enlargement  of  mind,  clear  and  fagaci- 
ous  fenfe,  and  uniliaken  fortitude.  Theie 
qualities  fecured  many  adherents;  but  their 
effect  was  diminiilied  by  a  ^leficiency  in  par* 
liamentary  eloquence :  he  feldom  took  a  ihare 
in  the  debates,  even  to  defend  his  own  admi* 
niftration ;  fpoke  with  an  air  of  embarralTment, 
and  in  fo  low  a  tone  of  voice  as  fcarcely  to  bQ 
beard. 
Theduko  The  Duke  OF  RiCHHOND  was  an  active 
jJJ^**"  and  indefatigable  opponent  of  adminiftration. 
In  the  Rockineham  miniflry  he  held  the  feals 
of  fecretary  ot  ftate;  and  was,  in  1766,  ap- 
pointed miniiler  plenipotentiary  to  the  court 
of  France.  He  pofiefled  coniiderable  abilities, 
improved  by  laborious  perfeverance  and  the 
alfociations  ipcident  to  a  military  life.  lu 
every  debate  he  feized  fome  cenfurable  point, 
which  he  attacked  with  force  and  obftiuacy* 
In  debate  he  evinced  a  prompt  and  decifive 
mind  ;  his  reprobation  of  the  meafures  of  ad- 
miniftration was  never  qualified  in  terms  or 
manner,  but  always  calculated  to  convince 
the  hearers  that  it  was  the  genuine  offspring  of 
conviction. 
tordSheU  The  £arl  OF  Shelburne  pofleffed  ready 
*^*^"**  powers  of  argumentation,  applied  himfelf  to 
the  commercial  and  political  relations  of  Great 
Britain,  and  was  well  verfed  in  foreign  affairs. 
He  was  firft  lord  of  trade  during  the  duke  of 
Bedford's  adminiftration  in  1763,  and,  under 
the  aufpices  of  lord  Chatham,  by  whom  he  was 

k  Speech  on  Amencan  taxation  (  Bufke^i  workt^  toI*  L  b.  ^S« 

held 
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held  m  high  eftimation,  filled  the  office  pf  fe-  chaf. 
Cretan^  of  (late.  JE^^l  • 

The  Earl  of  Camix,en  was  the  principal  »774- 
law  lord  in  oppofition,  afid  his  exertions  were  J^'^J*^^*"* 
of  the  utmoft  importance.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Iwufe  of  commons  from  the  year  1754, 
till  December  I76i,  when  he  was  appointed 
chief  juftice  of  the  common  pleas.  In  that 
court  he  prefided  with  dignity,  firmnefs^  and 
impartiality :  his  popularity  was  eflabliihed  by 
the  memorable  queftions  relative,  to  Wilkes, 
and  confiderably  augmented  by  his  oppofition 
to  the  American  war.  His  legiflative  informa- 
tion was  recommended  by  a  nervous  and  per- 
fuafive  eloquence.  He  was  perfonally  attached 
to  lord  Chatham,  to  whom  he  was  indebted  for 
his  advancement,  and  during  whofe  adminif- 
tratton  he  was  elevated  to  the  dignity  of  lord 
chancellor. 

The  Dukes  of  Devonshire  and  Port-  ThcdukH 
LAND  feldom 'addreffed  thehoufe;  the  former  fl,ir/][^" 
often  compeufated  for  filence  by  a  few  words  Portland, 
of  fingular  force  and  neatnefs ;  they  joined  in 
tlie  important  protefts,   and  affifted  the  party 
with  all  the  weight  of  their  connexion  and  per- 
fonal  influence;  and  were  both  highly  refpedled 
by  the   public   for  independence    and    inte- 
grity. 

Th  e  lower  houfe  exhibited  an  unufual  affera-  In  tht 
blage  of  abilities  on  both  fides.  |^^ 

Mr.  RiOBT,  paymafter  of  the  forces,  was  a  Mr.Rigbr 
manly  and  intrepid  fpe^iker.     Sir  Gilbert  SjrGiibcft 
Elliott,  endowed  with  firm  and  manly  fenfe,  ^'^*®"* 
and  clearnefs  in  detail,  highly  advantageous 
in  debate ;  and  Sir  Grey  Cooper  rendered  fJT®'*' 
eflfential  fervices  by  knowledge  of  bufinefs,  fa-       ^* 
cility  in  debate,  and  a  ftri^  attention  to,  and  ac-* 
curate  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  finance: 

he 


igO  HISTOTIY   OP  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  he  eiyoyed  the  full  confidence  of  the  miniftcr, 
XXIV.    under  whofe  aufpices  he  was  introduced  into 
1774.     parliament,  and  to  whom  he  remained  invaria- 
hly  attached. 
Mr.  Dun-      Mr.  DuxDAS,  lord  advocatc  of  Scotland, 
^■•^         had  acquired  confiderable  eminence  by  his  pro- 
ficiency in  the  civil  and  common  law,  bv  ap- 
plication, and  by  the  order  which  he  introduced 
into  all  the  affairs  of  office.      Although  he 
feemed  to  lie  under  fome  difadvantages  from 
his  native  accent,  yet  few  were  heard  with 
greater  attention :  he  was  an  able  and  fpirited 
debater,  never  Ihrinkin^  from  the  queftion, 
and  declaring  his  opinions  with  manly  firm* 
ncfs,  without  the  ^omp  of  ftudied  phrafeology, 
or  the  elare  of  rhetorical  ornament. 
Mr.|eo-        Mr.  Jenkinson, fubfequently  lord  Hawkef- 
ki»fi«.      bury,  and  earl  of  Liverpool,  firft  attraded  pub- 
lic notice  by  a  treatife  on  the  conduA  of  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain,  in  refpeft  to 
Neutral  Nations ;  he  was  verfed  in  the  con- 
fiitution  of  the  kingdom,  applied  himfelf  to 
commercial  and  political  quemons,  and  fpoke 
with  correftnefs  and  precifion.     He  fate  in  two 
preceding  parliaments,  and  his   mei'its   were 
acknowledged  by  various  minifters.     In  1766, 
during  lord  Chatham's  adminiflration,  he  M*aa 
appointed   a  lord  of  the  admiralty;  and   in 
177S,  joint  vice-trcafurer  of  Ireland. 

The  principal  members  of  the  robe  who 
iiipported  adminiftration,  befides  Sir  Flet- 
cher Norton,  the fpeaker,  wereThurlow  and 
Wedderburne. 
Mr.Tiiur-  Thurlow  was  nervous,  impreffive,.  and  riia^ 
^  jeftic,  and  delivered  the  lefoiute  didates  of  a 
fuperior  intelle£t,  without  foliciting  applaufe; 
From  him  truth  appeared  above  the  aid  of 
art;  and   the  ^judgment  was  fummooed   to 

yield 
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yield  without  aa  appeal  to  tlie  iiiterveation  chap, 
of  fancy.  xxiv. 

Wedd£iiburne  was  acute,  perfpicuous,  ele-  1774-. 
gaat,  and  perfuafive ;  he  alternately  effayed  the  J^^ J^ 
force  of  reafon,  and  the  charms  of  eloquence; 
fometimes  attacking  the  judgment  with  refined 
argument,  at  other  times  appealing  to  the 
fancy  with  the  powers  of  wit,  and  graces  of 
elocution. 

The  moft  diftinguiflied  lawyei'S  in  oppofition . Oppofidoii, 
were  ferjeant  Glynn  and  Dunning.     Glynn  Serjeant 
became  member  foi*  Middlefex  in  confequence  ^^y*^ 
of  bis  exertions  in  behalf  of  Wilkes,  and  to  the 
fame  caufe  may  be  attributed  his  attaining  the 
record erfliip  of  London  in  1 772,     He  was  uot  a 
frequent  fpeaker,    but  generally  engaged   ia 
popular  queftions,  and  delivered  his  fentiments 
with  contiderable  eloquence  and  decifive  bold- 
Bef&.     His  health  was  already  much  impaired, 
and  an  early  death  deprived  his  party  of  his 
fupport« 

Dunning  had  long  enjoyed  a  highreputa-  Mr^Dwi* 
lion  at  the  bar,  and  filled  Uie  office  of  folicitor-  *"'** 
general.  He  united  a  perfeft  knowledge  of 
the  law  with  a  liberal  view  of  politics.  The 
meajinefs  of  his  figure,  the  ungracefulnels  of 
his  a^ion,  and  monotony  of  his  voice,  were  all 
loft  in  the  rapidity  of  his  conceptions^  the  flu- 
ency of  his  words,  the  flafhes  of  his  wit,  and 
the  fubtlety  of  his  arguments. 

Sir  Gsorge  Savile,  who  in  the  prefent  sir  George 
and  two  preceding  parliaments,  reprefcnted  the  ^*^*^ 
county  of  York,  was  refpeded  for  the  foundnefi 
of  his  underilanding,  the  firmnefs  of  his  prin- 
ciples^  and  the  integiity  of  his  motives.  Pof- 
felTed  of  a  large  fortune,  and  never  having  ac<- 
cepted  any  official  fit  nation,  he  was  not  fup* 
pofed  tQ  be  influenced  by  views  of  ambition ; 

hi« 
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CH  AP»  his  oppofition  was  conilant  and  vigorous,  and 
XXIV.     he  was  confidercd  at  the  head  of  the  country 

^7^    gentlemen  in  the  minority. 

Colonel  Colonel  Barree' joined  to  a  practical  ac- 

'^'^  quaintance  with  affairs,  a  bold  and  nervous 
eloquence.  He  reafoned  or  ridiculed;  rolled 
the  deep-toned  thunder  of  patriotic  denuncia- 
tion, or  uttered  fallies  of  farcaftic  animadver- 
fion,  with  equal  readinefs  and  equal  effefi^. 

Mr,Biirke.  BuRKE  came  into  parliament  under  the  im- 
mediate aufpices  of  the  marquis  of  Rocking- 
ham, to  whom  he  was  introduced  merely  by 
the  reputation  of  thofe  learned  and  admirable 
publications,  which  at  an  early  period  fixed  his 
lame  on  an  enviable  eminence*  He  was  lord 
Ilockingham's  confidential  political  advifer, 
and  on  his  judgment  and  addrefs  the  proceed-* 
ings  of  the  anti-minifterial  party  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  depended.  Burke  enjoyed  the  rare  ad- 
vantage of  being  equally  eloquent  in  fpeech, 
and  in  writing,  and  the  Irifli  accent. and  man- 
ner, which  he  never  loft,  were  forgotten  in  the 
variety  of  his  excellencies.  He  poUeflcd  great 
taile,  learning,  general  knowledge,  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  laws  of  nations, 
and  a  fagacity  which  penetrated  into  the  poli- 
'  tical  nature  of  man,,  and  confidently  deduced, 
from  vffible  caufes,  thofe  eftefls,  which  to  alefs 
intuitive  mind  feemed  remote  and  problemati- 
cal. At  his  firft  entrance  into  the  fenate  he 
eftablifiied  a  high  reputation,  which  in  all  the 
vicillitudes  of  a  laborious  life  he  never  relia- 
quiilied.  His  oratory  was  of  the  higbeft  clafs ; 
and  if  he  appeared  on  fome  occafions  to  give 
the  rein  to  his  fancy,  to  the  prejudice  of  his 
judgment^  it  may  be  confidently  aflerted  that 
110  man  who  fpoke  fo  much,  and  on  fo  many 
important  topics^  compenfated  for  a  few  faults 

with 
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with  fiich  a  number  and  variety  of  beautiea,  chap. 
If  Burke  wandered,  the   elegance  of  ^the  di-   ^^^5^ 
greflion,  and  the  ingenuity  with  which  it  was 
reconciled  to,  and  conne6ted  with,  the  main 
fubjeft,  repaid  the  momentary  impatience  of  the 
auditor.     If  occa,fionally  he  feemed  to  trifle, 
or  defcend  below  his  proper  level,  he  regained 
his  accuilonied  pofition  with  fuch  elaftic  vi- 
gour, and  atoned  for  his  temporary  aberration 
with  fuch  a  fplendid  profufion  of  rhetorical 
beauties,  that  the  moft  captious  feltaibamed  to 
cenfure,  and  the  moft  faftidious  were  abun^^ 
dantly  fatisfied.      To  him  all   nature  ,and  all 
fcieoce  tendered  tributary  ftores ;  in  this  inex- 
hauftible  opulence  he  confulted  ratlier  his  owii 
refources  than  the  mere  wants  of  the  fubje^i, 
and  fcattered  the  treafures  of  his  intelle^  with 
nnreftrained  prodigality:  his  fervid  mind  af- 
failcd  the  topic  of  difcuflion  in  eveiy  poilible 
direction,  and  he  feemed  at  laft  to  deiift,  not 
becaufe  he  was  exhaufted,  but  becaufe.  the  ob- 
jed  of  inveftigation  could  not  afibrd  a  point 
on  which  to  fix  a  new  illuilration.     To  a  poeti- 
cal ardour  of  imagination,    Burke  joined   a 
warmth  of  temper  which  occaiionally  tranf- 
ported  him  beyond  tlie  bounds  of  diu:retion ; 
but    even  this   frailty   had   no    confiderabl^ 
effect  on  his  argumentation^    If  he  was  warm^ 
his  reafoning  was  not  lefs  cogent ;  and  al- 
though the  indignant  fenfations  of  the  moment 
fometimes  produced  expreflfions  which  appear- 
ed inconfiftent  M'ith   prudence,   and  deroga- 
toiy  to  his  high  reputation;  ftill  the  correft- 
ne&of  his  images,  liie  happy  application  of  his 
wit,  and  the  force  of  his  raillery,  obliterated 
the  recolleftion  of  his  defeds,  and  left  on  tlie 
mind  no  other  fenfations  than  thofe  of  exquiiite 
gratification.     In  detailing  general  principles, 
.    VOL.  II.  o  he 
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CHAP,  he  was  extremely  fortunate :  they  always  feem- 
^^^^    ed  appropriate  to  his  fubjeft,  not  introduced  to 
cover  a  defeft  in  the  texture  of  his  chief  argu- 
ment, but  generated  from  a  natural  combina- 
tion of  expanfive  knowledge,  and  fpecific  in- 
veftigation.     From  him  nothing  appeared  trite, 
nothing  inelegant  or  iinfiniflied  ;  his  faults  as 
an  orator  arofe  from  the  cxcefs  of  his  excel- 
lences ;  he  reafoned  after  the  hearer  was  con- 
vinced ;  he  illuftrated  when  the  topic  was  per- 
•fe6ily  luminous;  he  urged  frefli  grounds  of 
defence  when  acquittal  was  already  fecure;  and 
perfevered  in  accumulating  motives   of  cen- 
fure,  Avhen  the  indignation  of  his  audience  had 
'already  iattained  its  higheft  pitch. 
Mr.  At  the  period  on  which  we  are  treating,  the 

Charles  reputation  of  Burke  was  in  its  zenith,  and 
his  exertions  were  fufiicient  to  influence  in  a 
confidierable  degree  the  politics  of  the  times; 
hut  great  and  admired  as  they  were,  the  effeft 
they  produced  was  not  to  be  compared  with 
that'  which  refulted  from  the  efforts  of  the  ho- 
nourable Charles  James  Fox,  fecond  fon  of 
^oi'd  Holland. 

Fox  difplayed  at  Eton  and  at  Oxford  an 
i^rdent  attachment  to  claflical  literature,  an4 
gave  prefage  of  his  futui^  genius  by  unwearied 
application  to  Cicero  and  Demofthenes,  and  by 
preferring  the  Athenian  to  the  Roman  orator. 
Jlven  in  the  earlieft  periods  of  life,  and  during 
all  the  vicifTitudcs  of  pleafure  and  diflipation, 
h^  Avas  indefvitigable  in  the  exercife  of  nis  ar- 
gumentative faculty.  The  indulgent  partiality 
of  his  father  fupplicd  abundant  means  of  grati- ' 
fying  inclinations  natural  to  a  youth  of  warm 
paflions,  totally  exempt  from  reftraint,  and  his 
fi:reat  talents  were  Ihrouded  from  the  view  of 
thole  \vho  could  not  difcern  them  through  ,the 

•        *    veil 
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veil  of  unbounded  diffipatiou.     He  obtained  a  chap. 
feat  in  parliament  before  the  period  of  legal   J^^^J^ 
maturity,  and  was,  in    1770,'  appointed  a  lord 
of  the  admiralty ;    but  his   fupport,   though 
marked  with  all  the  ardour  of  his  temper,  aud 
energy  of  his  genius,  was  not  yet  deemed  ellen- 
tialtothe  caufe  of  government ;  he  had  more, 
than  once  participated  in  the  unpopularity  of 
adminiilration,  without  the  credit  of  iliariug 
the  dire6;ion  of  their  meafures.    In  i  ?  72,  he  re-, 
figned  big  fituation  at  the  admiralty  with  marks 
of  difguft,  and  was  then  expefted  to  join  the 
ranks  of  oppofition.'    The  difference  was,  how- 
ever, accommodated,  and  he  foon  afterwards" 
received  a  feat  at  the  tmafury-board,  from  which 
he  was  difmitfed  in  March  1774,  with  circum- 
ftances  which  occafioned  the  moft  lively  indig- 
nation. To  the  period  of  his  quitting  the  fide  of 
the  minifter,  Mr.  Fox  was  confidered  by  fome 
as  a  man  for  whofe  political  errors,  and  levity, 
of  condu6l,  youth  and  inexperience  afforded 
charitable  excufes  ;"*  but  he  foon  "  difcovered 
"  powers  for  regular  debate,  which  neither  his 
"  friends  had  hoped,  nor  his  enemies  dreaded."*    . 
The  force  of  Fox  s  oratory  cannot  be  adequate- 
ly defcribed,  and  can  be  felt  only  by  thofe  who 
have  heard  him  on  important  occafions.     His 
fpeeches  were  luminous  without  the  appearance 
of  concerted  arrangement;  his  mind  feemed  by 
its  mafierly  force  to  have  comprclfed,  reduced, 
and  difpofed  the  whole  fubjeft,  with  a  confident 
fuperiority,  tolyftematicrule;  the  torrent  of  his 
eloquence    increafed   in  force   as  the  fubjedt 

1  See  Gibbon's  Pofthuinoui  V/orks,  vol.  i.  p.  449, 

■  9tb  January  1773. 

■  Sec  Debates  on  Mr.  Grenvillc's  Aft,  15th  February  1774^ 

•  The  exprefiion  of  Gibbon. — See  Pofthumous  Works,  vol.  i. 
P-  489- 

o  t  expanded ; 
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CHAP,  expattded;  the  vehemence  of  his  manner  waar 
iwSi)  alw.  ys  fiipported  by  exprefliona  of  correfpon* 
dent  energy ;  and  the  decifive  teims  in  which 
he  delivered  his  opinions,  by  prechiding  the 
poffibility  of  evafion,  Jmprefled  a  full  convic- 
tion of  his  fmcerity,  and  gained  regard  even 
from  the  moft  inveterate  opponent.  The  dif- 
tinguiihing  charaderiftic  of  his  arguments  was 
prof bundnefs ;  his  general  aim  was  the  efiabliih* 
roent  of  feme  grand  principle,  to  which  all  the 
other  parts  of  his  fpeech  were  fubfervient;  and 
his  genius  f6r  reply  was  fmgnjarly  happy.  He 
not  only  combated  the  principal  reafonings  of 
his  adverfaries,  but  extending  a  generous  pro- 
tc6lion  to  his  own  partizans,  refcued  tneir 
Ipeeches  from  ridicule  or  mifreprefentatioii. 
The  boldeft  conceptions,  and  moft  decided 
principles  uttered  by  him  did  not  appear  gigan- 
tic ;  he  feldom  employed  exaggerated  or  tumid 
.  phrafeology;  and  in  the  greateft  waimth  of 
political  conteft,  few  expreffions  efcaped  hini 
which  can  be  cited  to  the  difadvantage  of  his 
charafter  as  a  gentleman.  Rhetorical  embel- 
•  lifliments,  though  frequently  found  in  his  ha- 
r  tangues,  did  not  feem  the  produce  of  laborious 
cultivation,  but  fpontaneous  effufions.  Supe- 
rior to  art,  Fox  feemed  to  illuftrate  rules  which 
perhaps  he  had  not  in  contemplation,  and  the 
bold  originality  of  his  thoughts  and  expreffions 
would  rather  intitle  him  to  be  confidered  the 
founder  of  a  new  ftyle  of  elocjuence,  than  a 
fervile  adherent  to  any  eftabhflied  prafticc. 
Burke,  iludious  and  indefatigable, .  trom  his 
continually  augmenting  ftores,  poured  know- 
ledge into  the  mind  of  Fox ;  but  in  debate 
their  manners  were  widely  diffimilar :  Fox  de- 
pended on  his  natural  and  daily  improving 
genius  for  argumentation ;  Burke  on  tbofe  beau- 
ties 
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ties  which  his  tafte  and  learning  enabled  him  chap, 
to  colle6l  and  difpofe  with  fo  much  grace  and  ^^^ 
facility  ;  his  fpeeches  were  liilened  to  with  ad- 
miration as  elegant  pleadings;  but  Fox  was 
always  elevated  above  his  fubjef^  and  by 
fenergy  of  manner,  and  impetuofity  of  oratory, 
daggered  the  impartial,  animated  his  adherents, 
and  threw  uneafinefs,  alarm,  and  aftoniihment 
into  the  minds  of  his  opponents. 

Such  were  the  principal  men  to  whom  the 
djfcuifion  of  the  grand  queftion  relative  to  the 
rights  and  authority  of  Great  Britain  over  her 
colonies  was  committed ;  who  by  their  con* 
du&  as  minifters,  or  their  exertions  in  fupport 
of,  and  oppofition*  to  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment, regulated  tlieprogreis  of  this  important 
conteii/ 

P  In  <fepii£Hngtbe{«  chara6lerf,  my  own  judgment  tnA  reeoUeAiba 
bare  been  much  nflfifted  by  private  information.  Tlie  eloquent  Gib- 
ton  has  in  hit  ufual  mafterly  manner  defcribed  this  parliament.in  hit 
Memotrsy  pubiiihed  by  lord  Sliefiield,  P*  146  :  ''I  afliiUd  at  l!he 
■'  debates  of  a  free  aflembly  \  I  liftened  to  the  attack  and  defence 
^  ef  eloquence  and  reafon ;  I  had  a  near  profped  of  the  chara^ers, 
**  vicwsr  and  paflions  of  the  firft  men  of  the  age.  The  caufe  of 
*<  government  was  ably  vindicated  by  lord  North,  a  ftatefman  of 
**  Qiodefs  integrity,  a  confummate  mafter  of  debate,  who  could 
**  wieldt  mith  eqinl  dexterity,  the  arms  of  reaibn  and  •f  ridicuk. 

and 


«< 


wrs 
am* 
ber,  whilft  he  was  upholden  on  either  hand  by  the  majeftic 
'<  fcnfe  of  Thurlow,  and  the  ikiiful  eloquence  of  Wedderbume* 
M  Prom  theadverfe  fide  of  the  houie  an  anient  and  powerful  oppo- 
^  fition  wa#  fujpported  by  the  lively  declanduaon  of  Baire^  At  legal 
*'  acutenefs  of  Dunning  $  the  profufe  and  philofophic  fancy  off 
*'  Burke  j  and  the  argumentative  vehemence  of  Fox,  who  in  con- 
**  dnSt  of  zputj^,  approved  himlelf  equal  to  the  coadud  of  an 
"  empire.  By  iuch  nten  every  operation  of  peace  and  wari  every 
**  principle  of  juftlce  or  policy,  every  queftion  of  authority  and 
^  freedom,  was  attacked  and  defended  {  and  tiie  Ibbjeft  of  the 
**  BKMBeat<ms  coDteft  hm  the  uaion  or  icfttnuioB  of  Great  Britain 
^  and  AflKii^** 
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CIIArTEll   THE  TWKNTY-FIFTII: 

1774—1775. 

Meeting    of  parliament — ICnrg\s  Jpeech,^^ 

.    Amendment  moved. — Proteft.  — Seamen  re- 
duced.— Papers   laid  before  parliament. — 
Lord  Chatham's  motion  j or  removal  of  troops 
•^  Negatived.  —  lie  maces  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  for  quieting  the  troubles  in  Ame- 
rica.— Heads  of  the  bill. — Oppofedby  lord 
Sandxtivh — And  the  duke  of  Grafto7i. — 
Supported  by  lord  Camden — And  lord  Shel- 
burne.  —  Perfonal  altercations.  —  Intempe- 
rate fpeech  of  lord  Chatham.  — Reply. — Pe- 
titions in  favour  of  the  Americans — Re- 
ferred to  a  committee. — Petition   of  Dr. 
Franklin  and  others — rejected.— Commit- 
tee on  American  papers.-^ Motion  for  an 
addrefs  —  carried.  —  Motion    to    recoinmit 
the    addrefs  —  negatived.  —  Conference.  — 
Debate  in  the  houfe  of  lords. — Energetic 
fpetch  of  lord  Ma7isjield. — Perfonal  alterca- 
tio-n,  —  Motion  carried.  —  Protejis.  —  Aug- 
mentation of  forces. — Nezv  England  rc- 
ftraiiting    bill.  —  Petitions.  —  Evidence.  — *. 

•  Debate  on  the  third  reading. — Oppojid  in 
the  houfe  of  lords.  — Amendment  made — and 
mthdrazcn.  —  Bill  for  rejiraining  father  co- 

-  lo?iies. — Bounties  to  Ireland.  — Lord  North's 
conciliatory  propojitions.  — Supported  by  go- 
vernor PoZi-nalL — Embarraffment  of  the 
fniniJfer.—^He  is  extricated  by  Sir  Crilbert 

«-  Elliott: — Refolution  agreed  to. — Burke's 
motion.  —  His  fpeech. — Propojiiion  rejected. 
r^Mr.  Uarticfs  plan -^negatived.  —  New 

York 
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Vork  remonfirance— rejected.  ^Attempt  to. 
repeal  the  Quebec  act. — Other  proceedings. 
— Prorogation.   '  ^ 

^HE  houfe  of  commons  having  re-elefted  Sir   chap, 

Fletcher  Norton  fpeaker,  the  king  opened     ^x^* 
the  feflion,  by  mentioning,  with  great  concern,      ,77^. 
the  daring  fpirit  of  refiftance  to  the  laws,  which  »9«h  Nor. 
in  Maflachuffet's  Bay  had  broken  forth  in  frefli  ^^^""^ 
violences  of  a  very  criminal  natnre,  and  was  ment. 
countenanced  in  other  colonies.     Meafures,  he  ]^^'n^ 
added,  had  been  adopted  to  enforce  the  afts  of  fpccciu 
laft  feflion,  for  the  proteftion  of  commerce,  and 
re-eftablifliment  of  peace.     His  majefty  declar- 
ed his  refolution  to  withftand  every  attempt  to 
weaken  or  impair  the  fupreme  authority  of  the 
legiflature,  over  all  his  dominions,  the  mainte- 
nance of  which,  he  confidered  elfential  to  the 
dignity,  fafety,  and  welfare  of  the  empire; 

The  duke  of  Richmond  moved  an  amend-  Amend- 
ment to  the  addrefs,  and  the  unufaal  meafure  of  ment 
protefting  againftits  rejertion  was  adopted  by  Lor^*' 
nine  peers,  who  "  would  not,  in  halle,  without  pcQtdt 
"  inquiry  or  information,  commit  themfelves  in 
"  declarations,  which  might  precipitate  their 
"  country  into  the  horrors  of  civil  war." 

In  the  houfe  of  commons,  an  amendment,  stJ»  ^ec* 
by  lord  John  Cavendifh,  requiring  a  commu-  h"JfeV 
nication  of  the  intelligence  received  from  Ame-  coimnon*. 
!       rica,  was  reflfted,  on  the  plea  of  the  miuifter, 
,       that,  admitting  the  expediency  of  a  recoucilia- 
tion  with  the  colonies,  yet  as  they  had  not  of- 
fered terms,  England  could  not  be  the  firjft  to 
fubmit.    The  addrefs  was  carried  by  2(54  againft    * 
73,  a  majority  which  proved  the  ftrength  of  the 
minifter  in  the  new  parliament. 

Sufficient  information  had  not  yet  ai-ri  ved  ^*"?°  ^ 
concerning  the  extent  of  American  refiftance:    "^  * 
I      the  letters  hitherto  received  from  t^ie  governors, 

0  4  waiTantcd 


«00  HlSTOtlV  OF  ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  trarratitpd  indeed  the  obfervations  in  the  king's 
\i^Z^  ipeech,  but  contained  neither  fafts  nor  infe- 
1774-     rences,  which  could  jultify  the  miniftry  inftating 
to  parliament  the  expectation  of  an  armed  op- . 
ssth  Dec.  pofition.    The  numl:)cr  of  feamen  was  therefore 
reduced  to    fixteen   thoufand,  and  the  laud 
forces  fixed  It  feventeen  thoufand  five  hundred 
and  forty-feven  efFedive  men :  the  minifler,  at 
the  fame  time,  after  admitting  that  the  mea- 
fbres  adopted  by  the  laft  pai-ljament  had  not 
been  attended  with  their  expeded  effc6J^,  pro- 
mifed  the  communication  of  papers,  and  that  a 
committee  fliould  be  formed  to  take  into  con- 
fideration  the  affairs  of  America. 
Frcftim-         Intelligence  received  during  the  recefs, 
tciiigencc    more  unequivocally  afcertained  the  difpofition 
received,     of  the  Americans,  and  included  accounts  of  all 
their  proceedings,  to  the  feizure  of  Fort  William, 
and  Marv.     The  meafures  of  crovcrnment  were 
alio  in  that  period  decided,  and  an  adherence 
to  the  fyftem  of  coercion  fully  determined. 
19th. jaa.        Lord  North  took  the  earlieft  opportunity 
Pa^^rs  laid  ^^  fubmitting  to  parliament  numerous  papers 
before  par.  froHiall  the  colonies,*  containing  letters,  procla- 
i<»3ient.      inations,  narratives  of  proceedijigs,  and  other 
iilterefting  documents,   together  with  the  fen- 
timents  of  governors,  and  other  public  men,  on 
the  ftate  of  affairs.  Thefe  communications  were 
fubmitted  to  a  committee. 
40th  Jan.        In  the  upper  houfe,  lord  Chatham  moved  for 
ham^s^rool  an  addrefs,   requefting  the  king  to  allay  the 
tion  for      uuhappy  ferments  in  America,  by  removing  the 
rwnovai  of  troops  from  Bofton.    In  his  ipejech,  he  cenlured 
^*^*'       the  delay  of  communication,  and  accufed  the 
miniftry  of  deluding  the  people  by  falfe  repre- 
fentations.     Inflant  efforts  ihould  be  exerted 

a  There  were  at  firft  no  kttcrt  ttom  Maryland,  but  the  deficiency 
was  afterwards  fupj^lied* 

to 


GEORGE    Iltv  «0t 

toeffefl  Teconciliation  before  the  meeting  of  chap« 
the  delecrates,  and  nothing  but  being  nailed  to  ^^^ 
his  bed,  by  the  extremity  of  Gcknefs,  ihould  pre-  vn%f 
vent  him  from  paying  unremitted  attention  to 
fo  important  a  lubje6L  "  I  will  knock,"  hefaid, 
*'  at  the  door  of  this  fleeping  and  confounded 
"  miniftry,  and  roufe  them  to  a  fenfe  of 
"  tlieir  imminent  danger.  When  I  ftate  the 
"  importance  of  the  colonies,  and  the  mag- 
"  nitude  of  the  danger  hanging  over  this 
**  country,  from  the  prefent  plan  of  mis-ad- 
"  miniiiration,  I  defire  not  to  be  underftood 
*'  to  argue  a  reciprocity  of  indulgence  between 
"  England  and  America,  I  contend  not  for 
**  indulgence,  but  juftice,  to  America:  and  I 
•*  ihall  ever  contend,  that  the  Americans  juftly 
"  owe  obedience  to  us  in  a  limited  degree: — 
"  they  owe  obedience  to  our  ordinances  of 
'*  trade  and  navigation;  but  let  the  line  be 
"  flcilfully  drawn  between  the  objeds  of  thofe 
"  ordinances,  and  their  private  internal  proper- 
"  ty ;  let  the  facrednefs  of  their  property  remain 
•*  inviolate;  let  it  be  taxable  only  by  their  own 
"  confent,  given  in  their  provincial  aflem- 
"  blies; — elfe  it  will  ceafe  to  be  property.— As 
"  to  the  metaphyfical  refinements,  attempting 
*'  to  flicw  that  the  Americans  are  equally  free 
"  from  obedience  and  commercial  reftraints,  as 
"  from  taxation  for  revenue,  as  being  unrepre- 
"  fented  here;  I  pronounce  them  futile,  frivo- 
'^  lous,  and  groundlefs.  Reiiftance  to  your 
"  afts  was  neceffary  as  it  was  juft;  and  your 
^*  vain  declaration  of  the  omnipotence  of  par- 
"  liamenl^  and  your  imperious  do6lrines  of  the 
**  neceflity  of  fubmiffion,  will  be* found  equally 
**  impotent  to  convince  or  enflaveyour  fellow- 
"  fubjeds  in  America,  who  feel,  that  tyranny, 
"  whether  ambitioned  by  an  individual  part  of 

"  the 
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the  legiflature,  or  the  bodies  who  compofa  it^ 
is  equally  intolerable  to  Britifl)  fubjects.  The 
raeans  of  enforcing  this  thralclom  are  found 
to  be  as  ridiculous  and  weak  in  practice,  as 
they  are  unjuft  in  principle.     Indeed,  I  can- 
not but  feel  the  nioft  anxious  fcnfibility  for 
the  fituation  of  general  Gage,  and  the  trooi>s 
under  his  command,  thinking  him,  as  I  do, 
a  man  of  humanity  and  underftanding;  and 
entertaining,  as  I  ever  will,  the  higbeft  re- 
fpecl,  the  warmed  love,  for  the  BritilJi  troops. 
Their  fituation  is  truly  unworthy;  penned 
up — pining  in  inglorious  ina6livity.     They 
are  an  arpiy  of  impotence:    you  may  call 
them  an  army  of  fafety  and  of  guard;  but 
they  are  in  truth,  an  army  of  impotence  and 
contempt:  and  to  make  the  folly  equal  to 
tlic  difgrace,  they  are  an  army  of  irritatioa 
and  vexation.     The  firft  drop  of  blood  flied 
in  civil  and  unnatural  war  might  be  '  imme- 
dicahile  vulnus,'    Adopt  the  grace  while  you 
have  the  opportunity  of  reconcilement;  or 
at  lead  prepare  the  way.     Allay  the  ferment 
prevailing  in  America,  by  removing  the  ob- 
noxious hoftile  caufe:  obnoxious  and  unfcr- 
viceable;    for  their  merit  can  only  be   in 
inatlioa:    *  Non  dimlcare  et  'cincere'  their 
vidory  can  never  be  by  exertions.    Their 
force  would  be  moil  difproportionately  ex- 
erted againft  a  brave,  generous,  and  united 
people,  with  arms  in  their  hands  and  courage 
in  their  hearts: — three  millions  of  people, 
the  genuine  defcendants  of  a  valiant  and 
pious  ancefiry,  driven  to  thofe  dcferts  by  the 
narrow  maxims  of  a  fuperftitious  tyranny. — 
And  is  the  fpirit  of  perfecution  never  to  be 
appcafed?  Are  the  brave  fons  of  thofe  brave 
fgrcfathers  to  inherit  their  lufferings  as  they 

"  have 
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•*  have  inherited  their  virtues?    Are  they  to  chap. 

**  fuftain  the  inflidion  of  the  moft  opprciTive   J^j!^ 

"  and  unexampled  feverity — beyond  the  ac-      >77$- 

J*  counts  of  hiftory,  or  dclcription  of  poetry  ? 

**  —  *  Rhadamanthus  habet   durijima  regna 

*'  cajiigatqutj  Aiiditque :    fo  fays    the   wiftjft 

"  poet,  and  perhaps  the  Avifeft  ftatefman  and 

**  politician  of  antiquity:  —  but  our  mhiiftcrs 

*^  fay,  the  Americans  nuift  not  be  heard.  They 

**  have  been  condemned  unheaixl :   the  indif- 

"  criminating  hand  of  vengeance  has  kimped 

"  together  innocent  and  guilty;  with  all  the 

^  formalities  of  hoftility,  has  blocked  up  the 

*'  town,  and  reduced  to  beggary  and  famine 

"  thirty  thoufand  inhabitants." 

He  extolled  the  congrefs,  as  more  wife  and 
more  prudent  than  the  meeting  of  ancient 
Greece:  "  Thucydides  recorded  nothing  more 
honourable,  more  refpectable,  than  that  defjjifed 
convention:  their  proceedings  were  remark- 
able for  firmnefs,  temper,  and  moderation,  and 
it  would  be  happy  for  Great  Britain,  if  the 
houfe  of  commons  were  as  freely  and  uncor- 
ruptly  chofen."  "  Minifters  may  fatisfy  them- 
"  felves,  and  delude  the  public,  with  the  report 
"  of  what  they  call  commercial  bodies  in  Anie- 
"  rica. — They  are  not  commercial:  — they  are 
"  your  packers  and  faftors ;  they  live  upon 
**  nothing — fori  call  commiflion  nothing;  — 
"  I  mean  the  minifterial  authority  for  this 
*'  American  intelligence ;  the  runners  for  go- 
"  vemment,  who  are  paid  for  their  intelli- 
"  gcnce.  But  tbcfe  are  not  the  men,  nor  this 
'*  the  influence,  to  be  confidered  in  America, 
"  when  weeftimate  the  lirnmefs  of  their  union. 
"  Trade  indeed  increafcs  the  glory  and  wealth 
"  of  a  country;  but  its  real  wealth  and  Oamina 
"  are  to  be  looked  for  among  the  cultivatoi*^ 
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CHAP,  "of  the  land;  in  their  fimplicifr^  of  life' i* 
.^^Zj    "  found  the  fimplenefs  of  virtue,  the  integrity 
»I7S»      "  and  courage  of  freedom.    Thefe  true  genuine 
*'  fons  of  the  earth  are  invincible ;  they  fur- 
'^  round  and  hem  in  the  mercantile  bodies,  and 
**  if  it  were  propofcd  to  defert  the  caufe  of  li* 
"  berty,  would  virtuoufly  exclaim :  *  If  trade 
*'  and  flavery  are  companions,  we  quit  trade ; 
"  let  trade  and  flavery  feek  other  fbores,  they 
"  are  not  for  us  !*  This  refiftance  to  vour  arbi- 
^  trary  fyftem  of  taxation  might  nave  been 
*'  forefeen ;  it  was  obvious  from  the  nature  of 
*'  things,  and  of  mankind;  and  above  all,  from 
the  whiggifh  fpirit  flouriihing  in  that  coun- 
try.    The  fpirit  which  now  refifts  your  tax- 
**  ation  in  America  is  the  fame  which  formerly 
**  oppofed  loans,  benevolences,  and  ihip-money 
**  in  England.  The  fame  fpirit  which  called  all 
•*  England  on  its  legs,  and  by  the  bill  of  rights 
*^  vindicated  the    Englifli    confiitution  —  the 
"  fame  principle  which  eftablilhed  the  great, 
•'  fundamental,  eflential  maxim  of  our  liberties, 
"  that  no  fubjeft  of  England  Uiall  be  taxed  but 
**  by  his  o\fn  confent— this  glorious  fpirit  of 
**  whiggifm  animates  three  millions  in  America' 
«  —  who  prefer  poverty  with  liberty,  to  gilded 
***  chains  and  fordid  affluence ;  and  who  will  difc 
in  defence  of  their  rights  as  men  —  as  free- 
men. The  caufe  of  America  i^  allied  to  every 
*^  true  whig: — the  whole  Irifli  nation,   all  the 
^^  true  Engliih  whigs,  the  whole  people  of  Ame- 
*^  rica  combined,  would  amount  to  many  mil- 
"  lions  of  whigs  averfe  to  the  fyftem.   To  fuch 
"  united  force,  what  force  Ihall  be  oppofed? — 
"  What,  my  lords  ?  —  A  few  regiments  in  Ame- 
•*  rica,  and  feventeen  or  eighteen  thoufand  men 
**  at  home !  The  idea  is  too  ridiculous  to  take  up 
"  a  moment  of  youy  lordfliips'  time.    Nor  can 

"  fuch 
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'*  fuch  a  rational  and  principled  union  be  re**  CHAP* 

"  (ifted  by  the  tricks  of  ofliice,  or  minlfterial    J^^^i 

**  manoeuvre*     Laying  of  papers  on  your  table,     %77h 

"  or  counting  nofes  oq  a  divifion,  will  not  avert 

"  or  poilpone  the  hour  of  danger: — it  muft  ar- 

"  rive,  unlefs  thefe  fatal  afts  are  done  away.  It 

"  muft  arrive,  in  all  its  horrors  \  and  then  thefe 

"  boaftful  minifters,  'fpiteof  all  their  confidence, 

**  and  all  their  manoeuvres,  fliall  be  forced  to 

"  hide  their  heads!    They  ihall  be  forced  to  a 

I  "  difgracef ul  abandonment  of  their  prefent  mea-r 
"  fures  and  principles :  —  principles  which  they 

I  "  avow,  but  cannot  defend; — meafures  which 
"  they  prefome  to  attempt,  but  cannot  hope  to 
**  effeduate.  They  cannot,  my  lords,  they  can* 
"  not  fiir  a  ftep;  they  have  not  a  move  left; — 
"  they  are  checkmated.  It  is  not  repealing  this 
**  or  that  aft  of  parliament, — it  is  not  repealing 

!       "  a  piece  of  parchment, — that  can  reftore  Ame- 

■  *'  rica  to  our  bofom : — you  muft  repeal  her  fears 
"  and  her  refentments;  and  may  then  hope  for 
"  her  love  and  gratitude.  But  now  inlulted 
"  by  an  armed  force  at  Bofton,  irritated  with 
"  an  hoftile  array  before  her  eyes,  her  concef- 
"  fionSy  if  they  could  be  forced,  would  be  fuf- 
"  picious  and  infecure ;  they  will  be,  irato  ammo^ 
"  not  found  honourable  pactions  of  freemen; 
"  but  di6lates  of  fear,  atid  extortions  of  force. 
"  It  is,  however,  more  than  evident  you  cannot 
"  force  them,  principled  and  united  as  they  are, 
**  to  your  unworthy  terms  of  fubmiffion ;  it  is 
"  impoffible! — and  when  I  hear  general  Gage 
"  cenfured  for  inactivity,  I  muft  retort  with  in- 
"  dignation  on  thofe  whofe  intemperate  mea- 
"  fures  and  improvident  councils  have  betrayed 
^^  him  into  his  prefent  fituation.  His  fituation 
"  reminds  me  of  the  anfwer  of  a  French  general 
^^  in  the  civil  wars  of  France.  — Monfieur  Cond6 

*'  oppofed 


SOG  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  "  oppofcd  to  MotifieurTtirenne,  was  afkcdhov 
J^^^  "  it  happened,  that  he  did  not  take  his  adver^ 
»?75*  "  fary  prifoner,  as  he  was  often  very  near  him? 
'  J^ai  peur'  replied  Cond6,  very  honeftly, 
^  Xai  peiir  qu'il  ne  me  prenne;'  '  I  am  afraid 
*'  he  will  take  me.' 

"  We  fliall  be  forced  ultimately  to  retraft;— 
**  let  us  retracl  while  Are  can,  not  when  we  muft. 
Thefe  violent  oppreflive  aAs  muji  be  repealed 
— you  xrill  repeal  them  — /  pledge  tniijtlfjor 
ity  that  you  zcill  in  the  etid  repeal  them.-^I 
"  ^ake  my  reputation  on  it ! — /  will  confent  to 
be  taken  for  an  idiot j  if  they  are  not  jinallv 
repealed! — Avoid  then  this  humiliating,  dif- 
graeeful  neceflity.     With  a  dignity  becom- 
ing your  exalted  fituation,  make  the  firft  ad- 
vances to  concord,  to  peace,  and  to  happi- 
nefs;  for  /Aa/ is  your  true  dignity,  to  aft  with 
prudence  and  with  juftice.    That  you  ihould 
fifft  concede  is  obvious,  from  found  and  ra- 
tional policy.     CoBceflion  comes  with  better 
grace,  and  more  falutary  efFe6l,  from  the  fu- 
perior  power;    it  reconciles  fuperiority  of 
"  power  with  the  feelings  of  men;   and  efta- 
"  bliflies  folid  confidence  on  the  foundations 
of  afFeftion  and  gratitude.     So  thought  a 
wife  poet,  and  a  wife  man  in  political  faga- 
city ;  the  friend  of  Mecenas,  and  the  eulogift 
"  of  Auguftus:    to  him,  the  adopted  fou  of 
''  the  firil  Casfar,  to  him,   the  mafter  of  the 
*'  world,  he  wifely  urged  this  conduft  of  pru- 
^\  deuce  and  dignity: 

*  Tuque  prior,  tu  parce  5  genus  qui  ducis  Olytnpo  | 

*  Projicc  tela  manu." 

'*  On  the  other  hand,  every  danger  impends 
"  to  deter  you  from  perfeverance  in  the  pre- 
"  fcnt  ruinous  mcafures.  Foreign  war  hang- 
*'  ing  over  your  heads  by  a  flight  and  brittle 
. .  •^'  .  "  tlircad; 
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thread;    France  and  Spain  watching  j'^our  char 
"  condud,  and  waitinjj  for  the  maturity  of    ^^^^- 
*'  your  errors.     If  the  minifters  thus  perfevcre     1773 

in  mifadvifing  and  mifleading  the  king,  I 

will  not  fay,  they  can  alienate  the  affeftions 
"  of  his  fubjeds  from  the  crown ;  but  I 
"  will  affirm,  they  will  make  the  crown  not 
"  worth  his  wearing.  I  will  not  fay,  the  king 
*^  is  betrayed;  but  I  will  pronounce  the  king- 
"  'dom  undone."* 

LoKD  Chatham's  motion  was  fupported  Supported, 
by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham,  lord  Shelburne,  and  lord  Cam- 
den. They  infifted  that  the  aflertion  of  the 
omnipotence  of  parliament  was  an  abftraQ; 
metaphyiical  queilion,  purpofely  introduced  in 
the  difcuffion  of  American  affairs,  to  delude 
alike  the  parliament  and  people:  the  very 
lowed  of  mechanics  was  inflated  with  his  own 
importance,  as  a  party  in  conteft  with  traitors, 
vagabonds,  and  bafe  ungrateful  rebels.  But 
whatever  ftrefs  might  be  laid  on  the  legiflativc 
fupremacy  of  Great  Britain  (and  the  doftrine 
was  juft  when  properly  diredled)  it  was  no  lefs 
true,  and  conionant  to  the  reafonings  of  all 
fpeculative  writers  on  government,  that  no 
man,  on  the  true  principles  of  natural  or  civil 
liberty,  could,  witnout  his  own  confent,  be  di- 
vefted  of  any  part  of  his  property.  The  quef- 
tion  was  not  in  faft  referred  to  the  people  or 
pariiament,  becaufe  an  adminiftration  confift- 
ing  of  four  or  five  perfons,  and  thofe  again 
guided  by  one  man,  held  an  abfolute  Avay 
over  parliament ;  between  the  miniftry,  there* 

^  This  fpeeeh  is  ta|Len  from  Debrett^s  debates,  corrt&zd  and 
gifted  by  a  report  by  Hugh  Boyd  :  the  hiftory  of  Lord  NDrth^s 
adminiftration,  p.  187,  and  the  Annual  Regifter  for  the  )c-ar 
*775i  P-  47. 

foie 
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CH  AF.  fore,  and  all  America,  was  the  iffue  depending, 
t>5^Zl/   The  a6is  of  laft  Sefliou  were  analyfed,  and  de'- 
♦775.      claredhi«:hlviinconftitiitional;  and  lord  Cam- 
den  quoted  Selden  and  Blaclcftone,  to  prove, 
that  although  the  various  circumftances  and 
incidents  M'hich  might  juftify  refiftance  could 
not  be  exaftly  defined,    the  people  at  larg^, 
poffeffing  the  original  rights  necellhry  to  their 
own  happinefs  and  prelervation,  had  a  right 
to  recal  a  delegated  power  and  autliority  when- 
ever abufed  to  their  own  ruin  and  deftruCtion. 
Cppob^u        The  motion  was  oppofed  by  the  earls  of 
Suffolk,  'Rochford,    and    Gower;     vifconnts 
Townfliend  and  Weymouth ;  and  lord  Ly ttle* 
ton. 

They  traverfed  lord  Chathaiin's  ftatemcnta^ 
and  his  encomiums  on  the  congrefs,  Avho  in 
their  proceedings  and  refolutions  breathed  the 
fpirit  of  independency  and  rebellion.  The 
iBritifh  parliament  pofleffed  an  indubitable  legif- 
lative  lupreniacy;  an  inaftive  right  was  ab- 
furd ;  if  right  exifted,  it  muft  be  afferted,  or 
for  ever  relinquilhed.  The  difficulties  of  the 
moment  would  be  infinitely  augmented  b}'  the 
lapfe  of  a  few  years ;  and  difobedience  to  par- 
liament once  connived  at,  would  invalidate 
every  claim  to  dominion  over  America.  The 
obnoxious  afts  were  fpecifically  defended  ;  the 
Bofion  port  ack  would,  but  for  the  obftinacy  erf" 
the  people,  have  executed  itfelf,  and  by  cauiing 
the  inclemnification  of  the  Eaft  India  com- 
pany, re-eftabliflied  the  poil:,  and  facilitated 
a  complete  reconciliation.  The  refolutions  o£ 
congrefs  againft  thefe  a^s,  demonftvatcd,  that 
the  views  of  the  Americans  extended  beyond 
the  proteffed  limits  of  a  redrefe  of  grievances, 
to  the  overthrow  of  thea6t  of  navigation,  that 
great  p;  lladium  of  Biitiili  commerce.  Th^* 
**•  quefiion 
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queftion  was  not  limited  to  i-evenue ;  but  in  chap. 
Its  determination  would  decide  whether  that  v.^^Xl 
great  commercial  fyftem  on  which  the.ftreiigth     »775* 
and  profperity  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  mu- 
tual interefts  of  both  countries  vitally  depend- 
ed, fhould  be  deftroyed  to  gratify  the  fooliflily 
ambitious  temper  of  a  turbulent  and  ungrate- 
ful people.     The    parent    ftate   fhould  never 
relax,  till  her  fupremacy  was  acknowledged  ; 
but  dutiful  compliance   would    be  attended 
yith  every  indulgence  confident  with  the  real 
intereft  of  both  countries ;  previous  conceflioh 
would  be  impolitic,  pufiUanimous,  and  abfurd. 
It  was  a  duty  incumbent  dti  adminiftration  to 
purfue  their  objcft  of  fubduing  the  rebellious 
AmericaDs ;  and  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  fecretary 
of  ftatei  explicitly  avowed  the  minifterial  refo- 
lution  of  enforcing  obedience  by  arms,  acknow- 
ledging with  pride  that  he  had  advifed  coer- 
cive meafures,  from  a  conviction  of  their  ne- 
fceffity.     All  enquiry  into  the  ftate  of  the  troops 
at  Bofton,  and  the  condu6i  of  Gage,  was  de- 
precated, on  account   of  the  impoflibility  of 
forming  a  judgment  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  and 
from  |uch  flender  materials  as  parliament  pof^ 
fefled.     The  motion  was  negatived/  Negatived. 

In  fubmitting  his  late  motion  to  the  houfe,  ift.Feb, 
fte  earl   of  Chatham  faid,  he  had  framed  a  J;°^1f^^*; 
plan  of  adjuftment,  folid,  honourable,  and  per-  tionfor  *** 
teanent)  which  he  took  the  earlieft  occafion  to  Jj^^^e  t® 
prefent  under  the  fofm  of  *^  A  prorifional  aft  Jil^*"* 
*'  for  fettling  the  troubles  in  America;  and  for 
"  aflerting  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority  and 
"  fuperintending  power  of  Great  Britain  over 
'*  the  colonies."    His  introduftory  fpeech  wa3 

-*  Contents  i8.-^Non- contents  $t.    The  diviHon  was  remarka- 
Ue  by  the  appearance  of  the  duke  of  Cumberland  in  the  minority. 

\0h^  IT.  V  fliort/ 
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Chap,  ihort:  uipng  the  neceffity  of  an  iimnediate 
^'^Yj    effort   at   conciliation.      Great    Britain   and 
M75'     America,  he  faid,  were  draMTi  up  in  martiaf 
array,  waiting  for  the  fignal  to  engage  in  a 
conteft,  in  which  it  was  little  matter  tor  whom 
yi6^ory  declared,  as  ruin  and  deftm6tion  muft 
be  the  inevitable  confequence  to  both.    He 
wiflied  to  a6l  the  part  of  mediator,  but  no  re- 
gard for  popularity,  no  predile6lion  for  his  own 
country,  not  his  high  eftecm  for  America  onp 
one  hand,  nor  his  unalterable  deady  regard 
for  Great  Britain  on  the  other,  fhould  influence' 
his  condud.     He  loved  the  Americans,  as  men 
prizing  and  fetting  the  juft  value  on  that  in-' 
'  efiimable  blefling,  liberty ;  but  were  he  once 
perfuaded,  that  they  entertained  the  nioft  dif- 
tant  intention  of  rejefting  the  legiflative  fu^ 
premacy,  and  general,  conftitutional,  fuperin- 
tending  authority  and  controul  of  the  Britilh 
leo-iflature,    he  would  be  the  fiiil  and  moft 
zealous  mover  foj?  exertitig  the  whole  force  of 
Britain  in  fecuring  and  enforcing  that  power^ 
He  entreated  the  affiftance  of  the  houfe  in  di-' 
gelling  his  crude  materials,  and  adapting  them 
to  the  dignity  and  importance  of  the  u\2>jedr 
and  their  great  ultimate  ends. 
Heaifft  of        The  bill  propofed  to  modify  the  declaratory 
arf*KM^"^'  law,  by  providing  that  the  parliament' of  Great 
Britain  Ihould  have  full  power  to  bind  American 
in  all  matters  relating  to  the  general  weal  of 
the  whole  dominion   of  the  imperial  crown, 
beyond  the  local  competency  of  diftin6t  colo- 
nial reprefentative  bodies,  and  particularly  ia 
the  regulation  ©f  trade.    To  quiet  groundlefs' 
jealoufies  and  fears  refpe6ting  a  fianding  army^ 
without  derogating  from  the  legiflative,  con- 
fiitutional,  and  hitherto  unqueftioned  preroga'^ 
tive  of  the  crown,  it  was  declaped  that  no  mili- 

tery 
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lafy  force,  however  raifed  and  maintained  ac-  cnht. 
eordtng  to  law,  Could  be  lawfully  employed  s>^^ 
to  violate  and  deftroy  the  juft  rights  of  the  *^7i* 
people.  The  claufc  refpeaing  taxation  or- 
dained, that  no  talkge  ta^t,  of  chafge  fc^r  the 
king's  revenue,  fhould  be  levied  in  America 
without  legdl  confent  of  the  provincial  affem- 
bly.  The  del^ates  to  the  late  general  con- 
grefs  were  again  to  meet  in  May,  and  confider 
6n  a  due  reco^ition  of  the  (upreme  legiflativd 
authority,  and  fuperintending  power  of  par- 
liament ;  and  of  a  free  gratit  of  a  certain,  per-* 
|>etual  tetenue,  t6  te  dilpofed  of  by  parliattient 
m  all«viation  of  the  national  debt,  which  hadj 
in  no  iriconfidefable  part,  been  incurred  fot 
the  extension,  defence,  ahd  profperity  of  tht 
Colonies.  This  free  grant  was  not^  however^ 
to  be  underfiood  as  a  condition  of  redrefe,  but 
a  teftimony  tif  aflfeftlon,  nor  could  congrefs 
fcxercife  the  fight  of  taxatiort,  without  firft 
duly  recognizing  the  fupreme  legiflative  and 
fuperintending  powef  of  pafliament.  Thtif 
prayer  of  the  petition  of  congrefs  was  then  to 
be  panted  by  reftfiftions  on  the  adniiraltj^ 
jurilai6lion  ;  a  reftoration  of  the  trial  by  jury 
where  aboliihed  in  civil  cafes;  a  renunciation 
6f  the  powCf  of  removing  perfons  indifted  fof 
Inurder  to  other  provinces,  dr  to  Great  Britain, 
for  trial ;  and  a  repea,!  of  all  the  a6b  relating 
to  Amefica,  from  tne  foufth  year  of  the  king^ 
to  thofe  of  the  laft  feflioti,  including  the  Que- 
bec aft,  and  that  for  quartering  foldiers. 
The  judges  were  to  hold  their  offices,  as  in 
£ngland,  during  good  behaviour :  and  the 
eolonial  chaf  ters  were'  confirmed,  and  declared 
Exempt  from  invafion  or  refumption,  except' 
ibr  mifufer,  or  fome  legal  grounds  of  forfeiture; 
'nie  bill  concluded  with  thefe  words  ;  "  Stf 
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CHAR  "  ihall  true    reconcilement  avert  impending 
y^^    "  calamities,  and  this  moft   folemn  national 
A77S.     "  accord  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colo- 
"  nies,  ftand  an  everlafting  monument  of  cle- 
**  mency  and  magnanimity  in  the  benignant 
"  father  of  his  people ;  of  wiftlom  and  modera- 
"  tiou  in  this  great  nation,  famed  for  iiumanity 
''  as  for  valour ;  and  of  fidelity  and  grateful 
"  afteftion  from  brave  and  loyal  colonics  to 
**  their  parent  kingdom,  which  will  ever  pro-: 
"  te6l  and  cherilh  them." 
Debate.  As  animated  debate  enfued.     The  earl  of* 

hii^tu  i^artmouth,  fecretary  of  ftate  for  America,  ex- 
mouth,      preffcd  a  wifh  that  the  bill  might  lie  on  the 
table,  to  be  taken  into  confideration  after  the 
adoption  of  fome  resolutions  relative  to  the 
|>apers  already  communicated. 
CpDofition      This  apparent  moderation  was  highly  dif-* 

$od^'dk  P^^^^^^S  ^  ^^^^  Sandwich,  who  infifted,  that 
any  conceffiori  was  an  abandonment  of  the 
caufe  of  government.  The  AAiericans  had 
formed  the  moft  hoftile  and  traitorous  defigns,, 
and  were  guilty  of  aftual  rebellion  in  feizing 
the  king's  forts  and  ammunition,  with  an 
avowed  intention  of  employing  them  againfb 
him.  The  mode  of  introducins:  the  bill  was 
unparliamentary  and  unprecedented.  The  ftalc 
pretence  of  prcferving  our  commercial  interefts 
bv  conceffions,  was  a  device  which  could  im- 
pofe  on  none  but  thofe  who  were  wilfully 
blind,  and  refolvcd  to  contradift  the  plaincft 
evidence  of  fafits :  the  Americans  were  not  dif-^ 
puting  about  words,  but  realities;  their  aim 
was  to  be  freed  from  commercial  reftriftions  j 
they  courted  the  trade  of  other  nations,  and 
he  had  in  his  pocket,  letters  which  would  un- 
deniably prove  that  fliips  were  then  lading  at 
L  Orient,    Havrc-dc-Grace,    and  Amfterdan^ 

with 
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f  ■ 

m\th  Eaft  India  and  European  commodities  for  chap. 
America.  He  therefore  moved  the  immediate  ^^ 
rejeQion  of  the  bill.  i775« 

The  fir  ft  lord  of  the  admiralty  was  fupporte<l  OppoCtion 
by  the  duke  of  Grafton,  earl  Gower,  and  the  ^^^^*^ 
earl  of  Hillft)orough.     The  duke  of  Grafton  The  Duke 
particularly    denounced   the  unparliamentary  ofGrafion. 
manner  of  hurrving:  the  bill  .  into  the  houfe  : 
he  had  the  honour  of  fitting  there  longer  than 
the  noble  earl,  and  remembered  no  fimilar  in- 
ftance.     So  great  a  variety  of  fubjefts  Ihould 
not  havd  been   combined,  but  diftinftly  dif- 
cuffed.     Other  o]>ponents  of  the  bill  contend'- 
ed,  that  it  was  calculated  to  gratify  the  Ameri- 
cans in  every  particular,  but  offered  no  fecu- 
rity  for  conceffion  on  their  part.     It  fanftified 
and  legalized  the  late  congrefs,  and  warranted 
another  affembly  of  the  fame  defcription.   The 
acts  of  parliament  propofed  to  be  repealed  were 
fuccefstiiUy  defended,   particularly  the  Que^ 
bee  aft,  which  was  peculiarly  extolled  for  mo- 
deration, juftice,  and  policy. 

The  bill  was  fupported,  or  rather  its  im-  Kiifiip. 
mediate  rejeftion  oppofed,  by  the  duke  of  Rich-  P®^**** 
Hiond,  earl  of  Shelburne,  and  lord  Camden. 
Lord  Shelburne  defcribed  a  ruined  commerce, 
ftarving  manufacturers,  increafed  taxes,  heavy 
poorVrates,  rents  fallen,  an  exhaufted  exche- 
quer, and  a  diminiflied  revenuj?,  as  inevitable 
€onfequences  of  the  meafures  purfued  by  ad- 
miuiftration.  Famine  muft  alfo  peceffarily 
enfue,  from  the  difcontinuance  of  the  vaft  fupply 
of  bread  com  derived  from  America.  In  tnat 
cafe  all  the  military  force  of  the  kingdom 
would  be  requitite  to  keep  the  people  in  due 
reftraint,  as  was  fully  demonftrated  durins:  the 
fcarcity  in  1766.  The  miniftry  were  gene- 
lally  challenged  to  difcufs  the  principles  of 
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the  bill,  although  an  immediate  decifion  wai« 
profeffedly  not  required.  The  laws  propore4 
to  be  repealed  were  analyfed  with  great  feverity, 
particiilarljr  thofe  of  the  laft  feffiop.  Nor  wa^ 
the  probability  of  foreign  interference  omitted  | 
and  the  miniftry  were  cautioned  againft  truft- 
}T\g  to  the  affuranccs  of  their  inveterate  ene-» 
xnieSj 

A  MOi^E  moderate  party,  confiding  of  the 
4uke  of  Manch^fter,  earl  Temple  and  lord  Lyt^ 
tleton,  difapproved  of  many  parts  of  the  bill, 
but  deprecated  its  fudden  rejedion,  a$  an  uut 
neceffary  infult  to  an  exalted  cbarafter.  Lord 
Temple  attributed  all  the  evils  and  diftra6lions. 
to  the  fatal  repeal  of  the  ftamp  aft ;  and  the  lawa 
of  the  laft  feflion  were  more  exceptionable  in 
mode,  than  matter.  Lord  Lyttleton  voted 
^gainft  the  ri^jetlion  of  tlie  bill,  yet  differed  ii^ 
many  refpefls  from  lord  Chatham,  particularly 
on  tne  fubjcft  of  thp  Quebec  aft,  itgainll  tbp 
repeal  of  v»  hidi  he*ftrenuoufly  contended. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  debate  much  perfonal. 
altercation  arofe.  The  duke  of  Richmond 
finimaclverted  with  great  feverity  on  lor<J 
Qower ;  and  lord  Chatham,  in  arguing  lor4 
Sandwich's  potion,  uttered  a  tremendous  phi? 
lippic  againft  the  whole  adminiftration. 

ItJe  began  with  his  quondam  colleague  iR 
office,  and  very  humble  fervant,  the  duke  of 
Grafton,  on  whofe  logic  \\c  defcanted  witH 
great  feverity.  Cpuld  he  be  more  juftly  charged 
with  hurrying  the  bufipefs  into  the  boufe,  ox 
his  gi^ace  Avith  hurrying  it  out?  America  wa^ 
declared  in  rebellion ;  eleven  days  had  el^pf^^ 
fmce  his  laft  iiiption,  and  no  meafure  had  yet 
been  propofed  by  any  of  the  king's  fervants, 
♦^  Even  now,"  he  faid,  *'  if  they  will  affure  ma 
^^  |:hev  have  a  plan  to  offer,  1  will  give  them  3|. 
5  y  '         "  fvoof 
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^  proof  of  candour  they  do  not  deferve,  by  chaP. 

*'  inilantiy  M'ithdrawing  my  bill.'*    Tlie  inde-    J^j^ 

cent  attempt  to  ftifle  the  meafure  in  embryo,      if7S* 

would  not  fink  it  in  oblivion ;  it  would  make  ijts 

way  to  the  public,  to  the  nation,  to  the  remotcuft 

wilds  of  America,  it  would  be  coolly  inveiligat- . 

ed,  and  appreciated  by  its  merits  or  demerits 

alone.     *'  lam  not  aftonilhed/'  he  continued, 

**  that  men  who  hate,  ihould  deteft  thole  who 

''  prize  liberty ;  or  that  thofe  who  want,  ihould 

"  perfecute  thofe  who  poffefs  virtue.     I  could 

'*  demoafirate,   were  I  fo  difpofed,    that  the 

"  whole  of  yow  political  conduft  has  been  one 

'*  continued  feries  of  weaknefs,  temerity,  def- 

'*  potifm,  ignorance,  futility,  negligence,  blun- 

*'  dering,  and  the  moft  notorious  fervility,  ia- 

"  capacity,  and  corruption.     On  reconfidera- 

"  tion  I  njuft  allow  yoo  one  merit,  a  ftrift  at- 

"  ten  tion  to  your  own  interefts:  in  that  view 

"  you  appear  found  ftatefmen,  and  able  poli- 

"  ticians.     You  well  know  if  the  prefent  mea- 

'*  fure  (hould  prevail,  you  mud  infiantly  re- 

''  linquifh  your  places.   I  doubt  much  whether 

"  you  will  be  able  to  keep  them  on  any  terms: 

'*  but  fure  I  am,  fuch  are  your  well-known  cha» 

'*  racers  and  abilities,  that  any  plan  of  recon* 

'*  cilation,  however  moderate,  wife,  and  feafif 

'*  ble,  muftfail  in  your  hands.     Who  then  can 

**  wonder,  that  you  fhould  negative  ^ny  me^- 

"  fure,  which  muft  anuihilate  your  power,  de» 

"  prive  you  of  your  emoluments,  and  at  once 

"  reduce  you  to  that  ftate  of  hifignificance, 

**  for  which  God  and  nature  defigned  you?'* 

The  earls  of  Gower  and  Hillfborough  warm-  RcpJy  of 
h  reprobated   tliefe    intemperate  animadverT  m»n«it««f 
tons,  as  the  mere  refult  of  a  faftious  defign  to 
pnbarrafs  government,  and  obtain  undue  po? 
pularity ;  great  induftry  would  doubilefs  be  cm- 
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ployed  in  circulating  the  bill,  and  inflaming 
the  public  mind,  both  in  England  and  America. 
To  talk  of  three  millions  of  Americans  in  arms 
was  a  grofs  exaggeration,  the  whole  population 
djid  not  exceed  tnat  amount:  one  third,  atleaft, 
would  fubmit,  and  deducing  from  the  remain" 
der,  the  aged,  the  infants,  and  the  females,  his 
lordfliip's  fafts  would  be  found  no  more  correfl; 
than  his  arguments.  It  would  be  fufficiently 
early  to  anfwer  general  charges,  whep  fo  point- 
ed as  to  call  for  defence  or  explanation  :  but, 
Jord  Gowerobferved,  theperfons  cenfured  only 
/liared  the  fate  of  all  other  adminiftrations  he 
£ver  remembered ;  }ord  Chatham  having  uni- 
formly condemned,  though  he  afterwards  a6led 
With  them,  and  if  his  age  did  not  form  an  im- 
pediment, he  would  probably  givp  on  the  pre- 
Icnt  occafion,  one  more  proof  of  verfatility,  by 
warmly  efpoufipg  the  meafures  he  now  fo  loud- 
ly condemned. 

Loup  Sandwich's  motion  was  carried,  and 
that  for  bringing  in  the  bill  rejedled.** 

Meanwhile  the  papers  fubmitted  to  the 
houfe  of  commons  were  referred  to  a  committee, 
and  numerous  petitions  offered  on  American 
aftairs,-  from  great  mercantile  cities  and  towns,* 
praying  parliament  to  defift  from  thofe  pro- 
peedings  which  occafioned  the  American  af- 
foclation,  fo  prejudicial  to  comiperce. 
.  On  the  firft  petition  from  the  merchants  of 
London,  a  (tr^nuoiis  debate  arofe  oji  a  propofi- 
tion  to  refer  it  to  a  committer  op  the  twenty- 

4  6t  to  3$. 

•  The  Americtn  merchants  in  London  prefented  two;  Bnftol 
^e  fame  nonober,  Glafgow,  Norwich,  Liverpool,  Maricbefter»  Btr* 
rninghanit  Wolverhampton,  Pudley,  and  leveral  other  places  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  fent  petitionsa  as  did  various  bodies  of 
fM^fphanft  Iptereited  in  tl)e  gixat  obj^6ls  of  difputCt 

feveiith, 
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ftventh  of  January,  the  day  after  that  appointed  chap. 
for  confidering  the  papers.     Much  acrimony  ^JP^^ 
w^s  difplayed  in  arraigning  the  condud;  of  mi-     1775*. 
nifters,  and  much  ridicule  thrown  on  the  pro-  Rgfc,TOii» 
pofed    committee,    which   Burke  humoroufly  acomuiitr 
termed  a  Coventry  committee,  and  a  commit*  ***• 
tee  of  oblivion.    The  queftion  was  however  car*^ 
ricd/  and  all  the  enfuing  petitions,  together 
with  one  from  Birmingham  of  contrary  ten-r 
dency,^  were  iubmitted  to  the  fame  committee. 
The  merchants  of  London,  difpleafed  by  thi^ 
reference,  withdrew  their  petitions,  declaring 
themfelves  under  no  appreheniions  refpe6ling 
their  American  debts,  unlefs  the  means  of  re- 
nuttance  iliould  be  cut  off  by  meafures-  adopted 
ia  Great  Britain. 

Dr.  Franklin,  and  Meffrs.  Bollan  and  Lee,  «5th tn4 
who  were  authorized  by  the  continental  con-  ^^i^J^^ 
greis  to  prefent  their  petition  to  the  king,  alfo-  Dr.Fnnk-p 
prayed  to  be  examined  at  the  bai,  in  fupport  Jj^^ 
of  that  paper  which  they  were  enabled  to  elu-- 
cidate.     In  debating  this  requeii,  it  was  infill- 
ed on  one  fide,  that  compliance  would  lead  to 
inextricable  confufion,  and  deftroy  the  whole 
colony  government.    It  would  explicitly  fanc- 
tion  the  congrefs,  which  was  not  a  legal  meetf 
ing,  and  recognize  the  parties  making  the  ap-^ 
plication,  who  were  not  in  faft  legally  appoint- 
ed.   On  the  other,  it  was  contended  that  the 
congrefs,  however  illegal  for  other  purpofes, 
were  fully  competent  to  this :  the  petition  was 
figned  by  thejnembers :  it  might  be  received 
as  from  them  in  their  individual  capacity,  and 
the  equity  of  the  houfe  Ihould  rather  lead  to 

'  1^7  to  81. 

s  It  was  infiftcd  b^  oppofition  that  this  counter-petition  was  nn* 
fairly  obtained  by  minineriai  influence^  and  not  iigned  by  pcrfont 
fcally  inttreftcd  in  the  Americaii  trade. 

the 
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CHAP,  thf  adoption  of  plaufible  reafons  for  receivtdgy 

^IP^,    than  the  invention  of  pretences  for  rejeding 

^77 tf     fuch  papers ;  the  pradiice  of  difmifling  petitions 

and  declining  the  examination  of  agents,  would 

eftabliih  an  opinioUy  that  thofe  who  refufed  to 

hear  complaints,  abdicated  the  rights  of  go- 

vemmim^  and  thu^s  naturally  lead  to  univerfal 

pti^eacd.    rebellion.   The  introdu£lion  of  the  petition  was 

not  permitted.^ 
•^Feb.         In  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  on  the 
2^51^"^  papers  from  America,  lord  North  re-argued  the 
Anericas  cuftomary  topics  of  parliamentary  fupremacy, 
M^**      the  propriety  of  American  contribution,  and 
li^tneis  of  the  taxes  hitherto  impofed,  wiiich 
did  not  amount  to  more  tlian  fix  pence  a  year 
on  each  individual.  Then,  denouncing  the  con* 
federacy  againfi  importation  as  the  caufe  of  the 
prefent  feparation,  ne  unfolded  his  plan  of  C(V 
isrcion,  which  was,  to  fend  to  America  a  X^r^tr 
military  force,  and  by  a  temporary  a6k,  to  (top 
the  foreign  conrmerce  of  New  England,  aiid 
tiieir  fiihery  on  the  bainks  of  Newioundlandi 
till  they  returned  to  their  duty;    declaring, 
whenever  the  event  took  place,  their  real  griev* 
ances  ihonld,  on  proper  application,  be  redrefiV  ' 
Motion  for  cd,  His  motiou  was  for  an  addrefs,  thanking  the 
ajaaddrcfs,  fciiig  ^qj  the  communication  of  papers;  afiiraif 
ing  the  province  of  Maffechuffet's  Bay  to  be  inl 
rebellion ;  declaring  the  refolution  of  the  houfer 
not  to  relinquilh  any  part  of  the  f<ivereign  aur 
tliority,  veiled  by  law  in  his  majefty  and  the 
^wo  houfes,  over  every  branch;  of  the  empire; 
and  profefiing  their  conftant  readinefs  to  pay 
Oktentidn  to  the  grievances  of  the  fubje6l,  wheiv 
prefented  in  a  dutiful  and  conllitutional  man- 
ner.   The  king  was  requefted  to  tgke  eiFec- 

k  ziS  to  $8. 

tual 


I      it 


O  E  O  R  6  £    ni.  «19 

tuai  meafbres  for  enforcing  obedience  to  the  chaiv 
laws  and  authority  of  the  Aipreme  legiflatur^  \^^\ 
and  in  the  moft  folemn  manner  aflurea  of  thetr     1771* 
fixed  refolution,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives 
and  properties,  to  i^pport  him  againft  all  re* 
bellious  attempts,  in  the  maintenance  of  hi9 
juft  rights,  and  thofe  of  the  two  houfes. 

Th£  debate,  though  fpisited  and  vehement, 
afforded  little  novelty;  and  bq  other  intereft 
than  appertained  to  the  importance  of  the  fub« 
je6i.      Fox  ijBoved  an  amendment,  ceufuring  Ameodt 
the  miniftrv,  for.  having  rather. inflamed  than  ^^^ 
heale4  differences,  and  praying  for  their  re*  "^"^ 
IBOvaL     He  expatiated  on  the  injuftice,  inex- 
pediency, and  folly  of  the  motion;  prophefyr 
lag  defeat  in  America;  ruin  and  punifl>ment 
at  home. 

Dunking  dented  the  exifience  of  rebellion, 
but  was  fully  anfwered  by  Thurlow.  The  cha* 
m^v  of  the  Ameriqans,  their  religious  enthu^ 
&a&B  and  inaptitude  for  arm$»  were  difcuffed 
with  more  yehemeuce  than  judgment  Cap- 
tain Luttrell  pointed  out  the  evils  and  inom* 
venknces  refultiQg  from  a  war  with  the  color 
iMes ;  difcufTed  at  large  the  probability  of  fore^^ 
interference,  and  infpeaking  of  the  inefficiency 
of  arms  in  fuch  a  caufe,  concluded  with  tfaif 
ftmark :  '^  The  Americana^  however,  feel  as  a 
"  coniblation,  that  every  fhip  and  every  rt^U 
"  ment  knX  to  Boflon,  adds  firengtih  to  their 
caufe;  fw  without  much  preteniion  to  pro* 
pbefy,  I  may  foretell,  that  the  hifloiy  of  tiiefe 
"  difienfions  will  be  limilar  to  that  of  the  trou-* 
'*  bles  in  Ireland,  in  the  rei^  of  Elizabeth. 
Thai;  queen,  impatient  to  tabdue  the  Iriih^ 
employed  a  large  army,  but  the  rebels  daily 
^*  gathered  ftrenffth;  Elizabeth  demanding  the 
'*  paijfe,  was  an^pred,  that  the- army  there  was 

''  the 
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CHAP.    "  the  true  rcafon;  for  their  money  had  found 

y^Xi/    "  '^  ^^y  ^^*^  ^^^  country,  and  enabled  her 
1775*     "  opponents,  not  bnly  to  purchafe  ammuni- 
"'  tion  and  warlike  ftores,    but  et^en  to  hire 
"  foreign  officers."    The  amendraent  was  ne- 
gatived.* 
6t\i  Feb,         On  the  prefentation  of  the  report,  lord  John. 
Motion  to   Cavcndifh  moved  to  recommit  the  addrefs;  in 
STadSSfs.  the  debate,  in  which  the  exiftence  of  rebellion, 
and  the  policy  of  declaring  it,  were  amply  dif- 
cufled,  Wilkes  would  not. pretend  to  decide 
on  the  ftate  of  Maffachuffet's  Bay ;  a  fit  and 
proper  refiftance,  was  a  revolution^  not  a  rebel- 
fion.     "  Who  can  tell,"  he  faid,   ^*  whether,  in 
*-^  confequence  of  this  very  day's  violent  and 
"  mad  addrefs,  the  fcabbard  may  not  be  thrown 
"  away  by  them  as  well  as  by  us,  and,  flioulA 
"  fuccefs  attend  them,  whether,  in  a  few  years, 
the  Americans  may  not  celebrate  the  glorious 
era  of  the  revolution  of  1775,  ^s  we  do  that 
^  of  1688.     SuGcefs  crowned  the  generous  ef- 
^*  forts  of  our  forefathers  for  freedom,  elfe  they 
"  had  died  on  the  fcafFold  as  traitors  and  re* 
"  bels,  and  the  period  of  our  hiftory,  which 
**  does  us  the  moft  honour,  would  have  been 
"  deemed  a  rebellion  againft  lawful  authority; 
not  a  refiftance  fanclioned  by  all  the  laws  of 
God  and  man,  and  the  expulfion  of  a  tyrant." 
In  anfwcr  to  thefe  obfervations,  it  was  faid, 
the  prefent  important  crifis,  (and  one  more  in- 
tricate had  not  occurred  fince  the  revolution) 
was  not  more  to  be  attributed  to  the  refractory 
fpirit  of  ungrateful  fubjeSs  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  Atlantic,  than  to  fome  no  lefs  reftlefs  on 
this  fide;    and  as  a  gpeat  minifter  had  onc^ 

*  There  were  two  diviGont,:  on  the  amcfidment,  the  numbers  were 
394-  to  105 ;  on  ttie  original  motion,  296  to  xo6« 

•      boafled 


GEO  ROE    m^  ftS4 

bocfted  of  having  conquered  America  in  Ger-  chap, 
many ;  fo  it  would  now  be  neceffary  to  conquer    3^^]I^j 


it  wholly  or  partially  in  England;  for  till  re-  V7s 
ftraint  could  be  impofed  on  the  fedition  fo  con- 
ftantly,  artfully,  and  iliamefuUy  circulated  from 
hence,  and  a  check  given  to  thofe  incendiaries 
who  breathed  forth  the  inflammatory  poifou 
conveyed  in  every  news-paper,  we  could  never 
hope,  without  the  laft  extremities,  to  bring  the 
wicked  leaders  of  thofe  deluded  people  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty  and  obligations.  Tneir  pro- 
ceedings, and  the  papers  before  the  houfe,  evi- 
dently proved  they  were  ungratefully  afpiring 
to  be  independent;  a  future  age  might  poflibly 
vitnefs  the  accomplifliment  of  their  defign; 
but  it  was  the  duty  of  Engliflimen^  by  vigi- 
lance, to  prevent  the  anticipation  of  that  evil 
day:  remiffnefs  or  want  of  firmnefs  would  leave 
an  everlafting  (lain  on  the  prefent  age.  The 
declarations  of  congfefs  were  traced  to  the  real 
fburces,  and  their  arrogance  in  prohibiting  Bri- 
tilh  commodities,  was  cxpofed  to  deferved  cen* 
fare.  "  To  all  nations  with  whom  we  are  not 
"  actually  at  war,"  Sir  William  Mayne  obferv- 
ed,  "  we  can  tranfpoit  our  commodities  with 
"  fafety;  but  it  is  only  on  the  inhofpitable 
"  continent  of  America,  that  Britifli  manufac- 
"  ture»,  the  produce  of  Britiih  induftry,  cannot 
''  find  an  afylum." 

Lord  North,  wlio  had  before  fhewn  fome  iifefoio- 
irrefolution  and  doubt,  relative  to  the  meafures  ^'Jnj^.** 
of  coercion,  by  ftating  a  wilUngnefs  to  repeal 
the  tax  on  tea,  if  that  conceflion  would  fatisfy 
the  Americans,  now  difplayed  ftill  greater  hefi- 
tation.  He  difclaimed  the  taxation  of  America 
as  an  aft  of  his  adminiftration,  and  traced  it  to 
flie  duke  of  Grafton;  adding,  that  the  quar- 
rel woul^  be  terminated,  if  the  conftitutional 
'  i  rights 


fnccch. 
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CHAP,  right  of  fuprema^  we«  conceded  to  G  reat  Bri*' 
xxv^    tain.    The  motion  for  reconiinitnient  was  ne^ 
^75.     gatived.^ 

cJof**        ^  coNrEiifcv<!«  naving  l)een  held  on  the 
en«.         addrefs,  the  earl  of  Dartmouth  moved  for  the 
Debatt  In    concuff ence  of  the  loMs :  the  fharqui»  of  Ro^k* 
^^^    ingham,  at  the  fame  time,  prefented  petitions 
from    the  American  merchanta   in   London, 
and  from  the  Weft  India  planters;  and  thtf 
previous  quefHon  was  demanded  on  the  earl  of 
Dartmouth's  motion. 
lotd  Lord  MansfielI),    in  a  long  and  abltf 

2^  ipeech,  defcanted  on  the  arfogance  of  thcf 
American  claims,  demonftrated  the  futility  of' 
the  reafonings  to  impofe  a  belief  that  the 
cdlonifts  contended  tor  an  exemption  from 
taxation  only,  and  animadverted  on  lord  Chat-* 
ham's  declaration  in  a  former  debate,  that  iri 
return  for  a  temporary  fufpenfion,  and  ultimatei 
fepeal  of  the  obnoxious  ads,  America  muff 
unequivocally  admit  the  fupreme  legiflativc 
controuling  power  of  parliament,  in  eveiy  cafe 
except  that  of  taxation.  The  congrefs,  he 
remarked,  avoided  every  declaration^  equivo-^ 
eal  or  unequivocal ;  for  all  they  promifed  wstf 
fubmiffion  to  the  aft  of  navigatiofn,  while  they 
boldly  contended  for  the  repeal  of  evcty  laW 
from  which  that  aft  could  derive  force  or 
cflfeft.  He  minutely  analyzed  the  declarations 
of  congrefs,  and  the  afts  of  parliament  of 
which  they  complained,  proving,  that  to  an- 
nul any^  except  the  tax  laAvs,  would  be  a  com- 
plete renunciation  of  fovereignty.  On  thef 
petitions  he  obferved,  that,  undoubtedly  ever/ 
clafs  of  people  would  feel  feverely  the  effe6& 
of  war,  while  none  could  anfwer  for  its  events,' 

*•  <8S  to  i»5^ 


the  firitiih  forces  might  be  drfeated,  the  Ameri-  c H  aR 
cans  might  prei'ail,  and  Great  Britain  be  ftrip-  J?2^ 
pad  for  ever  of  the  fovereignty;  Ijut  the  W> 
queftion  was,  whether  the  right  of  the  mother- 
country  fliouid  be  riefolutely  afleried,  or  at 
6ncc  relincpiiflied.  He  argued,  from  the  docu-» 
ihcnts  before  the  houfe,  that  the  colonies  were 
ia  a  (late  of  rebellion,  and  while  he  doubted 
the  expediency  of  taxation,  deprecated  the 
confideration  of  the  queftion  in  that  view,  till 
the  right  fliould  be  fully  aflerted  and  acknow-^ 
Icdged.  He  condemned  the  taxes  impofed  in 
1767,  »  the  foundation  of  all  the  troubles 
and  political  confufions ;  they  had  thrown  the 
colonies  into  a  ferment,  and  injured  Britifh 
commerce,  by  fiiniifliing  the  Americans  with 
a  tempUition  to  fmuggle. 

LoRO  Camd£n  combated  the  aflertion  that  ^^^^'^^ 
the  colonies  were  in  rebellion,  and  entered  into 
a  variety  of  difiin£lions  relative  to  conftrudive 
treafon*  He  difclaimed  all  participation  irr 
the  law  for  taxitig  America,  having  never  been 
eonfulted  on  the  lubje6l. 

The  duke  of  Grafton  complained  warmty  thkt  ^ 
of  the  conduA  of  both  the  law  lords^;  it  was  ^^tafti^ 
mean,   he  faid,  in  lord   Camden,  and  much 
beneath  the  dignity  of  the  exalted  fiatiott  he  ^ 
had  filled,  when  the  duties  were  impofed,  to 
fcreen  himfelf  from  the  confequences  by  im-* 
puting  the  meafure  to  others,  who,  as  he  was 
fully  confcious,  had  no  more  particular  con- 
cern in  it  than  hirtifelf.    The  aft  was  confent- 
td  to,  at  lead  in  the  cabinet :  lord  Camden 
acquiefced  in  it,  he  fat  in  the  chair  of  that 
houfe  while  it  pafled  in  its  feVeral  ftages,  andf 
fignified  the  royaJ  appnobation  under  the  feal 
of  his  office  ;  and  ftiatl  he  now  tell  the  houfe 
and  the  public,  that  it  paifed  without  his  ap-- 

probation 
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CHAP,   probation  or  participation  ?     The  duke  glsdljr 
v^ZL/   ^^*^^1^^  himfelf  of  the  opportunity  of  teftifying 
J775^     to  the  public,  that  he  was  not  the  author  of 
the  meafure ;  perhaps  it  was  contrary  to  hi» 
judgment;  but  he  referved  his  fentiments to- 
a  future  occafion  ;  every  cabinet  minifter  wha 
a6ied  and  deliberated  in  that  capacity  at  the 
time  of  palling  a  law,  fliould  equally  ihare  the 
cenfure  or  applaufe  refulting  from  its  merits 
or  defeats.     His  grace  combated  lord  Mans- 
field's arguments  againft  the  mode  of  enforcing 
the  aft,  and  lamented  the  misfortune  he  fut- 
fered  while  minifter,  in  being  deprived  of  his 
afliftance,  which  l>e  knew  was  aftbrded  to  pre- 
vious adniiniltrations. 
lord  Lyt-       LoRD  Lyttleton  fpoke  With  great  feverity 
•^'**-        on  the  doftrine  of  lord  Camden  refpeding  con- 
•ftruclive  treafons.     Thofc  little  evafions  and 
diftin6tions,  he  obferved,  were  the  efFeSs  of 

I)rofcflional  fubtlety,  and  low  cunning  j  it  wa* 
lighly  abfurd  to  enter  into  fuch  flimfy  obfer\'a- 
tions  on  this  or  that  particular  phrafe  or  word, 
and  thence  draw  deductions,  equally  puerile 
and  inconclufive,  that  the  colonies  were  not 
in  rebellion.  He  fljould  not  abide  by  fuch 
far-fetched  interpretations ;  but  be  guided  by.r 
common  fenfe,  and  only  confult  the  papers  o» 
the  table,  to  prove  beyond  queftion  the  very 
reverfc  of  lord  Camden's  inference. 
j^j^Shoi-  Lord  Shelburne,  hoping  the  day  of  in- 
bume.  quiry  and  public  retribution  would  come,  when 
the  author  of  the  prcfcnt  dangerous  meafure* 
would  be  difcovered,  and  that  dcfpotic  fyftera, 
which  had  for  fome  time  governed  the  colonies' 
be  developed,  allirmed,  from  his  own  know- 
ledge, that  neither  the  duke  of  Grafton  nor 
lord  Camden  approved  of  taxing  America; 
his  own  fcutiments  were  too  well  known  to' 

require 
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require  recapitulation;  and  he  intimated  that  chap. 

the  king  was  favourably  difpofed  towards  tiie^   J^Zj 

colonies.    It  was  therefore  deferving  of  en-     1775-  | 

quiry,  how  this  unexpe^ed  change  was  effed- 

ed,  and  by  what  fatal  over-ruling  influence  i 

this  great  empire  was  brought  to  the  eve  of  a  ! 

civil  war  ? 

The  debate  now  became  extremely  tumul-  Duke  of  ^ 
tuary.    The  duke  of  Richmond  related  official  ^»chn>«»^ 
anecdotes,  tending  to  cenfure  lard  Mansfield,  Lord 
who  in  reply  denied  the  charge  of  having  in-  Mamficld. 
fluenced   or  direded    the   prefent  meafures; 
though,  if  true,  he  iheuld  glory  in  it,  as  he 
thought  them  wife,  politic,  and  equitable.     He 
difavowed,  with  manly  pride,  the  low  arts  ufed 
to  obtain  popularity;   and  while  he  claimed 
the  merit  of  ftriving  to  deferve,  renounced, 
with  deteflation,  the  bafenefs  of  courting  it; 
he  expofed  the  artifices  of  which  he  had  been 
witnefs  among  cabinet-miniilers,  to  acquire 
popularity,  as  the  means  of  forwarding  their 
ambitious  or  interefted  views ;  and  anfwered  th^ 
menaces  of  his  opponents  with  magnanimous 
defiance:   ''  I  am tlireatened !"  he  exclaimed; 
^  I  dare  the  authors  of  thofe  threats  to  put  any 
*^  one  of  them  in  execution.     I  am  ready  to 
''  meet  their  charges,    and  prepared  for  the 
"  event,  cither  to  cover  my  adverfaries  with  -   . 

"  fijame  and  difgrace,  or  in  the  fall,  rifque  the 
^^  remnant  of  a  life  nearly  drawing  to  a  con- 
"  clufion,  and  confequently  not  worth  much 
•*  folicitude/' 

Lord  Shelburne  affain  preffed  his  former  ixmiShtU 
obfervations,  and  more  than  infinuated  that  the  ^«*^«» 
chief*ju(lice  of  the    King's  Bench  had  not 
fpoken  the  truth :  upon  which  lord  Mansfield,  Lord 
with  confiderable  warmth,  lamented  that  for  Mantfield. 
the  firft  time,  he  witneffed  a  deviation  from  the 
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iifual  ptSL&ice  of  that  houfe,  to  behave  like  geri* 
tfciiien,  and  accufed  the  kft  fpeaker  of  utter- 
ing grofs  falfehoods.  Lord  Shelburne  retorted 
the  charge ;  and  after  fome  extraneous  fpeecheiS 
relative  to  tlie  tiavy,  this  difgraceful  and  in- 
decorous debate  wa^  terminated,  by  adopting 
the  affirmative  of  the  previous  queftion,  and 
agreefhg  to  the  addrefs  of  fhe  houfe  of  com- 
mons.' A  pfoteft  on  each  fubjefl;  vsls  entered 
on  the  journals. 

The  king's  anfwer  to  the  addrefs  walsaccotn- 
panied  with  a  meffage,  in  confequence  of 
which  two  thoufand  addfttonat  feamen,  and 
four  thoufand  three  hundred  and  eighty-three 
land-forces  were  voted,  though  not  without 
many  fevere  cenfures  on  the  conduft  (yf  go^ 
vernment,  the  deceit  pra^lifed  by  minifters  in 
the  fmall  force  at  firft  demanded,  and  infinua- 
tions  on  the  infufficiency  of  the  armament  t6 
eflfeft  any  beneficial  purpofe;  the  probability 
of  foreign  interference  was*  not  omitted,  and 
captain  Walfingham  aflerted  that  France  had 
feventy-five  fail  of  the  line,  one-half  of  which 
were  manned  and  fit  for  aftual  fervice. 

In  purfuance  of  his  plan,  lord  North  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  reftrainins:  the  commerce  of 
the  New  England  provinces  to  Great  Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Weft  Indies,  and  prohibiting 
them  from  carrying  on,  for  a  limited  time,  any 
fifhery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  witn 
an  exception  in  favour  of  individuals  who  ihould 
obtain  from  the  governors  of  certain  province^ 
certificates  of  good  behaviour,  and  take  a  teft 
acknowledging  the  rights  of  parliament 

I  The  previous  queftbn  is,  Wbethe/  the  main  queftion  (hall  bt 
^w  piit  ?  which  ^as  carried  by  X04  to  19 :  the  divifion  on  the 
principal  qucilion  was  87  to  27,  The  ^irotcft*  were  figncdby  it 
peers. 

-  The 
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^Hfe  bill  was  juftified  by  the  rebellious  ftate  chap. 
6f  thbfe  provinces,  as  proved  by  the  papers  be-   ,3?^ 
fore  thehoufe:  the  arguments  in  its  fupport     »77s. 
were,  that  as  the  Americans   had  refufed  to 
trade  with  this  kingdom,  it  was  juft  to  prevent 
their  commerce  with  other  nations*     Whatever 
diftrefe  they  might. feel,  their  own  coiidu6l  left 
them  no  right  of  complaint :  they  had  begun 
the  practice  by  aii  affociation  calculated  to  ruin 
our  mefchaiits,  impoverifh  our  manufa6lurers^ 
and  ftarve  the  Weft  India  iflands^ 

The  oppofition  urged  the  impolicy  of  de-*  Opptofi-- 
ftroying  a  trade  which  could  never  be  i^ftored :  ^'°"' 
God  and  nature,  they  argued,  had  given  the 
Newfoundland  fiihery  to  New,  and  not  to  Old 
England.  The  penalties  confounded  the  in-^ 
Bocent  with  the  guilty ;  nor  was  it  poifible  for 
government  to  ilfue  fuch  a  proclamation  as 
would  afford  fecurity  to  all  wno  were  well  in- 
tentioned*  The  bill  was  calculated  to  irritate 
the  Aniericans  and  ftarte  four  provinces ;  and 
the  danger  of  the  Americans  withholding  th6 
debts  due  to  Britifh  merchants  was  ftrongly 
ufffed. 

During  the  progfefs  of  the  bill,  petitions  i4ihPth4 
were  prefcnted  from  the  American  merchants  P«"^»ow* 
in  London,  from  the  merchants  of  Poole,  from  asth^ 
the  quakers,  and  from  the  merchants  of  Water- 
ford.    They  were  referred  to  a  committee,  and  ^^hM^r. 
many  witneffes  examined;  but  their  evidence  Evidence/ 
did  not  prove  the  inexpediency  of  the  mea- 
fure. 

On  the  third  reading,  Mr.  Hartley  propofed  fJetat^oit 
an  amendment,  permitting  the  importation  of  ^^^  ^^^^ 
fuel,  corn,  meal,  flour,  and  other  viAual,  car-  '^^^'^s* 
ried  coaft-wife  from  other  parts  of  America  into 
the  profcribed  provinces.   This  motion  brought 
before  the  houfe,  in  aggravated  colours,  thcl 

^  a  queftioil 


44*  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND^. 

CHA?.  cpjcftk>n  of  involving  in  one  common  famine 
2^^^  the  friend  and  the  foe  of  government ;  the  re-' 
ffj^'  fiftint;  aflult,  the  feeble  infant,  the  pregnant 
female,  and  the  decrepid  elder.  The  poor  peo- 
ple, Barke  obferved,  were  already  reduced  ta 
beggary,  and  now  the  beggars  fcrip  was  taken 
from  them  ;  eren  the  moriel  tendered  by  the 
hand  of  charity  was  daflied  from  the  mouth,  of 
hunger.  ^ 

Governor  Powkall  anfwered  all  thefe  ar- 
^umeats  by  Aating  as  a  faft,  that  the  New 
Englifli  colonies'  (although  agriculture  was 
iiegle6led)  were  in  no  danger  of  famuie:  they 
■were  great  grazing  fettlenients,  and  the  flour 
atnd  bifcuit  imported  from  Philadelphia  and 
New  York  were  merely  articles  of  luxury  for 
the  rich :  he  therefore  ridiculed  the  imputa-' 
tions  of  obduracy  and  cruelty  fo  liberally  ad- 
vanced againft  the  miniftry,  and  confidering 
the  bill  as  a  mere  commercial  regulation,  with- 
holding indulgences  from  colonies,  who  pro-' 
hibited  trade  with  England,  gave  it  his  cordial 
fupport.  The  motion  was  negatived." 
rsthand  In  the  lords,  the  bill  was  oppofed,  as  in  the 
c^Mfitl^jIi  1^^^^'  houfe.  Petitions  were  prefented,  and 
intbehouft  whuefles  examined,  to  the  fame  effect.  On  tbr 
•fiords  potion  fo»  its  Commitment,  the  marquis  of 
Rockingham  compared  the  conduct  of  minif- 
try to  that  of  marfhal  Rozen,  king  James  the 
Second's  French  general  in  Ireland,  who  in 
order  to  reduce  the  garrifon  of  Derry,  colleAeii 
the  wives,  children,  and  -aged  parents  of  the 
belieged  under  the  walls,  there  to  perilh  by 
famine,  or  to  be  maflacred  if  they  attempt- 
ed to  retreat  "  But,"  the  marquis  added, 
"  weak,    infatuated,    and   bigotted,    as   thaf 


»  lit  to  5t. 
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^prince  was,    his  heart  revolted  at  fucli  a  CHap^ 
"  horrid  expedient  for  fubduing  his  enemies;  ^J?^- 
*^  as  foon  as  it  reached  his    knowledge,    he     «775- 
"  immediately  countermanded  the  barbarous 
^^  order,  and  left  tlie  innocent  and  unoffending 
"  at  liberty."  . 

The  minifterial  members  explicitly  denied 
the  imputation  of  intending  to  fubjeft  the  co- 
ionids  to  famine:  far  from  tliiaking  themfelves 
driven  to  that  refource,  they  confiaere<l,  that  ia 
the  event  of  armed  refiftance,  tlie  Americans 
would  afford  an  eafy  and  inglorious  conqneil. 
"  Suppofe  the  colonies  to  abound  in  men^*'  lord 
Sandwich  injudicioufly  exclaimed,  **  of  what 
"  importaisice  is  the  faft?  They  are  raw,  un- 
'*  difciplined,  and  cowardly.  I  wifh,  inftead  of 
"  forty  or  fifty  thoufand  of  thefe  brave  fellows, 
"  they  would  produce,  at  leaft,  two  hundred  ^ 

*^  thoufand ;  tne  more  the  better !  the  eafier 
"  would  be  the  cohqucft : — if  they  did  not  run 
"  away,  they  would  ftarve  themfelves  into  com* 
^'  pliance  with  oar  meafures."  He  related  in 
fupport  of  his  opinion,  an  anecdote  of  the  laft 
war,  derived  from  Sir  Peter  Warren.  The  duke 
of  Grafton.maintained,  that  the  bill  was  founds 
ed  on  the  principle  of  retaliation  and  punifl)'^ 
ment,  for  an  outrage  as  daring  as  it  was  un- 
provoked, ftill  further  heightened  and  aggra* 
vated  by  refiftance  to  all  lawful  authority,  and 
almoft  a  pofitive  avowal  of  total  independence 
on  the  mother-country." 

Ox  the  third  reading,  an  amendment  i^^as  tiftMan 
made,  invalidating  proteding  certificates  ob- 
tained from  the  governorsof  New  Jerfey,  Pen«» 
fylvania,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Caro- 
lina, on  the  ground,  that  thefe  colonies  were  a» 

*  Tht  numbers  for  committing  the  bill  wen  104  tp  §9*  - 
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much  in  ^  ftate  of  rebellion  as  thofe  of  Ne^r 
England.*  The  bill,  thus  altered,  not  agreeing 
with  its  title,  the  houfe  of  commons  defired  d^ 
conference,  when  the  lords  withdrew  their 
amendment,  and  the  bill  paffed  in  its  original 
form.  A  proteft  againft  it  was  figned  by  fix- 
teen  peers. 

The  amendment  of  the  lords  was,  in  fa&, 
rendered  unneceflary  by  a  bill,  which  lord 
North  introduced,  w^hen  the  New  England  re^ 
ftraining  a6l  had  paffed  the  houfe  of  commons, 
for  laying  reftriftions,  nearly  fimilar,  on  the  pro- 
vinces they  had  fpiecified.  It  paffed  the  lower 
houfe,  not  without  fome  oppofition;  but  no 
new  argument  was  offered,  and  in  the  proceed- 
ino-s  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  neither  debate  nor 
proteft  appears, 

To  counterbalance  the  inconveniences  which 
might  be  expefled  from  thefe  laws,  theminifters 
allowed  bounties  on  the  importation  of  flax^ 
feed,  and  ^to  Irifli  fhips  engaged  in  the  New- 
foundland and  Greenland  nflieries,  and  remov- 
ed  feme  reftrai^ts  which  in  other  refpeds  af- 
fefted  the  Irifh  commerce, 

While  the  bill  for  reftraining  the  trade  and 
fiflieries  of  the  New  England  provinces  was 
yet  depending,  lord  North,  to  the  furprife  of 
oppofition,  aiid  of  many  adherents  of  miniftry, 
•brought  forAvard,  in  a  committeie,  propofitions 
-for  conciliating  the  differences  with  America. 
Adverting  to  tlie  terms  of  the  addrefs  on  the 
American  papers,  he  obferved,  although  par- 
liament could  never  relinquifli  the  right  of 
^xation,  yet  if  the  Americans  would  propofe 
pieans  of  contributing  their  Ihare  tp  the  cbm- 
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mon  defence,  theexercife  of  the  right  might  chap. 
vithout  hefitationbefufpended,  and  the  privikge  J^^^ 
of  raifing  their  own  portion  of  contribution  con-     177s* 
ceded  to  the  coionifts.     This  being:  the  fenfe, 
and  he  believed  the  very  words,  in  which  lie 
moved  the  addrefs,  he  propofed  as  a  relolution, 
"  That  when  the  govcjrnor,  council  and  aflcni- 
bly,  or  general  cojiirt  of  any  of  his  majefty's! 
provinces,  or  colonic^,  ;(haU  propofe  to  make 
provifion  for  contributing  their  proportior^ 
to  the  common  defence;  to  be  railed  under. 
the  authorities  of  the  general  court,  or  gene-. 
ral  affembly,  and  difpofable  by  parliament; 
and  fhall  engag/e  to  njake  provifion  alfo  for. 
the  fupport  of  tlie  civil  government,  and  ad-. 
(*  ^^iniftration  of  juftice ;  it  A\'ill  be  proper,  if 
fuch  propofal  fliall  be  approved)  by  his  majef- 
ty  in  parliament,  and  forfo  long  as  fuch  pro* 
vifion  fliall  be  made  accordingly,  to  forbear 
in  refpeft  of  fuch  province  or  colony,  to  levy 
any  duty,  tax,   or  affcffment,  except  for  the 
regulation  of  commerce;  the  net  produce  of 
'*  which  fliall  be  carried  to  the  account  of  fuch 
"  province,  colony,  or  plantation/' . 

To  this  motion,  lord  North  anticipateid  ob-  Hisfpecch. 
jeAions  froiji  v^arious  quarters;  but  contending 
the  terma  to  be  fuch  as  even  in  the  hour  of  vic- 
tory, would  be  good  and  juft,  he  left  it  to  the 
confideration  of  tlie  houfe.  It  woujd  be  a  teft 
of  the  American  pretenfions :  if  their  oftenfible 
caufes  of  oppofition  were  real,  they  muft  agree 
with  the  propofition ;  if  they  did  not,  it  would 
become  indiiputable  that  they  had  other  views, 
and  were  aduated  by  other  motives.  To  offer 
U\ms  of  peace  was  \\  ife  and  humane;  if  the 
coionifts  rejedled  them,  their  blood  mwft  be 
npon  their  own  heads.  ^,   . 

:   THE'minifler  did  not  err  in  his  conjefture  of  Debate. 

a  4  oppofition^ 
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CHAP,  oppofition,  but  he  tlfo  received  unufaal  fup'-^ 
1^3^^  port:  governor  Pownall  was  a  warm  advocate 
«t75-  for  the  meafure :  he  -referred  to'^his  paft  con- 
Pwna'ir  ^^^  ^  ^  proof  of  his  attachment  to  the  Ame- 
fuppofts  licans;  his  principles  were  known  through 
furc?"'  ^^^  medium  of  the  prefe,  and  he  Was  intirely 
independent  of  the  minifter,  and  unconneded 
with  oppofition.  He  traced  the  origin  of  the 
prefent  difputes  to  a  congrefs  at  Albany  in 
J 754,  at  which  he  was  prefent:  he  had  the 
means  of  knowing  the  real  opinion  of  the  |irft 
men  of  bufmefs  and  ability  in  that  country, 
and  faw  the  rife  of  the  prefent  crifis.  He  had, 
therefore,  always,  in  both  countries,  recom- 
mended fuch  a  mode  of  conduft,  as  in  his 
judgment  was  calculated  to  prevent  a  rup* 
Yure;  but  had  the  misfortune  to  find  his  coun- 
fel  clifregarded.  He  now  faw  the  coloniils 
refifting  the  government  derived  from  the 
crown,  and  parliament ;  oppofing  rights  which 
they  had  always  acknowledged,  arming  and 
arraying  themfelves,  and  carrying  their  oppo«> 
fition  into  force  by  arms :  under  luch  circum- 
ftances,  he  could  not  deny  the  neccffity  which 
impelled  this  country  to  affume  an  hoftile  poll- 
tion  :  the  Americans  themfelves  had  rendered 
it  neceflary.  But  although  he  acquiefced  in 
the  coercive  meafures  of  government,  he  ever 
looked  to  pacification,  and  hailed,  the  propo- 
lition  as  a  dawn  of  peace.  If  two  adverfe 
nations  were  on  the  eve  of  war,  fome  mediating 
power  might  be  found  to  avert-the  calamity ; 
and  confidering  the  Americans  in  the  fame 
fituution,  adjured  the  houfe,  and  paiticularly 
the  country  gentlemen,  to  interfere  and  prevent 
fatal  coufequences.  The  terms  were  prudent 
and  caudid ;  aud  an  analyfis  of  the  propofi- 
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tloii  proved  it,  in  all  its  parts,  wife,  politic,  chap. 
and  equitable.  J^!^ 

Fox  congratulated  his  frieiwlsand  the  pub-  1775.  . 
lie  on  the  retrograde  movement  of  the  minifter,  ^^^ 
who,  receding  from  his  former  fteps  of  vio- 
lence and  war,  now  tried  the  paths  of  peace; 
a  change  which  he  attributed  to  the  perfever^ 
ing  efforts  of  a  firm  and  fpirited  oppoiition* 
He  queftioned,  however,  the  fincerity  of  the 
motion :  it  exhibited  two  faces ;  to  the  Ame- 
ricans it  offered  negotiation  and  reconciliation, 
and  to  the  advocates  of  Britifli  fupremacy,  a 
refolution  never  to  abandon  that  objeft*  This 
condu£l  would  alienate  his  friends,  while  thofe 
who  fincerely  defired  peace  would  not  truft  the 
fpecioufnefs  of  his  offers,  and  the  Americans 
would  rejed  them  with  difdain. 

Mr.  Jenkikson  denied  that  the  propo-  MnjtiK 
fition  indicated  any  change  of  proceedings :  on  l"afa* 
the  contrary,  it  made  part  of  tne  very  meafure^ 
in  which  the  houfc  engaged  by  the  late  ad- 
drefe.  So  far  from  being  a  new  propofition, 
it  was  the  fame  which  Mr.  Grenyille  had  made 
to  the  colonies  the  year  before  he  intro- 
duced the  flamp  aft ;  and,  had  the  colonies 
at  any  time  propofed  meafures  in  this  line  of 
common  fervice,  government  would  have  been 
ready  to  liffen.  If  the  propofition  contained 
any  novelty,  it  confifted  in  that  explicit  and 
definitive  mode  of  explanation,  which,  if  re- 
jefted,  would  leave  the  colonies  without 
excufe. 

The  great  objeftion  to  the  motion  arofe  Motion  for 
from  its  repugnance  to  the  addrefs  ;  an  opinion  *^^r""*^ 
firft  fiartea  by  Mr.  Welbore  Ellis,  and  fupport-  SuTr 
ed  by  Mr.  Adam,  Mr.  Dundas,  and  Mr.  Ack- 
land,  who  moved  that  the  chairman  fhould 
leave  the  chair* 

'  Lord 
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Lord  No^th  was  erabarraffed  by  this  ob- 
jeftion,  and  fpoke  feveral  times  in  explanation : 
Sir  Gilbert  Elliott  at  length  reconciled  the  ap- 
parent deviation,  by  obferving,  that  the  ad- 
drels  contained  two  correfpondent  lines  of  con* 
duA.  The  one,  to  reprefs  rebellion,  proteft 
loyalty,  and  enforce  the  laws:  for  this,  the 
forces  had  been  augmented,  money  levied, 
and  meafures  of  reftridion  reforted  to.  The 
other  concurrent  and  concomitant  line  was, 
indulgence  to  thofe  who  would  return  to  their 
duty:  this,  in  the  addrefs,  was  neceffarily  in> 
timated  in  general  and  vague  terms ;  no  defini* 
tjive  and  explicit  expreflions  could  be  ufed, 
viilefe  the  fubjedl  had  been  affumed  as  a  par^ 
ticular  point  of  cqnfideration.  The  meaiure, 
now  propofed,  far  from  beiija*  contradiSory  to, 
or  inconfifient  with,  the  othpr,  was  fo  abfo- 
lutely  conneded,  that,  without  it,  the  plan 
adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion  would 
te  broken,  defedive,  andunjuft, 

CojLONEL  Barre  vigoroufly  attacked  the 
minifter  on  the  ridiculous  fituation  in  which 
he  had  placed  himfelf,  and  from  which  he  wa3 
only  extricated  by  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott.  He  ex- 
pefted  at  firft  that  lord  North  would  have  loft 
many  of  his  old  friends,  without  gaining  new, 
But  though  the  minifter's  new  motion  would 
caufe  no  new  divifions,  yet  it  was  founded 
on  that  Mretched,  low,  fliamcful,  ahopiinable 
maxim,  which  had  fo  long  predominated, 
divide  et  impera.  'Jliis  was  to  divide  the 
Americans;  this  was  to  break- thofe  affociations, 
to  dilTolvc  that  generous  union,  in  which,  as 
one  man,  they  ftood  in  defence  of  their  rights 
and  liberties.  But  they  were  not,  nor  coul4 
the  miuifter  Jconfider  them,  fuch  gudgeon^ 
as  to  be   caught   with  fo  foolifli  a  bait;  he 

meant 
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meant  only  to   propofe  fotnething  fpecioiis,  chap, 
which  he  kne\v  the  Americans  would  refufe;   J^^^ 
and  thus  afford  a  pretext  for  calling  down     >775» 
tenfold  vengeance  on  their  devoted  heads,  thhs 
rendered  ten  times  more  odious.    But  this  fnare 
would  not  fucceed ! 

Lord  Nh^rth  ag^in  rofeto  defend  himfelf  i^«* 
a^inft  the  charge  of  a  low,  mean,  foolifh  ^^ 
policy,  in  grounding  his  meafures  on  the 
maxim  divide  et  impera.  '^  Is  it  foolilh,  is 
"  it  mean,"  he  faid,  '^  when  a  people,  heaited 
'^'  and  mifled  by  evil  councils,  are  running 
^'  into  unlawful  combinations,  to  hold  out 
"  thofe  terms  which  will  fifk  the  reafonabl? 
"  from  the  unreafonable,  diftinguifh  thofe  who 
*'  aft  upon  principle  from  thofe  M'ho  wifh 
"  only  to  profit  by  the  general  confufion  and 
"  ruin?  If  propofitions  that  the  confcientious 
"  and  the  prudent  will  accept,  will,  at  the 
"  fame  time,  recover  them  from  the  influence 
"  and  fiifcination  of  the  wicked ;  I  avow  the 
'^  ufe  of  that  principle,  which  will  thus  divide 
"  the  good  irom  the  bad ;  and  give  aid  and 
*'  fupport  to  the  friends  of  peace  and  good 
^  government." 

Burke  called  the  proportion  a  contradi6iion  Burke* 
to  all  the  declarations  of  parliament,  a  fhamcf 
fill  prevarication  in  minifters,  and  a  mean 
departure  from  all  their  profeffions:  he  wag 
willing  to  purchafe  peace  by  any  humiliation 
of  minifters  or  pf  parliament;  but  the  prefent 
meafure  was  mean  without  being  conciliatory. 
It  was  a  far  more  oppreffive  mode  of  taxation 
than  that  hitherto  ufed,  for  it  made  no  deterr 
minate  demand.  The  colonies  were  to  be  held 
in  durance  by  troops  and  fleets,  until  fingly  ' 
and  feparat^Iy  they  fliould  offer  to  contribute 
to  a  fervice  thev  could  no^;  know,  in  a  propor- 
'         t  tion 
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CH  Af.  tion  they  could  not  gueiii,  on  a  ftandard  wtiich 

.^I^J^  they  were  fo  far  from  being  able  td  afcertam» 

S77^     that  parliament  had  not  ventured  to  hint  at  the 

fcope  of  their  expedations. .   He  compared  this 

condud;  to  the  tyranny  of  Nebuchadnezzar^ 

.  who  ordered  the  afiemblies  of  his  wife  men,  on 

Sain  of  death,  not  only  to  interpret^  but  to  tell 
im  the  fubjed;  of  a  dream,  which  he  had  forgot^ 
ten.  Evlery  benefit^v natural  and  political,  muft 
be  acquired  in  the  order  of  things,  and  in  its 
proper.ieafon.  Revenue  from  free  people  mull 
DC  the  confequence,  and  not  the  condition  of 
peace;  if  this  order  were  inverted^  neither 
peace  nor  revenue  could  be  obtained. 

Dunning  bantered  the  minifler,  on  the 
danger  he  had  incurred  of  loiing  his  ufual  fup- 
porters;  his  efforts  to  retain  them,  and  the 
timely  interference  of  Sir  Gilbert  Elliott.  He 
admitted  the  validity  of  the  obje6tions  takep 
by  minifterial  membei-s,  and  oppofed  the  mo-* 
tion,  not  as  being  conciliatory,  but  fubtle  and 
treacherous.     It  was,  however,  adopted  by  a 

*7tii  Feb.  large  majority.''  On  prefenting  the  report  of 
the  committee,  the  argument  was  renewed,  but 
nothing  remarkable  for  novelty  or  intereft  was 

Refeiotioii  wrged  on  either  fide.      The  refolution  was 

agreed  to.   agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

Borkc^s  Lord  North's  plan  of  conciliation,  if  in- 

■»»w!«      deed  conciliation  was  poITible,  contained  no 

P  ^74  to  88.  This  celebrated  debate  it  described  widi  cbarac* 
teriftic  wit,  by  Gibbon :  *'  We  go  on  with  regard  to  America,  if 
''  we  can  be  fa  id  to  go  on  ;  for  laft  Monday  a  conciliatory  motioo 
f*  of  allowing  the  colonies  to  tax  themfeWet,  was  introdoccd  by  loi4 
"  North,  in  tbemidfl  of  lives  and  fortunes,  war  and  famines  w« 
**  went  into  the  hoafe  in  confufion,  every  moment  expeQing  that  the 
**  Bedferds  would  fly  into  rebellion  againft  diofe  meaAires*  Lard 
"  North  rofe  fix  times  to  appeafe  the  liorm,  but  all  in  vain  j  till  at 
*'  length  Sir  Gilbert  declared  for  adminiftnition,  and  the  tjpoops  aU 
**  ralbed  under  their  proper  ilandard/*  Sec  Gibb9n*»  pofthumouf 
worlnsj  vol*  i«  p.  4.9P. 

s  radical 
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hidicll  defers  of  great  importance;  it  did  not  chaK 
comprdmife  th6  dignity  of  empire,  or  require    >^JIJ^j 
abjedt  fubmiflion :  moft  of  the  arguments  againft     «77j> 
it  nfed  by  the  members  generally  in  oppofition, 
were  drawn  rather  from  the  imputed  charader 
of  the  minifter,  than  the  nature  of  the  meafure^ 
Acquiefcence  was  not,  perhaps,  ferioufly  ex- 
peded  by  either  party ;  but  as  the  American 
caufe  was  highly  interefting  to  the  oppofition, 
it  was  necei&ry  for  them  to  produce  a  plan  of 
conciliation,  for  the  acceptance  of  which  by 
the  Americans  they  could  pledge  their  credit^ 
and  from  the  terms  of  which  they  might,  by 
ccMnparifon,  infer  a  cenfure  of  lord  Norm's  pro- 
pofition.     Accordingly,  about  a  month  after  ttdM«, 
the  minifter  s  motion  was  carried,  Burke  pro- 
pofed  thirteen  refolutions,  as  the  bafis  of  tran- 
quillity, and  the  means  of  obviating  all  future 
caufes  of  contention. 

In  recommending  this  meafure,  Burke  made  Ki 
one  of  his  moft  eloquent  and  perfuafive  fpeeches* 
It  may  be  confidered  a  model  of  fkilful  plead- 
ing; but  when  the  parts  of  the  oration  are  dif« 
ttn&Iy  reviewed  and  compared,  when  the  par- 
tial itatements  of  fa£t,  the  fallacious  deduftions 
in  argument,  tlie  palliation  of  the  indignities 
md  injuries  fuAained  by  Great  Britain,  and 
the  exaggeration  of  the  wrongs  done  to  Ame- 
rica, ^re  accurately  inveiiigated,  the  effeSt 
ceafes,  and  it  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  foun- 
dation for  any  fyfiem  of  adion,  calculated  to 
promote  general  good. 

In  his  exordium,  Bmke  reviewed  the  ftatc 
of  Great  Britain,  with  regard  to  America^  and 
ftated  the  neceflity  he  felt,  not  unaccompanied 
^th  diffidence,  of  making  fome  propofiticoai  for 
permanent  tranquillity.  Anger  and  violence, . 
daily  incrwfing,  were  haltening  towards  an  in- 
curable 
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CHAP,  curable  alienation  of  the  colonies :  his  propofn 

>^ZL/  tioi^  was  peace :  "  Not  peace  through  the  me-* 

t775-     "  (iium  of  war ;  not  peace  to  be  hunted  through 

"  the  labyrinth  of  intricate  and  endlefs  ncsfo- 

*'  tiations ;  not  peace  to  rife  out  of  nniverfal 

"  difcord,  fomented  from  principle,  in  all  parts 

"  of  the  empire ;  not  peace  to  depend  on  the 

**  juridical  determination  of  perplexing  quef- 

^    "  tions,  or  precifion  in  marking  the  fliadowjr 

"  boundaries  of  a  complex  government:  but 

fimple  peace ;  fought  in  its  natural  courfe^ 

and  its  ordinary  haunts ;  peace  fought  in  the 

fpirit  of  peace  ;  and  laid  in  principles  purely 

V  pacific.     I  propofe  by  removing  the  ground 

"  of  the  difference,  and  by  reftoring  the  former 

unfufpecting  conjidence  of  the  colonies  in  the 

mother-country,  to  give  permanent  fatisfac- 

tion  to  your  people ;  and  (far  from  afcheme 

of  ruling  by  difcord)  to-  reconcile  them  to 

*'  each  other  in  the  fame  aft,  and  by  the  bond 

"  of  the  very  fame  intereft,   which  reconciles 

"  Ihem  to  Britifli  government." 

He  attempted  to  ridicule  lord  North's  propo*^ 
fition,  but  took  advantage  of  the  acquiefcence 
of  the  houfe  in  it,  to  reafon,  as  an  eftablilhed 
principle,  that  the  American  complaints  were 
not  without  foundation,  that  conciliation  was 
admiflible  previous  to  conceflion,  and  to  infef 
that  the  pvopofals  ought  to  originate  from 
Great  Britain. 

He  then  vie  wed.  the  enlarged  population  of 
America,  and  increafcd  importance  of  her 
trade,  both  in  exports  and  imports ;  defcribing 
in  glowing  terms  her  augmenting  commerce,'^ 

profperous 

A  In  dcfcanting  on  this  part  of  his  fubjc^t,  Burke  aflTumecl  ihi^t  the 
.African,  Weft  lDdhin»  and  North  American  ti*ade  were  To  intei'- 
•woven,  that  the  attempt  to  fcparate  them  Would  tear  to  pieces  rife 
•olKextuie  of  the  whole  \  and  if  not  entirely  dtftiuy,  woukJ  vrr/ 

niHck 
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profperoiis  agriculture,  and  enterprizing  fifli-   chap. 
eries.     Such  a  people  fliould  be  governed  by   J^^^^ 
prudent  management;  force  was  not  only  an     177 j* 
odious,  but  a  feeble  inftrument,  for  preferving 
a  race  fo  numerous,  fo  aftive,  fo  growing,  fo 
fpirited,  in  a  profitable  and  fubordinate  con- 
nexion.' 

In  the  charaftef  of  the  Americans,  he  con- 
tended, the  love  of  freedom  wa:s  the  predo^ 
niinating  feature  ;  a  fief ce  love  of  liberty,  ren- 
dered jealous,  fufpicious,  rdftive,  and  in  tradable 
by  the  appearance  of  an  attempt  to  wreft  from 
them  by  force,  or  fliuffle  from  them  by  chicane, 
the  only  advantage  which,  in  their  eftimation, 
gave  value  to  life.  This  ardour  for  liberty  he 
afcribed  to  fix  caufes : 

The  defcent  of  the  Americans  from  Englifh- 
inen; 

The  popular  governments  of  the  colo- 
nies ; 

The  religious  fpirit  of  the  northern  pro- 
vinces ; 

The  pofleflion  of  flaves  in  the  fouthern, 
which  rendered  the  owners  far  more  proud 
and  jealous  of  their  freedom ; 

Theie  education,  which  led  fo  univerfally 
to  the  ftudy  of  law,  that  almoft  all  the  Ameri- 
cans were  lawyers,  or  fmatterers  in  law,  and 
fuccefsful  proficients  in  the  arts  of  chicane; 


muck  depreciate  the  value  of  all  the  parts,  and  therefore  conddered 
the  three  denominations  one  trade.  On  tHis  bafis  he  entered  into  a 
comparifon  between  the  exports  in  1704,  and  the  exifl^ing  period, 
Ihewing  that  within  that  rime,  they  bad  increafed  from  iSy^^^cU 
to  6,024,171 1.  and  that  the  ti-ade  with  America  was  in  1772  withia 
lefs  dian  500,000 1,  of  being  equal  to  what,  at  the  lieglnning  of  the 
century,  England  carried  on  with  the  whole  world.  It  is  obvioiM 
that  fuch  commercial  ftatements  are  eafily  adapted  to  the  views  oc 
iyftem  of  the  fpcaker. 
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iCH  AP.  '  And  their  diftance  from  the  feat  of  goveiti« 
XXV.  meat*  ''  Three  thoufand  miles  of  ocean,'*  he 
^7^  exclaimed,  "  lie  between  you  and  your  fub- 
"  je6b.  No  contrivance  can  prevent  the  elFeft 
"  of  this  diftance,  in  weakening  government 
"  Seas  roll,  and  months  pafs,  between  the  or- 
"  der  and  the  execution  :  and  the  want  of  a 
fpeedy  explanation  of  a  fingle  point,  is 
enough  to  defeat  a  whole  ^ftem.  You 
*^  have,  indeed*  winged  minifters  of  venge- 
"  ance,  who  carry  your  bolts  in  theirpounces, 
to  the  remoteft  verge  of  the  fea.  But  there 
a  power  fteps  in,  that  limits  the  arrogance 
OT  raging  paflions  and  furious  elements,-  and 
fays,  *  So  far  ihalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther/ 
Who  are  you,  that  fliould  fret,  and  rage,  and 
"  bite  the  chains  of  nature  ?  Nothing  worfc 
"  happens  to  you  than  does  to  all  nations,  who 
"  have  CKtenJive  empire ;  and  it  happens  in  ail 
**  the  forms  into  which  empire  can  be  thrown. 
V  In  large  bodies,  the  circulation  of  power 
•*  muft  be  lefs  vigorous  at  the  extremities. 
"  Nature  has  faid  it.  The  Tiirk  cannot  go- 
*•  vern  Egypt,  and  Arabia,  and  Curdiftan,  aa 
•*  he  governs  Thrace;  nor  has  he  the  fame 
*'  dominion  in  Crimea  and  Algiers,  which  he 
"  has  at  Brufa  and  Smyrna.  DeTpotifm  itfelf 
*'  is  obliged  to  truck  and  huckfter.  The  Sul- 
**  tan  gets  fuch  obedience  as  he  can.  He  go- 
"  verns  with  a  loofe  rein,  that  he. may  govern 
at  all ;  and  the  whole  of  the  force  and  vigour 
of  his  authority  in  his  centre,  is  derived  trom 
a  prudent  relaxation  in  all  its  borders.  Spain, 
"  in  her  provinces,  is,  perhaps  not  fo  well 
•*  obeyed  as  you  are  in  yours.  She  complies 
**  too ;  flie  fubmits ;  flie  watches  times.  This 
**  is  the  immutable  condition,  the  eternal  lav 
"  of  extenfive  and  detached  empire." 

Fxotf 
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From  thefe  inveftigations,  he  proceeded  to  chaP; 
Examine  the  means  by  which  a  new  ffovernment  ^J^J[\ 
had  been  eftablilhed  without  the  ordinary  arti-  »77j- 
ficial  media  of  a  pofitive.  conftitution,  better 
obferved  than  the  ancient  government  in  it^ 
moft  fortunate  periods,  and  yet  formed  in  the 
inidft  of  anarchy.  Againft  the  daring  and 
ftubborn  fpirit  which  could  achieve  fuch  a  pro- 
^igy,  only  three. modes  of  proceeding  could 
be  found :  to  change  it  by  .  removing  the 
caufes;  to  profecute  it  as  criminal;  or,  to 
comply  with  it  as  neceffary.  Examining  dif- 
tin6llv  each  of  the  caufes  he  had  before  affign- 
cd,  the  orator  (hewed  the  impraftieability  of 
changing  thofe  which  were  moral,  and  remov- 
ing thole  which  were  natural.  The  fecond 
mode  was  too  vaft  for  his  ideas  of  jurifpru^ 
dence ;  he  knew  not  the  method  of  drawing' 
up  an  indidment  againft  a  whole  people,  and 
felt  rather  mortified  than  honoured  by  l)eing  a 
judge  in  hid  own  caufe }  nor  were  the  crimina- 
tions hitherto  adopted,  attended  with  a  corref- 
pondent  effeft.  Maffachuflet's  Bay  was  de- 
clared in  rebellion,  but  no  individual  was 
Convifted  or  even  apprehended;  meafures  of 
coercion  were  reforted  to,  rather  refembling 
a  qualified  hoftility  againft  an  independent 
power,  tlian  the  punifliraent  of  rebellious  fub- 
jeds. 

Conciliation  and  conceflion  then  alone 
remained;  the  colonies  complained  of  being- 
taxed  in  a  parliament  where  thev  were  not  re- 
prefented.  If  they  were  to  be  fatisfied,  it  muft 
oe  by  giving  them  the  boon  they  afked ;  not 
another  of  a  kind  totally  different,  but  which 
might  be  thought  better  for  thqm-  He  depre- 
cated all  difcuffion  on  the  right,  as.  foreign 
from  the  queftron,  which  related  merely  to  ex- 
pediency.    Whether  the  grant  of  money  was  a 

YOhi  11.  n  private 
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CHAP,  private  power  feferved  out  of  the  general  truft 
J^^^    of  government,  and  how  far  mankind  in  all 
ins-     forms  of  polity  were  entitled  to  an  exercife  of 
that, right  by  the  charter  of  nature?  Or  whe- 
ther, on  the  contrary,  a  right  of  taxation  wa» 
involved  in  the  general  principle  of  legiilation, 
and  infeparable   from   the   ordinary  fupreuie 
,    power?  "Thefe,'*  hefaid,  "  are  deep  queftion* 
**  wherie  great  names    militate    againft   each 
"  other;  where  reafon  is  perplexed;   and  an 
•*  appeal  to  authorities  only  thickens  the  con- 
"  fufion.     For  high  and  reverend  authorities 
"  lift  up  their  heads  on  both  fides ;  and  there 
**  is  no  fure  footing  in  the  middle.     This  point 
^  is  the  great  Serbonian  bog  betwixt  I>amiata 
"  and  Mount  Cafius  old^  where  armies  whole 
"  have  funk.      I   do  not  intend  to   be  over- 
"  whelmed  in  that  bog,  though  in  fuch  refpe6l- 
"  able  company."    A  title  and  anns  to  fupport 
it  were  of  no  ufe,  if  reafon  tended  to  convince 
him  that  the  aflertion  of  his  title  would  bte  the 
lofs  of  his  fuit,  and  that  he  could  only  wound' 
himfelf  with  his  own  weapons.     He  was  not- 
determining  a  point  of  law,  but  reftoring  tran- 
quillity. 

He  then  proceeded  leparately  to  develop 
his  propofitions,  and  to  defcant  on  each.  They 
recited  the  unreprefcnted  ftate  of  the  colonies,, 
and  the  injuftice  of  taxing  them  by  a  Britifli 
parliament.  Diftance  prevented  their  fendincr 
deputies  to  England,  and  they  had  general 
aflemblies  of  their,  own  legally  authorized  to 
raife  taxes.  Thofe  aflemblies  had  frequently 
^  granted  large  fubfidies  to  the  king,  M'hich  hac^ 
been  found  a  more  agreeable  and  beneficial 
manner  of  conducing  to  the  public  fei-vice  than 
afts  of  parliament.  The  remaining  propofi- 
tions were  to  repeal  the  tax  aft  of  1767  ;  the 
Bofl:on  port  aft;  the  ]\IaflaGhuiret's  Bay  judi- 
cature 
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cature  aft ;  and  the  aft  for  altering  the  charter  chap. 
of  that  colony :   to  explain  and  amend  the   ^^' 
fbttute  of  Henry  VllL   for  trial  of  treafons     1775, 
committed  out  of  the  realm ;   to  render  the 
judges  appointed    by    the  general  affemblie9 
kremovaDle,  but  by  the  king  in  counfel,  on 
a  reprefentation  or  complaint  from  one  branch 
of  the  colonial  legiflature,  and  by  regulating 
the  courts  of  admiralty,  ta  render  them  mor^ 
commodious  to  the  fuitoi*s* 

On  each  of  theft  refolutions  he  defcatited 
vith  much  ability^  quoting  hiftorical  facfe, 
citing  the  precedents  of  Ireland,  Waled,  Chef* 
ter,  and  Durham,  to  fhew  the  expediency  of 
giving  conftitutional  rights,  inftead  of  in^pofing 
taxes,  and  inferring  from  every  mode  of  ar- 
gunfientation,  and  every  teftimony  of  experi- 
ence, the  praftical  benefits  to  be  deVived  from 
his  plan. 

He  anticipated,  and  endeavoured  to  ol>via1«" 
fome  objeftions,  and  attempted  to  reconcile 
the  houfe  to  the  caule  of  the  Americans,  by 
faying^  they  did  not  in  any  general  waj^,  or 
in  any  cool  hour,  go  much  beyond  the  de- 
mand of  immunity  in  relation  to  taxes,  and 
they  had  no  intereft  contradiftoiy  to  the 
grandeur  and  glory  of  England.  He  called 
lord  North's  plan  a  projeft  of  ranfom  by 
auftion,  and,  after  a  long  analytical  compa* 
rifon,  gave  his  own  a  decided  preference,  as 
deriving  a  larger  fund  from  profperous  grati- 
tude, than  could  be  obtained  by  compulfivc 
oppreffion.  "  What  is  the  foil  or  climate,"' 
he  exclaimed,  "  where  experience  has  not 
"  uniformly  prov^ed,  that  the  voluntary  flow 
**  of  heaped  up  plenty,    burfting  from   the 

weight  of  its  own  rich  luxuriance,  has  ev^ 

run  with  a  more  copious  ftream  of  revenue, 

R  «.  "  than. 


4€ 


«44  HISTORY   OF  ENGLANt). 

I 

CHAP.   "  thah  could  be  fqueezed  from  the  dry  hufk.4 
^^J^^    "  of  opprefled  indigence,  by  the  ftraining  of 
*775*     *^  all  the  politic  machinery  in  the  world." 

He  declared,  in  the  ftron^eft  terms,  the  ut-^ 
ter  impoffibility  of  receivmg  a  revenue  in. 
England,  tranfmitted  from  America,  and  ar- 
gued, from  the  example  of  Bengal,  where  the 
lums  received  in  taxesr  were  refunded  by  loan, 
that  no  fifcal  emolument  could  be  expefted 
from  a  diftant  country^  Bengal  was  peculiarly 
qualified  to  produce  and  tranfmit  wealth  ; 
America  had  none  of  tliefe  aptitudes.  If  fhe 
gave  taxable  objefts,  on  which  to  lay  duties 
here,  and  a  furplus  by  a  foreign  fale'  of  her 
commodities,  Ihe  performed  her  part  to  the 
Britifli  revenue.  With  regard  to  her  own  in- 
ternal ^ftablifhments,  ihe  might,  and  doubtlefs 
would,  contribute  in  moderation  :  in  modera- 
tion ;  for  fhe  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to' 
exhauft  herfelf.  "  Magnanimity  in  politics  is 
"  not  feldom  the  trueft  wifdom  ;  and  a  great 
"  empire,  and  little  minds,  go  ill  together. 
**  If  we  are  cojifcious  of  our  fituation,  and 
^'  glow  with  zeal  to  fill  our  place  as  becomes 
**  our  flation,  and  ourfelves,  we  ought  to 
**  elevate  our  minds  to  the  greatnefs-  of  that 
"  truft  to  which  the  order  of  Providence 
**  has  called  us.  By  adverting  to  the  dignity 
**  of  this  high  calling,  our  anceftors  have 
"  turned  a  favage  wilderncfs  ijito  a  glorious 
*^  empire;  and  have  made  the  nloft  extenlive, 
**  and  the  only  honourable  conquefts ;  not  by 
**  deftroyinc^  but  by  promoting,  the  wealth, 
**.  the  number,  the  happinels  of  the  human 
"  race.  Let  us  get  an  American  revenue,  as 
"  we  have  got  an  American  empire.  English 
**  privileges  nave  made  it  all  that  it  is  :  En^- 
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^  lifh  privileges  alone  will  make  it  all  it  can  chap. 
^  be."  J^ 

It  appears  that  thefe  propofitions  were  vigo-  1775. 
roufly  combated,  and  along  and  animated  ^^^** 
debate  maintained,  in  which  the  principal 
Speakers  on  the  minifterial  fide  were,  Thurlow, 
Jenkinfon,  Cornwall,  and  lord  Frederick  Camp^- 
bell;  but  their  fpeeches  are  not  preferved. 
The  infidioufnefs  of  the  propofitions  was  points 
ed  out,  and  the  attempt  to  introduce  a  necef- 
fity  of  yielding  every  object  of  conteft,  under 
the  notion  of  affirming  an  obvious  truth,  M'as 
feverely  cenfured.  vThe  mere  truth  of  an 
axiom  did  not  of  courfe  prove  the  propriety 
of  making  it  the  fubjeA  of  a  refolution ;  and 
as  the  houfe  had  frecjuently  refolved  not  to 
fanflion  the  unconftitutional  claims  of  the  Ame* 
ricans,  they  could  not  admit  refolyes  leading 
direftlv  to  them.  No  aflurance  was  offered, 
that,  if  the  propofitions  were  adopted,  the 
Americans  would  make  anv  dutiful  returns: 
and  thus  the  fchemc,  purfued  through  fo  many 
difficulties,  of  making  that  re^raftory  people 
Gonti'ibutp  their  juft  proportion  to  the  expences 
of  the  whole  empire,  would  be  rendered  abor- 
tive. It  was  further  infifted,  that  not  the 
American  affemblies,  or  any  other  body,  ex- 
cept parliament  alone,  could,  cogfiftently 
with  the  bill  of  rights,  Ipvy  money  fpr  the  ufe 
of  the  crown ;  and  that  any  minifter,  who  fuf^ 
fered  the  grant  of  a  revenue  from  the  colonies 
ia  fuch  a  manner,  would  merit  impeachment. 
All  inferior  affemblies  in  the  empire  were 
like  corporate  towns  in  England,  capable  of 
waking  bye  laws  for  their  own  municipal 
govcrument  alone,  and  nothing  further. 

The  refolutions  were  fupported  bv  loixl  John  Propofi* 
Cavepdifli,  Mr.  Hotham,  Mr.  Tuffncll,  Saw-  !^'»,«^' 

u  3  brulc?e, 
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C&AP.  bridge  ahd  Fox;  but  the firft being  loft ty  » 
iwSw  ^^^^^'^  for  the  previous  queftion/  the  remain- 
»775-     der  were  fimilarly  difpofed  of,    or  negatived 
without  a  divifion.* 
Mvch  ^^^  difcouraged  by  the  failure  of  Burke's 

Mr. Hart-  plan, 'Mr,  Hartley,  a  few  days  afterwards,  in- 
Icy'iFian.  troduced  a  new  conciliatory  proje6l,  not  great- 
ly differing  from  that  which   lord  Chatham 
tendered  to  the  houfe  of  lords.     It  was  pre* 
faced  by  a  long  and  able  fpeech,  and  con- 
cluded with  a  motion,  that  letters  of  requi- 
fition  fliould,    by  the  king's   command,    be 
written  to  the  North  American  provinces,  to 
make  provifion  for  their  own  defence,  and  the 
anfwers  laid  before  the  houfe.    The  debate  did 
not  produce  any  novelty  in  faO;  or  argument, 
Negatived,  and  the  motion  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
fion,  as  were  three  others  made  by  the  fame 
member,  for  fufpending,  during  a  limited  pe- 
riod, the  operation  of  the  three  a&s  of  the  laft 
feffion,  relative  to  Maffachuffet's  Bay. 
nS fe      Towards  the  clofe  of  the  Seffion,  Burko 
j^mon^    produced  to  the  houfe  a  reprefentation  and  re- 
ftraww.      pionftrance  from  the  geaer^.!  affembly  of  New 

»  »70  to  7?. 

<  Burke's  fpeech  was  publtihed»  and  is  printed  m  toI.  ii.  of  hit 
l^orks*  The  (iatement  of  the  arguments  on  the  other  fide  is  takca 
^om  a  very  confined  report  in  Debrett's  Debates*  and  from  the 
Annual  Regifter  for  17759  p.  108^.  Dr.  Tucker,  in  twotrads^ 
intiiled,  **  A  X^ter  to  Edmund  Borke»  Efq*  in  anfwcr  to  his 
**  printed  fpeech/*  and  **  An  humble  Addrefs  and  earneft  Ap* 
%<  peal,'*  has  minutely  invefti^ated»  and  often  triumpliantly  refuted 
Burke's  ^pofitions  and  dedu^ions.  In  point  of  ftyle,  Tucker  19 
not  to  be  compared  with  his  Sintagonilly  and  he  often  attacks  him 
on  his  employment  aif  agent  for  the  colony  of  New  )fork$  hi| 
equivocations,  and  his  fa^Houfnefs  in  oppofition*  which  the  Dean 
calls  mock  patriotifm,  in  a  manner  which  tbe  provocatfons  given  hf 
^urke  can  hardly  juftify.  but  Dr.  Tucker  took  an  uncommon 
view  of  political  and  cQmaitrcial  fubjc^Si  wbicl^  be  treated  with 
•Rttchgpod  <cnl^  '. 

YoTk, 
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York,  for  which  colony  he  was  agent.    It  was  c  h  a  p^ 
iatroduced  by  an  Istirertion,  undoubtedly  true,     ^^^ 
that  New  York  yielded  to  no  part  of  the  king's     ^775*  ' 
dominions,  in  zeal  for  the  profperity  and  unity 
of  the  empire,  and  had  ever  contributed  as  much  . 
ais.any,  in  its  proportion,  to  the  defence  and 
wealUi  of  the  whole.     He  candidly  owned  he 
did  not  expeft  the  houfe  would  approve  of 
every  opinion  contained  in  the  paper ;  but  as 
its  general  language  was  decent  and  refj^dfuly 
he  moved,  after  recapitulating  the  heads,  for 
leave  to  bring  it  up. 

The  renionftrancewas  fimilar  to  thofe  re- 
ceived from  other  paits  of  America,  claiming 
the  fame  rights,  complaining  of  the  lame  griev- 
ances, though  avowedly  not  extended  to  the 
petitioners,  and  demanding  the  repeal  of  the 
fame  afts  of  parliament.  This  paper  afforded 
a  fufficient  proof,  that  the  arts  by  which  the 
other  colonies  had  been  inflamed  were  not 
without  fuccefs  in  New  York. 

LoRD  North,  paying  a  juft  tribute  to  the  Rejeatd. 
difpofition  hitherto  manifefted  by  New  York, 
and  profeffing  a  difpofition  to  relieve  them  in 
one  of  the  fubiefts  of  complaint,  the  Quebec 
duties,  moved  an  amendment,  by  which  the 
petition  Avould  not  be  received,  alleging,  that  • 
althpugh  parliament  had  already  relaxed  in 
very  eliential  points,  they  could  not  hear  any 
thing  which  tended  to  call  in  queftion  the  right 
i)f  taxing.  After  fome  debate,  the  amendment 
was  carried.* 

TiiE  duke  of  Manchefter  offered  a  paper  iSthMip 
fomewhat  fimilar,  from  the  fame  body,  to  the  ^^^^£ 
iipper  houfe^  but  declined  ilating  the  general  lords. 

t  iZ6  to  67« 

B  4  heads; 
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CHAP,  heads;  the  hoiife  therefore  refufed  to  receive  it, 
>3^Zly  ^  being  prefented  in  a  manner  incpnfiilent  with 
X775*     the  accuftomed  forms  of  parliament." 
Attempts        Attempts  were  made  in  both  houfes,  nearly 
th/cTebec  ^.t  the  fame  time,  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  aft 
i^*        '  for  eftablilhing  the  government  of  Quebec.  In 
the  upper  houfe  the  motion  M^as  made  by  lord 
Caniaen,  in  the  lower,  by  Sir  George  Savile. 
Both  took  for  their  foundation  petitions  ^gned 
in  November  1774,  by  a  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  perfons,  complaining  of  the  privation  of 
the  habeas  corpus,  and  the  trial  by  jury.    The 
arguments  againft  the  aft  embraced  the  topics 
of  Uft  feflion,  and  the  ufual  inveftives  againft 
popery;  and  the  defence  was  condudled  on  the 
principles  originally  advanced  in  fupport  of 
the  meafiire,  with  additional  obfervations,  der 

*  44  ^^  ^5*  '^^?  ^^X^  ^^  ^fiingham  particularly  exerted  himfcif 
in  thi(  debate.  He  wss  bred  to  arroSy  and  irom  an  eager  defire  tp 
become  a  pra£\ical  foldier,  ferved  as  a  volunteer  in  the  RufBan  army, 
during;  the  late  war  with  i be  Porte.  The  twenty- fecond  regiment  of 
iooif  in  which  he  hfld  a  captain's  commiiTiony  being  ordered  to  Ame- 
rica, he  refclved,  though  not  poiTt-O'ed  of  an  ample  patrimony,  to  re- 
(ign  a  darling  profefTum,  and  nil  hopes  of  advancement,  rather  tlian 
bear  arms  in  a  caui'e  he  did  net  approve.  In  this  debate  he  cxpneflcd 
his  fentiments  on  this  fubjeft  in  the  following  terms  :  "  Ever  fincc 
•*  1  was  at  an  age  (o  have  ambition  at  all,  my  higheft  batf  been  to 
f*  ferve  my  cpuntry  in  a  military  capacity..  .If  there  v^as  on  earth 
<<  an  event  1  diesded,  i(  was  to  fee  this  country  fo  idtuated,  as  to  make 
**  that  piofefiion  incompatible  with  my  dtity'as  a  citizen.  That  pe-> 
i*  riod  is,  in  my  6pinion,  arrived;  and  I' have  thought  oiyfelf  bound 
I'  to  relinquifh  the'hopes  I  had  formed,  by  a  refignation,  y^bsch  api^ 
^  peared  to  me  the  only  method  of  avoiding  the  guilt  of  enflaving 
«  V  my  country,  and  embruing  my  hands  in  the  blood  of  bpr  Tons. 

**  Wlien  the  duties  of  a  foldier  and  a  citizen  become  inconfiftent,.  I 
''  fliall  always  think  myfelf  obliged  to  fink  the  charaAer  of  a  foldier 
f<  in  that  of  the  citizen,  till  thofe  duties  fliall  again,  by  the  malice 
^  of  our  real  enemies,  become  united.  It  is  no  (iina:l  Ucri^ce  ^hicb* 
a  man  makes  who  gives  up  his  profeflion ;  but  it  is  a  mucj^  gt^cater^ 
when  a  prediie£>ion,  ftrengthened  by  habit,  has  given ^ini  fo  firong 
ap  attachment  to  his  profeflTion  as  I  feel.  I  have,  however,  this 
one  conlblation,  that  by  making  that  facrifice,  I  at  Jeaft  give  to 
ray  country  an  unequivocal  proof  of  il^e  (incerity  of  my  principles.** 
The  cities  of  London  an^  Dublin  voted  him  their  thanks  for  this 
f  on^u^*    Hiiiory  of  lord  Norths  admim(lratioD>  p.  aoz. 

rived 
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pved  from  experience.    The  motions  for  repeal  CH  ap« 
were  negatived.*  y^Zj 

Notwithstanding  the  magnitude,  diffi-     1775. 
culty*,  and  importance  of  the  proceedings  re-  ^edingT' 
fpefting  America,  feveral  other  objects  engaged  in  paiiia. 
the  attention  of  parliament  in    the  courfe  of  "^*- 
this  aftive  feffion.    Sawbridge  made  his  annu^vl  iftFeb, 
motion  for  Ihortening  the  duration  of  parlia- 
ment, and  was  fupported  in  a  long  fpeech  by 
Wilkes ;  who  alfo  moved  for  a  revifal  of  the  aad  Fcfc. 
proceedings  relative  to  his  eleftion  for  Middle- 
fex ;  but  both  motions  were  rejefted.*     On  the  *7th  Mar. 
motion  of  Mr.  Gilbert,  a  committee  was  ap-' 
pointed  to  examine  into  the  ftate  of  the  poor 
laws;  and  in  confequence  of  a  melTage  trom  t^tkAps^ 
his  majefty,  the  palace  in  St.  James's  park,  call- 
ed Buckingham-houfe,  was  purchafed,  and  fet- 
tled on  the  queen  in  lieu  of  Somerfet-houfe, 
which  was  afterwards  converted  to  public  ufes. 

At  the  conclufion  of  the  feffion,  the  king  *^*  May, 
^xpreffed  his  in  tire  fatisfaftion  at  the  conduS  tioaT^** 
of  parliament,  and  augured  the  moft  falutary 
cfFefts,  from  meafures  formed  ^nd  conduced 
on  fuch  principles. 

*  In  the  lords  88  to  28.     In  the  commont  174  to  86. 

X  «  On  Wednefday/*  fays  Gibbon,  «<  we  had  the  MiddleTex  elec^ 
<*  tion.  I  was  a  patriot ;  fat  by  the  lord-mayor,  who  fpoke  well,  aa4 
^  wjth  temper,  but  before  t^c  end  of  the  debate  fell  fail  aileep,^* 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENtY-SIXTH; 

1775. — 1776. 

State  of  Bojien.^-^ Conduct  of  New  Yorh^^ 
Meeting  of  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Maf 
fackujfefs  Bay.  —  Proceedings  in  other  pro- 
vinces.'-^ Attempt  of  Gage  to  feize  cannon 
at  Salem.  —  Krpedition  to  Concord.  —  Hof- 
tilities  at  Lexin gton.-^  Contradictory  ftatc- 
Ptents.  — Blockade  of  Bojion  by  the  Ameri" 
cans.  —  Exertions  of  the  provincial  congrefi. 
—  Lord  North's  conciliatory  proportions  re- 
ferred to  the  affembly    of   Penfylvania  — 
and  reject ed^-^  the  fame  in  other  colonies.  — 
Sitting  of  the  general  congrefs.  — Their  frft 
tneafures.  —  A r rival    of  reinforcements.  — 
Gage   proclaims    martial   law.  —  Bunker^s 
hill  fortified  by  the  Americans  ^^fiormed  by 
the  Englijh.  —  Proceedings  of  congrefs.  -r 
Acceffion  of  Georgia  to  the  confederacy.  -^ 
IVaJhington  appointed  commander  in  chief. 
— Veclaration  of  congrefs.  —  State  of  their 
army.  —  If^ertnefs  of  the  Britijh  army.-r- 
Congrefs  vote  an  addrefs  to'  the  legijlature 
of  Jamaica. ''^Reject  the  conciliatory  pro- 
pofitions.  —  Expedition  againji  Canada  un- 
dertaken. —  Capture    of    I'iconderoga.  — 
Crown    Point  —  Skenejborough  —  and  the 
fioop    Enterprize.-^Diffifnulation  of  con- 
grefs. —  Their  addrefs  to  the  people  of  Ca- 
nada. —  Exertions  of  general  Carleton.  -^ 
Canada  invaded. — Siege  of  St.  John's.*— 
Tort  Chamblee   taken.  —  St.  John's  capitu-, 
lates.  —  Ethan    Allen     taken    prifoner.  — 
Montreal  evacuated. -^  Expedition  of  Ame- 
7       ^  ricans 
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ricans  through  the  wildemefs. — Maclean 
defends  Quebec.  —  Arnold  repuljed.  —  Judi^ 
cious  proceedings  of  Montgomery.'^ Joins 
in  bejieging  Quebec.-^  State  of  the  American 
army.  —  Affault  of  Qtiebec,  — -  Death  of 
Montgomery.  —  Failure  of  the  enterprize. 

—  Quebec  blockaded.  —  Tranfactions  in  Vir^ 
giaia.  —  Lord  North's  proportions  rejected. 
'^Contefi  between  lord  Dunmore  and  the 
qffembly — he  retires  on  board  a  man  of  wan 

—  Carries  on  predatory  hojiilities -^ pro^ 
claims  martial  law  -—  emancipates  the  /laves. 
^'^Town  of  Norfolk  burnt.  —  Lord  Dun^ 
more  abandons  tfie- colony. — Failure  of  Con* 
nelly's  project.  —  Tranfactions  in  North 
Carolina.--^ The  governor  driven  away.-^ 
The  like  in  South  Carolina.'^  Afcendancy  of 
congrefs.  —  Gage  recalled.  —  Americans  ij^ 
fue  letters  of  marque. — Falmouth  dejiroyed. 
'^General  view  of  events. 

Ti^ o  T w  I T H  s  T A  N  D I N G  tlic  Contributions  raifed  c  H  A F. 
''^^   in  other  colonies,  the  people  of  Bolton  ex-  ^^, 


perienced  great  diftrefs:  a  populous  and  com-  >775 
mercial  town  fuddenly  deprived  of  its  ufual  g^^ 
means  of  fupport  and  profperity,  ^vas  reduced 
to  an  abjeft  dependence  oneleemofynary  bene- 
volence ;  the  incletnency  .  of  the  winter  in- 
creafed  the  general  mifery ;  none  were  totally 
exempt  from  inconvenience,  and  many  were 
plunged  in.  the  deepeft  calamity.  The  reftrainta 
of  law  werfe  fufpended ;  yet  fuch  was  the  fer- 
vour of  party  enthufiafm,  that  no  violence  or 
diforder  was  committed,  except  in  the  ftruggks' 
between  the  opponetits  of  government  and  the 
military ;  and  perhaps  even  thefe  were  greatly 
exaggerated.  But  the  fuflerings  fo  generally 
experieACed  could  not  fail  of  producing  a  pro-« 

portionate 
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pHAP.  portionate  fliare  of  refentment;  and  although 

3ncvi.    thg  military  force  wa^  fufficient  to  prevent  feri- 

.  1775.     oils  attempts,  the  fpirit  of  animofity  and  refo- 

lute  refiftahce  was  affiduoufly  kept  alive,  and 

inflamed  by  every  fpecies  of  publication  and 

addrefe. 

The  refolutions  of  congrefs  afforded  room 
for  m^ny  contefts ;  but  the  difperiion  of  the 
members  over  the  whole  continent,  the  zeal 
refulting  from  the  novelty  and  arduoufnefs  of 
their   fituation,    as  well  as  a  ftrong  political 
bias,  the  ftrenuous  efforts  of  the  correfponding 
committees,  and  the  inflamed  (late  of  the  pub-? 
lie  mind,  gave  the   opponents  of  government 
manv  decided  advantasres  over  its  friends.    The 
exertions  of  the  popular  faction  were  violent 
and  inceffant,  extending  in   every  dirc6iion, 
and  appealing  to  eveiy  motive  of  reafon  and  of 
prejudice ;  thofe  of  the  government  party  were 
comparatively  feeble  and  languid,  generally 
^         tending  to-  remedy  or  obviate  fome  diforder 
or  mifreprefentation,  and  often  not  adopted  tilj 
the  bccafion  had  ceafed,  or  was  grown  unim- 
portant. 
»5d  >n.         Th£  affembly  of  New  York  rejeflcd  the  pro- 
Co^'uaof  ceedings  of  congrefs  on  a  folemn  debate,  as  did 
WewYork.  a  few  towns*  in  other  colonies;  but  their  ex- 
■  ample  was  not  calculated  to  produce  general 
effed ;  and  even  the  aflembly  of  New  York, 
before  ttie  termination  of  its  fitting,  voted  an 
addrefs  complaining  of  many  grievances,  and 

*  The  inhabitants  of  Barci.fta)>le  in  New  England,  at  a  town 
meeting  (January  4tht  X775)  rejected  by  large  majorities  the  refo* 
lutions  and  proceedings  of  congrefs  j  at  Ridgefield  in  Conned icut» 
a  rpecial  town  meeting  was  held,  and  the  proceedings  of  congre/k 
renounced  with  only  three  diflcnticnt  voices.  Loyal  affociattons  wer^ 
formed,  and  the  king's  authority  explicitly  avowed  in  feveral  towns, 
ijid  by  t  ijnall  parry  even  in  BonoD.  ^ 

requiring 
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requiring  many  remedies  petitioned  for   by   Chap. 
congrefs.     On  the  other  hand,  unremitting  en-   ^^^ 
deavours  were  uled  to  familiarize  to  the  people     1775, 
the  idea  of  having  recourfe  to  arms,  and  to 
furnifli  them  with  means  of  making  forcible 
rcfiftatice.'* 

Thk  king's  fpeech  on  opening  the  feffion  of  Effeftof 
parliament,  greatly  increafed  the  popular  dif-  ^^^j^^'* 
content.     Violent  refentments  were  expreifed   '^^'^^^ 
at  the  imputation  of  a  prevailing  difpofition  to 
difloyalty ;  it  was  refolutely  denied  by  fcvcral 
provincial  cfongrefles,  who  declared  that  a  due 
lubmrffion  to  the  conftitutioiiaL  laws  of  their 
country  was  the  ffreat  characteriftic  of  the 
American  people. 

Ik  purfuance  of  their  refolution  at  the  laft  jjf*^*-^ 
adjournment,  the  provincial  congrefs  of  Maf-  JJ^^^J^j^ 
lachuffet's  Bay,  met  at  Cambridge.     In  an  ad-  ciaUoo- 
drefs  to  the  people,  they  expreffed  fears  that  S^^j^^p. 
ftom  the  difpofition  of  the  Britifti  miniftry  and  fct>  Bay." 
parliament,  reafonable  and  juft  applications  for 
peace,  liberty,  and  fafety,  would'  not  meet  with 
a  favourable  reception ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
from  the  large   reinforcements  expefted,  the 
tenor  of  intelligence,  and  general  appearances, 
their  fudden  deftru6tion  was  particularly  in- 
tended, for  refufing,  with  the  other  American 
colonies,  tame  fubniiffion  to  the  moft  ignomi- 
nious flavery.     They  recommended  encourage- 
ments to  perfons  fkilled  in  manufacturing  fire 
arms  and    bayonets,  and  covenanted  to  pur- 
chafe  as  many  as  could  be  produced  within  a 
certain  time.    They  declared  the  higheft  detcf- 
tation  of  all  who  prefumed  to  fupply  the  royal 

*  The  town  ofMarblehead  i^pfolvcd,  *'  That  as  the  greater  part  of 
*'  the  inhabitants  might  foon  be  called  forth  to  defend  the  charter 
'*  and  conftitucion  ot  the  province,  a  confiderabls  advance  of  pay 
*'  ihould  be  made  to  the  militia ;  and  decreed  ihe  railing  of  a  fum  of 
V  money  for  that  purpofe/* 

troops     . 
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CHAP*  troops  with ^ military  or  building  ftores;   ex- 
^^j^^    horted  the  militia  and  minute-men*'  to  fpare 
I77S*     neither  time>  pains,  nor  cxpence,  in  acquiring 
difcipline,  and  to  procure  ikilful  inftru£iors  for 
companies  not  already  provided* 
J^*"*^-         Sun  LAB  meafures,  though  not  perhap^i  ta 
©"Sr'pro*   the  fame  extent,  were  adopted  in  feveral  other 
^nce«.       colonies.     Penfylvania  was  the  firft,  which  ift 
%^^'      a  provincial  convention  approved  the  reftrfu* 
tions  of  the  general  congrefi;   and  adopted 
means  for  fupplying  the  province,  from  its  in* 
temal  refources,  with  the  articles  neceffary  for 
Virginia,    fubfiftencc,  cloathing,  and  defence.     Virg^inia 
Conncai*    was  forming  military  companies ;  ConneJ^ut 
«»t*  boafted  of  a  park  of  forty  pieces  of  cannon^ 

^_^  and  ten  thouiand  foldiers ;  and  in  Maryland 
^^  *  great  exertions  were  ufcd,  and  even  force  re- 
curred to  for  the  purpofe  of  augmenting  the 
patriotic  levies. 
Attempt  to  G  ENERA  lGage  madcfomc  efforts  to  prevent 
wirSsV  thefuccefs  of  fuch  proceedings  in  his  govern- 
^m.  ment,  but  hismeafures  were  not  projefted  with 

fufficient  judgment,  or  arranged  withfufficient 
fecrefy  for  the  importance  of  the  occafion,  and 
the  fubtilty  of  his  opponents.  While  the  pub- 
lic mind  was  highly  exafperated,  and  the  raffc 
againfl  the  military  reftrained  only  by  thcf 
dread  of  their  prowcfs,  no  enterprize  fliould 
have  been  undertaken  which  was  not  of  great 
importance  in  itfelf,  and  in  which  the  means 
of  fuccefs  were  not  f(f  combined  as  to  render 
difappointment  impoffible.  But  Gage  was  of 
an  unfufpicious  confiding  difpofition;  flow  to 
believe  that  the  Americans  would  urge  oppoii* 
tion  to  the  laft  extremities ;  tardy  in  adopting 
meafures  of  coercion,  and  eafily  dipofed  to  fui- 

*  So  called  from  their  engaging  to  be  ready  at  a  fDin«te>  notice* 

pend 
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})end  corapulfive efforts.  Having  received  intcl-  chap^ 
ligeace  that  fome  ordnance  was  depofited  at  Sa-  ^^^ 
km,  he  difpatched  a  field  officer  with  a  ftnall  177$- 
detachment  on  board  a  ttanfport  to  feize  it.  ^^^  ^ 
This  force  purfued  with  eagernefs  a  falfe  in- 
formation, were  arrefted  in  their  courfe  bv  the 
proprietor  of  a  private  road,  and  baffled  in 
their  attempt  to  pafs  a  fmall  river  by  the  de* 
ftru6lion  of  the  ferry  boat^  which  was  cut 
through  with  axes  before  their  eyes;  they 
were  then  obliged  to  avail  themfelves  of  the 
interceflion  of  a  clergyman,  who,  to  prevent 
eflFufion  of  blood,  and  fave  their  honour,  ob- 
tained permiffion  for  them  to  make  a  fmall  pro- 
grefe;  and  they  finally  returned  to  Boflon 
without  accomplifliing  their  inftruAions,  In 
this  frivolous  expedition,  they  difplayed  the 
iitmofl:  coolnefs  and  difcipline ;  but  their  dif- 
grace  in  being  foiled,  afforded  ground  for  ex- 
ultation to  the  provincials,  and  diminiflied  the 
impreffion  made  by  the  prefence  of  an  armed 
body- 

This  faililre  might  have  warned  general  Expedition 
Gage  againd  the  bad  policy  of  purfuing  expe-  ^°  ^^"^ 
ditions  with  an  infufficient  force  up  the  coun- 
try, where  every  hour's  march  lirengthened 
the  enemy,  and  rendered  retreat  more  dan- 
gerous and  precarious.  ^Such  efforts  encou- 
raged attack,  and  incurred  the  rifque  of  defeat 
at  the  moft  critical  moment  of  the  conteft. 
Yet  his  next  attempt  was  of  a  fimilar  nature. 
Having  learned  that  military  and  naval  ftores, 
purchafed  for  the  provincial  congrefs,  were 
depofited-at  Concord,  he  confided  to  lieutenant-  • 

colonel  Smith,  and  major  Pitcairne  of  the  ma- 
rines, the  command  of  a  fecret  expedition,  com- 
pofed  of  grenadiers  and  light  intantrj%  tQ  fcize 
i^rdcftroy  ihcm. 

Theiie 
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CHAP.       Th  ERE  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  notwithiUnd^ 
v^^^  ing  the  precautions  taken,  intelligence  of  the 
.  »77s«     generaris  intentions  had  tianfpired/  The  .troops 
^sih  Apn  ^^,gj.g  embarked  in  the  night  in  boats,  and  con- 
veyed up   Charles   river,    to   a  place   called 
Phipps's  farm :  they  landed  before  day,  and  in 
order  to  keep  their  march  profoundly  fecret, 
feized  all  paffengers ;    yet  they  had  advanced 
only  a  few  miles,  when  they  perceived  by  the 
firing  of  guns  and  ringing  of  bells,  that  tlie 
country  was  alarmed.     Colonel  Smith  imme- 
diately detached  fix  companies  of  light  infan- 
try to  fecure  two  bridges  on  different  roads, 
leading  from  Concord,  and  on  the  other  fide 
of  that  town. 
i9th.  At  five  o'clock  in  the  morninff  they  reached 

iui!ndng-  Lexington,  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Bofton, 
ten.  near  which  they  perceived  a  militaiy  corps  ex- 

ercifing  on  a  green ;  thefe  perfons  were  peremp- 
torily uimmoned  to  throw  down  their  arms  and 
difperfej.  the  former  part  of  the  injun^ion  was 
difregarded,  the  latter  fuUenly  obeyed,  and  while 
the  Americans  were  in  the  aft  of  retreating,  fome 
pieces  were  difcharged  at  the  king's  troons  froraf 
behind  a  ftone  wall,  and  from  adjoining  houfes: 
the  fire  was  inftantly  returned,  and  feveral  Anie-^ 
ricans  were  killed  and  wouncled. 
^torw  The  advanced  detachment  wa3   fn  confe-' 

at  a!n!^  quence  of  this  delay  joined  by  the  grenadiers?. 
•wrd.  they  proceeded  to  Concord,  and  ckftroyed  fome 
(lores;  but  the  light  infantry  pofted  at  the 
bridge,  were  obliged  to  maintain  their  pofition 
by  firing  on  the  militia^  of  whom  near  four 
hundred  were  aflembled,  and  who  returned  the 
fire. 

<*  See  Stedonan,  vol.  1.  p.  1x9 ;  Alnoh^f  Remeoibnncer  for  177 5» 
p.  Sx. 
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When  the  detachment  began  their  retreat  chap. 
to  Bofton,  the  whole  country  was  alarmed ;  the    ^^^ 
minute-men,  volunteers,  dhd  militia,  affembled     '^75- 
from  all  quarters,  and  were  ported  among  trees,  haraflw*^^ 
m   houfes,    and    behind  walls,    whence  they  in  their  i*. 
greatly  annoyed  the  king's  troops;    while  a  ^^* 
ilrong  body,  hourly  reinforced,  prcrlled  on  their 
rear.     Spent  with  fatigue,  and  haraflTed  by  an 
inceirant  and  efleftual,  though  irregular  fire, 
the  foldiers  were  driven  before  the  Americans 
to  I^xington,  where  they^werc  fortunately  met 
by  a  diviiion  under  lord  Percy,  confiftinsr  of 
fixtecn  companies  of  foot,  and  fome  marines, 
who  had -marc lied  to  fuftain  them.     Colonel 
Smith's  detachment,  completely  exhaufted,  lay 
down  on  the  earth  to  recover  ftrength,  whil6 
\\\e  troops  under  lord  Percy  formed  a  fquare, 
incloling  them,  and  adminiftering  refrefliracnt. 

The  united  companies  proceeded  toward* 
Boilun,  haraHed  by  the  Americans,  who  from 
their  places  of  ambuih  kept  up  an  inceffant  fire^ 
running  from  front  to  flank,  and  from  flank  to 
rear,  loading  their  pieces  at  one  place,  ^nd  dif* 
charging  them  at  another,  in  a  manner  which 
rendered  it  impoffible  to  aflault  them  in  re- 
turn. (. 

After  evading  an  infidious  attempt  to  lure 
them  to  their  doom,  by  falfe  intelligence  re- 
fpeding  a  ford,  the  detachment  reached  Bof- 
ton about  fun-fet,  not  lefs  difpirited  by  tlie  in- 
cidents, than  exhaufted  by  the  fatigues  of  their 
long  and  difireffing  march*  The  whole  forct 
amounted  to  about  eighteen  hundred  men; 
fixty-five  were  killed,  a  hundred  and  eighty 
wounded,  and  t\venty-feven  miffing,  of  whom 
feveral  were  fcalped,  or  had  their  ears  cut  off 
by  the  Americans*    The  provincials  lofl,  ac- 

VOL.  ti.  fl  cording 
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CHAP,  cording  to  their  own  accounts,  about  fifty  kilkd 
^y^^    and  thirty-eight  wounded. 

»?75»  Such  were  the  proceedings  of  this  day,  in 
tion'rand  which  blood  was  firft  drawn  in  battle,  between 
♦icwofthc  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies.  Affeitions 
tmnM^tc"  diametrically  contradidory  were  advanced,  re- 
mcnts.  fpe6ting  the  origin  of  hoftility:  the  queftion 
will  not  now  be  very  interefting,  conlidering 
the  important  events  which  enfued  without 
being  influenced  by  that  fa6t.  The  ftate  of  ani- 
mofity  againft  government,  and  the  open  de- 
clarations of  the  demagogues,  left  no  doubt 
that  force  woukl  be  ultimately  reforted  to  in 
deciding  the  differences:  the  coUefting  of  mi- 
litary fiores,  the  pains  taken  to  alarm  the  coun- 
try, and  the  drawing  up  of  an  armed  body  to 
oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  king's  troops,  render 
indifputable  the  hoftile  difpofitions  of  the  Ame- 
ricans, and  clearly  indicate  their  refolution  to 
try  their  ftrength  on  that  day ;  the  Britiih  force% 
in  the  recent  expedition  to  Salem,  and  on  many 
other  occafions,  had  ihewn  incredible  forbear- 
ance in  fuftaining  every  fpecies  of  infult,  with- 
out having  recourfe  to  extremities;  and  the 
aflertiop,  that  they  were  firft  aflailed  is  fupport- 
ed  by  probability;  though  many  witnefles  gave 
dired  teftimOny  to  the  reverfe.* 
Kffirasof  The  advantages  derived  from  the  expedition 
tht  erent.  ^^j.^  j^y^  trifling,  as  great  part  of  the  ftores  had 
been  previoufly  removed,  while  the  injury  ac- 
cruing to  the  caufe  of  government  was  extcn- 
iSve  and  permanent,  liie  circumftances  of  the 
day  afforded   the  enemy  an  opportunity  of 

«  See  accounts  on  both  fides,  in  the  London  Gazette^  loth  July» 
1775— Stedrtan — Andrews — Ramfay — Mode's  American  Oeogra- 

£hy-«-Almon's  Reoiembrancer  1775— «and  tht  ^epiiotioos  publ&od 
,  y  the  Ancricaof  • 
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throwing  odium  on  the  kins^'s  troops^  and  ena-  chap. 
bled  them  to  excite  the  timid  to  refiftance,  and  ^^ 
confirm  the  wavering  in  fentiments  of  decided     ^77$* 
and  unlimited  oppofition.     Difcipliue  and  va- 
lour had  been  baffled  by  energy  and  cunning  ; 
tliofe  who^\vere  not  engaged  in  the  contcft,  be- 
came inflamed  with  emulation ;  longed  to  (hare 
the  glory  of  driving  before  them  the  Britifli 
troops;  and  talked  with  confidence  of  expelling 
them  from  Bofton.     Their  zeal  was  further  ex*- 
cited  by  an  untrue  report,  induftrioufly  circu- 
lated, that  one  object  of  the  expedition  was  the 
feizure  of  John  Hancock  and  Samuel  Adams; 
two  diftinguifhed  members  of  congrefs. 

It   is  well   obferved  by  a  writer  friendly  Bofton 
to  the  Americans,  that  as  force  was  to  de*  ^*^J***^ 
cide  the  conteft,  it  was  fortunate  for  them  Ameri- 
that  the  firft  blood  was  drawn  in  New  England,  **"•* 
where  the  inhabitants    are   fo  connefted  by 
defcent,  manners,  religion,  politics,  and  a  ge- 
teral    equality,    that    the    deftrudion   of  an 
iadividual   interefted  the  whole   community, 
and  excited  general  indignation.     The  militia 
from  all  parts  of  the  province  poured  in,  and 
an  army  was  foon  formed  of  twenty  thoufand 
men,  under  the  command  of  colonels  Ward, 
Pribble,  Heath,  Prefcott,  and  Thomas,  oflficers 
who  had  fervcd  in  provincial  ferments  in  the 
laft  war,  and  now  afted  as  generals.     The  head- 
quarters were  fixed  at  Cambridge,  and  a  large 
detachment  from  Connefticut  having  joined 
ihem  under  Putnarii,  a  veteran,  who  had  ac- 
quired^ knowledge  and  experience  in  the  two 
laft  wars,  u  line  of  encampment  was  form- 
ed of  thirty  miles  in  extent,   reaching  from 
the  river  Nlyftic  on  the  left,  to  Roxburgh  on 
the  right,  and  inclofing  Bofton.  in  the  centre; 
K^hile  Putnam  took  a  pofition  froja  which  he 

S8  could 
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CHAP,  could  extend  fuccours  to  thofe  parts  of  the 
XXVI.     line  of  encampment  which   were  neareft  to 
1775.      Bofton :  the  ftrength  of  the  works   from  the 
Neck  preferved  that  town  from  affault,   but 
it  was  clofely  blockaded. 
2sd  April.      To  prevent  co-operation  in  cafe  of  an  at- 
Gage  per-   tack,  which,  howcvcr  defperate,  was  daily  ex- 
iles 10  quit  pe6ied,  general  Gage  entered  into  a  compaft 
Bofton  J      with  the  inhabitants,  pennitting  them  to  leave 
the  town,   M'ith  their  families  and  effe^ls,  on 
giving  up  their  arms.     Many,  wifliing  to  avail 
themfelves  of  this  agreement,  performed  their 
part  of  the  ftipulation;    but  it  was  fpeedily 
reprefented,  that  the  enemies  of  government 
alone  were  difpofed  to'qiiit  Bofton,  by   which 
means  the  danger   of  the  well-difpofcd    was 
greatly  increafed,  as  in  cafe  of  an  aflault,  their 
lives  and  properties  alone  would  be  expofed. 
But  after-    In  confequencc  of  thefe  intimations,  paflports 
wards  re-     "^erc  uot  granted  without  delays  and  difficulties ; 
Siem*        effefts,  it  was  contended,  did  not  include  mer- 
chandize ;   the  wives  and   children  of  thofc 
who  abfentcd  themfelves  were  deemed  defira- 
ble  lioftages,  and  thus  feparations  of  families 
enfued.    Gage,  in  vindication   of  thefe  pro- 
ceedings, iffued  a  proclamation,  aflerting,  that 
all  the  arms  had  not  been  delivered  up;  but 
the  inhabitants  bitterly  complained  of  the  in- 
fraction of  the  agreement.^ 
Exertions        'T*^^  provincial  congrefs,  which  was  now  re- 
ef the  pro-  moved  to  Watertown,  ten  miles  from  Bofton, 
▼maaicon-  fl^ewed  their  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the 
*         befieging    army,    by    making    provifions  for 
clothing,    and   fixing  a  liberal   pay    fpr   the 
officers  and  foldiers.    They  alfo  eftabliflied  rules 

^  Ramiay*t  Hiftory  of  the  American  Revolution^  vol,  i«  p,  189* 
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for  governing  the  military  force,*  and  voted   chap. 
alai'ge  fum,  to  be  illued  in  paper  currency,    J^JS^ 
for  defraying  its  expences,  for  the  redemption     X77s* 
of  which  paper  the  faith  of  the  province  was 
pledged.     They  drew  up  an  addrcfs  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Great  Britain,  juftifying  the  late 
confliA;   complaining,  in  acrimonious  terms, 
of  the  conduct  of  the  regulais ;  profefling  great 
loyalty,  but  2q)pealing  to  heaven  for  thejuftice 
of  their  caufe,  and  declaring  their  refolution 
not  to  fubmit  to  the  perfecution  and  tyranny 
of  a  cruel  miniftry,    but  to   die  or  be  free. 
They  alio  refolved,  that  as  general  Gage  had,  sth  May. 
hy  the  late  tranfaftions,    diiqualified   himfelf 
from  ferving  that  colony  as  governor,  or  in 
any  other  capacity,  no  obedience  was  due  to 
him,  but  he  was  to  be  guarded  againft  as  an 
unnatural  and  inveterate  enemy. 

While  fo  much  ardour,  zeal,  and  refolu-  Condnaof 
tion  were  difplayed  in  Maifachuffet's  Bay,  the  vincc*.***" 
other  provinces  were  not  backward  in  exhibit- 
ing a  confentaneous  fpirit.     The  populace  at  ^jJAjwii. 
New  York,  on  receiving  news  of  the  affair  at  N«wYork., 
Lexington,  feized  the  magazine  of  arms,  and 
unladed  two  provifion-veliels  deftined  for  the 
troops  at  Bofton;  formed  themfelves  into  mili- 
tary companies,  chofe  officers,  diftributcd  arms, 
called  a  provincial  congrefs,   and  adopted  all 
the  violent  meafures  which  they  had  hitherto 
fo  cautioufly  avoided.     In.  Philadelphia,  even  PhjiacW- 
tlie  quakers  took  up  the  fword,  excepting  only  P*"*' 
the  aged    and  the  heads    of  njeetings.      At  Exporta- 
ibme  places  the  magazines  were  feized,  and  in  provi^ona 
New  Jerfey  the  treafury ;  and  a  general  prohi-  prohibiicd, 

t  Ste  theie  rules^  which,  with  their  introductory  recitals,  a|ie 
worthy  of  notice^  as  indicating  the  unaitered  puritanical  fpirit  of 
the  people,  in  AJidoq*$  Remembranceri  voU  i.  p.  izq, 
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CHAP,  bition  was  impofed  on  the  exportation  of  pro^ 
XXVI.'  vifions. 
'  1775.  During  this  ferment^  lord  North's  con^ 
adMay.  ciliatory  propofitions  arrived,  and  were  tirft 
torypropo-  referred  to  the  atfeinbly  of  Penfylvania,  in-^ 
iitions  rc-    troduced  by  a  peif uafive  and  lenient  addrefs 

Scaffwi.  ^*'^"^  ^'^-  ^^^^j  tl^c  governor,  who  folicited 
of  Pen.  temper,  calmnefs,  and  deliberation,  in  con- 
^^""*>  fidering  the  plan  of  reconciliation  held  out  by 
the  parent  to  her  children,  defcanted  on  the 
equity,  moderation,  and  kindnefs  of  the  terms, 
congratulated  them  on  being  the  firft  colonial 
aflembly  to  whom  the  propofitions  had  been 
fubmitted,  and  endeavoured,  from  this  cir- 
cymftance,  to  incite  a  defire  of  being  infiru- 
mental  in  reftoring  public  tranquillity,  and 
refcuing  both  countries  from  the  calamities  of 
civil  war. 
4th May.  The  houfe,  unmoved  by  thefe  confidera- 
Anditjca-  tions,  declared,  without  a  diifentient  voice, 
that  they  ihoiild  efteem  it  a  diflionourable  de- 
fertion,  to  adopt  a  meafure  fo  extenfive  in  its 
confcquences,  without  the  advice  and  confent 
of  thofe  colonies  engaged  with  them  by  folemn 
^  tics,  in  an  union  founded  on  juft  motives,  and 

condncied  by  general  councils.  They  cojuld 
form  no  profpe6t  of  lafting  advantages  for  Pen- 
fylvania, however  agreeable  at  the  beginning, 
but  what  mull  arife  from  a  communication  of 
rights  and  profperity ;  and  if  fuch  a  profpeft 
fliould  be  opened,  they  had  too  fincere  an  af* 
feflion  for  their  brethren,  and  too  ftricl  a  re- 
gard for  the  inviolable  performance  of  their 
engagements,  to  receive  any  pleafure  frona 
benefit  equally  due  to  other  colonies,  yet  con- 
fined to  themfelves,  and  Avhioh,  by  their  tem- 
porary  generous  rejection,  might  be  fecured  to 
^11.    In  conclufion,  they  deprecated  the  cala- 

niitieai 
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mities  of  civil  war,  which  they  confidered  a  chap, 
dreadful  misfortune,  only  to  l)e  exceeded  by    ^^ 
an  utter  fubverfion  of  the  liberties  of  America.       1775. 
Other  colonial  aflemblies  followed  the  pre-  Kcjvaed 
cedent  of  Pcnfylvania:  addiiig  various  rea-  a'^oipo^^cr 
fons  which  were  probably  fuggefted   by  the  P*^^'"^"- 
arguments  of  oppofition  in  parliament ;  fome 
regarded  the  propofitions  merely  as  a  fcheme 
for  diffolving  their   union ;    fome  confidered 
them  not  fatisfad:ory,  becaufe  the  amount  of 
the  contribution  was  not  left  in  their  difcrction, 
but  to  be  determined  by  the  king  in  parliament ; 
and  all  concurred  in  a  reference  to  the  general 
congrefs,  which  in  fa6l  amounted  to  an  utter 
rejedion,  as  it  was  well  known  that  the  go- 
vernment of  Great  Britain  would  not  acknow- 
ledge that  body  to  be  legally  conftituted. 

Th£  earl  of  Dartmouth  had  fome  months  4th  Jan. 
before,  in  a  circular  letter  to  the  governors  of 
colonies,   commanded  them    to    prevent  the 
meeting  of  congrefs,  as  highly  difpleafing  to 
the  king;  but  notwithftanding  every  effort,  ,othMa\v 
they  affembled  at  Philadelphia,  and  proceeded  sining  of 
to  frame  refolutions  for  raifing  an  army,  and  ^^  ^^^ 
the  emiflion  of  a  paper  currency,  the  reaHzation  15th  May, 
of  which  was  guaranteed  by  the  United  Colo-  T^rfirft 
nies;  that  being  the  title  by  which  they  de-  "    *"*** 
creed  that  America  fliould  in  future  be  dif- 
tinguifhed.     They  prohibited  the  exportation  17th  May. 
of  provifions  to  the  Britifli  fiflieries,  or  to  any 
colony,   ifland,  or  place,   which  continued  in 
obedience  to  Great  Britain,  a  meafure  produc- 
tive of  great  temporary  diftrefs,  particularly  at 
Newfoundland.     They  alfo  refolved  that  by  sthjunc, 
the  violation  of  the  charter  of  William  and 
Alary,  the  compaft  between  the  crown  and  the 
people  of  MalfacHuffet's  Bay,  was  diffolved,  and 
therefore  rcconmiendcd  the  eftabliflxment  of  a 

s  4  ne\^ 
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CHAP,  new  government,  by  ele6ting  a  governor,  ai&fi* 

^^   ants,  and  houfe  of  aiVembly,  according  to  the 

1775*      powers  contiiined  in  the  original  charter.    They 

*d  June,  proliibited  the  negotiation  of  bills  of  exchange, 
drafts,  or  orders  iilued  by  officers  of  the  amiy 
or  navy,  agents  or  contraftors,  or  the  loan  of 
money  to  fuch  perfons,  and  the  fupplying  of 
the  army,  navy,  or  tranfporta  with  provilions  or 
necellkries.  They  erected  a  poft-officc,  and 
foon  afterwards  placed  it  under  the  manage^ 
ment  of  Franklin. 

asthMay.       '£^j^  reinforcements  from  England  were  now 

jKttw^i  or  * 

reinforce-  arrived,  under  the  command  of  generals  Howe, 
mcftu.  Burgoyne,  and  Clinton,  men  of  undoubted 
bravery,  in  the  prime  of  life,  who  had  ferved  in 
different  parts  of  the  world ;  than  whom  none 
were  confidered  by  the  public  as  more  able  iu 
their  military  capacity,  and. in  whofe  appoint* 
ment  neithq-  parliamentary  nor  other  influence 
had  been  ined.  Howe's  family  and  general 
Bourgoyne  M'cre  unfriendly  to  adminiflration. 
General  Clinton,  of  the  noble  family  of  that 
liame,  had  been  aid-de-camp  to  the  hereditary 
prince  (now  duke)  of  Brunfwick,  and  highly 
efteemed  by  him,  and  had  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf  during  the  feven  years  war. 

Part  of  thefe  troops  being  expefted  to  land 
at  New  York,  that  city  applied  to  congrefs  for 
inftruftions.  As  no  eifeftual  rcfiftance  could 
be  oppofed,  they  were  advifed  to  permit  them 
to  occupy  the  barracks,  but  not  to  allow  the 
eredion  of  fortifications;  or  the  interruption 
of  communication  M'ith  the  countr}',  and  in 
cafe  of  hoftilities  to  repel  force  by  force.  The 
removal  of  women  and  children,  and  fecuring 
of  ar,ms  and  magazines,  were  alio  recommended ; 
and  in  confequence  of  thefe  meafures,  the  on,ce 
2  flourifliins: 


*      GEORGE    IlL  965 

fiourifliitig  cit^'^  became  almoft  deferted.     The  c  h  A^r« 
newly  arrived  forces,  though  they  formed  a    ^^^ 
very  fine  and  well  difciplined  army,  amounting     «77s- 
together  to  ten  thoufand  men,  did  not  imme- 
diately undertake  any  enterprise,     fiollon  con- 
tinued blockaded,  and  the  army  and  inhabit 
tants  reduced  to  fublift  on  the  military  ftores ; 
while  only  a  few  ikirmiflies,  occaiioned  by  the 
attempts  of  different  parties  to  obtain  provi-^ 
fions,  fliewed  any  defire  on  the  part  of  the  go* 
vernor  to  miliorate  his  fituation. 

At  length,  as  a  laft  effort,  general  Gage  i*AJoi»» 
iiTued  a  proclamation  in  which  he  recited  nu-  pr^^i^ 
merous  violations  of  the  laws  by  the  Americans,  uoa. 
the  abufes  of  the  prefs,  the  alVault  at  Lexington, 
which  he  defcri  bed  as  a  con  fummate  a6t  of  f ren  zy, 
committed  by  many  thoufands,  who  attacked 
the  king's  troops  from  behind  walls  and  lurk- 
ing holes ;  and  complained  of  the  blockade  of 
Boilon,  which,  he  faid,  was  made  with  the  pre- 
poflerous  parade  of  military  arrangement.  In 
this  exigency  of  complicated  calamities,  to 
fpare  the  eff ufion  of  blood,  he  promifed,  in  the 
king's  name,  pardon  to  all  who  Ihould  lay  down 
their  arms,  and  return  to  the  duties  of  peace- 
able fubjeds.  From  this  immunity  he  except- 
ed Samuel  Adams  and  John  Hancock,  as  per- 
fons,  "  whofe  offences  w^ere  too  flagitious  to 
*'  admit  of  any  other  confideration  than  that  of 
"  condign  punifliment;"  and  declared  them, 
and  all  perfons  who  had  appeared  in  arnis  and 
would  not  renounce  them,  and  all  who  ihould 
proteft  or  conceal  fuch  offenders,  or  fupply  or 
communicate  with  them,  rebels  and  traitors* 
And  as  juftice  could  not  be  adminiflered  by 
the  common  law  of  the  land,  he  proceeded,  by 
Virtue  of  the  authority  vefled  in  him  by  tlie 

royal 
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CHAP,  royal  charter  of  the  province,  to  proclaim  mar- 
^^2fXL/   *^^^  '^^^'»  until  the  reftoration  of  tranquillity/ 
ti7S*         Whether  this  meafure  roufed  the  provin- 
cials to  effeciual  enterprize,  or  whether  they 
vere  ftimulatcd  by  intelligence  of  Gage's  in- 
tended movements,  cannot  be  afcertained ;  but 
they  now  executed  an  attempt  of  confiderable 
'  importance,    with    a    celerity  and  refolotion 

which  afforded  prefage  of  an  ai'duous  conteft. 
Charleftown  is  fituated  on  a  peninfula  to  the 
north  of  Bofton,  on  the  oppofite  bank  of 
Charles  wver,  which  being  navigable,  and 
nearly  the  breadth  of  the  Thames  at  London 
Uridge,  Bofton  and  Charleftown  have  been 
compared  to  the  city  of  London  and  the 
borough  of  Southward.  Charleftown  gives  its 
name  to  the  peninfula,  in  the  centre  of  which 
rifes  Bunker's  Hill,  with  an  eafy  afcent  from 
the  ifthmus,  fufticiently  high  to  over-look  any 
part  of  Bofton,  and  within  cannon-ihot- 

It  is  more  characleriftic  of  the   hefitativc 
fituation   of  the  difpute,  than  of  the  difpofi'^ 
tion  or  judgment  of  either  party,  that  this 
important  pofition  had  been  fo  long  neglected ; 
general  Gage,  ho>vever,  yielding  to  repeated 
and  urgent  advice,  had  determined  to  occupy 
it,  when  he  was  anticipated  by  the  enemy. 
i6th  June.      About  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  a  ftrong 
t>n\fy^^^  detachment  of  Americans  moved  from  Cam- 
Bvinkei's    bi idgc,   and  pafling  over  Charleftown  Neck, 
Hill,  reached   th^  top  of  Bunker's   Hill  in  perfeck 

filcnce,  and  unobferved.  With  extreme  ra- 
pidity and  caution,  they  contrived,  in  afliort 
fnmnier's  night,  and  without  alarming  the fliips 
of  war  or  tranfports  lying  around,  to  throw  up 
an    intrenchment,    reaching    from   the  river 

*  Sec  the   PioclamaiioB    in  Almoa's    Romen^brancer,  vol.  i. 
p.  xifi^ 
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Myftic  on  their  right,  to  a  redoubt  on  their  left,   chap. 
«nd  in  many  places  cannon-proof.  ^^^y^ 

At  day- break  they  were  obferved  by  the     1775. 
Lively  floop  of  war ;  the  alarm  was  given,  a  17th  juiw. 
cannonade  begun  from  the  floop,  and  from  ?^°[,?'** 
Cop's  Hill  in  Bofton ;  but  thefe  raw  provincials  En^iSlu 
ftill  continued  their  operations,  undiftnayed  by 
a  roar  of  artillerv,  which   misj^ht  have  occa* 
fioned  fome  conllernation    even  among  ve^ 
terans. 

About  noon  a  detachment  from  the  army 
landed  on  the  peninfula  of  Charleftown,  and 
was  afterwards  reinforced  to  upwards  of  two 
thoufand  men ;  two  lines  were  formed,  general 
Howe  commanded  Uie  right,  deftined  to  attack 
the  provincial  intrenchment,  and  the  left  was  led 
on  by  brigadier-general  Pigot,  to  ftorm  the  re- 
doubt The  attack  M'as  begun  by  a  fliarp  can- 
nonade ;  the  troops  were  fuifered  to  form  without 
moleftation,  and  advanced  flosvly,  halting  at  in- 
tervals to  afford  time  for  the  effect  of  the  ar- 
tillery. Tlie  left  wing  in  advancing  was  op*- 
pofed  by  a  body  of  provincials,  pofted  in  the 
houfes  at  Charleftown,  and  during  the  con- 
flict, the  town  was  fet  on  fire  and  deftf oyed. 

The  provincials  on  Bunker's  Hill,  fecure 
within  their  intrenchments,  referved  their  fire 
till  the  troops  approached  within  a  fliort  dif- 
tance;  they  then  opened  fo  tremendous  and 
continued  a  difcharge  of  mulketry,  that  the 
Britiili  line  twice  recoiled,  and  was  with  diffi- 
culty rallied.  The  officers  were  peculiarly 
aimed  at  by  the  riflemen,  and  general  Howe 
was  for  fome  feconds  left  nearly  alone,  almofl 
all  thofe  who  were  near  his  perfon  being  killed 
or  wounded.  At  this  crifis  general  Clinton, 
from  the  oppofite  point  at  Bofl^on,  difcerning 
tlje  moment  in  which  he  could  render  effie6lual 

affiftance^ 
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cnAT.  affiftance,  volunteered  his  fervices,  and  having 
^^^^  pafTed  the  wafer  with  a  detachment,  rallied  the 
1775-  troops,  and  by  a  happy  manoeuvre  brought  them 
back  to  the  charge.  The  Britifli  foldiers  ftung 
with  fhame,  and  animated  by  the  appearance 
of  a  reinforcement,  attacked  with  fixed  bayon- 
ets, and  with  irrefiftible  inipetuofity,  drove  the 
Americans  from  their  works:  they  fled  with 
precipitation,  but  as  no  purfuit  was  ordered, 
they  did  not  fufler  much  j»n  their  flight.  Of 
the  Britifli  troops,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
fix  were  killed,  and  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  wounded.  The  Americans,  by  their  own 
accounts,  had  three  hundred  and  four  wounded, 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-five  flain,  among  the 
iiioft  lamented  of  whom  was  Dr.  Warren,  a 
phyfician  and  general  in  their  army,  who  fell, 
commanding  in  the  redoubt,  and  whofe  talents 
an/l  virtues  they  highly  extolled. 
BitTcryof  The  bravery  and  difcipline  of  the  Britiih 
tbeuTOps.  troops  flione  on  this  occafion  with  confpicuous 
luftre;  they  performed  the  dangerous  and  ar- 
duous exploit  of  driving  before  them  an  enemy, 
amounting  to  three  times  their  number,  ftrongly 
polled  and  covered  by  a  bi^aft-work*",  under  a 
icorching  fun,  and  incumbered  with  three  days* 
provifion:  their  progrefs  was  up  an  afcent,  co- 
vered with  grafs,  reaching  to  their  knees,  and 
interfered  with  the  walls  and  fences  of  various 
inclofures. 
obferva.  The  coudud  of  the  attack  has  been^expofed 
^^"**  to  confiderable  cenfure:  the  whole  objeft  of 
the  expedition  might,  it  is  faid,  have  been  ac-? 

^  TIk  Americans  alTerted,  they  had  only  fifteen  hundrec)  men 
engaged.    See  the  account  of  the  proYinciai  congrefa  of  Maflfachuf- 
fet's  Bay.     Remcinbrancer,  vol.  i.  p.  284,    fUmfay^s  Hifipry  of  the 
,  Revolution,  vol.  i.  p.  ao3[. 

complifhed 
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coinpliflied  without  poffibility  of  lofs;  a  float-'  chap. 
ing  battery  or  armed  veflels,  placed  in  the  Myf-  J^^^* 
tic  river,  oppofite  Charleftovvn  Neck,  would  1775- 
have  not  only  prevented  the  fending  reinforce- 
ments to  the  provincial  troops,  but  might  alfo 
have  efFedlually  cut  off  their  retreat,  without 
rifle  to  the  Bxitifli  forces-  It  is  alfo  obferved, 
that  nearly  at  the  fame  place,  and  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  fpot  where  the  Britiili  troops 
landed  in  the  front  of  the  enemy,  they  ihould 
Jiave  difembarked  to  attack  the  rear  of  the  pro- 
vincial army,  where  there  was  no  entrench- 
ment; and  thus,  befides  avoiding  the  ditficui- 
ties  and  impediments  they  were  obliged  to  en- 
counter, they  would  have  rendered  the  breaft* 
work  of  the  Americans  ufelefs ;  their  whole  de- 
tachment would  have  been  inclofed  in  the  pen- 
infula,  and  muft  have  furrendered  at  difcre- 
lion,  or  been  reduced  to  the  defperate  extremi- 
ty of  attempting  to  cut  through  the  Britiih 
line,  while  tliey  fuilained  the  fire  of  the  float- 
ing batteries  and  armed  veflels.  It  is  nnca- 
tioned  as  another  error  in  condud,  that  tlie  at- 
tack was  extended  to  the  enemy 'a  whole  front; 
inftead  of  being  confined  to  their  left  wing, 
which  was  covered  only  by  a  breaft-work  of 
rails  and  hay,  eafily  to  be  furmounted,  and 
opening  to  a  hill  commanding  their  redoubt 
and  lines.  The  unmilitary  and  unneceflary 
lo«d  under  which  the  troops  advanced,  ex- 
haufted  their  ftrength  and  deprefled  their  fpirits, 
and  during  the  engagement,  a  fupply  of  ball, 
fent  from  Bofl:on,  was  of  dimenfions  too  large 
for  the  field -pieces;  an  inadvertency  which  ren- 
dered the  artillery  ufelefs.* 

'  SeeStedman,  vol.i.  p.  i»8.    It  is  to  be  obferved,  however,  tbic 
tbk  author  always  fliews  a  ftrosg  difpofitioa  to  cenTupe  general  Uowe. 
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As  the  Britilli  troops  did  not  purfue  the 
enemy,  the  advantages  of  this  bloody  conteft 
were  confined  to  the  occupation  of  Bunker's 
Hill,  where  they  fortified  thcmfelves,  and  thus 
gained  an  addition  of  fpace  for  oiiart^rs,  but 
incumbered  with  a  double  garrifon  duty.  The 
Americans  raifed  works  on  another  hill,  fortified 
them  with  ftrong  redoubts,  and  advanced  them 
clofe  to  the  fortifications  on  Bofton  Neck. 

Meanwhile  the  congrefs  pftoceeded  with 
vigour  and  diligence,  and  with  a  wary  deter- 
mmation  to  convert  every  rifing  occurrence  to 
the  utmoft  advantage,  in  forwarding  their  ul- 
timate views,  without  difclofingthem  too  amply, 
or  alarming  thofe  who  were  not  prepared  to 
adopt  their  principles  in  their  utmoft  extent.  A 
few  days  after  the  meeting  of  congrefs,  Peyton 
Randolph,  their  prefident,  retired;  his  fitua-> 
tion  was  conferred  on  John  Hancock,  the  per- 
fon  who  was  afterwards  excl  uded  from  pardon 
by  Gage's  proclamation ;  and  the  province  of 
Georgia  adding  itfelf  to  the  general  confede- 
racy, all  America  was  included  in  the  reprefen- 
tative  body. 

Their  greateft  care  was  to  eftabliih  a  mili- 
tary force,  and  tlieir  unanimous  election  of  a 
commander  in  chief  fell  on  George  Waihing- 
ton,  efq.  a  perfon  of  good  education,  refpea- 
able  chara&er  and  abilities,  and  ample  fortune. 
He  was  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  his  age,  and 
had  ferved  in  1753  and  1754,  both  in  negotia- 
tion and  in  arms."  Since  the  peace  he  had  re- 
fided  on  his  eftate,  till  returned  as  a  delegate 
to  congrefs,  in  1774.  He  accepted  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  and  returned  thanks  in  a 
ihoit  modeft  fpeech,  expreffing  diftruft  of  his 

A  See  Smollett*!  coatinuation  of  Hume,  vol  iiL  p.  J77,  4201 
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abilities  2incl  military  experience,  and  claiming  chap. 
the  lenient  confideration  of  congrefs  on  his    xxvi. 
conduft.      He  declined  pecuniary  remunera-     ,7^5. 
tion,  leaving  it  to  the  generolity  of  his  country   ' 
to  refund  liis  expences.     Congrefs  immediately 
refolved,  "  that  they  would  maintain,   affifl^ 
"  and  adhere  to  him,  with  tlieir  lives  and  for- 
'*  tunes,  in  the  caufeof  American  liberty ;"  he 
was  inftru6led  to  deftroy  or  make  prifoners,  all 
who  lliould  appear  in  arjus  againll  the  good peo* 
pie  of  the  colonics,  and  in  veiled  with  a  general 
power  to  difpofc  of  the  army  as  might  be  mod 
advantageous,  in  obtaining  the  end  for  which 
it  had  been  raifed,  making  it  his  Tpecial  care, 
that  the  liberties  of  America  ihould  receive  no 
detriment. 

ly  his  progrefs  to  the  camp,  the  new  general  Hisrecep- 
received  homage  from  the  congrclfes  and  pub-  ^^^^  *"  ^^^ 
lie  bodies  of  the  clitFerent  colonies,  and  was 
hailed  by  the  army  with  the  moft  lively  exulta-  3^  July. 
tion. 

Pursuant  to  the  form  of  laft  year's  pro- 
ceeding, the  congrefs  drew  up  various  juftifica- 
tory  audrcffes  and  appeals  to  the  people. 

Oy  E  was  entitled,  "  A  Declaration  of  Con-  tfthjuijr, 
"  grefs,  fetting  forth  the  caufes  and  neceflity  t?onof^- 
*^  of  taking  up  arms."     It  was  written  in  a  grek 
bold,   declamatory   ftyle,  accufed  the   Britifli 
government  of  an  intemperate  rage  for  un- 
limited domination,   and   of  defignating  the 
colonies  to  all  the  eafy  emoluments  of  ftatute 
plunder.     American  loyalty  and  liberality  were 
nighly  vaunted ;  and  the  alfertion  of  loid  Chat- 
ham, that  the  revenue  derived  from  them  had 
enabled  him  to  defeat  the  enemies  of  13ritain, 
was  triumphantly  quoted.     They  cenfured  all 
the  acls  of  the  prefent  reign,  and  particularly 
the  declaratory  aft,  againll  which,  while  un- 

reprefented, 
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citAPr  rcprefented,  they  had  no  defence-  The  pro- 
3DCVL  ceedings  of  the  late  feflion  of  parliament,  from 
«77s-  the  king's  fpeech  to  the  reeefs,  were  reprobated, 
not  however  without  many  compliments  to 
the  oppofition,  and  to  the  petitioning  cities 
and  towns.  The  affair  at  Lexin2:ton  was 
rcprefented  in  the  moil  unfavourable  view; 
Gage*s  fubfequent  conduCl^ftated  in  the  blackeft 
colours,  and  his  proclamation  cenfured  as  re- 
plete with  falfehoods  and  calumnies  againft.the 
good  people  of  America.  "  In  brief,"  they 
laid,  **  a  part  of  thefe  colonies  now  feels,  and 
all  are  fare  of  feeling,  as  far  as  the  vengeance 
of  adminiftration  can  inflift  them,  the  com- 
plicated calamities  of  fire,  fword,  and  famine. 
*'  We  are  reduced  to  the  alternative  of  uncon- 
"  ditional  fubmiffion  to  the  tyranny  of  irri- 
**  tated  minifters,  or  refiftance  by  force.  The 
"  latter  is  our  choice.  We  have  counted  the 
coft  of  this  conteft,  and  find  nothing  fo 
dreadful  as  voluntary  flavery.  Our  caufe 
"  is  juft;  our  union  perfeQ;;  our  internal  rc- 
**  fources  great ;  and,  if  neceflary,  foreign 
"  afliftance  is  undoubtedly  attainable.  The 
anns  we  have  been  compelled  by  our  ene- 
mies to  afllime,  we  will,  in  defiance  of  every 
"  hazard,  with  unabating  firmnefs  and  per- 
'*  feverantfe,  employ  for  the  prefervation  of 
"  our  liberties,  being,  with  one  mind,  refolved 
**  to  die  freemen,  rather  than  live  flaves." 
Finally,  they  abjured  every  intention  to  dif- 
folve  the  union  with  the  mother-countrv;  nor 
had  they  excited  any  other  nation  to  declare 
war  in  their  behalf.  Their  armies  were  not 
raifed  with  the  ambitious  defign  of  feparating 
from  Great  Britain,  or  eftabliihing  independent 
ftates:  they  fought  for  neither  glory  nor  cou- 
queft.    The  mother-country,  on  the  contrar>% 
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boaftiog  of  her  privileges  and  civilization,   chap*. 

proffered  no  milder  conditions  than  fervitude  ^^ 

or  death.     "  In  our  own  native  land,  in  de-      »77> 

"  fence  of  the'freedom  that  is  our  birth-right, 

"  and  which  was  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late 

"  violation  of  it;  for  the  protedion  of  our. 

"  property,  acquired  folely  by  the  honeft  in- 

"  duihy   of   our    forefathers   and   ourfelves^ 

"  againft  violence  aftually  offered,  we  haye 

*^  taken  up  arms.     We  will  lay  them  down 

'*  when  hofliiities  fhall  ceafe  on  the  part  of  the 

*^  aggrefTors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  re^ 

"  newei  fhall  be  removed,  and  not  before.*' 

This  manifeflo  was  read  by  Wafhington  Stueof 
to  his  troops,  and  received  with  enthufiailic  ^•™>»| 
acclamations.  He  found,  however,  no  mo- 
tive for  exultation,  nor  any  ground  for  hope* 
The  late  adien  at  Bunker's  Hill  infpired  with 
much  irreater  fpirits  thofc  who  related  and 
reafoned  on  it,  than  thofe  who  were  perfon- 
ally  engaged,  or  viewed  its  progrefs.  A 
large  number  of  troops  was  colle6led,  but 
they  had  none  of  the  conveniences  which  are 
Hcoeffary  for  the  comfort  of  regular  armies. 
Infiead  of  tents,  they  had  a  fcanty  fupply  of 
fails,  which  the  fufpenfion  of  commerce  had 
rendered  ufelefs.  They  came  to  camp  in  their 
ordinary  working  drefles,  and  had  therefore  no 
uniforms ;  a  deficiency  which  was  afterwards 
Aipplied  by  the  ufe  of  the  hunting-fliirt.  For 
want,  of  commiffaries  and  quarter-maflers,  their 
fupplies  were  infufiicient  and  irregular :  indi- 
muals  brought  provifions  to  the  camp  on 
their  own  horfes;  fome  received  neceiiaries 
from  committees  of  fupply,  but  without  fyflem 
or  economy :  the  Connedicut  troops,  who 
had  proper  officers,  were  alone  tolerably  well 
provided  with  food/    Wafliington  complained 

A  JUin£iy*»  Hiftorj  of  the  Ret olutioo,  n  i,  p«  2Zt* 
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c  H  A  P.  lottdly  and  rej>eateclly  of  hJi  flirinerdus  wantd 
^^xvL    and  dfeficienpits  to  ttte  ctni^refa.     "  \t^e  haTt 
1775!^    "  no  (lore  of  animtmitidn,"  he  fsid,  "  tto  tool* 
"  for  intrenchiriar,  txot  engiheers  t^  direft  the 
^^  conftru6li6n  of  military  works;  H^chaveho 
"  money,  and  want  cloithihg  :  there  is  a  total 
**  laxity  of  difciplirte,  and  the  majority  not 
"  to  be  depfehded  on  in  the  event  of  ilnother 
''  a6Kon.*''* 
incrtnefs        TiiAt   this   ivcht  did   not   take  place  is 
tii wm?  ^^^^^  ^^  confiderable  furprixe,  as  the  Brltilli 
commander  was   not  imacqilainted  with  the 
diftrefled  ftate  of  the  advieHe  army :  he  >n^as 
even  apprized   by  a  defertef,   that  they   had 
not  ttiore  than  nint:  romids^of  powder  a  md^nj 
bat  treated  the  information  As  an  ihvention, 
fabricated    to    lure    hini  'into   fome  imprAc- 
ticdble  enterprize.     The  Bfitifli  army  was  iti- 
trenbhcd  on  Bunker's  IJiH,  having  three  float* 
ing  batteries  in  Myftlc  Kiver,  and  a  twfentj^- 
gun  ihip  below  the  ferry,  'between  Bbftoti  and 
CharlettowTi.    ll\cv  Iiad  alfo  a  battery  on  Cop^ 
HilJ,  Bofton,  and  ^vel•e  ftrongly  fortified   6h 
the  Neck.    The  Ahiencahs  wei*e  intrenchciS  at 
Winter  Hill,  Profpeft  Hill,  and  Roxbury,  com- 
*         itiunicating  with  one  another  by  ftmYl  pofi^ 
over  a  diftance  of  ten  miles.     Parties  wei-e  aKb* 
Rationed  in  feveral  towns  ^Tong  the  fea  coa^flt. 
Thus  both  armies  i-emained  reftrainetl  by  mu- 
tual fear  6f  attack,  and  the  year  wafted  xvith- 
out   any   traiifa6tion    of  gi^ater  importttnce 
,  fhan  the  burning  of  a  light-l^Oufe  in  Bof^oi^ 
harbour,  the  furprize  of  a  guard  by  the  Ame- 
ricans,   and  fome    flight  Ikirinillies   betweeu 
detached   parties,  inftigated   by    attempts   to 
6btain  by  force  thofe  frefli  pi'ovifions  Vhic^i 
in  obedience  tQ  congrefs  *were  tenacioufly  with- 
held. 

•.  General  Walhkigtdn*!  Official  Letter«>  f .  i.  p. » to  9. 6t  paffini. 
\      "     1  BbSI]!>£S 


^^  &£ftil)ft6  thdr  manifefto,  congre^  vdtedan  chap. 
uddreis  to  tbe  houie  of  afiembly  id  Jam^c^    \^Vj\ 
Tindicattng  their  late  proceedings,    and  der     jtrrs- 
l&afidiiig  their  good  wifhes  as  friends  to  liberty  f^^p^^'^l 
and  mankindi    They  iflued  feveral  other  ad-  tlielegia%- 
drefles,  vhidi  will  be  noticed  in  fubfequent  ^""^  <**  i^ 
pages:  and  finally,  taking  into  coniideration 
lord   North's  conciliatory  propofitions,   recar  it^j^iiy. 
pitttlated  againft  them  moft  <rf  the  obje^ions  Sl^^hT" 
taadein  parliamrat,  and  declared,  that  nothing  tonaiia^ 
t     hat  their  o^m  exertions  could  defeat  the  mi^  torv^ro- 
nifierial^^leiitetice,  of  death  or  abje<ft  fubmii^  ^  ^^^'^ 
4od/ 

Owe  of  the  earlieft  meafures  of  congrefs  was  dr^th  Mty^ 
fin  addrefs  to  the  people,  or  as  they  termed  E39«^»tij>n 
^em,  "  the  oppreffed  inhabi^ts  **  of  Canada^  iSa  on-** 
lliis  province,  furrounded  by  rivers  and  lakes,  d«rtab». 
and  (Iretchiog  from  Nova  Scotia  in  an  oblong 
dire6Uon,  almofl:  to  tlie  fbuthern  extremity  or 
Penfylvania,  presented  many  facilities  for  in'- 
Vafion,  and  promifed  to  be  an  important  ac* 
qiiifition.  Before  the  affair  of  Lexington, 
iome  individuals  of  Connedicut  formed  a  pror 
je6t  for  obtaining  poffeffion  of  Ticonderoga^ 
iituated  at  the  north  end  of  lake  George,  and 
Crown  Point,  near  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
lake  diampiain :  theie  forts  were  the  gates  to 
that  quarter  of  Canada.  They  procured  a 
loan  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars  of  the  public 
inoney,  and  having  raifed  two  hundred  and 
feventy  men  of  a  nardy  rac^  known  by  the 
name  of  Green  Mountain  Bovs,  proceeded  to 
Bennington,  and  placed  themielves  under  the 
command  of  a  partizan  named.  £than  Allen. 
0[Tiey  were  unexpeftedly  joined  by  cokmel 
Arnold,  who,  after  the  battle  of  Lexington, 

P  Set  Almon^t  Rcmcmbrsuicerf  1775,  ▼•  i».P*  ^74- 
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received,  from  the  Maffitchuffet's  cod^efs,  a 
commiffioa  to  raiie  four  hundred  men  for  the 
oipture  of  Ticonderoga.  He  agreed  to  adl 
under  Allen,  and  they  immediately  proceeded 
to  Lake  Champlain,  which  they  crolTed  with 
eighty*three  men,  fdrprized  captain  de  la 
Piace^  commander  of  Ticonderoea,  ki  bed,  aiid 
fummoned  him  to  furrender,  **  m  the  name  of 
the  great  Jehovah,  and  the  continental  con* 
grefs/'  Tlie  fort,  with  its  valuable  ftores,^ 
was  captured  without  refifiance :  Crown  Pointy 
which,  through  negle^  had  neither  ffuard  nor 
garrifon,  furrendered  :  Skenefborough,  a  Valu^- 
able  and  profj^erous  iron-work  and  village,  was 
furprized  by  Aiieri,  and  major  Skene,  the  pro* 
prietor,  with  his  ion  and  negroes^  taken  prt*' 
foners,  while  Arnold,  M'ith  great  fpirit  and 
ability,  fecured  tlie  intire  command  of  Lake. 
Champlain,  by  feizing  the  only  veilel  of  the 
royal  navy  in  thofe  parts,  the  iloop  Enter* 
prize. 

*  Thk  intelligence  of  thefe  fuccelTes  was  the 
firft  which  greeted  the  continental  congrefs^ 
They  were,  however,  appreheniive  of  appearing 
to  court  adive  hoftilities,  and  of  changmg  the 
nature  of  the  war,  and  therefore  all  publica'^ 
tions  in  their  intereft  treated  the  afiair  as  the 
fpirited  enterprize  of  individuals,  not  fan6tion-- 
ed,  though  not  cenfured;  and  congrefs  re* 
commended  to  the  committees  of  the  cities 


4  The  ftoret  takcfi  at.Ticonderoga  were  between  it%  and  tzo 
iron  caQDOAy  from  6  to  24  pouncijers  >  50  I'wivels  of  different  fizes, 
t  ten  in^h  mortaft,  i^ho^itier,  i  cohorn,  10  tons  of  mufket  bailft^ 
3,caitloa4^  of  flint;!,  30  liew  carnogest  a  confidera We  quantity  of 
lh«II«»  a  wanhouie  full  of  materials .  to  carry  on  boat  building, 
100  ftand  of  fmail  arm«»  10  cu(ks  of  very  indifferent  po^ef. 
S'braft  cannons,  30  barrek  of  flolir,  and  tS  barrels  of  pork.  The 
4>riio»ier8  wrre  one  captain,  t  gunner,  2  ferjcants,  and  44  rank 
and  /ile»  bcfides  women  and  children.— Captain  de  la  Place  was 
nut  bioughc  to  a  coan martkil,  but  i^itlrfed  to  fell  out. 

and 
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and  counties  of  New  York  and  Albany,  to  chaf. 
caufe  tlie  cannon  and  ftofes  to  be  removed  from  y^^ 
Ticonderoga  to  the  foiith  end  of  Lake  George,     1775* 
and  to  take  an  exa6it  inventory  of  them,  in 
order  that  they  mi^ht  be  fately  returned  M'hen 
the   reftoration   of  harmony   between  Great 
Britain  and  the  colonies,  fo  ardently  wiilied 
for  by  the  latter,  fhould  render  it  prudent  and 
confident  with  the  over-ruling  law  of  felf-pre- 
iervation. 

In  their  addrefs,  congrefs  fpoke  a  bolder  Ian-  s6th  Maf. 
guage,  declaimed  in  terms  of  pity  on  the  abjedi;  J^"j^g 
iiate  to  which  the  Canadians  were  reduced,  on  people x>f 
the  arrival  of  that  day  in  which  the  fun  could  Cw»d** 
not  ihine  on  a  fingle  freeman  in  all  their  exten- 
five  dominion.     By  the  introdudion  of  the  pre* 
fent  form  of  government,  or  rather  form  of  ty- 
raiiny,  the  Canadians  with  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren were  made  flaves,  fubjed  to  be  deprived  of 
the  fruits  of  their  induihy,  to  be  tranfported 
into  foreign  countries,  to  fight  battles  in  which 
they  had  no  interefi,  to  fpilT  their  blood  in  coa* 
fli£bs  from  which  neither  honour  nor  emolu* 
ment  could  be  derived;  and  to  witnefsthe  ex- 
pulfion,  baniihment^  and  ruin  of  their  priefts, 
whenever  a  fufficient  temptation  was  fumiflied. 
The  chief  objed  of  the  addrefs,  beiides  infUlling 
tbefe  principles,  and  a  refolution  to  live  free  or 
not  at  all,  was  to  conciliate  the  people  to  the 
late  captures,  and  deprecate  hoftile  oppo6tion« 

Animated  by  his  late  fuccefles,  and  urged  zsAJtme. 
by  his  natural  impetuofity,   Arnold  folicited  ^f^^^ 
from  congrefs  a  reinforcement  for  the  invafion  noid. 
of  Canada,  and  promifed,  with  two  thoufiuid 
men,  to  reduce  the  whole  province.    He  was 
encoura|fed  in  thefe  hopes  bv  the  feeble  ftate  of 
the  Britifli  military  force,  wnich  did  iiot  exceed 
eight  hundred  men. 
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The  deficiency  in  thts  i^e£i,  is  afcribed  to 
the  too  fanguine  reliance  or  the  governor,  ge^ 
neral  Carleton»  on  his  influence  and  the  power 
of  the  clergy  over  the  inhabitants.  In  the 
abundance  of  his  confidence,  he  aflured  general 
Gage  in  the  preceding  year,  that  a  corporal's 
command  was  fufficient  for  the  protediion  of 
the  province/  On  the  reduftion  of  Ticonde* 
roga  and  Crown  Point,  he  ordered  his  fmall 
force  to  St.  John's  fort,  which  was  prudently 
ftrengthened  with  two  redoubts.  He  tried 
without  fuccefs  the  influence  over  the  natives, 
on  which  he  had  fo  firmly  depended;  and  pro- 
claimed martial  law,  in  order  to  compel  the  im 
habitants  to  arm,  bat,  although  they  declared 
themfelves  ready  to  defend  their  own  province, 
they  refufed  to  march  beyond  its  limits/  Gage, 
however,  difpatched  bri^ulier-general  Prefeott, 
and  two  officers  of  inferior  rank,  with  two  fhips, 
to  Montreal,  and  about  the  fame  time  cdlonel 
Guy  Johnfon  arrived  with  feven  hundred  war* 
•riors  of  the  Five  Nations:  they  propofed  the 
iecaptur&  of  the  forts,  which  were  weakly  gar* 
rifoned,  but  Carleton  refufed  to  fan£^ion  the 
attempt. 

Congress  took  .advantage  of  theie  exer* 
tions  to  aflert  that  Carleton  meditated  an  in- 
vafion  of  their  north-wcflem  frontier;  they 
fittdioufly  inculcated  this  opinion,  as  a  juftifi- 
catioti  of  their  condudl  in  invading  the  king*s 
dominions,  and  fuch  was  their  fuccefs,  that  a 
plan  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
deemed  violent  and  dangerous,  was  now  e&* 
icoilraged  by  generaUapprohatieoi. 

Oenerals  Schuyler  and  Montgomery,  at 
the .  head  of  three  thoqfiind  meim^  proceeded 


^  Sltedmaiii  Tol.  i.  p«  132* 
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to  I^ke  Chawplaia,  took  ©oflfejSSpii  of  Ifle  a^x  c u  ap. 
Koix,  an<J  attapked  St.  Johd's,  fl)C  firft  ^ritifli  3?^^ 
ppft  in  Canada,  diftfint  about  115  mile^totlie  ^^^^^^5| 
liorthward  of  Ticondf  foga ;  the  jjicqpets  were  joth/** 
driven  id,  bnp  t;he  ipvaders  were  reiHilfed,  *ud  Attack  on 
obligedto  return  to  AuxNoix.  st.  John's. 

The  .geperals  noy  pufclithqd  a  conciliatory  AWreft.  to 
addrefs  to  thiC  Can^Jians,  affirming,  that  the  ^^  i^«"'- 
only  view9  of  congijers  wer^  the  refioration  to 
them  of  thofe  rights  to  which  every  Jfubjed  pf 
the  Britifli  empire,  whatever  his  reUgious  fenti- 
ments,  is  entitled ;  and  tiiat  in  the  execution 
of  tliefe  trufts  they  had  received  j)olitive  orders 
to  cherifti  every  Canadian,  and  every  friend  to 
the  cauiie  of  lijberty,  and  fac^.edly  to  guard 
their  property.     They  alfo  fucceeded  in  dfC- 
tachiQg  liie  Indians  from  the  Britiih  cauie, 
which  w^  evilly  effected,  as  thefe  favages  were 
diifatisfied  wath  tlie  governor's  rgedion  of  their 
fervices*     General  Schuyler  was  obliged  by  ill 
heakh  to  ret^e  to  Ticonderoga,  and  Montgo-  siege  of  St 
meiy  hayiug  token  precaution^  for  «  retreat  to  i"^'" 
Avpf.  Noix,  formally  bcf^e^  St  John's. 

FaOM  the  lijghtnefs  of  w)eir  artillery,  and  the  Chambiee 
infufficiency  qf  aismiiunition,  .tiie   Americans  «*P^"^c^* 
made  little  progre&,  tiU  ^he  fiureiider  pf  fort 
Chamblee,  diftant  ^bout  tiyfi  miles.   JLt.was  he- 
ileged  by  a  lieutenan^t-colpnel,  at  the  head  of 
three  hundred  men,  ^nd  furrendered  after  fif- 
teen  days,  althoughaniply  piovided  with  meAns  5^^^* 
of  defence,  and  ^o  pra6tic4ble  breach  made  in 
the  walls.    This  cpqqueA  yras. rendered  highly 
import^rivt  from  the  quanti^  of  ammunitipn 
and  military  ftpre^,  which  the  ponimandiant 
neglefted  to  deftroy. 

BefORE  they  obtained  this  tin>ely  fuccour,  St.  john*t 
the  Americans  were  reduced  to  their  laft  round  f«P""- 
of  (hot,  and  .;muft  inevitably  have  abandoned 
.     .  T  4  Canada^ 
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c  H  AP.  Canada.     They  now  prcffed  the  fiegc  of  St. 
iv^^^*    John's  with  increafing  vigour,  and  from  a  de- 
'775*     ficiency  in  provifions  and  ammunition,  and  the 
failure  of  to  attempt  made  by  colonel  Maclean 
'    to  afford  relief,  the  garrifon  was  obliged  to 
capitulate. 
ftstVSfpt.       An  attempt  had  been  already   made   by 
knalk ^'  Ethan  Allen,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  and 
pijibna?    fifty  J^^^j  *^  capture  Montreal,   but  he  was 
defeated  by  a  imall  party   of  the   twenty- 
fixth  regiment,  aided  by  fome  natives,  and 
taken  prifoner.*    Montreal  was  however  nnpro* 
u^         tefted,  and  Carleton,  after  the  capture  oi  St 
Montreal    Johu's,  cvacuatcd  the  town:   the  inhabitants 
eyac^atcd.  applied  to  Montgomery  for  terms  of  capitula* 
tion;    he  anfwered,    they   could  not  exped 
fuch  a  conceilion,  as  they  were  without  means 
of  defence,  but  promlfed  the  free  enjoyment 
of  their  religion  and  property.    Here  tne  Ame- 
ricans found  many  European  neceflaries  and 
luxuries,  which  the  regulations  of  congrefs  had 
prevented  their  obtaining  in  their  native  pro- 
vinces, and  Montgomery  employed  them  in 
the  conftrudion  of  flat  bottomed  boats  pre- 
paratory to  the  fiege  of  Quebec. 
^pedition      TiTE  fafety  of  that  city  was  menaced  by  a 
^idmcfll!  "^^^  daring  and  difficult  enterprize.     Colonel 
t|th  Sc^it.  Arnold,  on  a  plan  of  his  own  fuggefling,  w^ 
difpatched  by  Wafhington,  with  nfleen  hun- 
dred men,  to  penetrate  into  Canada  by  afcend- 
ing  the  Kenhebeck,  and  defcending  by  the 
Chaundiere  to  the  river  St.  Lawrence.      On 
9otht        their  arrival    at  the  Kennebeck,  they  com- 
menced the  arduous  toil  of  working  up  a  river 

<  By  governor  Carkton^s  order,  Allen  and  his  fidlow  fxiioDefs 
wfcre  fent  in  irons  on  l)oard  a  man  of  war*  and  conveyed  to  B%g- 
land  t  he  was  however  remanded  to  America^  apd  afterwards  ferv«(i 
in  the  provindal  army  with  the  rank  of  colonel. 

incuipbered 
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incumbered  with  rocks  and  ihoals,  and  againft  chap. 
an  impetuous  current :  they  were  often  com-  ^JP^^ 

EUed  by  catara£b  and  otlier  impediments  to  i77i« 
ad  ano  drag  their  batteaux  up  rapid  ftreams 
or  over  falls.  Their  progreis  by  land  was  not 
more  exempt  from  difficulW  and  danger:  thick 
woods,  deep  fwamps,  and  precipitous  moun- 
tains alternately  impeded  their  march.  Some- 
times they  were  obliged  to  cut  their  way 
throuffh  forefis  fo  embarrafled  that  their  pro- 
grefs  did  not  exceed  four  or  five  miles  a  day ; 
their  provifions  were  reduced;  dearth  and  fa- 
tiguei  introduced  ficknefs  and  defertion;  the 
original  troop  was  distiniihed  by  one  third; 
they  'devoured  their  dogs,  cartouch  boxes,  and 
every  other  article  of  leather  about  their  ac- 
coutrements and  cloathing:  when  a  hundred 
miles  from  any  habitation,  they  divided  their 
lad  (lore,  which  afforded  four  pints  of  flour  for 
each  man,  and  while  they  were  vet  thirty  miles  > 
diftant  from  the  probability  of  fuccour,  their 
laft  morfel  of  bread  was  eaten.  Finally  they  ^  ^^^ 
furmounted  every  difficulty,  and  the  Cana- 
dians with  amazement  beheld  this  fqualid  band 
emerge  from  a  wildemeis  which  they  coniider- 
ed  it  impoflible  for  human  perfeverance  to  pe- 
netrate. Conciliated  by  the  behaviour  of  the 
invaders,  and  re-aifured  by  a  manifefio  which 
they  published  by  Waihington's  direction,  the 
inhabitants  treated  them  with  hofpitality,  and 
were  prepared,  if  not  to  affift  in  their  enter- 
prize,  at  lead  to  regard  it  without  malevolence 
or  alarm.* 

C01.ONEL  MacliTan,  who  fiill  remained  at  s^^Not, 
the  coq6uence  of  the  rivers  Sorrel   and  St  ^^ 

Quebec 
■  SttdnuDt  Andvewii  Ranftyt  WafliiDg^on*s  Official  Letters, 
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Lawrence,  ignorant  of  the  furrendor  of  St 
Jojin's,  and  expeding  to  be  joined  by  Carietoa 
from  Mont^^eal,  was  fortunately  appriioed  ^f 
Arnold's  arrival,  and  of  his  vpeampment  at 
Point  Levy,  oppoiite  Quebec.  Maclean  in- 
(tantly  threw  himfelf  into  the  oity,  and  by  hts 
judicious  nieafures  ^prevented  the  t&c&  of  that 
confternation  which  would  have  rendered  it  an 
eafy  prey,  could  the  American  chief  have  pro- 
cured immediate  means  of  paiTing  the  Tiver.*^ 

UiriNFOKMED  of  this  (eafonable  fuccoiir, 
Arnold  made  an  attack  on  the  gate  of  St 
Louis,  but  was  repulfed  with  confidefable  io6 ; 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  cky  lining  eordially 
united  in  defence  of  their  property,  and  rein- 
forced by  failors  from  the  tfiips,  he  became 
alarmed  for  his  own  fafety,  and  withdciew  to 
Point  aux  Trembles,  twenty  miles  from  the 
capital.  Carleton,  who  had  been  a6iivdy  em- 
ployed in  colle^ing  a  force  to  oppofe  Mont- 
gomeiy,  on  learning  the  dp^nger  of  Quebec, 
palled  in  the  difguife  of  a  fiflieraian  through  the 
enemy's  craft,  and  took  vigoMus  meafures  for 
confirming  and  extending  the  efforts  of  Mac- 
lean, of  which  he  ^exprellied  decided  approba- 
tion :  he  armed  the  inhabitants,  ^.nd  expelled 
from  the  city  all  who  were  not  wilUng  to  co- 
operate in  its  defence. 

DuniNG  this  interval,  Montgomeiy  had 
been  a6i;ively  employed  in  turning  to  ad^^an^ 
tage  the  eilbSs  of  his  fucoefs ;  he  was  indefil- 
tigaJb^le  in  reci^uiting  the  Arengtli  and  ^irito  of 
his  followers;  and  acquired  confideraible  af- 
cende«ncv  over  the  lower  dafe  of  natives,  who 
M*ei^  -eafily  deduced  to  fympathise  wi<^  coio- 
nifts,  like  themfelves,  ftruggling  as  they  fup- 


V  WaihiDgton^s  Letters^  vol.  i.  p.  39.41. 
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^fed  for  liberty.  They  clergy  were  however  chap. 
u€dte  and  refoliite  in  oppofing  the  new  doc-  J^^, 
trines;  their  influence  was  confiderable,  and  *77i- 
they  extended  it  by  refufing  abfolution  to  fuch 
as  abetted  the  invaders.  The  nobleffe,  diflatif- 
ficd  with  the  ftate  of  the  province,  and  without 
cordial  attachment  to  the  BritKh  government 
or  to  its  opponents,  fupported  neither  party.* 
Montgomery  with  great  addrefs  avoided  giv- 
ing offence  even  to  the  clergy ;  he  raifed  a  regi- 
ment of  Canadians,  which  he  placed  under  the 
command  of  James  Livingfton,  a  native  of 
New  York:  his  expreflcs  were  permitted  to 
pafs  in  every  dire6Kon  unmolefted,  and  indi- 
viduals were  induced  to  fubfcribe  liberally  in 
fpccie  for  the  fupport  of  his  troops. 

This  brave  and  judicious  officer,   having  iftOec^   > 
eifefted  a  junftion  with  Arnold  at  Point  aux  J^j."*  ."* 
TremWes,  they  immediately  fummoned  Que-  ^^ 
htc,  atid  on  the  rejeftion  of  their  overtures, 
commcBced  a  bombardment  with  five  fmall 
mdrtairs,  and  opened  a  battery  of  fix  guns;  at 
feven  hundred  yards  diftance  from  the  walls. 

An  attack  fo  feeble,  and  of  fuch  light  metal,  ststeoftiK 
was  not  <:alculated  to  make  a  fenfible  impref-  ^f^**"^ 
iifHi,  and  the  befieging  army  was  not  prepared 
for  the  delays  and  misfortunes  of  protrafted 
operations,     Succefe  appeared  improbable,  and 

>  GiMsimi,  with  fik  ufasl  force  iiiid  perfpicuityy  tdvortt  to  thcTe 
circuQiftances  in  a  letter  to  colonel  Holroydy  (lord  Sheffield)  datod 
14th  Nov.  1775.  He  favsy  **  We  arc  not  quite  eafy  about  Canada  j 
^  anjWen  if  k  fhouM  be  fafe  from  an  attack,  ^e  cannot  flatter 
^  ourfrivcs  with  thSe  expectation  of  bringing  down  that  niartiaJ  pea- 
"  pie  on  the  back  fettleroents.  The  priefts  are  ours  j  the  gentlemen 
^  Ycry  prudently  wait  the  event*  and  are  difpofed  to  join  the  ftronger 
ff  paity{  btic  the  fame  lawlefa  fpirit,  and  impatience  af  government 
**  which  hawe  infeded  our  cdonies,  are  gone  forth  among  the  Ca- 
*'  nadian  peafants,  over  whom*  fince  the  conqueft,  the  nobleflfe 
"  have  loft  much  of  their  ancient  iodutiooe.**    PofihuKiaiia  Works, 
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retreat  difgraceful:  the  Britifli  empire  in  Ca^ 
nada  was  reduced  to  the  fmgle  city  of  Que* 
bee ;  the  fame  of  former  exploits  had  infpired 
exaggerated  hopes  in  America,  and  dtfappoint- 
ment  threatened  fatal  refults  to  the  common 
caufe.  Yet  the  difficulties  were  daily  aug- 
menting ;  diffenfions  arofe  between  Arnold 
and  liis  officers,  deftrudive  of  fubordination ; 
the  provincial  coips  were  inflamed  with  a  fpirit 
of  mutual  animouty,  and  with  difficulty  in- 
duced td  pay  obedience  to  fuperior  officers 
hot  belonging  to  their  own  colony ;  their  num- 
bers were  iniufficient  for  proper  reliefs  in  their 
daily  toils,  and  as  the  expiration  of  their  mili- 
tary engagements  approached,  the  general  v^as 
apprehenfive  that  many  would  quit  the  fervice. 
The  feverity  of  a  Canadian  winter  began  alfo  to 
be  fevereiy  felt;  the  troops  had  no  effedual 
prote6)9on  againi^  its  rigours ;  their  caili  was 
nearly  expended ;  the  congrefs  paper  bad  no 
circulation  in  Canada ;  and  the  natives  beean 
to  fhew  their  ficklenefs,  by  a  total  difr^ard  of 
the  invaders* 

In  this  fituation  Montgomery  adopted  the 
daring  refolution  of  trying  the  fortune  of  an 
efcalade:  prudence  prefented  numerous  ob* 
ie&ions  to  the  enterprise,  but  the  nature  of 
nis  fituation  filenced  the  counfels  of  that  mo- 
nitor. Two  feints  were  made  at  Cape  Dia- 
mond and  St  John's  gate,  and  two  determined 
attacks  were  feparately  led  by  Montgomery 
and  Arnold,  under  Cape  Diamond,  by  Drum- 
mond's  wharf  and  the  Potafli,  .  The  whole 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  the  befiegers,  be- 
trays confiderable  raflinefs  and  confunon :  the 
fignals  of  attack  were  given  before  the  troops 
were  in  a  due  flate  of  preparation ;  hence  tne 

feints  were  dete^d  in  fufficient  time  to  enable 

tbc 
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the  Britiih  general  to  concentrate  his  forces  chap. 
at  the  real  points  of  alTauIt.  v^Sf^^' 

MoKTOOMERT,  at  the  head  of  nine  hundred     1775- 
men,  advanced,  with  undaunted  intrepidity,  jj^*f5^ 
along  a  defile^  upon  a  narrow  path,  between  ied« 
two  fires,   with  a  precipice  to  the  river  on 
one  fide,  and  a  hanging  rock  over  head.     His 
approach  was  awaited  with  calmnefs  and  re- 
iolution,  and  when  he  was  within  fifty  yards 
of  the  point  of  attack,  a  tremendous  diicharge 
of  grape  fhot  put  an  end  to  his  hopes,  and  his 
Jife.     His  followers,  undifinayed,  returned  to 
the  charge   but  convinced,  by  repeated  re- 
pulies,  that  ultimate  fuccefs  was  unattainable^ 
fought  fafety  by  retreat. 

Arnolp  made  his  attack  with  feven  hun-  Amoid 
dred  men  at  the  Saut  des  Matelots,  and  dif-  '^«><*«* 
peried  the  Canadian   guard ;   he  received  a 
wound  in  the  leg,  and  was  obliged  to  retire; 
but  his  party  was  advancing  with  profpe6is  of 
fucceis :  they  took  the  firft  and  fecond  oarriers 
after  an  obftinate  refiftance,  and  againft  the 
third  a  ladder  was  already  placed  to  convey 
them  into  the  town,  when  they  were  encoun- 
tered by  the  concentered  force  of  the  garrifon, 
which,  after  the  defeat  of  Montgomery's  divi- 
fion,  united  againft  them.    Yielding  to  fuperior  Hit  diw. 
force,  they  attempted  a  retreat  in  vain,  and  fSfc^? 
were   obliged    to   fiirrender    themfelves  pri- 
ibiiers. 

The  Engliih  fuftained  but  inconfiderable  Simeon* 
lofs ;  the  Americans,  in  killeil,  wounded,  and  ^  bSciSde. 
pnfoners,  were  deprived  of  half  their  numbers  : 
yet  Arnold  did  not  abandon  the  province,  he 
encamped  on  the  heights  of  Abranam,  where, 
by  obftruding  the  Applies,  he  changed  the 
iiege  to  a  blockade.  Toe  hon ors  of  war  were, 
however,  foftened  by  mutual  afts  of  civilitv  ; 

the 
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cli  AK    the  pfiftmeis  wen  treated  with  Isjodafifi,  as^ 
,  ^^^\    the  wounded  received  ample  Tcdief< 

1775.  The  nam^  of  Montgomery  was  mentioned 
^bgk8  6f  ^jjj^  refpea  by  his  moft  determined  opponents i 
■wry.  the  Americans  deplored  his  fete  wiUi  aH  the 
warmth  of  patriotic  attachment,  and  the  ani^ 
matioH  excited  by  the  circumfiances  of  his 
fstll ;  and  thofe  in  England  who  participated  in 
the  fentimenta  of  the  Americans,  fpoice  of  hioi 
in  terms  not  only  exprelfive  o£  their  lenie  of 
his  merits,  but  incompatible  with  an  attach" 
iiient  to  th^  caufe  of  their  country/ 

Iiff  tracing  the  progrefs  of  tbode  dtfconteats 
which  united  all  America  in  one  comnMtti 
caufe,  and  combined  tfairtera  difcofdant  tad 
rilnal  gox'eniments  in  one  geifeend  iegiflation, 
it  is  neoeflary  to  defcribe  the  moft  ttnpoilaBl 
tranibSions  in  various  colonies,  till  all  dif" 
ference  offcond«i^had  ceafed. 
Tranfae-  VIRGINIA  had  been  conipicoous  ia  thd 
Jl?"'.^?  courfe  of  the  American  dilluriE^ances,  :and  its 
conniels  feemed  intirely  influenced  by  popular 
detivagogues,  among  uxe  moft  confptcsoaicf 
whom  was  Patrick  Henry/  Lord  Dnmmore^ 
the <  governor,  Irnd,  in  the  early  part  of  his  g<H 
vernment,  been  highly  popular,  but  was  iwnr 
the  objeft  of  difguft,  from  hisefiorts  to  main-* 
tain  U)e  royal  authority,  and  from  the  publio^-* 
tion  of  his  coiTcfpondence  with  lord  Dait^ 
mouth,  which  was  laid  before  parliament    hi 

f  Sec  ParliameBtary  Kegifter,  voL  iii.  p*  4D£. 

Otmenii  Montgomsry  was  of  a  vtry  refptf^iMe  fasSy  in  4^ 
North  of  Irclaml,  he  was  educated  at  fchool,  and  the  uoirorfigr  m 
Dublin  J  he  had  feived  with  reputation  in  America  during  ^  pit- 
Cfdingwar,  and  bad  attained  thie  rank  of  captain  fn  tbe  ifthflgl* 
lliant  of  ibot ;  he  ((oitted  thp  feniioe  in  di%Bft,  and  taafried  t  Iwf 
of  a  conGderalHe  family  in  the  province  of  New  Vork  j  be  ^4 
Ken  beloved  and  eftecmed  through  Kfe* 

*  See  dnaptcr  ix» 


tbefe  dii|>itched,  he  fa^d'xrith  ffeafer  iVeedom  cnr aP; 
thaA  wa.^  acceptable  to  thofe  ovet  whom  he  vS2j 
prefided,  {analyzed  theif  vi^w^  iti  im{>isding  tlie     x77i* 
cifiattft  of  juftfc^,  and  examined  their  means  of 
giriftg   pertnanence  to  their  prefent  engage- 
meMs.     He  imputed,  without  referve,  motivies 
of  e'xtMine  bafeners*,  and  iniidtous  duplicity  of 
ddttdad.    Wifdom  ihbuld  have  prevented  the 
flill  c^mmunic^atioh  6f  thefe  fetters  to  parlia^ 
meiit,  bat  iti  fuch  cotnmuAicationft  minifters 
ai*  mtlf  aWe  to  gubrd,  with  fuffici^nt  jealoufy, 
a^inft  indilcreet  expofures,  without  reducing 
the  ififerMMicm  afforded  to  a  mere  ttUllity.* 

«  8m  lovd  Dumioreli  kttflrs  to  lord  Dartnoptls  Psrliamentaiy 
RfgiftfT  t77V^  vol.  u  p.  85.  185.  The  following  paiTages  were 
pecaliarty  dFenuve :  '^*  Thdre  is  hot  a  jufticfc  of  peace  in  Virginia 
•€  ttei  aftty  cMoept  as  a  <6*iiBtttee*ftian  1  the  aboliOiing  the  courts 
**  of  j«iUcc  wa^^tbe  firlt  ftep  ti^ken.  ia  trhidk  the  men  of  fortune  and 
^  pre-eminence  joined  equally  with  the  loweft  and  meaneft.  The 
**  generri  tourt  of  judkature  of  the  colony  h  much  in  the  (a*ie  p0e% 
**  Skament  j  for  dioogh  (hene  are  at  }«aft  A  nAijoi-ity  of  bis  m^ye&y^s 
*'  councily  whoy  with  myfelf^  ars  the  judges  of  that  court,  and  would 
^  fletdily  perform  their  doty,  vet  the  lawyers  fasfve  abiblately  rfefuM 
**-  fbr  'tttelMy  ms  iodetd  would  the  people  al)t)w  thetn  to  altendy  or 
**  cvideoces  to  appear.  The  true  csufe  of  fo  many  perfons  joining 
«  in  lb  opprobrious  a  meafure,  Was  to  engagetheir  Englifti  creditors^ 
'^  ^i4o  M  mMbiPMis*  to  join  in  the  cbawiars  of  this  oomntry  j  md 
**  not  a  few  to  avoid  paying  the  debts  in  which  many  of  the  princi* 

*  pel  people  here  are  much  involved.  £very  ftep  which  has  been 
**  tiken  bytl^fe  infatuated  people  maft  inevitably  defeat  its  own 
'*  Mipofe*  Their  non«>importation»  non-exportation»  &c.  cannot, 
^  nuly  in  a  ibort  time»  to  produce  a  fcarcity,  which  will  ruin  thou* 
**  hxA  of  families:  the  people,  indeed,  of  fortune  fupply  themfelvet 
•■  tod  tlnr  negmes  for  tMpo  or  three  years,  but  the  niiddling  and 
'*  fooKcr  toTtp  who  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  have  not  the  means  of 
**  doinff  To,  and  the  produce  of  their  lands  will  not  purchafe  thofip 
^'  ^M6nGlries  (widiout  which  themfelves  and  negroes  llarvc^  of  th^ 
'<  ncrchantt  who  may  have  goods  to  difpoie  of,  becaufe  the  mer* 
^  chants  are  pi  evented  from  turning  fuch  produce  to  any  account* 
**  As  to'nnhiuikftaring  for  themfelves,  the  people  of  Virginia  are  ver^ 
**  ht  horn  bnng  natOFally  tnduftrions )  and  it  is  not  b^  talcing 
'*  away  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  encouragement  to  mduftry, 

*  that  It  can  be  excited  ^  nor  Is  it  in  times  of  anarchy  and  confbiion» 
^  that  the  fbundatioD  of  Aich  improremeots  can  be  laid.  The  lower 
**  dafs  of  people  too  well  difoover,  that  thev  have  been  duped  by  the 
*'  ridier  fort,  who,  for  their  part,  elude  the  whole  effects  of  the  af« 

*  ibciadoDt  by  irhich  Uieir  po^  neighbours  ptriih,'*  .  j. 
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^H£  planters  allailed  lord  DiiniDoie  with  in* 
veftive,  and  kifinuated^  that  he  had  formed  a 
con/piracy  to  murder  Mr.  Randolph,  thefpeak- 
er  OT  the  aflembly.  As  the  people  of  Virginia 
had  formed  a  conyentioti,  <ele6^  deputies  to 
congrefs,  and  were,  like  other  colonies,  train- 
ing a  militia  to  oppofe  the  Britifh  government, 
lord  Dunmore  removed  part  of^the  powder  from 
the  magazine  ftt  Williamfburg,  and  placed  it.  on 
board  a  ihip  of  war,  to  which  he  averred  it  be- 
longed. A  military  force  immediately  aflem- 
bled  under  Patrick  Henry,  and  a  negotiation 
was  finally  arranged,  by  which  a  Cum  of  money 
was  pbtained  from  the  public  treafury,  as^a  com- 
peufation  for  the  powder*  The  violence  of  thefe 
proceedings  induced  his  lofdihip  to  remove 
his  lady  and  family  on  board  the  Fowey  man 
of  war,  to  fortify  his  palace,  and  Airronnd  it 
with  artillery.  He  alfo  iflued  a  proclamation, 
charging  Patrick  Henry  and  his  tollowets  with 
rebellious  practices,  and  accullng  them  of  a  de- 
fign  to  change  the  form  of  government;  pub- 
lic meetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  the  public  mind  inflamed  by  in vec* 
tive,  accufation,  and  recrimination. 

Such  was  the  fute  of  the  colony  when  the 
general  affembly  was  convened  for  the  purpofe 
of  debating  lord  North's  conciliatory  iropofi- 
tions.  The  governor  recommended  tnem  to 
confideration,  in  a  temperate  and  judicious 
fpeech,  and  they  were  acceded  to  by  the  coun- 
cil. The  affembly  returned  a  long  addrefs,  de- 
nying the  right  of  the  Britiih  parliament  to  in- 
termeddle with  the  fupport  of  civil  government 
in  the  colonies,  refufmg  to  incur  a  perpetual, 
tax,  adequate  to  the  expectations,  and  lubjeft 
to  the  difpofjtion  of  parliament  alone,  and 
claiming  as  a  right,  a  free  trade  to  the  whole 
-  '  ,  '    globe. 


^obe.    Tliey  Fefeixtul. the  final  d^cifion  to  the  chap. 
general  congrefs^  and  committed  their  injuries  ^^^^ 
to  the  even-handqd  juftice  of  that  Behig  who     »77S* 
doeth  no  wrong. 

Before  the  receipt  of  this  addrefs,  feveral  LokIDuh- 
inefifages  had  paffed,  relative  to  the  fiate  of  the  "?°"  '^- 
magazine,  and  the  removal  of  military  (lores;  b^rd*" 
and  the  pubhc  fermentation  was  fo  exceffive,  "^^  of 
that  his  lordfliip  thought  it  neceflary  for  his  SSIi'jaiic, 
fafety  to  join  his  family  on  board  the  Fowey. 
The  immediate  motive  of  this  meafure  was  au 
intimation  of  an  intention  to  afiafTmate  him 
and  his  whole  familv;  but  this,  it  is  faid^  was  a 
mere  contrivance  of  the  popular  leaders,  to  em* 
barrafs  government  by  his  abfence, 
.    A  SERIES  of  meflages  enfued,  in  which  tlie  Aflembiy 
affembly  affured   lord   Dunmore  of  perfonal  «4Jowi*w** 
fafety  and  refpe6t,  if  he  would  return  to  Wil- 
liamiburg ;   a  meafure  which  he  refolutely  de- 
clined, but  offered  to  tranfad;  all  public  buii- 
nefs  on  board  the  Fowey,  or  to  return  on  IhorQ 
if  the  legiflature  would  remove  their  fittings  to 
.York,  about  twelve  miles  difl:aiitfrom  the  ca- 
pital.  This  propofal  was  indignantly  rejeded  by 
the  alTemblv,  and  his  lordlhip's  meffage  voted  a 
high  breach  of  privilege;  they  declared  thcij: 
apprehenfions  of  a  dangerous  attaok  on  the 
unhappy  people  of  the  colony,  and  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  prepare  for  the  preferyation  of 
their  property,  and  their  ineftimable  rights  and 
liberties} :  they  made  general  profeffious  of  loy- 
alty to  thie  king,  and  then  adjourned;  a  pro-  isth  jiw, 
vincial  convention  of  delegates  was  iminedi-  c**"*^"** 
ately  convened,  and  the  royal  governmeiil  in-  ^t«.  ^* 
tirely  fuperfeded. 

Whek  the  popular  commotions  had  in  fome  LprdPun^ 
degitjee  fubfided,  lord  Dunmore,  accompanied  "T^^'' 
-by  fevej-al  officers  of  the  Fowey,  ventured  on  *"^^  * 

VOL,  ih  v  ihore, 
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CHAP,  fliore,  at  his  plantation  on  the  banks  of  York 
J^^    river,  about  two  miles  from  Williamfturg.    In 
»775-     a  very  fliort  time,  however,  he  received  notice, 
that  a  party  of  .riflemen  were  approaching  to 
icize  his  perfon ;  he  regained  his  ooat  with  pre- 
cipitation, but  was  fired  at  in  his  retreat,  though 
withoiit  fuftaining  any  injury. 
Hecarricft       CONVINCED  that  moderate  meafures  would 
^^J^^  be  produaive  of  no  beneficial  efFeas,  he  fent 
*  his  lady  and  family^  England,  repaired  to  the 
town  of  Norfolk,  fituated  at  the  mouth  of 
Chefapeak  Bay,  and  coUefted  a  fmall  naval 
force  for  the  purpofe  of  a6);ing  hoftilely  againft 
Virginia.    His  rdburces  were  extremely  inade- 
quate to  his  enterprize;  a  predatory  war  was 
for  fome  time  carried  on ;  the  colonifts  dellroy- 
ed  the  houfe^  near  the  coaft,  and  drove  away 
the  cattle;  and  he  was  foiled  in  an  attempt  to 
asth  oa.  burn  the  town  of  JHampton.     He  then  iffued  a 
7th  Not.    proclamation,  declaring  the  law  infufficient  for 
Freciaims  the  punifhment  of  traitors,  and  therefore  efta- 
2^^*        blifhing  martial  law,  and,  requiring  all  perfonB 
capable  of  bearing  arms  to  join  the  royal  ftand- 
EmancU     ard ;  and  all  indented  fervants  and  (laves  be* 
pates        longing  to  rebels,  and  obeying  this  invitation^ 

were  declared  free. 
Effeatof       In  fuch  a  colony  as  Virginia,  this  meafure 
this  mea-    might  havc  produced  an  extenfive  and  tre- 
^"^*         mendous   efFeft;   and  the  refalt  would  have 
been  of  the  greateft  importance  had  it  been 
reforted  to  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  dif- 
pute.      Six    months  had  elapfed    fince  lord 
Dunmore  firft  threatened  its  adoption;  the  ne- 
groes had  ceafed  to  believe  and  the  planters  to 
fear ;  it  produced  no  furprize ;  the  country  was 
in  a  (late  of  defence,  and  the  royal  authority 
fo  much  reduced  as  to  render  the  governor's 
protcftion  problematicah    The  ftiry  of  tlie  co* 
9  loAiiU 


G  E  O  R  6  E    in;  99 1 

lonifts  Avas  increafed  to  frenzy,  and  their  union  chap« 
cemented  by  a  meafure  which  rendered  ac-  J£^]I?J 
commodation  impoflTible.  Lord  Dunmore  gain-     iJti* 
ed  an  acceftion   of  fome  hundred  adheients, 
white  and  black ;  but  they  came  only  from  the 
vicinity  where  he  was  eftablifhed ;  in  all  other 
parts  of  the  province,  the  certainty  of  being 
intercepted  prevented  their  attempting  to  join 
him. 

•    He  erefted  the  royal  flandard  at  Norfolk,  ?^Li 
and  many  of  the  inhabitaqta,  to  prefer ve  their  er^ed  at 
flaves,  abjured  the  congrefe.     Fearful  of  an  ex-  Norfolk. 
teniion  oi  his  influence,  the  infurgents  detached 
about  a  thoufand  men  from  the  wefteri^  fide  of 
Virginia,  who  intrenched  themfelve$  oppofite  ^^* 
to  me  governor,  on  the  other  fide  of  %\\g  river 
Elizabeth,   near  a  village    called  the  Great 
Bridge,    expeftingto  oblige   the  royalifts  to 
abandon  their  poll.      Before  they  had  been 
many  days  in  this   pofition,   lofd  Dunmore, 
deceived  perhaps  by  falfe   reports  contrived 
for  the  purpofe,  ordered  captain  Fordyce,  with 
a  detacnment  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  men, 
to  diflodge  the  enemy.    This  projeft  \vas  pur-  9th  Dec, 
fued  with  equal  boldnefs  stnd  paution,  but  the  J^^q***! 
provincials  wer<?  prepared  j    and,   as  he   pro-  Bridge 
ceeded  along  a  cjtufeway  Ikirted  by  a  thicket 
near  the  intrenchments,  Fordyce  was  at  once 
aflailed  with  a  heavy  fire  from  the  thicket  and 
the  works,     IJe  fell  within  a  few  feet  of  the 
bread  work,  and  his  party,  feeing  the  enter- 
prize  imprafticable,  were  obliged  to  retreat^ 
with  the  lofs  of  thirty  killed  and  wounded, 

The  governor  was  in  confequence  of  this  T<wnof 
failure  again  obliged  to  retire  on  board  Ihip,  ^^ 
attended  by  the  liberated  flaves  and  the  loyal 
inhabitants,  whofe  numbers  now  became  f(^<» 
oufly  injuriousi  by  confuming  the  provifipn, 
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CHAP,  and  crowding  the  veffels.    The  Americans  had 
^^^    taken  poffeilion  of  Norfolk,  and  as  their  rifle- 
men prevented  lord  Dunmore  from  obtaining 
fupplies,  he  fet  fire  to  the  wharfs  where  they 
principally  annoyed  him,  and  the  whole  town 
of  Norfolk,  one  of  the  moft  flourifhing  on  the 
Ihores   of  the    Chefapeak,    containing   eight 
thoufand  inhabitants,  was  burnt  to  the  ground. 
i«S^n^  The  efforts  of  the  enemy  were  ftill  fuccefsful 
dons  the  '  in  impeding  fupplies;  diftrefs  daily  increafed; 
coioDy.      ficknefs  prevailed,  particularly  among  the  ne- 
groes, and  finally  lord  Dunmore,  after  fending 
the  flaves  to  Florida,  Bermuda,  and  the  Weft 
Indies,  quitted  for  ever  the  ihores  of  Virginia, 
and  joined    the  Britiih  army  under  general 
Howe. 
Projea  of       It  was  an  objeft  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
.Connelly,    ijjg  exiftence  of  the  Britiih  power  in  America, 
that  poiTeifion  of  Virginia  ihould  be  retained,^ 
and  every  eifort  was  made  for  that  purpofe^ 
One  of  the  moil  important  was  a  projeft  com- 
municated by  Mr,  Connelly,  a  native  of  Pen- 
fylvania,  to  lord  Dunmore,  and  approved  by 
general  Gage,  for  attacking  Virginia  and  the 
other  fouthern  colonies  on  their  back  and  in- 
land parts,  where  the  people  were  known  to  be 
ftrongly  attached  to  the  Britifh  government 
<  The  garrilbns  at  Detroit  and  fome  other  re- 

,mote  poils,  with  th^ir  artillery  and  ammunition, 
Vere  to  have  affifted,  and  hopes  were  entertain- 
ed of  engaging  the  Canadians  and  Indians  ia 
He  u  be-  the  caufe.  Connelly,  who  had  received  a  com- 
Scwtw"^  miffion  as  colonel  commandant,  profecuted his 
pritefruf.  fcheme  with  vigour  and  addrefs,  when  he  was 
tn»d.       betrayed  by  his  confidential  aiiiftant,^  feized, 

^  Wa(hington'«  OfEcial  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  6z  to  64. 
c  Idciti.  vol.  !•  p.  p»  42.  65.  Sz.  S5. 

^    '  loaded 
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loaded  with  irons,   and  fent  to  Philadelphia,  chap. 
where  he  was  treated  with  extreme  fe verity.  ^^^^* 
His  papers  and  plans  were  publiihed,  and  the     «77S» 
caufe  of  congrefs  was  thus  doubly  ferved,  by 
the  fruftration  of  the  enterprize,  and  the  op- 
portunity of  making  the  people  believe  that 
rrovidence  interpofed  in  their  behalf. 

In  North  Carolina  Mr.  Martin  was  driven  North  Ca- 
from  the  government  by  meafures  nearly  lirai-  roiina. 
lar  to  thole  praSifed  againft  lord  Dunmore :  he 
was  accufed  of  infulting  their  rights  and  liber- 
ties, and  inftigating  the  negroes  to  infurrec- 
tion.  The  governor's  refutation  of  thefe  charges 
was  couched  in  language  fo  forcible,  that  the 
provincial  convention  (hewed  their  indigna- 
tion by  ordering  it  to  be  burnt  by  the  hands  of 
the  common  hangman.      A  difpute  afterwards  ift  jane, 
arofe  relative  to  fome  cannon,  but  the  infur*  j^rs* 
gents  were  awed  by  the  vigorous  and  deter-  vcrnofdn* 
mined  conduft  of  the  governor.  '•  Still  as  their  vcnaway. 
party  was    conftantly  augmenting,    and   the 
royal  authority  proportionately  on  tlie  decline, 
Martin  was  ultimately   obliged  to  retire  on 
board  a  flnp  of  war  at  Cape  Fear. 

In  Soutn  Carolina  fimilar  difturbances  pro-  SoothCa- 
duced  fimilar  effe6ts ;  lord  William  Campbell  ^^^^^^ 
was  compelled,  after  attempting  in  vain  to  ral-  * 

ly   a  Toyalift  party,  to  fcek  lecurity  on  chip- 
board. 

The  royal  government  was  now  reduced  to  Afccndcn- 
a  mere  name,  all  effeftive  authority  being  Veft-  cy  of  con- 
ed  in  the  congrefs :  that  body,   favoured  by  ^^^' 
diffimulation,    enterprize,    and    accident,    ac- 
quired a  decided  afcendency.     Every  circum- 
ftance  which  by  the  moft  ftrained  conftru6lion 
could  be  rendered  ferviceable  to  their  caufe, 
was  oftentatioufly  advanced,  faHehood  was  of- 

U  3  tCQ. 
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c»AP.  ten  employed  in  recommending  their  own  ptd- 
^^   ceedings,  and  vilifying  thofe  of  their  oppo* 
177S.     nents,  and  more  frequently  thofe  perverfe  mif*^ 
reprefentations  which  are  more  iniquitous  than 
direft  falfehood,  as  they  enable  thofe  who  are 
bafe  enough  to  ufe  them  to  triumph  while  un* 
detefted,  and  when  their  artifices  are  difclofed, 
to  fhelter  themfelves  under  the  double  fenfe  of 
the  word.    The  royalifts  aded  feebly,  and,  in 
general,  with  integrity ;  they  were  ofte^  over- 
powered by  violence,  overawed  by  the  clamours 
of  multitudes,  or  teized  into  filence  by  repeat- 
ed efFprts  of  chicane.    The  fouthern  colonies 
inight  have  been  kept  in  fulijedion  by  an  in- 
confiderable  military  force;   application  was 
made  to  Gage,  from  Sir  James  Wright  go- 
vernor of  Georgia,    but  intelligence  having 
been  given  to  fome  of  the  agents  of  congrefs> 
the  meffenger  was  way-laid,  his  letters  taken 
from  him,  and  another  man  forwarded  with 
difpatches  of  a  contrary  tendency,  fo  nicdy 
forged  as  to  deceive  the  perfon  to  whom  they 
were  written*'' 
lAtJibft.       Towards  the  clofe  of  the  jrcax  Gage  was 
^tkd*^'    recalled,  and  the  chief  command  devolved  on 
Mv,  *       Howe.     The  Maffachuflet's  and  continental 
Amcricai^ii  congtefles  granted  letters  of  marque  againft 
4rf«a^u^  Britiih   yeffels,  and  they  were   unexpefledly 
fuccefsful,  in  taking  many  laden  with  military 
and  naval  ftores  and  provifions;  captures  no 
lefs  beneficial  to  them  than  pr^udicial  to  their 
opponents,  who  M'ere  obliged  to  draw  all  their 
fubfiftenceatanimmenfeexpence  from  England. 
MAOd*    In  the  courfe  of  predatory  hoftilities  tlie  town 
Falmouth   of  Falmouth,  in  the  northern  part  of  Mailachuf- 

'  &attiiay>  vol.  i.  p*  %$6. 


€ti\  Was  caanonaded  by  a  fiagle  ihip  of  ibc-  chajp. 
teen  guns,  and  utterly  deilroyed.     Several  fe^-    3Swj 
port  towns  were  deferted,  but  far  from  fliewing     ^77S* 
A  idifpofition  to  fubmit,  congrefs  refol ved  to  op- 

Eofe  Great  Britain  by  fea,  and  iflfued  orders  for 
uilding  five  veffels  of  thirty-two  guns,  five  of 
twenty-eight,  and  three  of  twenty-four. 

On  the  whole,  the  tranfaftions  of  the  year  O^^enl 
1775  were  produ6Hve  of  the  moft  unfortunate  ^**^' 
refults  to  tne  Britifh  caufe,  and  the  moil  ani- 
mating to  the  Americans.  Meafures  which 
were  relied  on  by  the  miniftry  as  certain  to 
operate  by  terror  and  coercion,  were  met  with 
firmnefs,  and  evaded,  or  rolled  back  with  ad* 
drefs  and  dexterity :  conciliatory  propofitions 
ivere  rejefted,  and  the  Americans  diy>layed  a 
confummate  proficiency  in  political  mtrigue^ 
by  appearing  to  retain  fentiments  of  loyalty, 
while  their  condud  evidently  indicated  a  de- 
termination to  renounce  all  fufa^edlion  to  the 
mother-country.  They  contrived  to  advance 
with  rapid  Heps  in  the  path  of  revolt,  yet  to 
make  Great  Britain  conftantly  appear  the  ag- 
grefibr,  knd  to  retain  the  pretence  of  a  pacinc 
difpofition,  while  they  withftood  every  offer 
which  had  a  tendency  to  terminate  the  fubfift- 
ing  differences.  Their  military  operations  were 
unifonnly  calculated  to  infpire  confidence  and 
animate  enterprise :  even  the  expedition  into 
Canada,  though  not  in  every  part  fortunate, 
was  profecuted  with  fo  daring  a  fpirit,'  and 
frufbated  by  the  failure  of  fo  gallant  an  at- 
tempt, that  the  Americans  felt  more  pride  as 
iharers  in  the  glory  of  Montgomery,  than  mor- 
tification in  me  difappointment,  which  only 
fliewed  that  they  could  not,  without  confider- 
able  exertion,  wrefi;  from  Great  Britain  the 

V  4  chief 
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cf^  AP.  chief  conqueft  rcfervcd  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
J^^^   toils  and  cxpences  of  the  late  war.* 

«775« 

«  For  this  chxptery  befidet  the  tutiioritiet  l)iioted  in  fiipporf  of 
.particuUr  DtfTages,  I  have  confulted  the  periodical  publicatioss  j  tly 
niftories  ot  the  American  War  by  Stedman,  Anarewt,  and  Ram* 
-fty  $  Mori«*s  American  Geography  j  and  the  Reinembfa;inccr  i  and 
I  have  been  aifiiled  by  very  refpeftible  ihanufcript  obiervatlona  on 
then. 
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CHAPTER   THE  TWENTY-SEVENt H:    ' 

1775 — 1776. 

'Proceedings  in  the  city  of  London.— 'Addrefs  ■[ 

to  the  king, — His  anfwer.^-Conteji  refpect- 
ing  the  right  of  prefenting  petitions  to  the 
king  on  the  throne. — Addrefs  of  congrefs 
to  the, people    of  Great  Britain-— to  the 
people  of  Ireland."^ Proclamation  againjl 
rebellion. '^Petition  of  congrefs  to  the  king. 
—  Anfwer  from  the  fecretary  of  ftate.--^ 
Effects  of  the  anfiver.— Popularity  of  the 
*  meafttres  of  government. — Tranfactions  in 
parliament  till  the  Chrifmas  recefs. — King's 
fpeech. — Oppojition  to  the  addrefs  in  both 
kouJes.—ProteJi.'— Debates  on  the  employ- 
ment of  foreign  troops  in  garrifons. — Bill 
of  indemnity-^ Motion    of   ce7ifure — boih 
rejected. — Bill  for  ajfembling  the  militia.-^ 
Eftimates.-^  Motion  by  the  duke  of  Graf  ton. 
— Land  tax  fixed  at  four  JkilUngs  in  the 
pound.  '-^Nova  Scotia  petition, — Debate  an 
the  petition  of  congrefs  to  the  king,  —  Mr. 
Penn   examined  as  a  uitiiefs.^^The  Duhe 
of  Richmond's  motion.  —  Burke's  concili- 
atory I  bill  —  ably    oppofed    by     go^oernor 
Porvfiall — rejected: — Ilartley's'^propojttions 
— rejected.  — Bill  for  prohibiting  commercial 
inter courfe  with  America — debated  in  the 
lords  —  pajfed.  —  Recefs: —  Changes  in  ad- 
minijiration.  — -  Lord    George  -  Germaine, 
fecretary  of  fate  for  America^^his  che- 
racter.'^-^Other  changes. -^  Defpondency  of 
adminijiration. 

|TNi>Eii  the  may  pralty  of  Wilkes,  the  city  of  chap. 
^  London  feemed  largely  to  participate  in  ^vii. 
the  fentimeuts  which  produced  liich  alarmiijg  ^jTs^^ 

commotions  ^^'^ 


CHAP. 

icxvii. 
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commotions  in  America.  The  nuyority  of 
individuals  was  friendly  to  governrhent ;  but 
an  active  and  turbulent  minority  managed  the 
proceedings  of  the  city  councik,  which,  by 
intrigue,  were  made  to  aflume  a  fa&ious  ap- 
pearance. 

Ik  confequence  of  the  ads  of  parliament 
relative  to  America,  the  livery  prefented  to  the 
king  an  addrefs,  remonftrance,  and  petition, 
cenluring  all  the  late  uieafures,  not  merely  with 
plainnefs  and  freedom,  but  with  acrimonious  af- 
perity.  "Not  deceived,"  they  iaid,  "by  the 
fpecious  artifice  of  calling  deipotifm  dignity, 
tney  plainly  perceived  a  real  defign  to  eftabliih 
arbitrary  power  over  all  America ;  and  con- 
fidering  the  liberties  of  the  whole  inevitably 
connefted  with  every  part  of  an  empire, 
founded  on  the  common  rights  of  mankind, 
they  were  alarmed  at  feeing  the  couftitution 
violated  in  any  part  of  the  king's  domi- 
nions.'*  Numerous  grievances,  they  ftid,  had 
^  driven  his  majefty 's  faithful  fubjcds  in  America 
to  defpair,  and  compelled  them  to  a  reiiftance 
juftified  by  the  great  principles  of  the  con- 
ilitution,  and  in  confequence  of  ^hich,  the 
crown  was  transferred  from  the  popifli  and 
tyrannicai  race  of  Stuarts,  to  the  iuufirious 
and  protefiant  houfe  of  Brunfwick.  Perfuaded 
that  tfaefe  meafures  originated  in  the  fecret 
advice  of  men,  enemies  alike  to  his  Majefty *s 
title,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people ;  that  Uie 
miniftry  carried  them  into  execution  by  the 
fame  fatal  corruption  which  had  enabled  them 
to  wound  the  peace,  and  violate  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  country ;  poifoninof  the  fountain 
of  public  fecurity,  ana  rendering  that  boiy 
^hich  fliotild  be  the  guardian  of  liberty,  a  for- 
mrdable  iniftrumtnt  of  arbitrary  power;  they 

prayed 
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{>taye(i  tlie  king,  as  a  firft  ftep  to\vards  a  redrefs  c h  AP, 
of  grievances,  which  alarmed  and  afFe6led  the  >^)[i^^ 
ji'hole  nation,  to  difmifs  his  minifters  for  ever ;     «775* 
fo  ihould  peace  and  commerce  be  reftored,  and 
confidence  and  aife^tion  be  the  fupporters  of 
the  throne. 

The  king's  anfwer  imported  his  aftonifh-  HUaa- 
ment  that  any  of  his  fubjefts  fliould  encourage  ^^*^*  - 
the  rebellious  difpofition  exifting  in  America; 
relying,  however,  on  the  wifdom  of  parliament, 
the  great   council  of  the   nation,   he  would 
fteadily  purfue  the  meafures  recommended  by  " 
them  for  fupport  of  the  confiitutional  rights, 
and    prote6lion    of  the    commerce   of  Great 
Britain.    The  lord  mayor  was  prevented  from 
replying,  by  an  intimation  from  the  lord  in 
waiting. 

In  a  few  days  after  this  interview,  the  earl  Meffaget* 
.of  Hertford  lord  chamberlain,  in  a  letter  to  ^^^^ 
the  lord  mayor,   fignified   the  king's  deter- 
mination not  to  receive,  on  the  throne,  any 
addrefs,  remonftrance,  or  petition,  but  from  the 
body  corporate.      Wilkes  eagerly  feized  the  Wiiket't 
opportunity  thus  afforded  of  raifing  a  new  con-  ^''^^ 
left.     In  a  long  letter,  he  infilled  on  the  right 
of  the  city,  *^  a  right  which  even  the  accurfed 
*'  race  of  Stuarts  had  refpeded,"  to  prefent  pe- 
titions to  the  king  on  the  throne,   aud  hoped, 
that  a  privilege  left  uninvaded  by  every  tyrant 
of  the  Tarquin  race,  would  be  facredly  pre- 
ferved  under  a  prince  of  the  houfe  of  Bnmf- 
wick,  whofe  family  was  chofen  to  protect  the 
liberties  of  a  free  people,  whom  the  Stuarts 
had  endea^^oured  to  enflave. 

At  the  firfl  common  hall,  an  addrefs,  remon-  *4*hjwnc. 
ftrance,  and  petition,  in  many  refpeds  an  echo  hi'«  d^tht 
of  the  lafl,  but  rather  exceeding  it  in  violence,  common 
was  approved ;  the  miniftry  were  defcribed  as  ^*^' 

men 
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CHAP,  men  avowedly  inimical  to  the  principles  on 
j'^^J^    TV  hich  the  king  poffefled  the  crown ;  and  the 


The  king 
Tefiifes  to 
receive  it 
on  the 
throne. 


*77S«  parliament,  as  a  body  of  whom  the  ma- 
ftraSce*  jority  were  notorioufly  bribed  to  betray  theit 
▼ottd.  conftituents  and  the  country;  the  minifters 
were  therefore  to  be  difmiffedf,  and  the  parlia* 
mept  diflblved.  The  correfpondence  between 
Wilkes  and  lord  Hertford  was  entered  on  the 
city  records,  and  the  flieriffs  inftrufted  to  in* 
quire  when  the  king  would  receive,  an  the 
thronCy  this  addrefs,  prefented  by  the  lord 
mayor,  the  city  members,  the  court  of  alder- 
jfithjune.  men,  IherifFs,  and  livery.  The  king  having 
offered  to  receive  it  at  the  next  levee  ;  Plomer, 
one  of  the  flieriffs,  declared  the  refolution  of 
the  livery  not  to  prefent  it,  unlefs  the  king 
would  receive  it  fitting  on  the  throne.  "  I  am 
**  ever  ready,"  his  majefty  rejoined,  "  to  receivnc 
"  addrefles  and  petitions,  but  I  am  the  judge 
"  where."  The  fubftance  of  this  conference 
was  reported  to  the  livery,  refolutions  adopted, 
and  conveyed  to  the  king,  afldting  that  his 
anfwer  was  a  direft  denial  of  the  right  of  the 
court  to  have  their  petitions  heard ;  that  the 
remonftrance  ihould  be  printed  in  the  public 
papers,  and  the  city  members  i»ftruQed  to 
move  for  an  impeachment  of  the  evil  coun- 
fcUors  who  planted  popery  and  arbitrary  power 
in  America,  and  Avere  the  advifers  of  a  meafure 
fo  dangerous  to  his  majefty's  happinefs  and  the 
rights  of  the  people,  as  that  of  refufing  to  hear 
their  petitions.  An  addrefs  fubfequently  voted 
by  the  common  council,  couched  in  moderate 
and  refpeclful  terms,  and  praying  the  king  to 
fufpend  operations  of  force  againft  America, 
obtained  a  gracious  reception,  and  a  mild, 
though  uncomplying  anfwer. 
Addrcftof  The  American  congrefs  availed  themfelves 
Kf  w""  of  the  difpofition  in  the  city  of  London,  to 
^^  render 
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render  their  caufe  popular,  and  exerted  their  CHAF. 
endeavours  to  obtain  partizans  in  every  part  of    xxvji. 
the  king's  dominions,  or  at  lead  to  render  as      »77^ 
many  as  poffible  indifferent  to  the  interefts  of  b^S^ 
government.     They  circulated  a  long,   elabo-  sth  July, 
rate,  and  infidious  addrefs  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain,  appealing  at  once  to  their  pride, 
juftice,   and  compaflion ;    exculpating   them- 
felves,  and  endeavounng  to  alarm  the  jealoufy 
of  Englishmen  for  their  conftitutional  rights, 
which  would  be  no  lefs  endangered  by  fuccefs, 
than  their  profperity  would  be  impaired  by  a 
failure  in  hoftilities.     They  juftified  their  oppo- 
iition  to  military  force,  by  alleging  that  they 
were  wantonly  attacked ;  but  though  they  re- 
pelled affaults,  and  returned  blows,  yet  they 
lamented  the  wounds  they  were  obliged  to  in- 
flict, nor  had  they  learned  to  rejoice  at  a  vic- 
tory over  Engliflimen.     They  denied  afpiring 
at  independency,  but  declared  they  would  only 
treat  on  fuch  terms  as  would  render  accommo* 
dation  lading;    calling  God  to  witnefs  that 
they  would  part  wijth  their  property,  endanger 
their  lives,  and  facrifice  every  thing  but  li- 
berty, to  redeem  Great  Britain  from  ruin. 

An  addrefs  was  alio  made  to  the  people  of  stth, 
Ireland,  defigned,  from  fimilarity  of  lituation,  ^°^^ 
to  produce  congeniality  of  fentiment.      The  tncL 
meafures  of  the  reign  were  decried  as  indicat-^ 
ing  that  the  genius  of  England  and  the  fpirit 
of  wifdom  had  withdrawn  from    the  Briti/h 
councils,  and  left  the  nation  aprejrto  a  race  of 
minifiers,    with  whom    the    ancient  Englifli 
honefty  and  benevolence  difdained  to  dwell ; 
from  that  period,  jealoufy,  difcontent,  oppref- 
fion,  and  difcord  had  raged  among  all  his  ma- 
jefty's  fubje6is,  and  filled  every  part  of  his 
dominions  with  diflrefs  and  complaint.    They 

deplored 
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CHAP,  deplored  the  neceffity  of  renouncing  their 
iw^v^  commercial  connexion  with  Ireland,  from 
»775»  whofe  parliament  they  had  received  no  injury, 
and  whofe  people  had  ever  been  friendly  to  the 
rights  of  mankind :  but  on  the  other  hand,  the 
labours  and  manuntdures  of  Ireland,  like  thofe 
of  the  filk  worm,  were  of  little  moment  to  her- 
felf,  but  ferved  only  to  give  luxury  to  thofe 
who  neither  toil  nor  fpin ;  and  iliould  the  refo- 
lutions  of  congrefs  occafion  n^uch  diftreis,  the 
fertile  regions  of  America  would  alFord  a  fafc 
afylum  from  poverty,  and,  in  time,  from  op-r 
preflion.  In  this  addrefs  reconciliation  was 
xnentioned  as  deiirable,  but  independence  was 
never  difclaimed :  on  the  contrary,  congreis 
anticipated  the  golden  period  when  liberty, 
with  all  the  gentle  arts  ofpeace  and  humanity, 
ihould  eftablifh  her  mild  dominion  in  the  wef* 
tern  world;  and  erefl  eternal  monuments  to 
the  memory  of  thofe  virtuous  patriots  and  fliar- 
tyrs,  who  fought,  bled,  and  fuffered  in  her 
cauf<;. 
ftsdAag.       TiiE  progrefs  of  hoftilities,  and  the  appear-^ 

SnaraSft  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  intcrcourfc  with  ^he  American 
lebeiiioD.  leaders,  induced  government  to  iffue  a  procla^ 
mation  for  fupprefling  rebellion,  and  prevent* 
ift  Sept.  jjj^g  traitorous  correfpondence,*  At  this  junc- 
ture Richard  Penn  arrived  from  America  witK 
a  petition  from  congrefs,  and,  accompanied  by 
Arthur  Lee,  a  refideut  agent,  prefentcd  it  to  tlie 

king- 

A  On  the  pioblipation  of  this  proclamation,  at  the  royal  ^xchange« 
'Wilkes  ihewed  his  f'afliourneXs  by  caufmg  it  to  be  read  by  one  of 
)ku  officers,  accompanied  only  by  the  common  cnerj  they  were  not 
ftUowed  horfes,  as  ufuai  on  fuch  occafions,  nor  was  the  mace  per- 
mitted to  be  carried  :  the  proclamation  was  received  with  a  general 
^.    iVipval  R?g"ftcr,  1775*  p.  H^ 

Taw 


18  paper  was  drawn  with  great  art,  and  chaf. 
eomprizra  naiany  appearances  of  a  conciliatory   P^^' 
difpofition;    coula    it   have    been   examined     uj^. 
apart,  and  anconnt^led  with  the  tranfadions  in  ^•^^^ 
America,  which  were  fand;ioned  by  congrefs,  ScSng,** 
and  their  declarations  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,    Canada,    and    Jamoica,   it 
might  have  afforded  hopes  of  an  amicable  ad-^ 
julhnent.     The  king  was  addrefled  in  refpe6;«^ 
ml  and  endearing  terms ;  and  his  magnanimity 
invoked  to  give  the  mod  favourable  confiruc* 
tion  to  the  expreffions  of  the  petitioners.   They 
folemnly  aflured  him  that  th^  mod  ardently 
defired  a  refioration  of  harnK)ny  between  thji 
mother-country  and  her  colonies,  and  the  efta- 
bitiliment  of  concord  on  fo  firm  a  bafis,  as  to 
perpetuate  its  bleilings,  uninterrupted  by  future 
difienfions,   to  fucceeding    generations,    and 
tranfmit  his  majefty's  name  to  poilerity,  adorn* 
ed  with  the  fignal  and  iailing  glory  attending 
the  memory  of  thofe  iUuftrious  perfonages, 
whofe   virtues   and  abilities  have  extricated 
iiates  from  dangerous  convullions,  and  by  fe-« 
curing  happinefs  to  others,  ere6ted  the  moft 
noble  ana  durable  monuments  to  their  own 
fame.    They  therefore  befought  his  majefty  to 
ufe  his  influence  and  authority  in  procuring 
tliem  relief  from  their  afflicting  jealoufies  and 
fears,  and  to  fettle  peace  through  every  part  of 
his  dominions;  with  all  humility  fubmitting 
to  his  majefty's  confideration,  the  expediency 
of  dire£ling  fome  mode  by  which  the  united 
applications  of  his  faithful  colonifts  to  the 
tnrone,  in  purfuance  of  their  common  counfels, 
might  be  improved  into  a  happy  and  permacent 
reconciliation;^  and  that  in  the  mean  time 

meafures 

^  TlM^«K|^luMit!oii  of  thtt€l«iftis.giveii>b3r  Rmityi  H(flgrjr  of 
'^w  AiBeiKinRcvohitioiiirol«i*p.»i|«   Cfmfre(«  m^an^  iic  fm. 
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CHAP,   ineafureis  might  be  adopted  for  preventing  for* 
^^KViL   tijer  deftruftion  of  lives,  and  fuch  ftatutes  as 
1775*     more  immediately  diftrefled  the  colonies  might 
be  repealed.     By  arrangements  for  colle6iing 
the  united  fenfe  of  the  American  people,  his 
xnajefty  would  receive  fuch  fatisfaaory  proofs 
of  their  difpofition,  that  the  wiihed  for  oppor- 
tunity would  be  foon  reftored,  of  evincing  the 
fincerity  of  their  profeffions,  by  every  becomiag 
teftimony  of  devotion. 
4tb.  To  this  petition  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  in 

Ad  wcr.     ^^  king's  name,  informed  the  agents  of  con^ 

grefs  that  no  anfwer  would  be  given, 
liea  of         Immediate  advantage  was  taken  of  this  re- 
the  anfwer.  p^jfe^  iq  eucouragc  the  friends  of  congrefs ;  to 

fix  the  wavering,  and  give  refolution  to  the 
timid.  Such,  in  fa6l,  mull  have  been  the  view 
of  the  individual  who  framed,''  and  the  body 
who  adopted  the  addrefs:  they  knew  that 
Neither  the  king  nor  parliament  could  a;cknow* 
ledge  them  as  a  body  legally  conilituted,  nor 
could  the  miniftry,  after  the  late  tranfa^ions, 
recede  from  the  meafures  they  thought  proper 

---■-■ 
• 

that  the  mother- country  fhould  propofe  a  plan  for  eftablifiiine  bf 
conipa6ly  fomething  like  M»gna  Charta  for  the  colonies.  They 
did  not  aim  at  a  total  exemption  from  the  controul  of  parllameoty 
nor  were  tiiey  unwilling  to  contribute,  in  their  own  war*  to  the 
■expences  of  goverument  $  but  they  feared  the  horrors  of  wgir  kfs  than 
'fubmiifion  to  unlimited  parliamentary  fupremacy.  They  wiflie^i  for 
an  amicable  co'mpaft,  in  which  doubtful,  undefined  points,  (bouI4 
be  afcertained  To  as  to  fecuie  that  proportion  of  authority  aiid  4i- 
•berf  y  which  would  be  for  the  general  good  of  the  whole  empire. 
,They  fancied  thcmfelves  in  the  condition  of  the  barons  at  Runy- 
rnede;  bat  with  this  difference,  that  in  addition  to  oppeiBng  like 
king,  theyiiad  alfo  to  oppofe  the  parliament.  This  difference  wa^ 
more  nominal  than  real,  for  in  the  latter  cafe  the  kinj^  and  parlia- 
1  lament  llood  prccilely  in  the  lame  relation  to  the  people  of  America, 
^ffWl•^\  fubfiiled  in  the  foraier  between  the  king  and  people. of  £ng- 
<  land.  In  both,  popular  leaders  were  contending  with  the  foveteiga 
for  the  privilege  ofuibjcfls.         '  '    .  • 

^  Mr.  Dickinlbn,  author  of  feveral   celebrated  political  trads. 
'  IUinay*s  Hiftoiyi^tthe^  American  Kev^tioo,  voLi.  p.  :^ii, 

" •     .  •       .      •  •  •  .    •  ^ . to 
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to  enforce,  without  an  appeal  to  the  people  chap. 
through  their  reprefentatives.     The  congrefs,    xxvii. 
a  body  conftituted  in  defiance  of  the  king's    "^tsT^ 
commands,  raifing  armies,  and  levying  taxes, 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  oppugning  his  autho- 
rity, and  that  of  the  Britiih  legiflature,  ap- 
proach the  throne  with  the  exterior  of  refpett, 
but  without  alleg-ing  any  urgent  occafion  for 
their  affembly,  and  holding  themfelves  fully 
competent,  n6t  only  to  treat,  but  even  to  dic- 
tate terms;  for  the  king  was  required,  before 
the  adoption  of  meafures  for  facilitating  a 
conference  on  the  nature  of  grievances,  to  ufe 
his  influence  in  obtaining  a  repeal  of  all  ilatutes 
which  diftreffed  the  colonies.     It  was  not  pof- 
fible  to  difcufs  fuch  a  propofal  with  hopes  of 
ultimate  fuccefs,  and  without  fuch  a  motive  it 
would  have  been  bafe  and  feeble  to  fanftion 
the  a6);s  or  petitions  of  a  body,  conftituted  as 
the  congrefs  was,  glorying  in  the  fuccefs  of  ,, 

armed  refiftance,  and  demanding  conceffions 
without  apology  for  the  paft,  or  reciprocal  en- 
gagement for  the  future-  The  rejeftion  of  this 
artful  petition  beins;  doubtlefs  anticipated,  it 
fully  anfwered  the  view  of  its  authors;  and  lefs 
artifice  than  .they  poffeffed  was  neceffary  to 
make  it  appear,  that  hoftile  meafures  atone 
could  fatisfy  the  pride  and  dignity  of  the  Bri- 
lifli  nation.  Under  thefe  conftrudions,  the  re- 
je6led  petition  contributed  to  the  union  and 
perfeverance  of  tlie  colonies.  "  When  prefled 
**  by  the  calamities  of  war,"  an  American 
writer  obferv^s,  "  a  doubt  would  fometimes 
arife  in  the  minds  of  fcrupulous  perfons,  that; 
they  had  been  too  hafty  in  their  oppofition  to 
'*  their  protecting  parent-ftate.  To  fuch  it  was 
ufual  to  prefent  the  fecond  petition  of  con- 
grefs to  the  king,  obferving,  that  all  the 
VOL,  !!•  X  "  blood 
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"  blood  and  guilt  of  theM-ar,  muft  be  charged 
"  on  Britifh,  not  on  American  counfels."'* 

Although  the  fubfequent  events,  andtCF- 
niination  of  the  American  conteft,  have  aiford- 
ed  opportunities  of  repeating  and  enforcing  the 
arguments  ufed  by  the  adherents  of  congrefs, 
they  made,  at  the  time,  no  confiderablc  im- 
preflion.  The  caufe  of  the  mother-country  waa 
generally  popular,  becaufe  confidered  juft;  the 
war  was  not  dreaded;  the  American  arms  were 
rarely  fuccefsful,  except  through  our  own  mif- 
management ;  and  the  nation  repofed  juft  con* 
fidence  in  the  exertions  of  Britifti  valour.  The 
miniftry  fliewed  a  due  portion  of  fpiritandper- 
feverance;  the  large  demands  attending  the  be- 
ginning of  warfare  gave  cneigy  to  commerce, 
and  loyal  addreffes,  unfolicited  and  unexpefted^ 
were  fent  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom/ 

In  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  the  king  amply 
detailed  to  parliament  the  ftate  of  America. 
Thofe  who  had  too  fuccefsfully  laboured  tojn* 
flame  the  people,  by  grofs  mifreprefentatiQn* 
now  0{>enly  avowed  tlunr  revolt,  rioftility,  and 
rebellion.  They  had  raifed  ti-oops,  and  wem 
coUefting  a  naval  force;  they  had  feizcd  the 
public  revenue,  and  affumed  to  themfelves  le- 
giflative,  executive,  and  judicial  powers,  which 
they  exercifed  in  the  moft  arbitrary  mannerj 
over  the  perfons  and  properties  of  their  fellow 
fubjefts ;  and  although  many  might  ftill  retain 

*  Ramfay^s  Mil^ory  of  the  American  revohition»  vol.  u  p.  tiU 
The  author  w.is  conne6\e(l  by  marriage  vkh  the  family  of  the  well 
kDown  Laurens>  and  was  from  1781  to  1786  a  member  of  congteft. 

«  Gibbon  ftatesthU  hO.  ki  a  letter  to  Mr.  Hoiroyd  (lord  Sheffield) 
^ated  14th  Oaober  1775.  He  lays,  **  Another  thing  wiU  plci^e  %m 
"  Turpi ize,  is  the  ^flurance  which  I  received  from  a  man*.  Who  migbl 
'*  teil  me  a  lie,  bu^who  could  not  be  miftaken,  that  no. arts  or^a* 
''  nagement  whatfoever,  have  been  u(ed  to  procure  the  addfcfl^K  tAnA 
*'  €U  tlie  gaxette,  and  Ihat  lord  North  wai  as  much  furprijid  at  thi 
H  Bf&  that  came  up.  at  wt  could  be  at  Sheffield/^ 

tbeif 
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their  loyalty,  and  be  too  wife  not  to  fee  tlie  fa-  chap. 
tal  confequence  of  this  ufurpation,  and  wifh  ^2^^ 
to  refift  it,  yet  the  torrent  of  violence  had  been  >77s* 
ftrong  enough  to  compel  their  acquiefcence  till 
a  fuflScient  force  fliould  appear  for  their  fup- 
port.  The  authors  and  promoters  of  this  def- 
perate  confoiracy  had  derived  great  advantage 
from  the  ctifference  of  the  king's  intentions 
and  their  own.  They  meant  only  to  amufe  by 
vague  expreifions  of  attachment  to  the  parent- 
ftate,  and  proteftations  of  loyalty,  while  pre- 
paring for  a  general  revolt.  On  his  part,  though 
It  was  declared  in  the  laft  feffion  that  a  rebel-« 
lion  exifted  in  the  province  of  the  Maffachuf- 
fet's  Bay,  yet  even  that  province  he  wiflied 
rather  to  reclaim  than  fubdue.  The  war  was 
become  more  general,  and  was  manifeftly  car- 
ried on  for  the  eftablifliment  of  an  independent 
empii^.  It  was  now  the  part  of  wifdom,  and 
(iu  its  efFefts)  of  clemency,  to  put  a  fpeedy  end 
to  fuch  diforders,  by  decifive  exertions.  He 
had  received  the  moil  friendly  offers  of  foreign 
afliftance;  and  had  fent  to  the  garrifons  of  Gi- 
braltar and  Port  Mahon,  part  of  his  eleftoral 
troops,  that  a  larger  portion  of  the  Britifli 
forces  might  be  applied  in  maintaining  its  au- 
thority; and  the  national  militia  might  give  a 
farther  extent  and  aftivity  to  military  opera- 
tions. His  majelly  profeffed  readinefs  to  re- 
ceive the  mifled  and  deluded  multitude  with 
tendernefs,  whenever  they  ihould  become  fen- 
fible  of  their  error,  and  in  order  to  prevent  in- 
convenience from  diftance,  and  remove  their 
Calamities  as  foon  as  poflible,  he  would  give  a 
difcretionary  authority  to  perfons  on  the  fpot, 
to  grant  general  or  particular  pardons  and  in- 
demnities, and  receive  the  fubmiffion  of  any 
province  or  colony,  difpofed  to  return  to  its  al- 
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legiance.  He  fuggefted  the  propriety  of  air" 
thorizing  the  perfons^  fo  commiflioned,  to  re- 
ftore.fuch  provinces  or  colonies  to  the  free  ex- 
ercife  of  tradcy  and  the  fame  proteftion  and  fe- 
curity  as  if  they  had  never  revolted ;  and  affured 
both  houfes,  that  from  the  affiirances  received, 
and  tlie  general  appearance  of  affairs  in  Eu- 
rope, he  faw  no  probability  of  impediment  to 
his  meafurcs,  by  difputes  with  any  foreign 
power. 

An  amendment  to  the  addrefe  was  moved 
by  lord  John  Cavendifli,  and  in  the  debate,  the 
principle  and  conduft  of  the  conteft  were  fe- 
verely  arraigned.  The  fa6ts  allttmed  in  the 
fj)eech  were  declared  to  be  untrue:  papliament 
was  not  early  convened:  the  Americans  Avere 
not  colIe6ting  a  naval  force;  the  affertion,  that 
they -meant  only  to  amufe  by  vague  expiseiTions 
of  attjichment,  and  fought  to  render  them- 
felves  independent,  were  equally  injurious  to 
their  honour,  and  repugnant  to  truth;  and  the 
confiding  of  two  fuch  important  fortreffes  as 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca  jto  garrifons  of  fo- 
reigners, was  highly  improper;  the  idea  of  con- 
queft  was  equally  romantic  and  unjuft;  and  the 
addrefles  did  not  prove  the  fentiments  of  the 
people,  even  if  fairly  obtained;  but  the  con- 
trary was  ftrenuoufly  affirmed.  Colonel  Barr6 
expofed  to  fevere  cenfure  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  campaign ;  Fox  obferved,  that  lord  Chat- 
han),  the  king  of  Pruflia,  nay,  Alexander  the 
Great,  never  gained  more  in  one  year  than  tlie 
exifiing  government  had  loft;  it  had  loft  a 
whole  continent.  Although  the  Americanf 
were  not  juftifiable  in  the  extent  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, refiftance  was  lefs  culpable  than  fub- 
xniflion  to  the  tyrannical  ads  of  a  Britilh  par- 
liament.   General  Conway,  though  joined  with 

the 
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tile  king's  fervants,  deteftetl  the  piinciple  of  chap. 
fuppoiting  every  meafure  of  government ;  re-    xxvii, 
probated  the  idea  of   conquering  America;     1775-/ 
declared  explicitly  againft  the  right  of  taxa- 
tion ;  and  ivifhed  to  fee  the  declaratory   la\v 
repealed,  fince  it  had  been  converted  to  fuch 
bad  purpofes. 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  objeftions,  the  neceffity  i>  r-ncc. 
of  regaining  America  by  force  was  ftrenuoufly 
urged :  during  the  late  fummer,  government, 
although  vefted  by  the  legiflature  with  the 
right  of  ufing  the  iAVord,  had,  through  a  love  • 
of  lenity,  preferred  an  attempt  to  govern  by 
the  civil  power  :  it  was  now  intended  to  fend 
out  an  ample  force,  fupported  by  a  fufficient 
fleet,  to  infure  fubjeftion.  Congrefs  verbally 
profeffed  not  to  aim  at  independence;  but 
their  claims  amounted  to  a  total  exemption 
from  parliamentary  authority.  They  had  ex- 
prefsly  declared,  that  the  Britifli  legiflature 
had  no  right  to  intermeddle  with  their  provi- 
fions  for  the  fupport  of  civil  government,  or 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  each  country 
^fhould,  in  thofe  relpefts,  regulate  itfelf;  thus 
they  plainly  claimed  an  exclufive  authority  in  ) 

each  colonial  aflembly.  Not  only  the  late 
a6b  more  particularly  complained  of,  h\i% 
every  other  affedting  their  internal  polity,  had 
been  treated  as  unjuft  encroachments  of  parlia- 
ment on  the  rights  of  a  legiflature  as  indepen- 
dent as  itfelf.  In  military  matters,  their  pre- 
tentions were  equally  extravagant.  They  de- 
nied to  Great  Britain  the  right  of  keeping  a 
fingle  foldier  in  the  whole  extent  of  their 
continent,  without  confent  of  the  colonial 
legiflature,  With  regard  to  i-evenue,  parlia- 
ment had  declared,  in  words  intelligible  to  all 
onankiudy  that  they  would  never  tax  America, 

x'S  unlcfsi 


SIO  HISTORY  OF    ENGLAND. 

CHAP,  unlefs  impelled  by  a  refufal  to  contribute  a  due 
iv^^*  proportion  to  the  common  expences  of  the 
1775-  ftate.  Thev  even  knew,  that  a  reafonable  fum 
would  be  accepted ;  but  would  not,  to  gratify 
this  country,  offer  the  contribution  of  a  fingle 
fhiiling.  The  only  particular  in  which  they 
feenied  inclined  to  admit  the  authority  of  par- 
liament was,  the  regulation  of  trade:  even 
there  they  expreffed  themfelves  with  fufficieDt 
caution  ;  and  in  every  thing  elfe  afierted  an 
abfolute  independence. 

Lord  North  obferved,  that  to  repeal  every 
aft  paflcd  fince  the  year  1763,  muft  terminate 
the  difpute,  for,  from  that  moment,  America 
was  raifed  to  independence.  The  a6ls  were  all 
juft,  and  not  cruel,  and  that  for  retraining  their 
'  trade  with  other  countries,  againft  which  oppo- 

fition  ib  loudly  declaimed,  was  not  pafled  till 
the  colonies,  by  a  non -importation  agreement, 
had  refufed  to  trade  with  England,  who  had 
nurtured  them  to  their  prefent  greatnefs,  and, 
on  the  principles  of  reciprocity,  had  an  ex- 
clufive  right  to  the  benefits  of  their  com- 
merce. 
Oppofition  The  marquis  of  Rockingham  moved  an 
in  the  up-    amendment,    exa6ily  fimilar  to  that  of  lord 

per  noufc.      _    -  i  •  /i         ri^i        t   i 

John  Cavendifl).  Ihe  debate  embraced  manv 
of  the  lame  topics ;  but  the  earl  of  Dartmouth 
affertcd,  that  the  late  proceedings  had  been  un- 
fuccefsful  from  caufes  not  to  be  anticipated ; 
and  lord  Gower  avowed,  that  adminiftratioB 
had  been  niifled,  and  purfued  a  fyftem  inade- 
quate to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  fervicc. 
The  accounts  received  from  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces led  to  this  miftake ;  New  York  had  beeit 
over-awed  and  forced,  by  a  party  of  infur- 
gents  from   Connefticut,  into  meafures  they 

would  never  have  otlierwife  adopted;  yet  if 
3  the 
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the  friends  of  government  were  emancipated  chap 
by  the  aid  of  a  force  from  this  country,  the  ^^ij 
colonics,  might  be  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  their  »775 
duty,  without  recourfe  to  fcenes  of  milei7  and 
delolation. 

Lord  Shelburne  fcverely  arraigneil  the 
condud  of  adminiftration,  and  the  raflincfs  of 
the  prediftions,  ttat  a  little  bloodlJ)ed  would 
enfure  fuccefs :  a  areat  deal  of  blood  had  been 
unhappily  flied  to  no  purpofc,  but  to  fever  the 
two  countries, -perhaps  for  ever.  He  advanced, 
as  a  plain  and  inconteftible  fa6^,  that  the  com- 
merce of  America  was  the  vital  ft  ream  of  this 
great  empire,  and  the  independence  of  that 
country  muft  be  the  ruin  of  Britain.  The 
inevitable  confequence  of  perfeverance  in  the 
prefent  meafures,  mult  be  the  depreciation  of 
property ;  opulence  would  be  reduced  to  com- 
petence, competence  to  indigence  :  in  con- 
ten^plation  of  fuch  adverfity,  he  felt  happy  in 
Jiaving  been  bred  a  fojcjier ;  accuftomed  to  the 
moderation  of  that  life,  his  £sill  would  be 
eafy. 

At  an  eafly;  period  in  the  debate,  tlie  duke 
of  Grafton  delivered  fentiments  hoftile  to  ad- 
miniflration,  yet  refufed  to  concur  in  the 
amendment.  He  condemned  tlie  proceedings 
with  refpett  to  America  during  the  laft  twelve 
months,  and  apologized  for  fupporting  them, 
by  alleging  tliat  he  was  mifled  and  deceived  ; 
he  had  concurred  when  he  could  not  ap- 
j>rove,  from  a  hope,  that  in  proportion  to  the 
itrength  of  governnient,  would  be  the  probabi- 
lity of  amicable  adjuftment  .  He  recommend- 
ed the  repeal  of  all  ads  relative  to  America 
pafled  fmce  l?63:  this  propofition  would  not 
probably  obtain  immediate  approbation,  but 
would  daily  grow  in  efteem,  and  ultimately 
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gain  univerfal  affent.  Did  he  entertain  con- 
trary fentiments,  he  could  not  affent  to  an 
addrefs  which  fanftioned  meafures  of  unknown 
extent  and  expence,  while  the  king's  fpeech 
was  not  accompanied  with  the  flighteft  in- 
formation. He  mentioned  the  bad  ftate  of  his 
health,  and,  imitating  lord  Chatham,  declared 
his  intention  to  come  in  a  litter  to  exprefs  his 
full  and  hearty  dilapprobation  of  the  meafures 
of  adminiftration. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,^  and  the 
addrefs  carried,*  by  great  majorities :  nine- 
teen peers  figned  a  proteft. 

In  thefe  (lebates,  the  illegality  of  commit- 
ting the  cuftody  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca  to 
foreign  troops,  was  ftrenuoufly  urged.  On 
the  report  of  the  addrefs,  the  oppofition  mem- 
bers infifted  that  the  meafure  was  repugnant 
to  the  bill  of  rights,  and  a  precedent  of  mod 
alarming  and  dangerous  tendency,  recogniring 
a  power  in  the  king  to  introduce  foreigners 
into  the  Britifh  dominions,  and  raife  armies 
without  the  confent  of  parliament.  Thurlow 
obfcrved,  that  the  claufe  in  the  bill  of  rights 
embraced  no  part  of  the  king^s  dominions 
beyond  the  limits  of  Great  Britain  :  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  cafe,  and  danger  of  delay,  were 
alfo  urged,  and  the  introduction  of  fix  thou- 
fand  Dutch  troops  in  1745,  without  previous 
confent,  was  cited  as  a  precedent.  Lord 
North  magnanimoufly  avowed  himfelf  the 
advifer  of  the  paragraph  in  the  -king's  fpeech, 
and  declared,  he  Ih  on  Id  not  confider  the  boufc 
^)recluded,  by  voting  for  the  addrefs,  from 
reviewing  the  propolitron  on  any  future  day. 
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Thi:  friends  of  adminiftration  did  not  nni-  Chaf, 
formly  concur  in  lord  North's  opinion,  <  and    ^^ 
Mr.  Mariham  gave,  notice  of  his  intention  to    .»775*. 
bring  in  a   bill  of  indemnity ;    the  minifter  Jemnity!"* 
treated  the   intimation  with  his  accuftomed  ssftoal 
gaiety ;  declaring,  that  although  perfectly  fatis- 
iied  with  the  legality  of  the  meafure,  he  had 
no  objeftion  to  concur  in  any  propofition  tend- 
ing to  keep  the  heads  of  minifters  more  fe* 
curely  on  their  (boulders  :  yet  conceiving  that 
acts  of  indemnity  wer6  never  palfed   but  as  a 
defence  againd  adions  at  law,  and  not  againft 
impeachments,  he  propofed  a  refolution,  ap- 
proving the  employment  of  foreign  troops. 
This  expedient  was  not,  however,  confidered  ittKon 
adequate  to  the  purpofe,  and  the  minifter  him-    . 
fe\i\  yielding  his  own  judgment  to  the  argu- 
ments of  his  friends,  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  of  indemnitv. 

The  duke  of  Manchcfftet,  on  the  fame  d^y,  iftNor, 
Tnade  a  motion,  to  declare  the  employment  of  ^J^houfe** 
ele6l;oTal  troops -in  the  dominions  of  Great  of  lords. 
Britain,  dangerous  and  uiiconftitutional,  and 
fupported  it  by  a  laborious  fpeech.    The  earl 
of   Rochfford,    as  one  of  the  minifters   who 
advifed  the  meafure,  declared  his   unihaken 
opinion  that  it  was  perfeftly  juftifiable,  and 
his  readinefs*  to  abide  the  confeijuences :  yet 
as  he  had  learned  that  lord  North  intended  to 
apply  for  a  bill  of  indemnity,  he  moved  the    '      '  *. 
previous  queftion.     The  duke  of  Grafton  was    ,   >^ 
the  only  cabinet  minifter  in  tlie  houfe,  who  '-• 

did  not  avow  his  having  concurred  in  giving 
this  advice  ;  he  condemned  the  meafure  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  (pirit 
of  Magna  Charta.    The  motion  of  cenfure  was    , 
fuppojrted  by  the  duKe  of  Kichmond^  the  earls 
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CHAF.  of  Effingham,  Caixxlen,   and  Sbelburne,  and 
J2J^    lord   LyttletoD.    The  previotts  qjieftioa  was, 

1775.     however,  negatived.*" 

ad^NM.        A  MOTION'  fimilar  to  that  of  the  duke  of 

Manchefter  was  made  by  Sir  James  Lowther^ 

and  difpofed  of  in-  the  fame  manner ;'  in  a  long 

and  animated  debate,    the  minifler  was  cen« 

jTuredy   even  by  his  coadjutors,   for  acceding 

to   the   fuggeftion    of   a  bill   of   indemnity. 

Lord  Barrington,  the  fecretary  atwar,  in  par* 

ficular,  declared,  that  although  he  was  a  prin* 

cipal  advifer  of  the .  meafure,   he  wanted  no 

fuch  bill,  and  ihould  pity  and  contemn  the 

minifter  by  whom  it  was  required. 

Bfflm  .       Such  being  the  opinions  profeffed  by  mem* 

^^^*       bers  of  adminiftration  in  both'houfes,  the  fate 

of  the  bill  of  indemqity  might  be  anticipate : 

•4tb  Nw.  it  paflTed  the  houfe  of  com^nonjs,  after,  the  re^ 

je6iion  of  amotion  for  amending  .the  pr^ainble, 

•       and  making  miniilfy   copfefs  their   conduA 

illegal,  and  repugnant  to  thi^  fpirit  of  the  con' 

sottNof.   ilitution.      In  the  upper  bp^fe  it  was  unani- 

moully  rejefted  pn   the  third  reading ;    the 

pp^arquis  o^  {lockingham  ail'erting  it  a^'ouM  be 

la  difgrace  to  the  Aatut^  boolcs,  to  aiibrd  in«- 

dcmnity  to  thofe  who  aeHnowJedged.no  qf- 

fencet    and    the   minifterial    lords    declaring 

(themfelves  perfefily  indifterent.  r^fpe&jng  the 

.events  , 

|otti  oa.       .Lord  North  brought  iipk  a  bill  for  enabling^ 

^M^" ^^^  kiiig  to  aiferable  the  militia  iu.cales  rf 

2?miiiSa.  trebellion  :•  which  paflTed  with  a; rider  propofed 

»*dNov.    by  Sir  George  Savile,  limiting  its  duration;  to 

feftimates.  fcren  years.    The  number  pf  feamen  was  fixed 

At  SiB^ooo ;  the  land  forces  ai  5^^000,  of  whopi 
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125,000  were  deftined  for  America.     In  the  CHArv 
debates  on  the  militia  bill,   perfonal  altercai^  ^2^^* 
tions  were  maintained  ^nth  great  violence,  and     xyrs^ 
the  manner  of  procuring  addreffes  was  feverely  *^^<^* 
arraigned  and  vigoroufly  defended:    the  dif- 
cuffion  of  navy  eftimates  gave  occafion  to  im^ 
pute  many  malverfations  to  the  firft  lord  of  the 
admiralty ;  and  while  the  army  eftimates  were  z^ 
under  confideration,  a  review  was  taken  of  the 
caufe  and  progrefs  of  the  American  difpute,  the  » 

Vieans  of  conciliation,  and  the  probabilities  of 
conqucft. 

lur  the  houfe  of  lords  fimilar  efforts  were  Motion  by- 
made;  the  duke  of  Grafton,  who  bad  refigned  ^^^q^^ 
his  office  of  lord  privy  feal  fincethe  commence-  4th  No?, 
ment  of  the  feffion,  and  now  became  confpicu- 
ous  in  the  raiiks  of  oppofition,  moved  for  an  istiu 
account  of  the  number  of  forces  ferving  in 
America  pre\aous  to  the  commencement  of 
hoftilitiei  ;  the  force  actually  employed  there; 
the  plans  for  winter  quarters,  and  the  numbers 
of  the  provincial  army ;  an  eftimate  of  the 
troops  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland;  and  au 
eftimate  of  the  military  force  neceffary  to  be 
fent  to  America,  with  an  account  of  the  ai^ 
tilleryand  ftores.  In  fupport  of  this  motion, 
fae  ftated  the  unfuccefsful  operatipns  of  the  late 
campaign,  the  condition  of  the  army,  cooped 
up  in  Boilon,  mouldering  away  by  iicknefs  and 
famine,  and  almoft  daily  waiting  for  its  fatei, 
that  of  being  deftroyed  or  made  prifoners,  by  a 
force  infinitely  fuperior.  The  lords  who  di* 
reded  his  majefty's  councils  had  iugenuoufly 
avowed  tlieir  having  been  deceived;  apolo- 
gized on  account  of  ill-founded  infoimation^ 
falfe  reafonings  and  miilaken  conclufions;  and 
direded  oblique  cenfures  againft  the  comman- 
ders both  by  fea  and  land.     In  fuch  a  flate  of 

darknefs 
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CHAP,  darknefs  and  uncertainty,  fuch  charges,  blun* 
J2J^   <lers,  miftakes,  imputed  negligence  or  incapa- 
*775-     chy,  it  was  neceliary  to  warn  the  houfe  of  the 
*  difficulties  to  be  encountered,  and  the  means 
of  obviating  or  furmounting  them:  by  fuch 
means  they  would  be  enabled  to  adopt  meafures 
of  coercion  or  conciliation,  which  belt  fuited 
the  dignity,  juftice,  and  peimanent  interefts  of 
the  country. 
cijeaed        The  propofition  %ras  refifted,  on  the  ground 
•^  that  the  information  would  be  convniunicated 

to  the  enemy,  and  expofe  the  plan  of  military 
*!  operations.     Earl  GoM'er  afferted,  on  the  credit 

of  an  officet  of  eminence  in  America,  that  all 
....       meafures    determined   on   in    England    were 
known  in  the  provincial  camp  much  earlier 
than '  in   the    king's  army.      The   Americans 
would   coniequently  rife  in  their  demands  if 
conciliation  were  propofed,  or  take  meafures  of 
Tefiftance  beft  calculated  to  defeat  the  inten* 
tiohs  of  G  reat  Britain. 
Dsfpivtc     '  ^  A  DIGRESSION  was  made  into  the  general 
with  Aroe.  urounds  of  the  difpute :  the  Americans  were 
fared.       "Vindicated  by  lord  Camden,  the  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, and  lord  Shelburne,  M'ho  declared  Great 
Britain  in  e\eiy  inftance the aggreffor,  and flig- 
'matixed  the  proceedings  againft  the  colonies 
\>y  the  name  of  robbery ;  they  were  cruel,  op- 
©feflive,  unjuft,  and  unrelenting,  and  ought  to 
he  refifted  as  the  moft  open  and  dangerous  at- 
tacks upon  liberty,  property,  and  every  thing 
<lear  to  free  men.     The  aflertion  that  America 
afpired  at  independence,  was  treated  as  an  un^ 
founded  calumny,  calculated  only  for  purpofes 
of  delufion. 
Defended   !    Besidbs  the  carls  of  Gower  and  Dartmouth, 
Minsficid.  ^^^  ^  minifters  vindicated  their  own  proceed^- 
**ings,  the  caufe  of  goa'ernment  was  ably.de*' 
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fended  by  the  lords  Lyttleton,  Dudley,  and  en Al>.: 
Townfhend ;  but  lord  Mansfield,  with  his  ufuai  XX^W- 
perfpicuity,  eloquence,  and  profound  informa-  ^^j^ 
tion,  traced  to  their  real  fource  the  preten- 
fioQs  which  convulfed  America,  and  agitated 
Great  Britain.  He  faid,  "  The  bad  cpn- 
fequences  of  planting  northern  colonies  were 
early  predicted.  Sir  Jofiah  Child  foretold, 
^*  before  the  revolution,  that  they  would,  finid- 
"  ly,  prove  our  rivals  in  power,  commerce,  and 
^*  inanufaAures.  Davenant,  adopting  the  fame 
*'  ideas,  forefaw  that  whenever  America  found 
herfelf  fufficiently  ftrong  to  contend  with 
the  mother-country,  flie  would  endeavour 
to  become  a  feparate  and  independent  ftate. 
This  has  been  the  conftant  ol>jeft  of  the  peo- 
*'  pie  of  New  England,  almoft  from  her  earlieft 
"  infancy.  Their  ftiuggles  compelled  king 
"  William  to  revoke  his  former  charter,  and 
"  give  them  a  new  one ;  and  towards  the  CQn- 
"  clufion  of  his  reign,  to  procure  an  a6l,  that 
"  no  law  originating  in  the  colonies  fliould  be 
"  valid,  if  contrary  to  the  law  of  England. 
*^  Thofe  difputes  had  fcarcely  ever  fubfided: 
"  in  the  year  1733,  Mr.  Talbot,  afterwj^rd« 
"  chancellor,  prppofed  a  feries  of  refolutions 
*'  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  indicating  the  pre- 
"  cife  nature  of  the  difputes,  and  fully  aflert- 
"  ing  doctrines  fmiilar  to  thofe  now  maintain- 
"  ed  by  t\\e  Britiih  parliament.  A  new  ad- 
"  miniftration  formed  ki  1756  were  extremely 
^*  unwilling  to  engage  in  a  war  on  account  of 
"  America;  and  would  have  avoided  it,  had 
**  not  circumftances  given  another  turn  to  the 
"  fubfifting  difputes.  I  do  not  affert  that 
*'  America  was  not  the  true  caufe  of  the  war  ; 
•'  lam  certain  it  was.  A  vulgar  opinion  pre- 
V  vailed,  the  reverie  of  truth,  that  we  armed 
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CHAP.  "  in  defence  of  Hanover;  but  whatever  form 
XXVII.    "  the  war  might  afterwards  alTume,  it  was  ori- 
»J75»     ^  ginally  undertaken  for  the  prefervation  of 
**  America.     At  the  peace,  the  inconveniences 
^  which  have  fince  arifen  were  partly  forcfeen ; 
.  ^    "  but  they  were,  with  fuitablewifdom,  balanced 
againft  thofe  which  might  refult  from  the 
other  part  of  the  alternative.    The  reftora- 
tion  of  Canada  to  France,  would  have  been 
*'  the  fource  of  endlefs  contention.     At  the 
**  time  of  impoiing  the  ftamp  duties,  an  idea 
^*  prevailed,  that  America,  from  her  increafed 
"  power    and    ability,    fliould    contribute   to 
**  alleviate  the  burdens  with  which  fhe  had ' 
"  been  inftrumental  in  loading  this  country. 
**  Ifhall  not  difcufs  the  propriety  of  the  mea- 
•*  fure;  from  fucceeding  events,  I  regret  it» 
**  adoption,  but  at  the  time  it  encountered  no 
•*  oppofition.     The  next  year  the  declaratory 
"  law  was  paffed  with  equal  unanimity.     In  a 
•*  year  after,  lord  Camden  being  then  at  the 
•*  nead  of  his  majefty's  councils,  and  prefiding 
on  the  woolfack,  was  prefent  when  the  port 
duties  were  impofed,    but  oiFered  not  the 
*^  flighteft  refiftance.      When  the  refolutions 
**  for  extending  the  ftatute  of  Henry  VIII,  re- 
**  lative  to  the  trial  of  perfons  for  offences  com- 
**  mitted  out  of  the  realm,   were  voted,  the 
**  fame  learned  lord  retained  his  fituation,  and 
"  the  noble  duke,  M'ho  made  the  motion  this 
•^  day,  then  prefided  at  the  head  of  the  trea- 
^  fury,  both  were  in  the  cabinet,  and  yet  not 
**  a  word  was  faid  againft  the  meafure.     I  look 
**  back  with  forrow  to  all  thefe  tranfactions. 
^^  Laftly,  the  bill  for  fhutting  the  port  of  Bof- 
•*  ton,  on  which  the  learned  lord  hath  this  day 
**  bellowed  fo  many  hard  names,  was  paffed 
*  without  oppofition.    If  thefe  afts  were  jufti- 

''  fiable, 


GEORGE    III.  $19 

^  fiable,  thofe  which  fucceeded  wt&re  equally  chaf» 
•^  fo.  America  does  not  complain  of  particu-  ^^ 
**  lar  injuries,  fo  much  as  the  violation  of  her  1775* 
^  rifi;hts;  in  one  place  congrefs  fum  up  the 
•*  whole  of  their  grievances  in  the  paflage  of 
^  the  declartory  aft,  which  aflerts  the  fupre- 
macy  of  Great  Britain,  or  the  power  of  mak- 
ing laws  for  America  in  all  cafes.  Hence 
"  arifes  the  difpute ;  they  pofitively  deny  the 
•*  cxiftence,  not  the  mode  of  exercifing  tht? 
"  right :  Ihey  would  allow  tlie  king  of  Great 
**  Britain  a  nominal  fovereignty,  but  no  more : 
•*  they  would  renounce  dependency  on  th© 
•*  crown  of  Great  Britain,  but  riot  on  the  per- 
**  fon  of  the  king,  whom  they  would  reduce  to 
**  a  cypher.  In  fine,  they  would  Ihind  in  rela-s 
^*  tion  to  Great  Britain,  as  Hanover  now  ftands; 
"  or,  rather  as  Scotland  ftood  towards  Eng^- 
"  land,  before  the  union."  His  lordlhip  then 
proved  that  the  views  of  America  were  di* 
refted  to  indej>endence ;  that  Great  Britain 
could  not  concede  any  claim  without  relin-^ 
quifhing  all ;  fuch  a  facrifice  he  fuppofed  wa* 
not  intended  ;  and  confequently,  any  meafure 
of  conciliation,  would  only  furniih  grounds  for 
new  claims,  or  produce  terms  of  pretended 
obedience  and  fubmiffion. 

The  duke  of  Grafton's  motions  were  nega- 
tivjed  without  a  divifion. 

Among  other  means  of  raifing  fupplies,  the  13th  No^ 
minifter  propofed  a  land  tax  of  four  Ihilling*  ^^^^  t.« 
in  the  pound.    This  meafure,  fo  unpalatable  to  th?*^|«yLL 
the  country    gentlemen,    afforded  oppofitiou 
the  means  of  aiTaigning  the  conduct  of  miniftry, 
and  alanning  the  jealoufy  of  thofe  who  would 
be  moft  affe6ted.     Mr.  Hartley  faid,  little  fore- 
fight  was  neceffary  to  prophecy  lad  year,  that 
the  land  tax  muft  be  raifed  to  four  ihillings,  an<^ 
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c  It  A  p*  he  faw  no  probability  of  its  ever  being  rednced- 
*^^^*  He  made  numerous  flatements  and  calculations 
»775-  to  prove  that,  inftead  of  deriving  the  promifed 
revenue  from  America,  Englana  would  be  in- 
cumbered with  a  perpetual  mortgage  on  the 
land,  to  pay  for  meafures  equally  unjuft  and  iU 
executed. 

These  arguments  produced  the  defired  ef- 
fe6l ;  Mr.  Baldwin  obferved,  he  always  under-- 
flood  the  difpute  with  America  to  be  for  a  re- 
venue in  relief  of  the  country  gentlemen;  but 
having  fince  learnt  that  the  idea  of  taxation 
was  abandoned,  he  confidered  it  imiM:oper  to 
embark  in  further  expences. 

After  replying  to  fevcral  of  Mr.  Hartley's 
flatements,  lord  Noith  denied  that  taxation 
was  renounced.  A  mode  he  faid  would  be 
adopted,  for  obtaining  a  contribution  from 
America;  when  minifters  declared  the  idea  of 
taxation  was  abandoned,  they  meant  only  that 
it  was  abandoned  for  the  prelent ;  taxation  be- 
ing but  a  matter  of  fecondary  importance,  when 
the  fupremacy  and  legiflative  authority  of  the 
country  were  at  ftake.  Taxation  fhould  be  en- 
forced ;  becaufe,  to  enfure  legiflative  authority 
and  commercial  advantages,  it  would  be  ne* 
ceflary  to  combine  them  with  a  tax,  even  though 
attended  M'ith  no  direft  profit. 

This  explanation  was  deemed  fatisfaftory, 
and  the  meafure  encountered  little  further  op- 
pofition."" 
%6th  oa.  On  the  firft  day  of  the  feflion  a  petition  was 
tbpdi^on.  prefented  to  each  houfe  from  the  general  alTem- 
bly  of  Nova  Scotia,  replete  with  expreffions  of 
loyalty,  and  deploring  the  profped  which  the 

^  A  diviGon  took  place  os  an  amendment  moved  bj  Sir  George 
Younge,  for  continuing  the  land  tax  at  three  (hillings  in  the  potHid, 
wt  it  was  negouved>  iZzto  47. 

prefent 
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loly:  all  differences,*  and  firfeventiti^, 
poffibility  of:'%ir  beiA^*  renewed,  'd  taJcV/zif 
valorem  on  air'comihbditiefs  imborted  into 
the  proWnce,  not  Ibeing  the  produce  of  fhe 
BritTlh;  dominions,'  fexcept  bay* <klt.'  Thife  tax', 
would 'incliid6alm'6ft  all'l<i:xfurTes,  and  WQnH 
incireaife  iii  an  ecju'al  ratio  Vith  th*e  afrfuMce  bf 
the  ihhabi|tants.  The  oifef  was  made  fa  btriiii-! 
pliance  wilh'the  conclllatoiy 'propofition$,- aVid 
the  pefitiopefs^liopedJti  would  ferve  as  k  iribflel 
and  preci^dtftttV   ';'    '  ' ' '  '  *      *    '■''-''''     ' 

EoRD'q^bktH.ftil:<V6a,-id^'Coy>\TiTitttfe'^ 
houfe  b^'6omi}i6t^i'  ^hat  thUprbi^drfa:!  tfioWrf  hi 
acccipted,  the' tas:'^bt' to 'exceed  dgfr^^er  ceiit; 
and  when  thelegiflatii^e  of  NoVa'Scotia  ftioiiltf 
havepaflfcdanaa*br>tfe^tiatin^'5t,  tlfeit  tMd^^ 
AouI'd  be  reftoi-ed;  arid  tliev  at  libj^rty  to  ijtjportf 
wines,  and  certain  ot!fief  artiidles,'1diife6tiymiri 
any  other  cbuiitfy.  ''It  does  tidt  ietthito')iavd 
occurred,  until  fuo;gefted  by  Sir  George  Yofi^e,* 
that  this  petkioii  Mntaiiled  tlfie  Ikm^^  . 

breathed  the  fame  language,  arid  clainied  the  ..  --^^ 
fame  rights  is  the  declarktion  pf  cori'gtrfsr.  ;  Sir 
George  niovecl  ati  amendment^  which  was  over- 
ruled, but  the  .petition  was  i^ot  afterwards  cor- 
dially efpouled.*  It  was  reported,  ind  a  long  9911^ 
debate  maintained  bn  fotrie  lito^Ofed  amend- 
ments, and  an  ironical  tefolution  moved  by 
Burke,  but  the  fubjeift  was  gradually  relin- 
quilhed. 

The  petition  of  congrefs  being  alluded  to  6ihNcv. 
in  the  king's  fpeech,  was  fubmitted  to  the  in-  ^f^^^^^ 
ipeftion  of  parliament.     Before  this  paper  waS  of  congwA 
regularly  difcufled  in  the  houfe  of  lo^ds,  Mr.  ^.^« 
LuttreU  endeavoured  to  conciliate  the  lower  7lh^Nor, 
houfe  to  the  preteufions  and  charafter  of  con- 

TOL.  II.  T  grefs, 
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CHA.P.  ^re^   by  moving   an  addrefs  fot  empower- 
^^J^   ing  commiffioners  to  receive  conciliatory  pro-. 
i7^5«     pofels  from  any  general  convention,  congrefs, 
or  other  collective  body,  conveying  the  lenti- 
inents  of  one  or  more  colonies^  fufpeitding  all 
inquiry  into  tlie  legal  or  ille^l  f^nns  under 
which  fuch  colony  might  be  mfpofed  to  treat 
This  motion  was  mtroduced  by  a  lon^  fpeech, 
tending  to  prove,  that  in  Great  Britain,  more 
than  any  otner  country,  government  had  been, 
brought  back  to  its.  firft  principles,  by  extra- 
formal  affemblies  of  the  people,  m  a  convention, 
or  congrefs.     By  fuch  a  convention,  he  argued, 
monarchy  had  been,  reftored  in  the  per^n  of 
Charles  \l.  -and  fuch  a  convention  in  1688  per- 
feded  the  glorious  Revolution.   Noanfwerwas 
made  to  this  harangue,  but  by  obferving,  that 
to  treat' with  the  American  congrefs  would  be 
to  admit  it  a  legal  aflembly,  and  confequentty 
that  the  condu6l  of  Great  Britain  was  intirely 
founded  in  injuftice.     Hie.  motion  was  nega- 
tived. 
7tiiNov.        When  the  lords,  in  purfuanceof  the  order 
cuaiii!(Kr.   of  the  day,  were  proceeding  to  take  into  con- 
Cderation  the  petition  of  congrefs,  the  duke  of 
Richmond  faw  Mr.  Penn  ftanding  below  the 
bar,  and  anticipating  that  fome  doubts  would 
arife  refpefting   the   authenticity  of   the  pa- 
per, urged  the  propriety  of  examining  him  as 
a  witnefs.     After  a  ftrenuous  debate  on  order, 
and  precedent,  mixed  with  much  perfonal  in- 
veftive,  the  miniftry  conceded  that   hjs  evi- 
dence iLould  be  received. 
foth  Nov.       'p-jj^  examination  was  condufted  by  the  duke 
of  Richmond,  who  had  prcvioufly  counnunicat** 
ed  the  queftions  he  intended  to  alk.     Mr.  Penn 
had  been  conftantly  refident  in  America  four 
years,  two  of  which  he  had  been  goveraor  of 

Penf^'lvania; 
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I'enfylVaikia;  he  defcribed  the  congrefs  as  men  chap. 
(^chara&er  and  intelligence,  capable  of  con-    ^^^^^ 
vey  iog  tlie  fenfe  of  their  conftituents,  and  with-     1775- 
out  means  of  enforcing  obedience,  but  through 
the  confidence  repofed  in  them:   that  confi- 
dence,, however,  was  fo  unlimited,  that  no  fuf-* 
ficient  prote6lion  could  be/  found  for  perfons 
who  ihould  advance  fentiments  differing  from 
thofe  which  they  had  promulgated.     The  peo- 
ple generally  confidered  themfclves  fully  able 
to  refill  the  arms  of  Great  Britain  employed  to 
enforce  ttoation,  and  the  late  obnoxious  a&s. 
The  war  was  commenced  an  .1  profecuted  by  the 
inclination  and  zeal  of  tlie  people,  in  defence  of 
their  liberties,  though  not,  as  the  witnefs  believ- ' 
ed,  for  the  purpofe  of  eftablifliing  independency ; 
but  unlefs  conciliatory  meafures  were  fpeedily 
purfued,  he  feared  the  Americans  would  form 
connexions  with  foreign  powers,  which  they 
would  not  eaiily  be  induced  to  renounce.   They 
were  difTatisfied  with  the  reception  of  their  pe- 
titions, and  had  formed  great  hopes  of  that 
delivered  by   the  witnefs,    M'hich  was  ftyled 
the  Olive  Branch ;  and  the  commiffion  to  prdent 
it  was  confidered  a  fubjeft  of  congratulation 
by  his  friendsL    He  defcribed  the  dilfatisfadion 
^cafioned  by  the  (lamp  ad,  and  the  exultation 
at  the  repeal,  and  was  of  opinion,  that  the  de- 
claratory a6i  would  have  occafioned  no  difcon- 
tent  had  America  been  left  in  the  ilate  fbe  then 
was;  he  believed  the  colonies  inclined  to  ac- 
knowledge the  imperial  authority  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, in  every  particular,  except  taxation,  and 
toacquiefce  in  the  words  of  the  declaratory 
aft. 

Upon  this  evidence,  manifeftly  partial;  and  Thedoto 
BecelTarily  imperfcft,  from  the  fituation  of  the  ^^^^' 
witnefs,  whofe  knowledge  wiis  avowedly  limited  mtloiL 

Y  2  to 
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CKAP.  to  Penfylvania;  the  duke  of  Riclimond  found- 
xxvH.  ed  a  motion,  "  That  the  petition  was  a  ground 
J775.  "  for  conciliation  of  the  unhappy  diflerences 
"  between  Great  Britain  and  America."  He 
extolled  its  language  as  that  of  dutiful  fubmif- 
lion  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  mother-country, 
fo  far  as  was  compatible  with  the  rights  fecured 
to  freemen  by  the  conftitution  of  the  empire ; 
and  traced  all  the  difficulties,  dangers,  and  in- 
conveniences attendant  on  a  proje^  of  forcible 
oonqueft. 

Lord  Shelburne  coincided  in  thefe  fen- 
timents,  and  expatiated  on  the  topics  urged 
.  by  the  duke  of  Richmond,  m  termis  ftUl  more 
forcible.  He  predi6fced  national  ruin  from  the 
profecution  of  the  conteft,  and  faid,  if  mini- 
fters  perfifted  in  meafures  neither  juflifiable  on 
principles  of  policy  or  of  liberty,  he  fliould  ap- 
ply to  them  the  adage^  "  Qttos  deus  vult  perdere 
^*  prizes  dementat.''       * 

The  earl  of  Dartnjouth  defended  the  refufal 
to  anfwer  the  petition,  by  obfetring,  thtt  un- 
Ifefs  prefented  to  the  king  on  the  throne,  no  an- 
fwer could  be  expefted  as  of  right ;  and  it  would 
have  been  indecent  in  the  fecretary  of  ftatc  to 
give  an  anfwer  unauthorised .'  If  filence  was 
conftrifted  into  difapprobation,  the  confirudion 
was  juftifiable.  The  petition,-  in  teriiis,  was  un- 
exceptionable, but  there  was  every  rcafon  to 
believe  the  foftnefs  of  the  language  purpo(ely 
adopted  to  conceal  the  moft  traitoro'us  defigns. 
Dia  it  become  the  offending  party  to  di^tt 
the  tcnus  on  which  peace  would  be  accepted? 
Lord  Lyttleton,  with  great  warmth,  del^ 
' "  canted  on  the  partiality  of  the  witnefs,  and  de-» 
""  clared  he  could  have  confronted  him  with  a 
j>erfou  of  unexceptioYiable  charafter,  poffefied 
of  ten  thoufand  acres  of  land  in  NewEngfeuid, 

Jjut 
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but  that  individual  was  afraid  to  appear,  from  ch.ap« 

a  certainty  that  his  property  would  be  totally    ^xVn. 

deftroyed,  and  his  perfon  |)rofcribed.     *^  Sup-    "^ts^ 

"  pofing,  however,  Mr.  Penn's  evidence  inapar- 

"  tial,  what  was  the  purport  of  the  motion,  But 

"  that  the  a^s  of  the  Britiih  parliament,  ita 

"  repeated  addrefles  to  the  throne,  his  majefty's 

"  own  moft  folemn  declarations,   were  to  be 

"  fuperfeded  by  the  commands,  not  addrefles, 

"  of  the  rebellious  Americans?  Thofe  audacious 

"  rebels,  who  endeavoured  to  impofe  on  his  ma- 

'*  jefty  infidious,  traiterous,  falfe  expreilions  of 

"loyalty  and   obedience,   while  in  the  fame  ^ 

"  breath  they  a[ppealed  to  the  people  of  Great 

"  Britain  and  Ireland,  abufed  the  parliament/ 

"  denied  their  power,  invited  their  fellow-fub-p 

"  je^  to  make  a  common-caufe,  and  thus,  at   > 

^'  once,   endeavoured  to  involve  every  part  of 

**  this  great  empire  in  one  general  fcene  of 

"  rebellion  and  blood (hed.     Are  thefe  the  men 

**  you  would  treat  with?  Is  this  the  caufe  the 

"  pretended  friends  of  the  country  would  en- 

"  deavour  to  defend  ?  Or  would  you,  by  agree-r 

"  ing  with  this  motion,   relinquish  your  do- 

"  minion  over  thofe  worft  of  rebels,  and  tamely 

"  fubmit  to  transfer  the  feat  of  empire  from     ^ 

**  Great  Britain  to  America?" 

Lord  Sandwich,  whofe  temper  and  mild* 
nefs  in  debate,  furniifaed  at  once  a  contrail  and 
reproof  tb  the  vehemence  of  lord  Lyttleton, 
defended  that  nobleman^againll  the  animadver-> 
fions  he  incurred  by  his  irritability,  and  un- 
folded many  errors  and  exaggerations  in  the 
fiatements  pf  American  force  and  Britiih  al-. 
liances.  He  expofed  with  perjTpicuity  the 
geographical  and  political  miltakes  made  bv 
the  opponents  of  miniftry,  cenfured  their  af- 
famptions  of  mere  fuppoiitions  for  fa£U,  and 

Y  3  re6lifiedl 
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CHAP,  reftified  their  miftatements  of  the  ftrength  and 
xxviL   zeal  of  the  country. 
1775-         The  duke  of  Richmond's  motion  was  nega* 

Negatived,  tived.* 

i6thNov,       Burke  again  judged  it  expedient  to  propofe 
Snciiia-     *^  ^^^  houfc  a  piojcft  of  Conciliation,  which  he 
tory  bill,    introduced  at  the  moment  of  prefenting  a  pe- 
tition from  the  inhabitants  of  certain  towns  in 
Wiltfliire,  againft  the  profecution  of  the  war. 
His  motion  was  "  For  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  compofing  the  prefent  troubles,  and  quiet- 
ing the  minds  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds  in  Ame- 
"  rica,"  founded  on  the  ftatute  of  Edward  I.  de 
tallagio  non  concedendo.    In  conformity  to  this 
precedent,  he  propofed  a  renunciation  of  tax- 
ing; a  repeal  of  ftatutes  made  on  a  contrary 
pnnciple  fmce  the  year  J  766;  and  a  general 
pardon;  he  alfo  propofed  a  congrefs  to  be  held 
by  roya)  authority,  for  the  adjuflment  of  dif- 
ferences."* 

In  his  fpeech,  Burke  obferved,  three  plans 
were  afloat  with  regard  to  America;  firft,  Am- 
ple M'ar,  in  order  to  aperfeft  conqueft;  fecond, 
a  mixture  of  war  and  treaty;  and  third, 
peace  grounded  on  conceffion.  The  firft  plan 
was  to  be  eflTefted  in  two  ways;  the  one  dire6^, 
by  conqueft,  the  other  in<lire6^,  by  diftrefs.  The 
forces  to  be  employed  in  America  amounting 
on  paper  to  no  more  than  26,000,  were,  he  con- 
tended, infufficient  for  conqueft;  and  without 
anticipating  the  fuccefs  or  fruftration  of  the 
plan  of  diftrefs,  he  ohjeded  to  it  as  not  leading 
to  a  fpeedy  decifion.  The  longer  our  diftiac- 
tions  continued,  the  greater  the  chance  of  in- 
terference by  the  Bourbon  powers,  which  in  a 

1  S6  to  31. 

•  See  the  bill  in  the  Parliamentaiy  Rcgifteri  toK  iii.  p.  i8t. 
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protrafted  war,  he  confidcred  not  only  proba-  chap. 
We,  but  certain;  and  this  country  was  ulteily    ^^* 
incapable  of  copine  with  America  and  thole     *77S* 
powers  in  conjunftion. 

The  fecond  proje^,  of  force  mixed  with 
treaty,  appeared  moft  favoured  by  mi nifteis,  but 
met  with  his  decided  difapprobation.  Miniiiei\s 
did  not  propofe  to  negotiate  with  the  prefent, 
or  any  other  general  congrefs  or  meeting,  but 
with  the  feveral  aflemblies  diftindly.  In  this 
fcbeme  they  knew  they  could  not  fucceed,  be- 
caufetbe  chartered  alfembly  of  one  principal 

!)rovince,  that  of  Maflachuflet's  Bay,  was  dc' 
troyed  by  a6l  of  parliament-      No  aflembly 
would  fit  under  the  new  conftitution,  becaufc 
the  inhabitants  muft  then,   as  a  preliminary, 
funender  the  principal  objeft  for  which  they 
had  armed ;  and  thus,  before  the  opening  of  the 
negotiation,  decide  the  conteft  againfl  them- 
felves:  the  treaty  muft  therefore  ftumble  on  tlie 
threfhold.     Befides  this  fundamental  objection, 
Jie  urged  the  impoflibility  of  ever  terminating  a 
negotiation  witli  fo  many  provinces,  of  fuch 
different  conftitutions,  tempers,  and  opinions, 
while,  in  the  meantime,  hoftilities,  M'ith their 
whole  train  of  difad vantages,  accidents,  and 
ruinous  e^pences,  would  be  continued.     The 
objefts  of  treaty  muft  be  either  the  recpgnitiou 
of  abftraft  rights,  on  as  large  a  fcale  as  parlia- 
ment claimed  them,  to  which  tlie  Americans 
would    never  fubmit;    or  upon  a  lefler,    to 
which  they  had  already  fubmitted.     Another 
objeft  of  treaty  might  be  a  practical  recogni- 
tion of  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  tax  for 
a  revenue,    eitner  noipinal  or  beneficial ;   if 
nominal    it  amounted  only  to  a  fpeculatiye 
acknowledgment  of  rigjit,  which  they  would 
fcf  cvpr  refufe ;  if  beneficial,  they  would  grant 
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CHAP,  it  only  in  the  ancient  mode,  which  from  the 
XXVII.  beginning  of  the  conteft  they  had  repeatedly 
,775.  tendered  ;  that  of  contributing  according  to 
their  ability,  eftimattd  by  themfelves.  v  If  mi- 
nifters  treated  for  a  revenue,  or  any  other  pur- 
pofe,  they  could  only  rely  on  the  force  which 
procured  the  terms,  or  the  honour,  fmcerity, 
and  good  inclination  of  the  people.  If  nothin* 
but  force  could  hold  them,  and  they  aimei 
at  independency,  as  the  fpeech  from  the  throne 
afferted,  then  the  hpufe  was  to  confider  how 
a  {landing  army  of  26,000  men',  and  feventy 
fliips  of  war,  could  be  conftantly  maintained. 
A  people  afpiring  at  independency,  will  not 
abandon  it  becaufe  they  have,  to  avoid  a 
prefeut  inconvenience,  fubmitted  to  treaty. 
After  all  our  ftruggles,  America  niuft  be  re^ 
**  tained  by  her  good  inclinatipn.  If  this  fails, 
"  all  fails ;  and  it  were  better  to  truft  to  the 
**  honefty  of  the  colonies,  before  we  ruined 
**  ourfelves  and  irritated  them,  than  after  we 
•*  had  alienated  their  affedions  for  ever/* 

Having  dilated  on  thefe  topics,  Burke 
came  to  his  own  propofition,  that  of  concef- 
fion  previous  to  treaty.  He  put  no  great  faith 
in  any  negotiation,  and  none  in  an  armed 
negotiation  ;  he  would  thei'efore  recommend 
little  treaty,  'ai^d  that  as  ftoit  as  poffible. 
The  houle  would  judge  whether  conceflion  was 
neceflary,  and  if  they  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, it  would  be  nioft  confident  with  theii: 
dignity  to  make  it  immediately,  and  of  their 
own  free  grace.  A  neceflary  preliminary,  how- 
ever, would  be  the  difmiflion  of  the  miniftry. 
In  no  time  or  country,  or  under  any  form  of 
government,  was  the  power  of  minifters  fuf-, 
tered  to  furvive  the  fuccefs  of  their  counfels; 
p|-  the  fame  men  perfliitted  tp  inflame  a  de- 
pendent 
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rdent  people  to  arms,  and  theu  appeafe  thcxn  .ch  ap» 
conc^ffibns.     In  conceffion,  the  credit  of  ^^ 
aftate  is  faved  by  the  cHfgrace  qf  .a  minifter;     i77{* 
tecaufe  it  is  his  counfel  alone  that  is  difcre- 
dited.     iBut  when  the  very  fame  minifters,  in 
confequence  of  refiftance,    forego  their  owa 
a6b,  the  nation  itfelf  fubmits. 

He  then  read  his  bill,  and  fhcwed  its  con- 
formity to  its  model,  fuppofing  Great  Britain 
to  ftand  in  the  place  of  the  fovereign,  and 
America  in  that  of  the  fubjeft.  The  circum- 
ftances  were  not  indeed  in  every  refpe^  exaftly 
parallel,  but  fufficiently  fo  to  juftify  his  foUow- 
mg  an  example  that  gave  fatisfa6^ion  and  fecu- 
rity  on  the  fubjeft  of  taxes,  and  left  aU  other 
rights  and  powers  exaftly  as  they  flood  before 
the  arrangement. 

At  firft  he  intended  to  propofe  the  repeal  of 
the  declaratory  a6l,  but  round  it  impoffible, 
without  making  the  legiflature  accufe  itfelf  of 
uttering  falfe  proportions,  and  advancing 
groundlefs  claims:  it  would  be  a  cfenial  of  . 
legiflative  power,  as  cxtenfive  as  the  affirma- 
tion. To  repeal  all  the  afts  fmce  1763  was 
impoffible,  without  ruining  the  whole  fyftem 
of  trade  laws,  and  fome  which  were  extremely 
beneficial  to- America.  AUthofe  which  leaned 
on  the  colonies,  and  were  the  caufe. or  confe- 
quence of  our  quarrel,  iliould  be  jepealed ; 
and  the  bill  authorized  a  negotiation  for  fet- 
tling all  inferior  matters  to  mutual  advantage. 
The  congrels  did  not  require  this  fweepiny 
repeal  as  a  preliminary  to  peace  ;  but  even  if 
it  had,  he  did  not  conceive  that  men  treat* 
ing  of  peace  muft  perfevere  in  demanding 
every  thing  they  claimed  in  the  height  of  the 
quarrel.  Q  The  caufe  of  the  dilfenfion  was  tax- 
ation ;  tuat  once  removed,  the  reft  would  not 
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CHAP,   be  difficult ;  and  he  was  confident,  both  from 
3CXVIL    the  nature  of  the  queflion,  and  from  informar 
I77S.     ti^n  which  did  not  ufe  to  fail  him,  that  thU 
bill  would   reftore  immediate  peace ;  and  as 
much  obedience  as  could  be  expected  after  (b 
rude  a  fljock  had  been  given  to  government, 
and  after  fo  long  a  continuance  ot  public  dis- 
turbances. 
AWyop-        This  propofition  occafioned  a  long  debate, 
pofcd  by     in  which  the  principal  fpeakers  on  both  fides 
Towv^L     engaged,  with  their  utmoft  fpirit  and  ability. 
The  chief  opponent  to  Burke,  whofe  arguments 
are  preferved,  was  governor  Pownall.  Following 
the  mover  in  his  divifion  of  the  lubjeft,  he  cx- 
pofed   many  fallacies  in   his  reafoning,    and 
many  erroi"s  in  his  ftatements.     He  gave,  as  an 
analyfis  of  Burke's  theory,  that  Great  firitain 
muft  either  change  the  fentiments  of  the  Ame- 
ricans by  negotiation,    or  fubdue  the  rifing 
fpirit;  tne  rifing  fpirit  was  not  to  be  fubdued, 
and  while  war  lafted,  it  was  not  to  be  changed 
by   negotiation:    parliament  muft,    therefore, 
prcvioufly  make  conceffions,  difavow  their  de-» 
claratiqns,  repeal  their  afts,  fue  for  peace,  and 
the  Americans  might  grant  it.     By  this  plan 
the  unfufpcfling  confidence  of  the  colonies 
inuft  be  regained  by  removing  the  ground  of 
the  difteience.     Even  fuch  a  projeft  was  not 
recommended    by    experience :    "  when  the 
"  ftamp  a6l  was  repealed,  the  mover  fays,  tbc 
^'  Americans  refigned  themfelves  to  their  for* 
^  mer  unfufpefting  confidence  ;'*  the  declara- 
tion of  congrefs  exprefsly  contradi^a  the  af-* 
fertion :     "  After  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp  a^" 
they  fay,  **  having  again  refigned  ourfefvesto 
our  ancient  unfufpicious  aifeftions  for  th? 
parent  ftate,  and  anxious  to  avoid  ftiy  coft« 
trpverfy  with  her,  in  hopes  of  a  favourable 
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'*  alteration  in  fentiinents  and  incafures  towards  CH  ap* 
"  us,  we  did  not  prcfs  our  obje6tions  againft  ^^^ 
*^  the  above-mentioned   ftatutes  made  fubfe-     «775* 
"  quent  to  the  repeal."     Among  thele  were  the 
declaratory  aft,  and  the  aft  for  impofing  other 
duties  in  heu  of  that  which  was  tetrafted. 

Governor  Poavnall  then  entered  into  a 
detail  of  the  various  afts,    which,    from   the 
twenty-fifth    year    of    Charles    IT.    had   laid 
duties   on    the    colonies   for  the  purpofe    of 
raifins:  a  revenue  for  EnHand  :  he  iliewed  that 
the  Americans  required  a  repeal  of  thcfe,  as 
well  as  of  the  fubfequent  afts,  and  that  they 
neither  were,  nor  could  be  content  with  ^vhat 
was  done  in  1766.     Burke's  proportion  there- 
fore did  not  go  back  fo  far  as  congrefs  de- 
manded, not  even  fo  far  as  the  year    1/63; 
the  declaratory  aft  and  the  revenue  aft  were 
left  unrepealed,    while    congrefs  ftated  their 
abhorrence    of  the  former   law,    demanding 
what  was  to  defend  them  againft  fo  enormous, 
fo  unlimited  a  power.     This  fault  in  the  plan 
arofe  from  the  propofer's  partiality  to  his  own 
friends,    under   whofe  aufpices  the  obnoxious 
afls  were  paffed.     The  Americans  would  not 
be  fo  fatisfied;   for  when  they  limited   their 
prefent  demands  to  the  infringements  of  their 
rights  fince  the  year  1763,  they  carefully  re- 
ferved  the  further  confideration  of  the  general 
fiate  of  American  claims  to  a  future  day.     The 
governor  was  adverfe  to  all  partial  conceffions 
and  repeals,  which  could  produce  nothing  but 
an  endlefs  fucceffion  of  quarrels  and  tempo- 
rary reconciliations.     The  bill  itfelf,  althou«h 
grounded    on    the    complaints  of    American 
grievances,  did  not  afford  the  redrefs  and  re- 
medy :  it'  went  only  to  the  year  1 766,  but  to 
be  real  and  efficient,  it  mull  be  extended  ta 
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CHAP.  1672.  "  They  complain,"  he  faid,  "  of  the  ad- 
3P^n.  «  miralty  jurifdittion :  now  that  is  as  old  as 
'  ^75-  "  the  aO;  of  navigation.  By  that  aft  (hips  navi- 
gated contrary  to  law  were  to  be  feized,  and 
might  be  brought  to  the  court  of  admiralty 
in  England,  on  the  exprefs  principle,  that 
there  Ihould  be  no  party  juries.  For  the 
-eafe,  and  not  the  aggrieving  of  the  fubje^ 
courts  of  admiralty  were  afterwards  eflablifh- 
ed  in  the  colonics,  and  all  this  fyftem  ftood 
**  eftabHflied  before  1764.  To  my  argument 
it  is  nothing  how  far  this  is  right  or  wrong, 
grievous  or  otherwife;  but  the  Americans 
*'  complain  of  it ;  and  if  the  bill  which  is  to 
*'  aftbrd  redrefs,  and  concede  to  their  com- 
"  plaints,  muft  be  effeflual,  in  order  to  gain 
"  their  confidence,  this  bill  does  not  go  far 
"  enough :  there  are  others  willing  to  go  fur- 
"  then" 

He  then  moved  the  previous  queftion,  which 
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was  decided  in  the  negative.' 


Mr. 


Jp  ft  10  to,  10$.  In  the  courfe  of  tliit  debate.  Sir  George  Savik* 
with  confiderable  plc^antij,  fuppofeu  the  houfe  of  commons  tb^ 
American  eongrefsy  ancfafligned  tb  the  principal  perfons  the  cha* 
raflera  of  tlie  leading  Americans.  "  The  learned  gentleman,  Mr. 
**  Weddeiburne,  for  hi&  qiiiet  and  temperate  chara^er,  fpirit  of 
*'  moderation,  deep  philofophv,  love  of  liberty  and  his  country^ 
**  I  will  fuppufe  is  Dr.  Franklm.  I  have  6xed  upon  him,  beiidct^ 
**  as  his  particular  friend.  His  neighbour,  lordOeorge  Gemnine^ 
**  is  general  Putnam.  His  next  neighbour,  lord  North,  Mr. 
**  Adams.  And  there  is  a  gentleman,  I  can  fuppofe  to  be  Mr* 
*<  Hancock— I  beg  your  pardon  Mr.  Speaker,  (bowing  to  the 
**  fpeaker)  you  aie  Mr. Hancock.  Now  I  will  fuppole  all  thfl& 
'*'  great  men  got  together ;  and  our  Dr.  Franklin  to  take  up  the 
f  *  defence  of  the  colonies  wiih  all  that  wit  and  eloquence  of  which 
*'  bth  mailer.  I  will  only  iiiggeft  the  topics  upon  which  he  would 
*'*  talk/*  He  then  put  all  the  ftrongeil  words  and  arguments  in 
defence  of  America,  into  the  moujh  of  this  fuppofcd  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  went  on  in  the  fame  manner  with  tlie  otlier  imacinarr  per- 
Tons.  Fox,  with  great  wit  and  readinefs,  eave  a  deicription  of 
the  treafury. bench,  beginning  with  Mr.  Ellis,  and  endmg  with 
Mr.  Cornwall,  by  a  fingle  epithet,  happily  marking  the  cha- 
n^lei-s  of  eacli  with  fine  fatire,  and  wirtiout  breach  of  deconim* 
And  Wedderburne,  in  anfwier  to  ^11  obfervation  of  Burke,  on  the 
%  condoft 
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Mr.  Hartley  renewed  his  conciliatory  ef-  chap. 
forts,  apologizing  for  his  perfeverance  by  ad-   ^p^^^- 
verting  to  the  magnitude  of  the  objeft,  upon      i775*' 
which  not  only  the  fate  of  our  own  times,  but  nll^J/y'*, 
of  all  future  ages,  both  in  this  country  and  propofi- 
America,  would  depend.      He  took  the  ground  ^«*"*» 
of  his  propofition  for  pacification  from  the  pe- 
tition of  congrefs,  which  he  charaftcrized  as 
moft  dutiful  and  affeftionate,  humbly  fuppli- 
ojittng  the  king  to  become  the  mediator  of 
peace  between  them  and  their  parent  ftate. 
Loid  North,  at  the  beginning  of  the  feflion, 
havitig  exprefled  an  ardent  wiih  that  affairs 
were  in  the  fame  ftate  as  in  the  year  1 763 ;  Mr. 
Hartley  trould  unite  with  him  on  thofe  terms  ; 
for  although  he  confidered  the  mihiftry  at  all 
times  aggreffors,  he  thought  it  not  unreafon- 
aHe  to  expert  from-  America  fome  conceffion  to 
the  national  honour.     The  Americans  had  of- 
fered to  make  any  reafonable   facrifice;   he 
trauld  embrace  the  fuggcftion,  and  as  a  han- 
kering after  revenue  ftill  lurked  in  the  minif-- 
ter's  hearty  he  might  alfo  obtain  a  revenue  if  he 
Would  receive  it  in  a  conftitutional  way.   Even- 
fuppofing  that  a  richt  to  tax  America  could  b^ 
pvoVed,  jfuftice,  which  is  fuperior  to  all  rights, 
would  require  its  dereliftion:     It  is  the  prero- 
gative of  the  commons  of  England  to  give  and 
grant  by  their  own  reprefentatives ;  the  com- 
mons of  Ireland  poffefs  the  fame  prerogative; 
l^hich  has  always  l>eeh  equally  enjoyed  by  the 
commons  of  America:     Had  the  reveife  been 
true;  had  the  right  of  taxing   unreprefented 
America   been  undifputed,    and  the  exercife 

cuftomary 

condu^  of  DeinoftheneSy  dcfcanted  on  tht  hiftory  of  that  period^ 
with  allufion  to  the  prefent  timet.  His  (p««ch>  though  it  was  three 
•*c)«ck  in  the  mornings  awakened  the  attention  of  every  individual 
i^  the  houfc. 
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CHAP,  coftomary  and  notorious ;  yet,  confideHngthe 
S^    opprefiion  and  grievances  of  unreprefented  tax- 
»775'     ation^  it  would  have  been  the  dutj'  of  parlia- 
ment to  reSify  tlie  conllitution  of  America  by 
'   the  Britiih  model.     If  adminiftration  were  fin- 
cere  in  the  delire  for  peace;  he  would  offer 
'  terms  of  accommodation  by  which,  if  the  Ame- 
ricans \>'ere  replaced  in  the  fame  pofitibfi  as  in 
1763,  they  lliould  give  full  fatisradidn  on  the. 
point  of  honour,   and  an  effe6i^ual,  not  mere 
verbal  recognition  of  the  authority  of  the  mo- 
ther-countrv  as  it  then  was.     ITie  teft  ihOuld 
be,  the  regiftcring,  bj^  the  aflembly  of  each  pro- 
vince, of  fome  ad  of  parlii^ment  on  principles 
of  juftice,  and  fuch  as  the  colonies  would  in 
1763  have  received  with  a  fdent  and  thankful 
compliance. 

His  motions  were,  firft,  for  a  fufpenfion  of 
arms  during  the  treaty  of  pacification ;  feeond, 
for  a.  reftpration  of  the  legiflature  of  MaflachuA 
let's  Bay,  according  to  thfe  charter;  third,  for 
a  bill  to  eftabliili  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in 
criminal  cafes  to  all  ilaves  in  North  America, 
and  to  requeft  the  regiftering  of  that  a<i  by 
the  affemblies  in  each  colony.  This  was  the 
propofed  teft.  Fourth,  for  a  bill  to  refiore 
the  Americans  to -the  pofition  in  which  they 
were  in  1763 ;  and  fifth,  for  a  free  pardon,  in- 
Kcjcacd.  demnity,  and  oblivion.  Tliey  were  all  ne- 
gatived." 

These  motions  appear  to  contain  fonie  good 
principles  of  conciliation,  if  conciliation  was 
indeed  pofliblc:  the  arguments  a^ainft  them 
are  hot  prcferved.  Lord  North  objefled  to  the 
attempt  as  unfcafonable,  till  experiment  had 
been  made  of  a  meafure  of  fuch  vaft  extent  as 
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ilie  prohibitoiy  bill,  which  was  then  pafling  Chap. 
through  the  houfci  ^^^ 

This  meafiire  was  introduced  by  the  minif-  1775-/ 
ter  himfelf,  for  the  purpofe  of  terminating  all  bIh  f^^' 
intercoui-fe  with  the. colonies  during  the  reuel-  prohibiting 
lion,  repealing  the  Bofton  port  and  reftrain-  ^^Jj^j^^. 
ing  aAs,  and  enabling  the  king  to  appoint  coarfewith 
commiflionei's,  and  illue  proclamations  in  cer-  AuKrica. 
tain  cafes.  He  explained  the  neceffity  of  re- 
ftraining  the  American  trade  during  the  rebel- 
lion, and  the  juftice  of  immediately  removing 
the  reftraint  from  any  colony  wherein  it  might 
ceafe ;  the  Bofton  port  a6l,  and  other  ads  oi;* 
laft  year,  being  framed  on  other  grounds  an^l 
for  other  purpofes,  would  impede  this  opqra.n 
tion ;  the  reilraining  a6ls  were  civil  coercions 
againft  civil  crimes;  but  in  a  ftate  of  war,  thc^ 
provifions  were  ineifedual,  and  others  became 
neceiTary :  thofe  he  now  propoled  w  oulJ  be 
ufed  in  war  with  any  country ;  but  were  fi*aiji- 
ed  under  provifos  facilitating  tlie  approach  of 
peace.  The  charter  a6is  could  not  be  repealed 
while  the  Americans  denied  the  ri^ht  of  mak- 
ing them :  the  bill  for  the  adminiftration  of 
judice,  there  was  no  occafion  to  repeal,  becaule 
the  country,  being  in  a6lual  war,  martial  law 
took  place,  and  Uiere  were  no  courts  in  which 
it  could  operate.  He  fliould  alfo  be  ready 
to  repeal  the  tea  duty  on  the  fame  grounds ;  that 
he  would  fufpend  every  exercife  of  the  right 
of  taxation,  if  the  colonies  themfelves  would 
point  out  any  mode  bv  which  they  would  bear 
their  fliare  of  the  burden,  and  give  their  aid  to 
the  common  defence.  The  claufe  refpe6iting 
the  commiflioners  meant,  befides  the  granting 
of  pardons,  that  they  iliould  inquire  into  any 
material  chjjnge  of  circumilanccs  in  the  colo- 
nies; remedy  real  grievances  or  opprcflions; 

and 
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CHAP,  and  if  any  part,  or  a  whole  colony,  returned  to 
^^    a  proper  Itate  of  obedience,  declare  that  colony 
J775*     or  part  to  be  in  peace,  upon  which  the  reftric- 
tions  in  the  prefent  bill  were  to  ceafe. 

Iv  vindication  of  his  own  conduft,  lori 
North  obferved,  tlie  difpute  about  taxation, 
was  begun  and  prepared  before  he  engaged  in  it 
as  a  minifter,  he  embraced  it  when  the  colonies, 
being  already  taxed,  difpnted  a  right,  which 
the  country  had  determined  not  to  furrender. 
If  the  colonies;  b^  >ppealihg  to  arms,  hid  made 
war  the  medium,'  aJthoiigh^jieace  Wtfs  the  only 
point  hi  ever  retained  iri  view,  he  niuft  puffiici 
It  thrdugh  that  ittfediuni'/'To  thefe  principles 
he  declared  Hi^  ftedfaft'  adhefenfie.^*''    *    ' 

Fox '  deirled  tlie  proportion  itsf  tentling  to 
deftroy  all  tride  with  Amierica;  !aiYd  accufctPtlid 
minifter  of  deflgning'to^  ruin  the  Vnanuftfhirers 
in  order  to  induce  them  to  inlift'ln  the  army, 
which  could  tlo  otherwife  be  retrnite^;  ^'H^ 
moved  as  an  ani^endment  to  6mit  tihe  Vlidffe  tJf 
lord  North's  propofition,  except  whatrelati^d  to 
the  repeal  of  the"  obnoxio.ife  laws. 
'  DuHiy  G  thi^  debate  the  nature  of  civilVats, 
and  the  proprretv  of  aftive  exertion  in  military 
commanders,'  wheti  their  opipions  were  re- 
pugiiant  to  the  femce, '  v^s  bfoiight  into  dil^ 
cumon.  Lord  Ho>ve  declared  he  did  not  con- 
ceive anj'  ttruggle  fo  pAinful,  as  that  betwcea 
duties  as  an  officer,  and  as  a  man:  If  left  to 
his  choice,  he  certainly  fhould  decline  to  ferve, 
but  if  commanded,  it  was  his  duty,  and  he 
lliould  not  refufe  to  obey. 

General  Conwav  urged  the  difference 
hetM'cen  a  foreign  war,  where  the  whole  com- 
munity was  involved;  and  a  domeftic  war  on 
points  of  civil  contention,  wherein  the  com- 
n^unitv  was  divided.     In  the  firft  <:afe,  no  offl- 
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cer  ought  to  call  in  quefiion  the  juftice  of  his  chap. 
country :  in  the  latter,  a  military  man,  before    ^^}h 
he  drew  his  fword  againfl  his  fellow^fubjefb,     ,775* 
ought  to  examine  his  confcience,  whether  tlie 
caufe  was  juft. 

Thurlow,  with  becoming  indignation^  de- 
t;ried  thefe  fentiments.      Let  the  honourable 

gentleman,  he  faid,  iuflif}*  his  confcience  to 
imfelf,  but  not  hold  it  out  as  a  point  of  doc« 
trine  to  be  taken  up  in  a  quarter,  and  line  of 
fervice,  where  his  opinions  might  be  fuppofed  to 
have  great  influence;  for  if  once  eftabliffaed  as 
do&rine,  they  muft  tend  to  a  diffolution  of  go- 
vernment. Lord  North's  propofition,  he  con* 
tended,  retained  the  habitual  exercife  of  taxa- 
tion»  and  left  an  opening  to  America,  of  a  per* 
miffion  to  raife  her  iliare  of  fupply  towards  the 
common  defence,  by  granting  it  in  her  own 
aflemblies,  and  giving  it  in  her  own  way.  .On 
this  principle  he  was  willing  to  coincide,  in  any 
•meamre  that  might  afford  ground  for  concilia- 
tion ;  yet  he  thought  the  only  fure  and  per- 
manent bafis  would  be  a  definition  of  the  rela* 
tion  between  the  mother-country  and  her  colo- 
nies. He  added,  that  as  attorney -general,  he 
had  a  rights  by  writ  of  Jcin^  facias^  to  fet  afide 
every  charter  in  America:  but  in  our  prefent 
fituation  fuch  a  procefs  would  be  juftly  the  ob- 
jeft  of  ridicule,  for  the  condud  of  America  was 
not  a  matter  for  judicial,  but  parliamentary 
animadverfion. 

Fox's  amendment  was  rejefted.' 
This  law  was  vehemently  oppofed  during  its  tft  toxitb 
whole  pro«efs :  it  was  decried  as  a  formal  ab-  ^^' 
dilation  of  the  government  of  the  colonies,  and 
termed  a  bill  for  more  effe£tually  carrying  into 

f  19«  to  €4« 
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CHAP,  execution  the  refolves  of  coBgrefs.^     Petitions 
Xxviu    nv^re  prefented  by  the  Weft  India  merchants, 
ai77s.     and  counfel  heard ;  an  attempt  Avas  made  to 
exclude  the  province  of  Georgia  from  its  opera* 
lion,  and  feveral  amendments  were  tenaered 
in  the  committee.     Oppofition  "was  carried  to 
the  extreme  of  political  violence  and  perfonal 
altercation ;  but  at  length  the  bill  palfed  with- 
out alteration/ 
l)ebated  in      I K  the  houfe  of  lords  the  contefi  was  not  iefs 
on«Sf^    violent  and  acrimonious.     On  the  fecond  read* 
i^th  Dec.  ing,  much  of  the  debate  turned  on  the  allega- 
tion in  the  preamble,  that  the  Americans  were 
in  rebellion.     The  peers  in  oppofition  contend- 
ed, that  they  had  been  forced  to  take  up  arms 
in  defence  of  their  property,  which  feveral  a6ts 
of  the  legiflature  had  attempted  unjuiUy  to 
wreft  from  their  hands ;  they  were  refilling  bSs 
of  violence  and  injuftice,  a&s  oppreflive,  cruel, 
and  tyrannic,  confequently  fuch  refiftance  was 
neither  treafon  nor  rebellion,  but,  in  every  poli- 
tical and  moral  fenfe,  perfeftly  juflifiable. 

This  manner  of  Ipeaking  was  vehemently 
cenfured  by  lord  Lyttlcton,  who,  in  the  phrafe 
of  Cicero,  ftyled  it  immodcrata  licentia  can^ 
cionis ;  and  the  earl  of  Denbigh  infifled,  that, 
by  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this  realm,  any 
other  treafonable  exprcffion  might  be  as  weu 
juftified,  under  the  claim  of  exerciiing  the  pri- 
vilege of  fpeech,  as  the  aflertion  that  Ameri- 
ca was  not  in  rebellion,  or  that  refiftance  to 
tlieads  of  a  Britifli  parliament  is  no  more  than 
refiftance  to  the  moft  wanton  a6l  of  U'ranny 
ILnd  opprefiiun.  Thofe  who  defend  rebellion, 
he  laid,  are  themfelves  little  better  than  rebels  ^ 

%  Hlftory  of  lord  North^s  AdmimftratLoOa  p«t20« 
'  TUi  final  diTifioA  vfi|  im  to  2^ 
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and  there  is  no  great  difFerence  between  the  chap, 
traitor  aud^  him  who  openly  or  privately  abets  >^^' 
treafon .  ifjs^  - 

A  PEOTEST,  figned  by  eight  peers,  was  en*  Protcftt 
tered  on  the  journals  againft  committing  the 
bill/ 

During  its  further  progrefs  fcveral  amend* 
ments  were  made ;  d^lay  was  attempted,  and 
a  petition  prefented  from  the  merchants  of 
Briftol,  requefting  a  fufpenlion  of  its  opera^ 
tions  for  two  months ;  J>ut  without  efte6l, 
,  On  the  laft  reading,  lord  Mansfield  defend-  loth  Dec. 
ed  tlie  meafurein  all  its  parts,  a»d  the  condu6l 
of  government  towards  America  in  general. 
He  always  was  of  opinion,  that  the  people  of 
America  were  as  much  bound  to  obey  the  aft^ 
of  the  Britifh  parliament,  as  the  inhabitants 
of  London  and  Middlefex ;  and  thought  that 
ever  fince  the  peace  of  Paris,  the  northern  co- 
lonies were  meditating  independency.    "  They 
"  have  faid  fo  in  a  publication  of  the  conti- 
nental congrefs,  wherein  they  thank  provi- 
dence for  infpiring  their  enemies  with  the 
refolution  of  not  attempting  to  carry  their 
"  fchemes  of  dominion  into  execution,  till  they 
'*  had  arrived  at  a  growth  and  ftrength  fufficient 
"  to  refift  them.      Whatever  might  be  their 
**  wiflies  before  that  time,  their  fituation  render- 
^^  ed  it  impra6licable,  becaufe  (rreat  Britain, 
**  alone  could  protect  them  againft  the  power 
•*  of  Finance,  to  which  their  whole  frontier  lay 
expofed.     But  allowing  all  their  profeflions 
genuine,  their  inclins^tions,  thofe  or  duty  axid 
^'  refpcS towards  this  country,  that  they  entered 
^^  into  the  prefent  rebellion  through  the  in* 
^  trig^es  and  arts  of  a  few  factious  and  ambi* 

»  Ti0$  dif lion  WW  79  t9  ft* 
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CHAP.  "  tious  men,  or  thofe  who  ultimately  direded 
^^^^  "  them ;  that  the  ftamp  aft  was  wrong,  that 
1775.  "  the  declaratory  law  might  aflert  the  fupre- 
**  macy  over  that  country,  but  it  ought  never 
"  to  be  exercifed,  nor  amount  to  more  than 
**  fuch  a  power  as  his  majefty  claims  over 
^*  France,  a  mere  nominal  aominion;  thatna 
"  troops  fhould  be  fent  even  to  defend  the 
"  Americans,  without  their  own  permiflion ; 
**  that  the  Admiralty  courts  iliould  never  b6 
made  to  extend  there,  though  by  the  trial  by 
jury,  the  parties  themfelves  would  be  judges; 
that  offenders  againft  the  laws  and  authority 
**  of  this  countiy  fliould  be  tried  for  offences 
**  by  perfons  who  themfelves  were  ready  to  de- 
**  clare  they  did  not  think  the  charges  crimi- 
'^  nal;  that  no  reilraints  ilioyld  be  laid  upon 
"  their  trade,  though  that  gi-eat  bulwark  of  the 
"  riches  and  commerce  of  this  country,  the  aft 
"  of  navigation,  depended  on  fuch  reftriftions; 
that  every  meafure  hitherto  taken  to  enforce 
fubmiffion  to  parliamentary  authority,  was 
"  cruel  and  unjuft,  that  every  miniftrv  had 
"  been  tyrannic  and  oppreffive,  and  the  lafl 
"  worft  of  all ;  yet  admitting  all  this  to  be  true, 
"  was  Great  Britain  to  reft  inaftive,  till  America 
"  thought  proper  to  begin  the  attack,  and  gain- 
"  ed  ftrength  to  do  it  with  effeft  ?  We  are  now 
in  fuch  a  fituatioh,  that  we  mufl  either  fight 
or  be  purfued.  A  Swedifli  general,  in  the 
**  reign  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  pointing  to  the 
"  approachi;ig  enemy,  faid  to  his  troops,  *  My 
lads,  you  fee  thofe  men,  if  you  do  not  kill 
them,  they  will  kill  you,*  The  fame  fenti- 
ment  is  applicable  to  the  prefent  cafe;  If  wc 
do  not  ^get  the  better  of  America,  America 
will  get  the  better  of  us.  They  have  begun 
to  laife  a  navy  :  trade  will  beg^t  opulence, 
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^  and  they  will  be  enabled  to  hire  ihips  from  CHAPt 

*  foreign  powers-     It  is  faid  the  pxefent  war  is    ^j^J^ 

*  only  defenfive  on  the  part  of  America.     Is     177$* 
^  the  attack  on   Canada,  or  the  attempt  at 

*  Halifax,  a  deftnfive  war  ?     Is  the  prohibiting 
^  a]I  trade  and  commerce  with* every  other  part 

of  the^  Britifh  dominions,  even  with  Ireland^ 
for  which  they  exprefa  fuch  friendly  fenti- 
ments ;  is  ilarvmg  the  fu^ar  iflands,  a6ling  on 
the  defenfive  ?  No ;  tliou^h  thofe  people 
never  offended,  nor  opprefled  us,  we  wiildif- 
trefs  them,  fay  they,  becaufe  that  ^  will  be 
diftreffing  of  Great  Britain.  Are  we,  in  the 
midfl  of  all  outrages,  of  hoftility,  of  feizing 
our  ihips,  entering  our  provinces  at  the  heaa 
of  Dum^ous  armies,  and  feizing  our  forts,  to 
fland  idle^  becaufe  we  are  told  this  is  an  un^ 
juil  war,  and  wait  till  they  have  brought  their 
arms  to  our  very  doors  ?  The  juftice  of  the 
caufe  muft  give  way  to  our  prefent  fituation ; 
and  the  confequences  wmch  muft  enfue^ 
ihould  we  recede,  would,  nay  mull,  be  infi? 
nitely  worfe  than  any  we  have  to  dread  by 
purfuing  the  prefeitt  plan^  or  agreeing  to 
a  jfinal  feparation.^' 
The  bill  palled  without  a  divifion.  Mr^  ttftDec* 
Hartley  vainly  attempted  to  procure  its  re* 
jedion,  when  returned  in  an  amended  ftate  to 
the  commons:  and  both  houfes  adjourned  for  •tftltAtd. 
the  Cliriftmas  recefs.*  Receft. 

During  the  feffibn,  feveral  changes  took  (^og^*i> 
place   in   the  adminiftration.     The  diike  of  SH!''*^* 
Grafton  appears  to  have  been  always  difpofed 
to  repeal  the  American  tea  duty,*  although  he 

<  In  z  fubfcquent  period  of  the  (effion,  fome .  Aippoied  partialitiet 
and  impated  frauds  in  cairving  tbis  zSt  into  e^eift,  gave  rife  to  com- 
^inttj  wbich  were  invenigated  in  parliament  |  a  committee  was 
tbrmed,  evidence  heard,  and  animated  debates  maintained  in  bot% 
boufet.  •  . 

*  See  FcaC$  fpeech  in  the  bouie  of  common^i  aoth  Dee.  1775. 
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^ AK  continiied  in  axlminiftration  when  that  tneaifure 
^^^    wa«  rtje6ted.     On  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion, 
iV75-     he  feized  the  opportunity  of  claiming  popu'^ 
4thNw.     larity  hy  oppofing   the   addrefs;   in  a  fhort 
period  he  refigned  the  privy  feal,  and  became 
an   aftive   member  of  oppofition.      General 
Conwav  alfo  abandoned  the  caufe  of  admi* 
niitration,  but  was  not  removed  from  the  go- 
lothMov.  Vemment  of  Jerfcy.     The  earl  of  Dartmouth 
^^  ^      received  the  privy  feal,  and  lord  George  Ger- 
Gcmaine,  maine,  uncle  to  the  Duke  of  Dorfet,  fucceed- 
fccretaiyof  fed  to  the  fccretaryfliip  of  th^  American  depart- 
A^i^ica.    n^nt;      This  nobleman,  defcended  from  the 
His  ch^.'    tlluftfious  race  of  Slckville;  dukes  of  Dorfet^ 
rafter*       iuppotted-  the  (lamp  aft  under  Mr.  Grenville's 
kdminifiyation.      His  perfon  tall  and   digni* 
fii^d^  added  force  to  a  manly  elocution):    his 
hataVigues   if  ere   rather   argumentative    than 
florid :  >vithout  reforting  to  the  artificial  graces 
of  oiiatory,  We  addrefled  the  iudgment;  con- 
AaMly  confimng  himfelf  to  the  fubjeft  under 
drffefte!  he  was  concife  j  and  as  he  never  rofe 
to^  f^iedk:  but  upon  a  weighty  queftion,  he  wa^ 
heato* '  with  attention,  and  fpoke  widi  eifipd* 
Bv  him  the  operations  of  the  war  are  fuppoied 
,->a\:t  ty- hav^'tibetagenei^ally  planned,  and  to  him 
their  fupetin tendency  was  principally  intnifir 
fed.''     'But  the  great  tjilents  of  this  able  mi- 
*''*"•'        iiifter  Wiere  countera^(?d '  by  the  unpopularity 
of  his  name,  and  the  ftigma,  whether  juft  or 
nnjuft,    Sffix^  to  his  military  cbaraAer.     It 
is  almoft  unneceffary  to   remind  the  reader, 
that  lord  George  Sackville,    who  had  taken 
the  name  of  Gennainc,    having  in  the  pre- 
ceding reign,  after  the  battle  of  Mind^n,  de- 
manded a  court-martial  to   inquire  into  his 
conduft,  was  declared  incapable  of  any  mili- 

^  HtAory  of  lord  Nortk^s  Adiiiiniftraiion«  )>,  tii. 
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tary  anployment  This  fenteticew»  enforced,  cha^. 
even  with  afperity ;  attd  when  it  was  confirmed  ^^^ 
by  hismajefty,  a  fevere  (ligma  was  added,  and  >77's* 
commanded  to  he  given  out  in  public  orders ; 
and  the  ijame  day  his  majeily  in  council  ordered 
the  xiame  of  lord  George  Sackville  to  he  ftruck 
out  of  the  Ufl  of  privy-councillors.  By  thet 
Rockingham  adminidration,  he  was  reftored 
to  his  feat  at  the  council  board,  afid  appointed 
joint  vice-treafurer  of  Ireland.  Witliout  en- 
tering into  the  merits  of  the  queftion  refpeft- 
ing  his  difgrace,  his  appointment  to  his  new 
office  was  undoubtedly  very  unpopular.  Lord 
George  poffeffed  great  dignity  of  mind,  and 
ftcrling  fenfe ;  his  manners  were  rather  diilant 
than  attraftive;  he  was  a  fevere  check  on  thofe 
who  fufFered  a  lavifli  expenditure  through 
negleft,  or  to  gratify  dependents,  or  with  a 
view  to  power,  popularity,  or  ambition. 

The   earl  of  Rochford  retiring  about  the  lothNo?. 
fame  time,  was  fucceeded  by  lord  vifcount  ^^i^ef. 
Weymouth,  who  thus  refumed  the  office  he 
vacated  at  the  time  of  the  difpute  relative  to 
Falkland's  Ifland.     Lord  Lyttleton,  who,  on  i7ANar# 
the  firft  day  of  the  feffion,  had  oppofed  the 
addrefs,  was  gratified  with  a  feat  at  the  coun- 
cil  board,  and  the  office  of  chief  juftice  in 
Eyre  beyond  Trent.     Adminiilration  gained,  or 
rather,  for  a  time,  fixed  on  their  fide  a  fiorid, 
ready,  and  eloquent  fpeaker ;  but  the  reproach 
of  verfatility,  often   repeated,    prevented  the 
beneficial  effefts  of  his  exertions. 

The  efforts  of  oppofition,  though  unfuc-  Defpon- 
cefsful  in  parliament,  threw  a  gloom,  approach-  ^mmito 
ing  to  defpondency,    over  the  miniftry:    the  tion. 
a^irs  of  America  became  daily  more  perplexed 
and  unpromifing,  and  the  probability  that  the 
caufe  of  congrefs  would  become  more  gene- 
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CHAP,  rally  populai*,  indicated  a  ncceffity  for  in- 
S^2L  creafing  energy.    Treaties  were  concluded  with 
^775*     the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  and  fome  other  con- 
tinental princes,  for  troops ;   but  the  emprefi 
of  Ruflia,  whofe  afiifiance  was  expend,  and  in 
a  certain  degree  promifed,*  refufed  to  permit 
•her  forces  to  be  engaged  in  a  foreign  fervicc 
as  mere  mercenaries ;  and  though  flie  ftill  con- 
%         tinned  on  the  moft  amicable  terms  with  Great 
Britain,  and  held  out  a  profpeft  of  future  co- 
operation,   no  immediate  alfiftance  could  be 
obtained/ 

.   '  Set  Gibbon^s  Mircellaneotis  Works,  r.  L  p.  495.  497. 

7  From  private  information.    Alio  (eeCEuvres  da  Roi  de  Pruffc 
torn*  iv.  p.  291. 
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CHAPTER  THE  TWENTY-EIGHTH: 

2775  —  1776. 

State  of  Ireland.  —  Effect  of  the  American 
conteji,'^^  Money  bill  rejected.  —  Contruct 
refpecfmg  troops. —  Debated  in  the  Britijk 
parliament.-^ Debate  on  tke  treaties  with 
German  princes.  —  In  the  houfe  of  lords.  — 
Motion  by  the  duke  of  Richmond.  —  Debate 
on  the  army  extraordinaries. — The  duke  of 
Grafton^s  conciliatory  propojition.  —  Mr. 
Hartley  s  propojition  to  place  America  on 
the  fame  footing  as  Ireland.— '  Sawbridge^s 
motion  for  that  purpofe.  — Fox*s  motion  for 
a  committee  of  inquiry.  —  Mifcellaneous 
tranfactions. — JFilkes's  motion  for  a  reform 
of  parliament. — Trial  of  the  duchefs  of 
JCingJion.  —  Motion  for    infpecting    tne 

powers  of  cofnjnijjioners.  —  Againji  proro* 
gation.  —  King's  fpcech  on  terminating  the 

Jeffion.  —  View  of  the  conduct  and  politics  of 

Joreign  powers.  —  France.  —  Spain.  —  Auj^ 
tria. — Pruffta.— State  oftheprefs  in  Eng^ 
land,  —  Dr.  Price's  publication.  —  Its  c/"- 

fects.^-^Re-eJiablijhment  of  tranquillity  in 
the  city. 

RELAND  ihared  in  the  fenfations  excited  by  chaf. 
the  American  difpute,  and  during  the  go-  xxviiL 
vernment  of  lord  Harcourt,  ftrong  parties  wer?     1775. 
formed,  and  great  exertions  growing  to  matu*  |^Lj[. 
rity.     The  public  was  frequently  alarmed  by 
accounts  of  the  defection  of  manufa6turers9  the 
migration  of  labourers,  and  the  fuccefeftil  oper- 
ations of  rioters,  but  for  feveral  years  no  im- 
portaut  tranfaclion  occurred. 

As 


I 
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CHAP.       As  the  American  conteft  advanced,  the  par- 
xxvm.  liament  of  Ireland,  and  the  people  of  Dublin, 


«77S-     began  again  to  embarrafs  govemnient  with  op- 
SeAit^i.  poiition  and  cabal*.    The  dilfenters  were  adivc 
can  conteft.  and  violent;*  and  th«-  guild  of  merchants  of 
the  metropolis,  befides  their  addrefe  of  thanks 
to  lord  EHingham  on  his  refignation,  voted  a 
fimilar  compliment  to  thofe  peers,  who,   "  In 
'*  fupport  of  the  conftitution,  and  in  oppofi- 
*^  tion  to  a  weak  and  wicked  adminiftration, 
*'  protefted  againft  the  American  retraining 
"bills.'**    The  iheriffs  and  common-council 
were  alfo  defirons  of  imitating  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, by  tranfmitting  petitions  againft  the  mea- 
fures  relating  to  America,  but  were  reftrained 
atth  Aug.  by  the  lord  mayor  and  aldermen.     Indignant 
^^^^'        at  this  impediment,  they  declared  their  anxiety 
to  preferve  their  names  from  tlie  odium  which 
all  pofterity  muft  attach  to  thofe  who  promoted 
the  acts  carrying  on  in  America,  their  gfief  for 
the  injured  inhabitants  of  that  continent,  and 
their  own  brave  countrymen  fent  on  the  unna- 
tural errand  of  flaughtering  their  fellow-fnb- 
je^s ;  and  refolved,  that  wtioever  refufed  his 
confrnt  to  a  dutiful  petition  tending  to  unde- 
ceive the  king,  and  by  which  the  effufion  of 
cme  drop  of  fubjeft  blood  might  be  prevented, 
was  not  a  friend  to  the  conftitution. 
soch  oa.        The  lord  lieutenant  met  the  parliament  with 
^II'^  a-fp^ech  in  which  he  recapitulated  the  benefits 
.lately  derived  from  the  liberality  of  Britiun, 
reprobated  the  rebellious  fpirit  of  the  Ameri- 
cauSy  and  recommended  attention  to  the  dif^ 

•  *>  Gibbon*6  Pofthumous  Work^»  vol,  i.  p,  4^^. 

^  Annual  Regiiierj  177^1  p*  43*  The  addrefs  was  prdentei) 
under  the  corporatMn  feal^  and  publiihed  with  the  fcFeral  anfwen  of 
eaebpeer. 

9  charge 
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eltarge  of  ari'ears  which  had  been  unavoidably  ch a  i^ 
iscurred.     A  money  bill  was  prepared  and  S^^V 
tRuifmitted  to  England,  but  having  been  al-r     ^77$^ 
tered  in  council^  was  on  its  return  receded  l>y 
parliament;   which  prevented    an  immediate 
fupply. 

In  purfuance  of  the  plan  of  vigorous  oper^tt  ^%^  N»n 
tioo  refolved  on  in  the  Britifli  cabinet,  lord  SjSiL 
Har court  requciied  the  houfe  of  comn)on$  tp  troops, 
concur  in  fending  out  of  the  kingdom  fo^V 
ihoufand  men,  to  be  taken  into  Brit^lh  pay^ 
and  offerings  if  it  were  the  defire  of  parliament^ 
to  replace  them  by  an  equal  number  of  foreigii 
proteftaf^t  ^oc^,  asjbon  m  his  liuyefiy  Jhouli 
le  enabled  Jo  to  do;  whic^  were,  alfo  to  b^ 
maintained  without  cxpence  to  Ireland.    The 
honfe  relu6^antly  afiented  to  the  required  di^. 
minution  of  their  national  force,  but  refufed 
the  aid  of  foreigners  in  their  ftead,*  and  the 
oppofition  unfuccefsfuUy  endeavoured  to  ol>« 
tain  an  a^  for  embodying  the  militia/ 

TaiES-was  the   firft  important  tranfa6iion  ,5th  Feb. 
vhich  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Britifh  le-  177^. 
giOature,  after  the  recefc.     Mn  T.  Townfliend,  J^  ^hJa 
9^r  expatiating  on  the  privileges  of  parlia-  pariiameat. 
ment,  which  though  the  undoubted  right  of 
all  the  commons  of  England,  were  but  fe* 
cpndary  to  that  great  privilege  of  keeping  the 
purfe  of  their  conftituents  from  the  hands  qf 
violenoe,  art,  or  fraud;  read  the  proceedings 
of  the  Irilh  legiflature :  lord  Harcourt's  mef- 
fage,  he  faid,  contained  two  proportions,  both 
binding  on  the  Britilh  parliament,  to  pay  the 
troops  to  be  fent  to  America,  and  to  replace 
them  with  four  thoufand  foreign  proteftants ; 

^  T1i9<Kvi(ion  on  tbU  occafion  was  io6  to  68. 

*  Stt  the  meflages,  &c.  on  t])is  fubje^,  Parliamenty  Regifter,  vol. 
«i«p.  315. 

twelve 
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chap:  twelve  thoirfand  men  were  ftiH  to  be  retafaied 
3^T^*  in  Ireland^  which  wa8,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
»77^*     relieved  of  an  annual  burthen  of  eighty  thou- 
fand  pounds.     Such  a  propofition  could  only 
originate  in  the  worftdefigns,  or  the  moft  con- 
fummate  folly :  for  the  niinifternot  only  engages 
.    that  the  expence  fliall  be  borne  by  the  Britiih 
parfiament ;  but,  adding  folly  to  temerity,  pro- 
mifes  that  eight  thoufand  men  fliall  be  takea 
into  pay,  although  no  more  than  four  thoHfand 
Would  be  in  the  fervice  of  Great  Britain.     He 
complained  of  lord  Harcourt's  meflage  as  con- 
trary to  the  privileges  of  the  Engliih  houfe  of 
commons,  derogatory  to  its  honour  and  autho- 
rity;  and  moved  for  a  committee  of  inquiry. 

The  debate  was  long  and  animated;  fre- 
quently degenerating  into  "pcrfonalities :  the 
defence  of  lord  Harcoiirt  was  not  conduced 
on  a  confident  principle ;  fome  infifted  that  the 
fteaker  of  the  Irilli  parliament,  had  miftaken 
tne  fenfe  of  his  mclTagi,  which  purported  only, 
that  his  majefty,  if  defired  by  the  Irifli  and 
•authorized  by  the  Englifh  parliament,  would 
pay  the  four  thoufand  foreigners.  Otbere 
arsjued  that  at  the  time  of  increafinor  the  Irifli 
eftablilliment,  the  king  had  engaged  that  twelve 
thoufand  troops  lliould  always  be  maintained  in 
that  kingdom,  except  in  cafe  of  aftual  invafion 
^  or  rebellion  in  England;  and  the  prefent  de- 

mand for  troops  not  being  within  thofe  ex- 
ceptions, it  was  neceflary  the  king  lliould'be 
abfolved  from  bis  promife  by  thofe  to  whom  it 
was  made.  An  application  to  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain  wo\ild  have  been  a  direft  viola- 
tion of  the  promife  to  Ireland. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  contended,  that  the 
meflage  was  an  experiment,  to  procure  ihe  re- 
ception of  foreign  troops,  in  order  \jo  eftablifli 

a  precedent, 
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a  precedent,  which  might  be  afterwards  applied  chaf. 
to  other  purpofes.  It  was  the  aim  of  adminif-*  ff^j^ 
tnition  to  habituate  both  countries  to  certaia  177^ 
notions  which  muft  in  the  end  reduce  the  par* 
liament  of  each  to  mere  infbrumentSy  without 
will  or  independence.  It  was  a  fcheme,  how- 
ever deep,  formed  on  very  fimple  principles^  • 
and  had  a  dire6i  tendency  to  veil  in  the  crown 
the  virtual  power  of  taxing  both  countries.  In 
Ireland  the  miniiler  was  to  afk  fome  favour ; 
then  England  was  to  be  pledged:  in  England 
Ireland  was  to  be  taxed,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Britilh  legiflature/  The 
various  modes  of  defence  were  ridiculed  with 
great  fuccefs  :  no  two  of  the  confidential  fer- 
vants  of  the  crown  agreed  in  a  iingle  fenti- 
inent  Some  allowed  the  meifage  to  import 
what  was  ilated  rn  the  complaint ;  others  ac* 
ceded  to  a  part;  while  a  third  was  fo  modeft  as 
to  contend)  ib  defiance  of  every  rule  of  ra- 
tional and  obvious  conib*u6lion,  that  the 
meffage  meant  the  very  rcverfe  of  its  manifell 
import. 

In  anfwer  to  an  infmuation  by  Dunning,  that 
although  this  famous  meflage  had  been  dif* 
avowed  by  the  friends  of  adminiftration  in 
England,  the  lord  lieutenant  would  not  have 
rifqued  fuch  a  meafure  intirely  on  his  own 
judgment;  lord  North  acknowledged  his  co* 
operation  in  giving  general  inftru^ions;  but 
would  not  charge  his  memory  with  having 
affifted  in  framing  any  fpecific  authority  on 
which  it  was  founded.  He  thought  it  how- 
ever perfeftly  juftifiable,  and  was  willing  to 
fliare  in  the  confequences. 

-Thuhlow  treated  the  motion  as  a  mere  par- 
ty fquib,  denying  that  the  preamble  tb  an  Irifti 
law  was  binding  on  the  parliament  of  Great 

Britain ; 
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CHAP.  BrtUin;  and  lord  George  Germdine,  while 
*xviiL  jj^  adimtted  that  poffibly  the  lord  Heatenant 
9t7^  might  liave  mifunderftood  or  exceeded  his  in*> 
ibru6tion9;  and  that  the  bargain  was  not  com- 
Inendable  on  the  ground  of  economy,  contend^ 
cd  that  the  firft  part  of  the  meflage  only  pro- 
pofed  a  matter  to  the  confideration  of  the  irifli 
parliament,  clearly  and  legally  within  the  con- 
ilitutional  exercife  of  regal  power.  If  th< 
kine  had  not  promifed  to  retain  twelve  thou*' 
fand  men  within  the  kingdom,  he  might,  by 
virtue  of  his  prerogative,  have  ordered  all  the 
troops  to  any  part  of  the  Britifh  dominions, 
ivithout  application  to  parliament. 

Both  miniftry  and  oppofition  teilified,  in 
ample  and  unequivocal  terms,  the  general 
merits  of  lord  Harcourt's  adminifiration :  and 
the  motion  for  a  committee  was  negatived,* 
and  all  inquiry  refufed. 

Lord  North  fubmittedio  the  ho ufb  copies 
of  the  treaties  with  the  duke  of  Brunfwick, 
the  landgrave  of  Heffe  Caffel,  the  hereditary 
prince  of  Heffe  Caffel,  and  fubfequently  one 
with  the  prince  of  Waldeck/    Thefe  poten- 
tates ftipulated  to  afford  an  aid  of  feventeea 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty -two  men : 
the  terms  were  fomewhat  different,    but  all 
feemed  extravagantly  high.     Levy  money  was^ 
to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  7/.  4^.  4<L  each; 
all  extraordinary  loffes  in  battle,    fiege,    by 
contagious  malady,  or  fhipwreck,  were  to  be 
compenfated   by  the  king,   who  was  alfo  to 
bear  the    expence    of  recruiting  the   corps. 
Three  difabled  men  were  eftimated  as  one  kil* 


On  the 

with  Oer- 
min 


•  ti4  to  X06. 

f  The  dates  of  thefe  treaties  were  3d  and  tjth  of  Jansarjr,  and 

|tb  of  February,  1776.    That  with  the  priace  of  Wildeck,  the 
»oth  of  April. 

led: 
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led;  t)ie  tioops  wete  to  take  oaths  ta  the  king  ch Af. 
of  Oreat  Britain,  without  prejudicing  their  ^^^i^ 
allegiance  to  their  own  prince;  to  be  employed  i774« 
on  no  extraordinary  fervicei  but  receive  payi 
forage,  and  provifion,  in  common  with  £ng^ 
liih  troops,  and  twt>  months  pay  in  advance. 
Each  01  the  princes  received,  befides  thefe 
films,  a  fubfidy  of  difproportionate  amount. 
To  the  duke  of  Brunfwick,  M'ho  fupplied  four 
thoufand  and  eighty -four,  an  annual  itipend  of 
15,5 19/*  was  fecured,  fo  long  as  his  troops  re* 
ceived  pay,  and  doujble  that  fum  in  the  two 
yeai-s  fuofequent  to  their  difmiflion.  For  twelve 
thoufand  men,  the  landgrave  of  Hefl'e  Caffel 
obtained  ]08,£8i  Aper  annum,  and  was  to  re* 
ceive  twelve  months  notice  of  difcontinuing 
the  payment,  after  the  forces  were  returned  to 
bis  dominions.  The  prince  of  Hefle,  who  con- 
tributed fix  hundred  and  eighty^eight  men, 
was  recompenfed  with  an  annual  grant  of 
6,01 7  /. ;  and  for  fix  hundred  and  feventy  men, 
the  prince  of  Waldeck  received  tte  fame  fum. 
Tlie  dominions  of  the  princes  were  alfo  gua* 
ranteed  againft  forei{rn  attack.' 

On  moving  to  refer  thefe  compass  to  the  •s^f*^ 
committee  of  fupply,  lord  North  urged  the 
neceffity  by  which  they  were  occafioned.  Only 
three  queftions,  he  faid,  could  arife :  Whether  ^ 

the  troops  were  wanted  ?  Whether  the  terms 
were  advantageous?  and,  Whether  the  forca 
might  be  deemed  adequate  to  the  intended 
•perations  ?  The  redu^ion  of  America  to  u 
confiitutional  flate  of  obedience,  l>eing  the 
great  obje^  of  parliament^  adminiflration  s^opt- 
^d  the  bed  and  mod  fpeedy  means  of  effecting 

f  See  the  treaties  at  large  io  the  Parliameatary  Regifiei^  r.  m» 
t«  af7.  and  $9^ 

it; 
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CHAP,   it;  itien  were  thus  obtained  mdxe  eaiHy^  and 

XxviiL   much  cheaper,  than  by  the  ordinary  mode  of 

1776.     recruiting ;  and  the  force  thus  acquired  would, 

in  all  probability,  compel  fubmiffion,  poffibly 

without  further  effufion  of  blood. 

Lord  John  Cavendish   reprobated  the 
meafure  :  Britain  was  difgracea  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe ;  impoveriihed,  and  what  was, 
if  pofllble,  worfe,  reduced  to  appl^  to  petty 
German   ilates  in   the  mod  mortifying  and 
humiliating  manner,  and  fubmit  to  indigni- 
ties never  before  prefcribed  to  the  crown  of 
a  powerful  and  opulent  kingdom.     Firil,  the 
troops  were  to  enter  into  pay  before  they  be- 
^an   their   march ;    a  thing  unprecedented : 
lecondly,   levy  money   was   to   be  allowed: 
thirdly,  thofe  petty  princes  were  to  be  fub- 
fidized :  fourthly,  they  mode/ily  infified  00  a 
double  fubfidy :  fifthly,  the  fubfidy  was  to  be 
continued  two  years  in  one  inflance,  and  one 
year  in  the  other,  after  the  return  of  the  troops 
to  their  refpedive  countries :    and   laftly,  a 
body  of  twelve  thoufaud  foreigners  was,  under 
the  exprefs  words  of  the  lieflian  treaty,  to  be 
introduced  into  the  dominions  of  the  Britiili 
crown,  under  no  controul  either  of  king  or 
parliament  .  . 

Mr-  Cornwall  corroborated  the  miniiier's 
aflertion,  that  the  pecuniary  terms  of  the 
treaties  were  advantageous,  and  lower  than 
had  ever  before  been  obtained :  this  affertion 
was  ftrenuoufly  denied  by  oppofijLion;  and  Mr. 
Grenville,  lord  George  Germaine,  and  lord 
Barrington,  in  defending  the  meafure,  admit- 
ted that  the  terms  were  fuch  as  the  princes  had 
prefcribed,  and  neceflity  compelled  the  mi- 
niftry  to  accept 
The  general  principle  of  letting  out  fob- 

je6b 
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jeSs  to  hire,  to  fight  in  the  caufe  of  foreigners?  chap. 
did  not  efcape  fevere  ftridures  ;^  and  the  ex-   ^^^h 
fences  of  the  conteft  of  which  thefe  compafts     1776. 
were  a  fpecimen,  were  anticipated  as  enor- 
mous. 

The  condu6l  of  adminiftration,  in  thus  en- 
gaging the  affiftance  of  foreigners,  was  con- 
trafted  with  that  of  the  Americans.  "  As  a 
proof  of  their  defire  for  peace,  they  tell  you 
they  have  not  called  for  aid  on  the  rivals 
of  your  grandeur:  in  reward  of  this  for- 
bearance, their  petition  is  rejeded  unheard  ; 
parliament  is  told,  the  khighas  with  fatis- 
fa6lion  received  friendly  offers  of  foreign 
"  afliftance ;  and  anfwer,  that  they  will  cheer- 
'  fully  enable  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  the 
'  ofFerl    An  American  congrefs  holds  in  abhor- 

*  rence  a  meafure  which  a  Britifli  parliament 
'  adopts  with  cheerfulnefs.  Perhaps  the  exam- 

*  pie  of  this  very  ad,  may  render  their  adoption 
^  of  the  fame  fatal  meafure  unavoidable.     A 

*  fatal  meafure ;  becaufe,  M'hen  foreign  powei-s 
'  are  once  introduced  in  this  difpute,  all  pof- 

*  fibility  of  reconciliation  is  precluded/' 
Germans  were  peculiarly  improper:  they 

would  be  employed  in  enflaving  and  irritating 
a  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  of  their  own 
countrymen,  many  of  whom  fled  from  tyrants 
to  feek  the  proteftion  of  Britain.  Many  Ger- 
man and   Indian  mercenaries    would    defert, 

^  <«  I  fliall  (ay  little/'  lord  Irnham  obfenred,  <'  tcAhe  feelings 
"  of  tboie  princes  who  can  fell  their  fubje^ts  for  fuch  purpofesv 
"  We  hare  read  of  the  humorift  Sancho^s  wifli ;  that,  if  he  were  a 
<<  prince,  all  his  fubje^s  fliould  be  black-a-moors,  as  he  could, 
M  by  the  fale  of  them,  caftly  turn  them  into  ready  money  s  but 
"  that  wi(h,  however  it  may  appear  ridicule  us,  and  unbecoming 
'*  a  fovereign,  is  much  more  innocent  than  a  princess  availing  him- 
**  felf  of  his  vafTals  for  the  purpofe  of  facriHcing  them  in  futh 
'*  deftruflive  war,  where  he  has  the  additional  crime  of  making 
"  them  deftroy  much  belter  and  nobler  beings  than  tbemfelves.** 

VOL,  !!•  A  A  accept 
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CHAP,  accept   of   hinds,   and   though   hired    by    ii^^ 
xxyur.  leaoiic  with  the  enemy. 
177^.  Thksk  objc^'tions  were  not  anfwered  in  de- 

tail ;  but  the  necefiitv  of  the  nieafure  was  re- 
peatedly  urged;  tlie  probability   of  a!)ridging 
the  (Uiration  of  lioftihties,  by  tfie  employment 
of  trained  veterans  inftead  of  raw  recruits,  was 
reprefented    as    fufficient    to    counterbalance 
every  difadvantage,  and  as  the  expencc  was  in- 
curred for  a  limited  period,  the  plan  was  really 
economical. 
4th  Mar.         Ix  the  debate  on  receiving  the  report  of  the 
committee,  an  addrefs  was  voted  to  the  king, 
on  the  motion  of  colonel  Barre,  for  cloathing 
the  Cierman  troops   in    Britilh  pay  with  the 
manufactures  of  this  country.' 
5th  Mar.         In  the  upper  houfe,  the  duke  of  Richmond 
houfeof      i^oved    for  an    addrefs   to   countennand   the 
lords.         march  of  the  foreign  troops,  and  fufpend  hof- 
tilities.     lie  entered  into  a  hifiory  of  the  trea- 
ties  concluded  with  landQ:raves   of  Ileffe  from 
170c  to  1761,  Ihewing  that  they  had  conftantly 
advanced  in  their  demands,  never  failing  to 
eftablifli  former  extortions  as  precedents  for 
fucceeding  ex  actions.     He  then  computed  that 
under  different  heads  included   in  the  treaty, 
and  fubfequent  contingencies,  the  charge  for 
feventcen  thoufand  three  hundred  men  would 
not  be  lefs  tlian  a  million  and  a  half,  an  ex- 
pence  unprecedented  in  hiftory.     Towards  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  war,  an  ingenious  gentleman, 
3Mr.  Maliduit,   calculated  that  every   French 
Icalp  coft  the  nation  ten  thoufand  pounds.     It 
woidd   be  right  to    confider  the  price  of  an 
American  fcalp,    when  the  hire   of  feventcen 

'  The  divifionc  w«re,  on  the  c)ueftion  for  referring  the  treaties  to  a 
committeei  24a  to  S8 }  for  agi-eeing  to  the  report^  izo  to  4S. 

thoufiind 
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tlioufand  foreigners  amounted  to  a  million  and   chap. 
a  half.  XX vm. 

His  grace  then  ftated  the  redundancy  of  offi-  ^ii^-  ' 
cers  in  proportion  to  rank  and  file ;  the  dansjer 
of  keeping  fo  many  foreigners  together  under 
the  command  of  their  own  generals;  and  de- 
pidled  the  expofed  and  perilous  fituation  of 
England,  fhould  France  or  Spain,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  our  weaknefs,  attempt  an  inva- 
lion.      • 

These  obfervations  were  ably  enforced  by 
the  other  peers  in  oppofition.  The  opinion  of 
Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the 
World,  was  quotea  againfl  the  employment  of 
foreign  mercenaries.  "  They  are  feditious, 
*'  unfaitliful,  difobedient,  devourers,  and  de- 
"  ftroyers  of  all  places  and  countries,  whither 
"  they  are  drawn,  as  being  held  by  no  other 
*^  bond  than  their  own  commodity.  Yea,  that 
"  which  is  moft  fearful  among  fuch  hirelings 
"  is,  that  they  have  often,  and  in  time  of 
"  greateft  extremity,  not  only  refufed  to  fight 
"  in  defence  of  thofe  who  have  entertained 
"  them,  but  revolted  to  the  contrary  part,  to 
"  the  utter  ruin  of  thofe  princes  and  dates  who 
"  have  trufted  them." 

Vehemext  cenfures  were  expreffed  againft 
the  power  referved  to  a  foreign  prince  of  ad- 
miniftering  juftice  within  the  dominions  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  better  to  eflfe6l  it,  an 
executioner,  with  fervants,  formed  part  of  the 
HeiTian  eftablifhment;*'  nor  was' any  limitation 
or  exception  to  this  illegal  power  provided, 
even  fliould  the  civil  government  of  America 
be  reftored.     The  Itipulation  to  aflift  Hefle  was 

k  Tbi»  was  really  the  faft.    See  the  treaty.    Parliamentary  Rc- 
|;iiler^  vol.  iii.p.  307. 

A  A  C  .  eq^uall/ 
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CHAP,  equally  reprobated:  if  the  landgraviate  wa^ 
^^J^'  attacked  in  confcquence  of  a  decree  of  the  im- 
1776.  perial  chamber,  we  mud  excufe  our  breach  of 
the  treaty  by  our  minilter's  ignorance  of  the 
imperial  conftitutions,  or  enter  into  a  war,  like 
that  in  America,  not  to  maintain^  but  fubvert 
the  liberties  of  the  Germanic  body. 

In  reply,  the  treaty  was  ftated  to  be  drawn 
up  in  theufual  forms;  the  calculations  did  not 
prove  the  comparative  dearnefs  or  cheaipnefs  of 
the  terms:  it  was  (i lied  with  pompous,  high- 
founding  phrafc's  of  alliance,  but  they  were 
mere  phiafes,  the  real  objefcl  of  the  contract 
being,  not  to  create  an  alliance,  but  to  hire  a 
body  of  troops  which  the  American  rebelliou 
rendered  necefiarv. 

On  the  latter  part  of  the  motion,  for  difcon- 
tinuiug  hoftilities,  the  old  topics  urged  againft 
the  war  were  advanced  Avith  additional  vio- 
lence, aided  by  fuch  new  arguments  as  receut 
events  and  more  modern  Ipeculations .  could 
fupply.  Lord  Camden,  in  a  bitter  philippic,* 
termed  tlie  war  wanton,  cruel,  and  diabolicaL 
The  duke  of  Grafton,  boaliing  his  knowledge 
of  finance,  folemnly  averred  that  there  was  not 
a  fiugle  tax,  in  the  power  of  the  moft  fruitful 
invention  to  devife  or  conceive,  that  would  in- 
creafe  the  receipt  at  the  exchequer,  Everj'  ini- 
poft  that  could  be  fuggefted  would  interfere 
w^ith  fome  other  already  exifiing:  if  the  war 
jfhould  continue,  national  credit  would  be  ruin- 
ed, and  the  kingdom  undone,  Heprophefied, 
that  when  the  people  Avere  bending  under  the 
preffure  of  taxes,  public  credit  departed ;  pub- 
lic bankruptcy  inevitable ;  and  univerfal  ruin 
and  defpair  fpreading  themfelves  throughout 
the  kingdom,  then  no  longer  able  to  endurt 
fuch  calamities,  and  expecling  no  redrefs 
..        ^  wherd 
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where  only  it  can  be  conftitiitionally  fought,  chap, 
the  people  would  feek  relief  in  the  means  which  ^^}}^* 
God  and  nature  had  pointed  out;  no  longer  1776 
looking  up  to  parliament,  which  had  betrayed 
them,  been  deaf  to  their  entreaties,  and  inat- 
tentive to  their  interefts.  He  treated  with 
contempt  the  fuppofed  popularity  of  minifterial 
proceedings:  the  numerous  addrefles,  fo  much 
relied  on,  furniflied  no  proof.  At  notimefmce 
the  eftablifhment  of  monarchy  did  this  teft  of 
public  opinion  manifeftitfelf  more  than  during 
the  reign  of  James  II.  Addrefles,  congratula- 
tions, engagements  tofupport  him  with  life  and 
fortune,  poured  in  from  every  quarter;  yet 
that  infatuated  monarch  fatally  difcovered,  in 
the  hour  of  trial,  that  they  yvere  mere  effeds  of 
minifterial  art  and  court  adulation. 

The  population  of  America  was  pompoufly 
exhibited :  lord  Effingham  confiJered  it  no  ejt:- 
aggeration,  to  ftate  it  confiderably  above  four 
millions:    their    pecuniary    and   military    re-     • 
fources  were  defcri bed  astrulv  fomiidable:  the 

if 

probability  of  Spanifh  affiftance  was  urged,  and 
an  invafion  of  Ireland  by  the  French  was  treat- 
ed as  eafy,  and,  from  the  difpofitidn  of  the  na- 
tives, fure  offuccefs.  The  duke  of  Cumber- 
land, in  a  fliort  fpeech,  declared  his  conftant 
oppofition  to  the  oppreffive  proceedings  againft 
America,  and  confidered  the  motion  as  full  of 
refpeft  and  duty  to  the  crown ;  and  affording  a 
baiis  for  a  happy  reconciliation  with  the  co- 
lonies. 

The  earl  of  Coventry  predifled  the  ncceflary 
termination  of  the  connection  between  Great 
Britain  and  America.  "  In  the  body  politic," 
he  faid,  "  as  in  the  natural  body,  the  feeds  of 
**  diffolution  are  contained  in  the  firft  vital 
*'  principles.     Sooner  or  later  the  event'  muft 

A  A  3  **  happen; 
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CHAP.  *'  happen;  and  ihuman  wifdom   can  only  ex- 
xxvai.    u  |,gjjj  jjjg  duration  of  one,  as  the  greateit 

"  care  and  attention,  employed  on  the  beftna- 

"  live  conllitution,  may  prolong  the    other. 

*^  Ix)ok  on  the  map  of  the  globe,  view  Great 

*^  Britain  and  North  America,  compare  their 

extent;   confider  the    foil,    rivers,   climate, 

and  increaiing  population  of  the  latter ;  no- 

**  thing  but  the  moft  obftinate  blindnefs  and 

partiality  can  engender  a  ferious  opinion 

that  fuch  a  country  will  long  continue  under 

"  fubjedion   to  this.       The  queftion  is  not, 

*'  therefore,  how  we  "fliall  be  able  to  realize  a 

*^  vain,  delufive  fcbeme  of  dominion,  but  how 

"  we  iliall  make  it  the  intereft  of  the  Ameri- 

"  cans  to  continue  faithful  allies  and  warm 

"  friends.     Surely  that  can  never  be  eff'efted 

"  by  fleets  and  armies:  inftead  of  meditating 

conqueft  and  exhaufting  our  own  ftrength 

in  an  inefteftual  ftruggle,  we  lliould,  wifely 

"  abandoning  wild  fchemes  of  coercion,  avail 

"  ourfelvcs  of  the  only  fubftantial  benefit  we 

"  can  ever  expe6l,   the  profits  of  an  extenfive 

"  commerce,  and  the  firong  fupport  of  a  firm 

"  and  friendly  alKance  and  compact  for  mut 

*'  tual  defence  and  afliftance," 

The  niiniilry  were  fupported  by  the  ufual 
arguments  on  the  general  fubje^t  of  the  Ame- 
rican difpute;  the  liiftoiy  of  the  colonifts  Aras 
traced  to  its  origin,  and  their  conftant  difpo- 
fition  to  factious  refiftance  clearly  demon- 
ftrated. 

Lord  Temple,  in  a  pathetic  and  judicious 
fpcech,  reprobated  the  intemperance  of  oppo* 
fition.  "  The  next  eafterly  wind,"  he  faid, 
"  will  carry  to  America  every  expreflion  ufcd 
''in  this  debate.  I  do  not  wilh  that  the  naked- 
nefs   and  weaknefs  of  my  country  fliould 

"  ftand 
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**  ftaml  confirmed  by  the  autUority  and  fane-   chap. 

'*  tion  of  left i monies  sfiven  in  this  houfc.     It  ^xvui, 

"  is  a  time  to  a^t,  not  talk:  much  ihould  he     '776. 

'*  done,   little  faid:  the  die  of  war  is  caft,   the 

"  fuord  is  drawn,  and  the  fcabhard  thrown 

*'  away."     Paft  experience   could  not  juftity 

confidence    in  adminiftration,    but  he  Would 

not,  by  declarini;  our  utter  inability  to  reduce 

the  Americans,  furnifii  a  golden  bridge  for  an 

ignominious,  ruinous,  and  difgraccful  peace. 

"  I  have  heard,"  he  faid,  *'  the  war  called  un- 

"  juft.     1  know  not  who  in  this  lioufe  has  a 

"  right  to  call  it  fo;  not  thole  who  voted  for 

"  the  declaratory  act;  thofe  only  who  denied 

"  our  right  of  taxation,  and  how  very  few  were 

*'  they.^     I  cannot  approve  of  recalling  troops, 

"  and  publilhing  the  terms  to  which  you  will 

"  vield,   till  there   is  reafonable  alfurance  of 

"  their  not  being  utterly  rejected.     Uncom- 

"  nion  fagacity  and  difcretion  are  neceffary  to 

**  the  attainment  of  what    all   muft  eagerlj- 

"  wifli :  when  the  happy  and  favourable  mo- 

"  ment  for  conciliation  ihall  arrive,   I  hope 

"  minifters  will  feize  it;  I  wilh  them  fuccefs: 

*'  atleaft,  atfuch  a  crifis,  I  will  not  hang  on 

*'  the  wheels  of  government,   rendering  that 

"  which  alreadv  is  but  too  difficult,  the  more 

"  imprai^icable."" 

The  rimtion  was  negatived"*  l>y  a  great  ma- 
jority :  the  propofed  addrefs  was  entered  on 
the  journals,  with  the  names  of  ten  peers  fub* 
fcribecl  protefti ng  againft  its  rejection;  l^ut 
afiigning  no  reafon. 

A  XEM'  debate  in  the  lioufe  of  commons  was  luhMar. 
occafioned  by  a  demand  of  845,  if)5/.  for  the  i>cbateon 
extraordinaries  of  laft  yCar,      Colonel  Barrc  txtvsM? 

I  Only  five.        n»  Lord  Temple  did  not  vote.  dinaric». 

»  100  to  3a, 

•  A  A  4  drew 
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CHAP,  drew  a  ludicrous  comparifon  between  the  camr 
-^^j;^^*  paign  of  Bimker*s  Hill  and  Lexington,  and  the 
177^-  glorious  exploits  of  the  immortal-Marl  borough; 
the  forcing  of  the  lines  thrown  up  by  a  mobiii 
a  fummer's  night,  was  oppofed  to  the  vi6lories 
of  Blenheim,  Schellenburgh,  the  conqueft  of 
Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  the  march  of  lord  Pe- 
terborough through  the  vaft  kingdom  of  Spain, 
and  the  impreflions  made  by  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond  at  Vigo  and  Port  St  Mary.  Myftic 
river  was  compared  to  the  Danube;  and  the 
operations  of  a  war  that  pervaded  half  Europe, 
and  in  which  a  Britifh  army  and  foreigners  in 
Britifli  pay,  aniounting  to  feventy  tboufand 
men,  rendered  the  power  and  glory  of  the  Bri- 
tifh arms  immortal,  was  balanced  againft  thofe 
carried  on  M'ithin  a  circuit  of  little  more  exr 
tent  than  the  fite  of  the  Britifh  metropolis. 
The  expence  of  the  former  did  not  exceed  two 
millions,  while  this,  including  the  expencesof 
the  fleet,  coll  nearlj^  three. 

Hopes    of  pacification    were  not  yet  rer 
nounced;  or  at  leaft,  the  members  of  oppofi^ 
tion  thought  proper  to  fortify  their  caufe,  and 
embarrafs  adminiftratjon,    by   prefenting  new 
projeds. 
i4ih  Mar.       The  dukc  of  Grafton  moved  for  an  addrefs, 
Scraf!^    befeeching  the  king  to   iflue  a  proclamation, 
ton's  con-    declaring,  that  if  the  colonies,  within  a  reafopr 
^m^^a^     able  time,  before  or  after  the  arrival  of  the 
non^  "      troops,  Ihould  prefent  a  petition  to  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  or  to  the  commiffioners  under 
the  late  ad,  fetting  forth  what  they  confidered 
their  juft  rights  and  real  grievances;  the  peti* 
tion  fliould  be  tranfmitted  to  hismajefty;  who 
would  confent  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms ;  and  to 
allure  them,  that  fucn  petition  fliould  be  re? 
ceived,  confidered,  and  anfwered, 

CpNff 


GEORGE    III.  361 

Contemplating  with  horror,  he  faid,  the  chap. 
confequences  of  the  bloody  conflift,  when,  on  ^^^JJ' 
whichever  fide  viftory  might  declare,  all  true     i??^* 
friends  of  their  country  would  have  melan- 
choly caiife  of  grief;  he  appealed  to  the  hu- 
inanity  of  the  houfe,  imploring  their  inter- 
ference to  avert  fuch  dire  calamities,  and  pre* 
vent  the  effufion  of  blood.     Since  the  do6lrine 
of  unconditional  fubmiffion  had  been  efpoufed. 
It  would  be  merely  equitable  to  let  the  Ame- 
ricans know  the  ultimatum  of  the   mother- 
country,  as  they  might  then  either  agree,  or 
rilk  the  confequences  of  refiftance. 

Examining  the  powers  of  conciliation 
granted  to  the  commiffioners,  and  comparing 
them  M'ith  the  king's  fpeech,  the  duke  profeffed 
himfelf  aftoniflied.  "  What  does  the  claufe  fay  ? 
"  Commiffioners  are  to  be  appointed  ;  and  that 
'*  is  all.  What  are  they  to  do  ?  To  receive 
"  fubmiffions.  Does  it  ftate  what,  or  provide 
"  for,  any  conditions?  Have  the  commiffioners 
"  power  to  make  conceffions  ?  Not  one :  the 
"  alternative  is  refiftance,  or  unconditional  fub- 
"  miffion ;  eternal  hoftility,  unlefs  America  Ihall 
"  inftantly  difann,  furrender,  andfubmit." 

Declining  to  enter  again  on  the  policy 
.of  the  conflift,  the  duke  thought  adminiftra- 
,  tion  ihould  poflTefs  full  and  unequivocal  proofs 
of  the  difpofition  of  foreign  nations,  before 
they  ruflied  into  a  civil  war.  Little  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  general  profeffions;  even 
confidential  engagements,  as  experience  had 
frequently  fhewn,  ferved  merely  to  amufe  and 
deceive-  France  and  Spain  were  colleding 
great  naval  and  military  forces  ;  and  in  the 
lafl;  fummer,  two  French  srentlemen  went  to 
America,  had  a  conference  with  Walhington 

at 
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crirAR   at  his  camp,  and   in  confequence  of  his  re- 

aracym   fcrence,  repaired  to  the  consyreft. 
»77i-  In  dehating  this  propofition,  great  latitude 

ofdifcuflion  wasaffumed;  lord  Mansfield  ob- 
ferved,  he  never  faw  it  carried  to  io  great  an 
extent ;  jilmoft  .every  matter,  conne^'teel  with 
the  affairs  of  America,  M'as  amply  invefti- 
gatcd. 

The  propofed  meafure  was  confidered  as  the 
oniy  one  M'hich  remained  to  extricate  the  coun^ 
try  from  the  inevitable  deftru6lion  attendant 
on  the  romantic  fyftem  of  conqueft  and  co- 
ercion, to  prevent  the  dire  confli6l  between 
refentment  and  defpair.  It  propofed  no  terms 
which  might  embarrafs  adminiftration,  not 
even  fuch  as  mutt  be  granted  in  terminating 
the  war ;  for  very  few  were  now  fo  fanguine 
•  as  to  expedl  that  America,  if  fubdiied,  could  be 
held  in  peaceable  fubjeflion,  under  the  exercife 
of  taxation.  The  only  plaufible  obje6tion  was 
faid  to  be,  that  by  receding,  (ireat  Britain 
would  encourage  America  to  advance  more 
extravagant  demands ;  but  even  iliould  Ame- 
rica not  be  fatisfied  without  abfolute  indepen- 
dency, the  real  grou^ul  of  the  quarrel  would 
be  clearly  and  definitively  undcrflood ;  the 
fentiments  of  all  parties  would  be  united  ;  ad- 
miniftration  would  acquire  ftability,  and  be 
enablefl  to  unfold  their  plan  of  operations ;  the 
.  only  fubjeft  of  debate  would  then  be,  whether 
it  were  beftto  conquer  or  abandon. 

To  urge  that  the  Americans  Ihould  not  be 
treated  with  while  armed,  was,  in  faft,  to  re* 
fufe  all  treaty :  for  a  whole  people,  engaged 
in  what  appeared  to  them  the  beft  of  caufes, 
who  had  aheatly  committed  themfelves  fo  far 
as  to  incur  the  cenfures  of  rcbeUion,  would 

not, 
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HOt,   while  they  retained  means  of  defence,    chap* 
forego  their  only  hope,    and    fubniit  uncon-   ^^J^ 
4itionally  to  thole  M'hom  they  accufed  of  in-      i77^« 
juring  and  opprcffing  them.    The  powers  grant*  ^ 

ed  by  the  late  aft  of  parliament  were  inade- 
quate to  the  commencement  of  a  treaty ;  the 
man  who,  under  fuch  authority,  fhould  make 
a  fingle  conceflion,  without  receiving  an  un-r 
conditional  fubmiflion  or  furrender,  would 
hazard  his  neck.  To  what  purpofe  then  fend 
out  commiflioners,  when  any  treaty  or  in- 
tercourfe  would  be  treafon  againft  the  king, 
the  ftate,  and  the  legiflative  rights  of  parlia- 
ment ?  The  people  of  America  were  declared 
rebels;  and  fo  defcribed  in  the  very  aft:  no 
power  could  accommodate  the  fubfifting  dif- 
putes,  but  that  which  announced  their  crime, 
unlefs  they  fubmitted  unconditionally ;  and 
this  was  the  real  objeft  in  view,  though  con- 
cealed under  the  flimfy  claufe  for  appointing 
commiflioners:  it  was  an  attempt  to  enlarge 
the  powers  of  the  crown,  under  pretext  of 
afferting  the  rights  of  parliament ;  but  parlia- 
ment was,  at  all  events,  to  be  difgraced. 

The  peers  in  adminiftration  avowed  a  refo- 
lution  not  to  ceafe  hoftilities  till  America 
ihould  fo  far  fubmit,  as  to  acknowledge  the 
fupreme  legiflative  authority:  fuch  M^as  the 
fubmiflion  they  required ;  nor  could  the  country 
M'ith  propriety  concede,  nor,  conliftently  with 
her  honour,  dignity,  or  moft  effential  interefts, 
difarm  or  fufpend  operations,  till  the  colonies 
acceded  to  this  principle,  and  by  afts  of  duty 
and  obedience,  entitled  themfelves  to  the  fa- 
vour and  proteftion  of  the  parent  ftate.  When 
the  repeal  of  the  taxes  of  1 767  was  in  agitation, 
America  having  queftioned  the  right,  it  was 
judged  expedient  to  retain  a  part  of  the  duties 

till 
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CHAP,  tin  that  principle  was  fully  recognized;  cdn-^ 

XXVIII.   ceffions  would  now  be  made  on  the  ground  of 

1776.     expediency  alone  ;  for  if  the  right  of  taxation 

were  furrendered,  every  other  beneficial  right 

of  fovereignty  would  vanifli,  and  a  total  dif- 

.   foliition  of  all  connection  with  America  niuft 

enfue ;  it  could  never  be  entirely  abandoned^ 

becaufe  effential  to  the  very  nature  and  exer- 

cife  of  civil  government. 

Ministers  had  been  willing  to  fuppofe  the 
diforders  local,  and  fomented  only  by  the  delu- 
live  arts  of  a  faclious  few ;  the  people  were  there- 
fore treated  with  kindnefs;  every  reafonable  in- 
dulgence granted,  and  even  their  prejudices  ac^ 
commodated.  In  return,  they  regarded  favours 
as  indications  of  national  imbecility ;  abufed 
lenity  and  liberality ;  and  imputed  humanity 
and  forbearance,  to  timid  backwardnefs,  and 
w- ant  of  ability  to  alfert  the  rights  of  the  nation. 
The  humanity,  equity,  and  policy,  profeffed 
by  the  mover,  would  be  beft  confulted  in 
fending  the  armaments  with  the  utmoft  expe- 
dition. Fear  might  exa6t  a  conduft,  which 
duty  or  obedience  failed  to  infoire,  and  thus 
thd  effufion  of  blood  M'ould  be  Ipared. 

Every  obje6t  propofed  by  parliament  (incc 
the  commencement  of  difputes,  would  be 
fruftrated  by  adopting  the  motion.  Britain 
would  become  the  jeft  of  Europe,  and  the  ridi^" 
culc  of  thofe  very  people  for  whom  the  benefit 
was  intended.  Without  the  hope  of  faving  a 
fl)illing  of  the  enonnous  expence  attending  the 
armaments,  Great  Britain  would  lofe  a  cam- 
paign, of  which  the  enemy  would  avail  them- 
felves,  and  the  next  fpring  the  fame  courfe  mull 
be  lenewed.  Nor  would  the  force  fent  out 
preclude  accommodation ;  it  might  reftore  the 
colonies  to  their  fenfes,  but  would  not  prevent 
v5?-  the 
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the  reception  of  terms  confiftent  with  the  dig-  chap, 
nity  of  pailiament,  and  rights  of  the  parent  xxvm. 
ftate.  ^      ^"T;;^ 

The  powers  granted  to  the  commanders  in 
chief,  or  commiflioners^  were  declared  to  be 
clear,  fufficient,  and  perfectly  confiftent  M'ilh 
the  king's  prerogative. 

An  attack  from  our  habitual  enemies  was 
confidered  chimerical.  Lord  Weymouth  offi- 
cially  affured  the  houfe,  that  at  no  time  wifhin 
his  knowledge  or  recolledion,  had  Great  Bri- 
tain lefs  realbn  to  be  jealous  or  fufpicious  of 
thofe  courts.  Miniftry  had  received  repeatetl 
affurances,  accompanied  by  unequivocal  proofs 
of  their  pacific  intentions ;  and  although  they 
(hould  entertiiin  fentiments  diametrically  oppo- 
fite,  it  was  not  in  their  power  to  involve  this 
country  in.  a  war,  or  impede  the  operations 
againft  the  colonies.  The  two  French  gentle- 
men who  vifited  Waihiugton,  and  proceeded 
to  Philadelphia,  were  travellers  aftuated  by  cu- 
rioiity,  or  traders  intent  on  mercantile  fpecu- 
latioiu 

Lord  Sandwich  ahly  vindicated  the  ftatc 
of  the  navy  from  feveral  objections,  general 
and  particular.  Lord  Hillfborough  explainexi 
andjuftified  his  tetter  to  the  American  gover- 
nors in  1769.,  Lord  Shelburne,  though  he 
Iboke  and  voted  in  oppofition,  difclaimed  the 
lentiments  of  his  aflbciates  with  refpecil  to  the 
king's  prerogative  of  employing  or  difpofing 
of  his  military  for ce.°     Lord  Dartmouth,  after 

obierving 

*  Lord  Shelbume*s  opinion  on  this  occafion  deferves  pnniaibr  no- 
tice :  he  faid,  *'  The  difpofition  of  the  army  in  particular,  1  predial 
'*  will  be  the  Cokitcc  of  great  doubt,  and  no  i'mall  contrariety  of  fenti* 
"  mcDt  both  here  and  in  America.  I  however  put  in  my  claim  to 
**  be  underftood,  as  by  no  means  giving  up  or  being  willing  to  le- 
**  linquifh  the  right  inherent  in  theibvert-ign,  of  oidcring,  diicclinsr, 
*'  and  Rationing  the  aimy  in  whatever  pait  of  the  eui]iire  he  may 

*«  thihlc 
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CHAP,  obfcrving  that  as  the  duke   of  Grafton  had 
xxviii.   framed  his  motion,  and  fupported  it  by  afgu-- 
1776.     nients  which  feenied  to  imply  an  alternative  of 
war,  for  the  purpofe  of  conqueft  or  uncondi- 
tional fub^miflion,  moved  the  previous  queftioii 
in  preference  to  a  direft  negative.     The  duke's 
motion  was  loft/  and  no  proteft  entered  on  the 
journals, 
tft  April.        M K.  Hartley,  afterwards,  prefented  to  thcf 
Mr.  Hart-   Jioufc  of  commons  the  form  of  an  addrefs  for 
^itiwir    empowering  the  commiflioners  to  ofter  to  the 
Americans  fomefpecific  line  of  rational  obedi- 
ence, inftead  of  unconditional  fubmiffion ;   to 
give  afliirance  of  redrefs  of  grievances,  with 
tull  fecurity  of  all  conftitutional  and  chaFtered 
rights,   and   to   iffue  a  proclamation  affuring 
them  of  being  placed  on  the  fame  footing  with 
Ireland,  in  regard  to  pecuniary  grants. 
lothMay.       Saw^b RIDGE,  wlio  had  fuccccded  Wilkcs  in 
1^^* ,       the  office  of  lord  mayor,  by  the  inftruftion  of 
TOtimi!      his  conftituents,  moved,  in  conformity  with  Mr. 
Hartley's  fuggeftion,  to  place  the  American 


*'  think  proper ;  and  I  confefs  it  is  with  no  fmall  aftoniflHnent  and 
**  uneafiaefsy  I  have  beard  dodrines  of  a  very  different  nature  main- 
*'  tained  within  this  houfe  by  feveial  lords,  wbofe  more  particular 
*'  bufinefs  it  is  to  watch  and  take  care  that  his  majefty*s  joft  prero- 
<<  gatives  be  maintained  entire  and  ondiminifhed  in  all  their  parts. 
«  f  particularly  allude  to  the  tranfaflions  in  Ireland,  and  the  Ian- 
*<  guage  held  by  the  parliament  of  that  kingdom.  When  I  hear  it 
<<  aflened  that  the  military  force  of  this  empire  is  to  be  divided  into 
*<  feparate  eftabtiihmentSy  not  under  the  immediate  controul  of  the 
"  fovereign  ;  when  I  hear  it  maintained  that  it  is  not  competent  for 
*'  his  majefty  to  fend  foreigners,  under  the  fan^ion  of  a  Britilh  par- 
**  liament,  into  any  part  of  the  empire,  for  its  particular  deftmcfi 
**  or  tor  the  iafety  of  the  whole  3  when  I  hear  that  a  certain  local  mi- 
**  litary  eftabli(hment  is  fixed,  and,  as  it  were»  locked  up  in  Ireland, 
<'  fo  as  not  to  be  called  forth,  as  the  exigences  of  affairs  may  le- 
**  quire  $  I  cannot  forget  my  duty  fo  much  as  to  be  filent,  and  not 
«  expreCs  my  moft  hearty  dilapprobation  of  doflrtncs  fo  derogatory 
"  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  the  controu ling  and  fupetin- 
«<  tending  power  of  the  Britifh  parliament.*' 
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colonifts  in  the  fame  fituation  as  the  people  of  chap. 
Ireland.  In  the  dehate  more  heat  than  judg-  ^j^J^ 
ment  was  difplayed :  Temple  LitttixfU  ftyled  »77^- 
the  king's  fpeech  a  fanguinary  parole,  the  mi- 
niftry  an  infernal  adminiftration,  and  declared 
he  fliould  in  future  confidcr  acquicfcence  and 
quietude  unworthy  of  a  BritUli  foul,  and  highly 
criminal.  Thalesof  Miletus,  one  of  the  feveu 
fages of  Greece,  he  faid,  had  obferved  that  of 
all  wild  beafts  the  Morll  Mas  a  tyrant ;  of  all 
tame  ones,  a  flatterer.  When  he  fmveved  h\s 
majcfty's  efficient  minifters,  his  domeftic  mi- 
nions, he  wiflied,  like  another  Orpheus,  to  play 
upafecond  dance  in  the  midft  of  this  mena- 
gerie, fo  as  to  feud  theui  fcamperiug  from  the 
rich  palhires  of  a  court,  to  their  native  tramon- 
tane faftnefles.  This  indecorous  and  pedantic 
ribaldry,  produced  only  fome  fmart  animad- 
verfions  from  Rigby,  and  the  motion  was  ne- 
gatived.* 

The  intelligence  received   from  America  Fox'smo- 
in  the  courfe  of  the  fcHion,  ffavc  rife  to  fcveral  l!?"^^  * 
motions    for  mquny   and  papers.      The    firft  of  inquiry. 
effort  was  made  by  Fox,  who,  aifuming  for  ar-  *®^^*  ^''**- 
gument,  that  the  principles  by  which  minifters 
were  actuated   were  pertWtly  julV,   contended 
that  their  mifnianao:ement  and  mifconductMere 
indifputable.       He   reviewed    hiftorically   the 
coacive  plan,    and    ])laced    in   the   ftrongeft 
lights,  what  he  ftyled  folly  in  the  cabinet,  ig- 
norance in  office,  inability  in  framins:,  and  niif- 
conduft   in  executing;  with  fuch  a  ihameful 
and  fervile  acquicfcence  in  parliaTueut,  as  never 
l>efore  diferaced   a  nation.      If  minifters  had 
planned  with   wifdom,   and  proportioned  the 
force  to  the  icrvice;  if  the  great   ollicers  in 
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CHAP,  indent  departments  had  a6led  ably  and  faitli-' 
XXVIII.  fully,  the  mifcarriages  might   be  defervedly 
^7^^^    imputed  to  the  naval  and  niilitary  commanders^ 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  latter  acquitted 
themielves  according  to  their  inilru6iions,  and 
carried  on  their  operations  in  proportion  to 
their  force,  it  was  no  lefs  plain,  that  the  caufc 
of  all  the  difgraces  which  the  Britifli  arms  had 
fufFered,  arole  from  ignorance  in  tbofe  who 
planned,  and  incapacity  and  want  of  integ- 
rity in  thofe  to  whom  the  execution  was,  in  the 
firll  inftance,  entrufted.     His  motion  was  for  a 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the  ill 
,  fuccefs  of  his  majefty's  arms,  and  the  defedion 
of  the  people  of  Quebec. 

The  chief  aim  of  oppofition  feems  to  have 
been  a  juftification  of  the  American  invalion  of 
Canada :  the  previous  queilion  was  moved  ear- 
ly in  the  debate.  The  principal  objections  to 
the  inquiry  were  the  unfitnefs  of  the  time,  the 
unfortunate  fituation  of  minifters,  who  had' 
preferred  trying  meafures  6f  lenity  to  abfolutc) 
force,  and  had  thus  afforded  the  Americans 
many  advantages.  A  powerful  fleet  and  army 
were  now  to  be  employed,  and  would  doubtle& 
crulh  the  rebellious,  or  bring  them  back  to  a 
proper  fenfe  of  duty.  The  minifter  appealed  to 
the  candour  and  recolle6lion  of  the  houfe :  no- 
thing had  been  traufa6ied  in  a  corner,  but 
openly,  and  under  the  fanftion  of  their  re- 
peated approbation.  It  was  not  candid,  in  an 
early  period  of  the  difpute,  to  ftate  objeftions 
againll  the  condudt  of  adminiftration,  which 
were  only  applicable  to  a  ftate  of  hoftility,  and 
open  rebellion ;  the  ground  was  changed,  and 
the  meafures  would  neceffarily  vary, 
Pox's  propolition  was  rejected/ 
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Is  this  Aftive  and  important  feffion,  oppor-.  chap. 
tunities  were  found  of  urgingr  other  topics  be-  ^2^^. 
fides  tiiofe  which  moft  intercftcd  the  nation.     i776» 
Bills  were  intl-oduced  for  the' improvement  of  {^l^'jj* 
police  and  focial  regulation,  and  the  relief  of  trinfac- 
infolvent  debtore.      Some  tranltictions  at  the  ^*®"*' 
late  general  eleftion,  which  were  difclofed  in 
confequence  of  the  petition  of  Mr.  Mortimer 
againft  the  return   for   Shafteibury,   afforded 
grounds  for  new  fpeculations  on  the  fubjeft  of 
reprefentation.     SaAvbridge  made  his   annual  ^*Mar. 
motion  refpefting  the  duration  of  parliament,  Apii?.^ 
and  Wilkes,  belidcs  his  accuftomed  attempt  to 
rcverfe  the  decifion  on  the  Middlefex  eleftion,  *iftMar. 
brought    forward  a  projedl  of  parliamentary 
refonn. 

He  explained,  as  his  general  outline,  that  Wiikci'f 
every  free  agent  in  the  kingdom  fliould  be  re-  JJ^°efon^^f 
prefcnted  in  the  fenate ;  that  the  metropolis,  parliament, 
which  contains  a  ninth  part  of  the  popidation, 
and  the  counties  of  Aliddlefex,  York,  and 
others,  which  abound  with  inhabitants,  ihould 
receive  an  increafe  in  their  reprefentation ;  that 
the  mean  and  infignificant  boroughs,  fo  empha- 
tically ftyled  the  "  rotten  part  of  the  conftitu- 
'^  tion,"  ihould  be  lopped  off,  and  the  eleftors 
thrown  into  the  counties;  and  the  rich,  popu- 
lous trading  towns,  fuch  as  Birmingham,  Man- 
chcfler,  Shetheld,  and  Leeds,  be  permitted  to 
fcnd  deputies  to  the  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion. The  long  fpecch  which  recommended 
this  crude  propofal,  was  replete  with  ribaldry 
and  inveftive,  and  the  motion  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
lion. 

The  lords  were  occupied  on  the  trial  of  the  J?^^^P^»^• 
duchefs  of  Kingfton  for  bigamy;  flie  Avas  found  the  duchefa 
guilty ;  but  being  exempted  by  the  privilege  of  of  King. 
-  VOL.  II.  B  JB  peerage  ^"* 
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peerage  from  corporeal  puntilmieftt^  Wu  dif- 
charged  on  paying  the  fee?. 

AiTHOUOH  the  afFan*s  of  America  had  been 
fo  abundantly  difcufled  during  the  feflion,  an 
inelFeAual  attempt  was  made  By  general  Con*^ 
way,  on  the  day  previous  to  the  prorogation, 
to  cariy  a  motion  for  fubmitting  to  tlie  infpec* 
tion  of  the  honfe  the  pacific  authorities  with 
which  the  commiffioners  were  invefted;  and 
when  the  king  was  expeded  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  Mr.  Hartley  proffered  a  motion,  which 
was  negatived,  for  an  addrefs  that  parliament 
might  not  be  prorogued,  but  continue  fitting 
by  adjournments  during  the  fummer,  that  they 
might  be  ready  to  receive  information,  and  pro- 
vide  at  the  earlieil  moment  for  every  import- 
ant event. 

In  teiminating  the  feffion,  the  king  repre* 
fented  the, country  as  engaged  in  a  great  na- 
tional caufe,  the  proiecution  of  which  muft 
inevitably  be  attended  with  many  difficulties 
istd  much  expence ;  but  confidering  that  the 
effential  rights  and  interefts  of  the  whole  em- 
pire were  deeply  concerned  in  the  iffue,  and  no 
iafety  or  fecurity  conld  be  found  but  in  the 
•eouilitutional  fubordination  contended  for,  no 
price  could  be  too  high  in  the  prefervation  of 
fttch  objeAs^  He  flill  entertained  hopes  that 
hrs  rebellious  fubjects  might  be  awakened  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  errors,  and,  bya  voluntary  return 
to  duty,  juftify  him  in  bringing  about  the  fe- 
roiirite  wifh  of  his  heart,  the  refioration  of 
harmony,  and  rcrefiablifhment  of  order  and 
happinels  in  every  part  of  his  dominions. 

His  majefty  alfo  informed  parliament,  that 
no  alteration  had  happened  in  the  fiate  of 
foreign  affairs  fince  their  meeting,  and  dwelt 
with  pleafure  on  the  aflurances  be  had  received 

of 
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of  the  difpofitions  of  the  European  powers,  C^fAft 
which  promifed  a  continuance  of  the  general  ^^' 
tranquillity.  «77^» 

To  place  implicit  belief  in  thefe  promiC!ps  or  View  of 
appearances,  at  a  moment  when  Great  Britain  J^^*^ 
iras  engaging  in  a  formidable  and  extenfive  poikict«f 
civil  war,  would  perhaps  have  been  extremely  <o«iga 
ittipf  tidenL    The  aflurances  of  foreign  nations  **™"'^ 
towards  an  envied  and  hated  p6litical  rival 
can  never  infpire  unlimited  confidence,  and 
they  were  rpidered  fuipicious  by  the  pofiti\>;^ 
boaft  of  the  Americans  that  it  was  in  their 
power  to  obtain  foffeijgn  affiftance.     The  tri- 
umphant conclulion  ofthe  laft  war,  fo  mortify- 
tttg  to  the  pride  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  ren- 
dered it  probable,  that  the  courts   of  Franct 
and  Spain^  rejoicing  in  the   prevailing  mif> 
underilanding  between  Great  Britain  dud  her 
colonies,  would  by  all  indire£);  means  foment 
and  encourage  them ;  and  perhaps,  fhould  hof- 
tilities  be  long  protracted,  take  an  a6tive  ihare. 
There  was,  however,  no  immediate  profpeft  of 
A  rupture.      The  -impreflion  made  during  the 
laft  war,  proving  the  inefficiency  of  the  f^ily 
compact,  was  not  likehr  to  be  foon  removed: 
nor  did  the  profpe^  or  taking  arms  in  favour 
ofthe  American  infurgents  tender  any  lure  of 
advantage  to  induce  the  natural  enemies  of 
Great  Britain  willingly  to  engage  in  the  con- 
tfii      No  indetpnities  coul^   be  offered,  no 
hopes  of  aggrandizement  were  prefented ;  and 
iiotwithftanding  the  flattering  profped);  of  hum. 
bling  a  haughty  rival,  the  inclination  woul 
be  reprefled  by  confidering  ^hat  reconciliatioti 
was  not  yet  defperate,  and  in  fucb  an  event, 
4he  officious  int<ermeddlers  would  be  left  uny 
fupported  to  fu (lain  the  combined  refentment 
Qi  both,     A  fudden  junft^on  of  France  or 
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QHAPi  Spain  with  the  Americans  was  not  to  be  dread- 
^^^'  ed,  as  whatever  might  be  their  inclination, 
common  prudence  would  dilate  reftraint,  or. 
atfartheft  limit  them  to  mere  covert  orequivo^ 
cal  afliftance,  till  the  refources  and  ftrength  of 
each  party  were  fully  tried,  and  the  breach 
become  irreparable. 
France.  NoH  did  the  peculiar  ftate  of  either  country 

/   fumifli  reafons  for  expecting  tlie  commence- 
ment of  hoftilities.    Thc.laft  years  of  Louis  XV, 
were  marked  with  the  weaknefs  and  violence  of 
a  poor,  proud,  and  tyrannic  g;overnment.     The 
acceflion  of  his  grandfot  Louis  XVI,*  was  hail- 
ed as  an  event  promifing  the  moft  beneficial 
events  to  the  nation.     His  amiable  youth,  in- 
tegrity of  charaAer,  anil  love  of  virtue,  infpired 
fauguine  hopes  of  a  profperous  reign ;  his  mar- 
riage with  Marie  Antoinette  of  Auftria,  daugh- 
ter of  the  emprefs  ciueeu  Maria  Therefa,  and 
fifter  to  the  emj)eror  of  Germany,  was  regarded 
as  the  means  of  extinguiihing  the  inveterate 
animofity  which  had  fo  long  rent  France  and 
Auftria,  and  both  king  and  queen  were  the  ob- 
jects of  popular  adoration.     Louis  removed  an 
odious  adininiUration,  re-initated  the   parlia- 
ments fuppreifcd   by   the  late  king,   exerted 
his  efforts  to  relieve  the  diftrefs  occafioned 
by  a  fcarcity  of  grain,  and  lli^wed  a  mer- 
ciful  mind  in  the  alterations  of  penal  laws. 
The  friendly  difpofition  of  the  French  govern- 
ment towards  Great  Britain  had  been  unequi- 
vocally demonftrated,  and  tlie  expedation  that 
fuccour  would  be  attbrded  to  the  Americans 
was  fupprefled  by  an  edift  prohibiting  all  in- 
tercourie  with  them.*      Oppoiition,  however, 
in  the  late  feffion  of  parliament,  reafoning  as 

•  loth  May  I774*  •  lu  April  1775.  j 

well 
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well  from  general  fyflem  as  from  information  chap. 
which  they  profeHed  to  have  received,  often  xxviii. 
confidered  the  interference  of  France  as  certain. 
Tlie  idea  of  foreign  danger,  it  was  obferved, 
might  be  thought  vifionarj%  but  France  and 
Spain  were  both  arming,  and  could  not,  in 
faft,  avail  themfelves  of  a  better  opportunity. 
The  French  miniftry  was  changed,  and  the 
queen,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  great  influ* 
ence  in  that  event,  was  alleged  to  be  biafled 
by  Choifeul,  the  lover  of  war,  and  the  great 
enemy  of  Britain." 

The  armaments  which  excited  fo  much 
jealoufy  were  alleged,  on  the  other  hand,  to 
be  for  the  purpofe  of  defence,  and  in  tlie  view 
of  aflifting  Spain  againft  the  Algerines,  or 
againft  Portugal,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  family  compaft.  The  influence  of  the 
queen  M'^as  not  extenfive,  being  countera^d 
l)y  that  of  the  king's  aunts,  who  were  decidedly 
inimical  to  Choifeul ;  and  the  firft  appoint- 
ment of  miuiilers,  both  domeftic  and  toreign^ 
gave  fuiprize  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  who  law 
silmoft  every  individual  whom  the  queen  was 
fuppofed  to  favour,  and  whofe  nomination 
would  have  been  agreeable  to  her  mother,  ex- 
cluded from  the  cabinet. 

.  Spain,  polfefling  immenfeand  valuable  fet-  Spaia, 
tlements  in  South  America,  could  not,  on  any 
principle  of  found  policy,  be  fuppofed  capable 
of  fomenting  and  abetting  the  rebellion  of  ad* 
jacent  colonies ;  and  the  Britilh  miniftry,  con- 
fidently relying  on  the  cffeAs  of  force  in 
fpeedily  reducing  the  infurgents  to  fubmiffion; 
uirveyed  without  alarm  thofe  circumftances  on 

-    *  See  general  Coaway>  fpeech  in  the  hcuCt  of  coimiM>as»  sid 
May,  1776.  '^T 
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CUA.T.  which  oppoiition  founded  the  moft  ommoug 

*^^^*  forebodings. 

Aoftria.  Ckr H E  R  powers,  whofe  immediate  interference 
in  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  was  not  expe^ 
ed,  regarded  the  American  conteft  with  a  de«- 
gree  of  intereft  futted  to  the  magnitude  and 
novelty  of  the  crifis,  and  with  {n<n\  f^ntiments 
as  their  attachment  to,  or  hatred  of,  the  Britifli 
.government  fuggefted.  The  people  in  moft 
countries  appeared  to  participate  in  fentiments 
ivitfa  the  Americans;  but  the  fovereigns  in 
general,  iliewed  no  difpofition  to  &ndion,  by 
uieir  approbation,  a  mode  of  conduA  &>  ruinous 
to  the  mterefts  of  every  government.  The  em* 
peror,  Jofeph  IL  ffaewed  dignified  magnanimity 
ra  giving  at  once  a  decidra  reproof  to  all  who 
expo&ed  that  he  fbouid  favour,  even  by  tacit 
compliances^  the  caufe  of  infurre^on.  The 
ports  of  the  low  countries  wereihut  againft 
the  veffels  of  America,  and  all  intercourie  with 
them  ilri6Uy  prohibited.  At  an  audience  ob* 
tained  by  the  Britiih  embaflador,  the  esiperor 
txpre^ed,  in  the  ftronc^eft  manner,  \ui  opinion 
of  the  juftice  of  the  EhgUfli  proceedings,  his 
high  fenfe  of  the  perfonal  worth  of  the  king» 
and  a  convi6tion  that  fuccefs  in  reclucing  tte 
Americans  was  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
all  the  regular  governments  in  Europe.  '^Th^ 
^^  .eaufe  in  which  the  king  is  engaged/'  he 
feid,  "  is,  in  fa61;,  the  caufe  of  all  fovereigna^ 
^^  who  have  a  joint  intereft  in  the  maia- 
^^  tenance  of  a  juil  fubordination  and  obe«^ 
^  dience  to  law,  in  all  the  monarchies  which 
f'  furround  them/  He  faw  wHh  pdeafure  the 
^'  vigorovs   exertions    of   national  firengti} 

'  «  ConfaimMe  to  AUfentinfent  ftiheopKiSon  rdaced  l^fV. 
MboiVy  <*  Jt  )uis  par  Metier  royalifte,**  View  of  Society  tad  Ata* 
9fir»  in  France,  kc,  ▼•  it,  leC^er  ^, 

"  vhicl^ 


^*  Mrfiich  tlie  king  was  employ ing,  to  reduce  c  h  ap. 
**  his  rebellious  fubje^s,  and  fincerely  wiilied  '^^^^' 
"  fuccefs  to  thofe  meafures.'*  The  efiupcels 
queen  cxpreffed,  with  no  lefs  warmth,  her  cleter- 
mkiation  to  maintain  the  good  underftanding 
between  the  two  crowns,  and  to  prohibit  ail 
tranfadions  by  which  her  fubje6ls^ould  feem 
to  afford  afliftance  to  the  colonies,  or  give 
umbrage  to  the  king.  She  had  a  high  efteem, 
tfhe  faid,  for  the  king's  principles  of  govern* 
Itient,  afmcere  veneration  for  his  political  cfaa« 
rader,  and  hearty  defire  to  fee  obedience  and 
tranquillity  reftored  to  every  quarter  of  \fls 
dominions.  Her  friendiliip  for  the  king,  and 
bereditary  afife&ion  for  tlie  royal  ^mily^ 
had  never  abated,  though  a  difference  in 
political  opinions,  the  fource  of  which  ihe 
could  not  help  attributing  to  the  kin?  of 
Pruflia,  had,  for  a  confiderable  time,  diminiihe4 
the  importunities  of  an  interchange  of  good 
offices.^ 

The  king  of  FruiTia,  retaining  bis  original  PraUk 
l^fentment  for  the  lofs  of  his  fubfidy,  unequi- 
vocally  difanproved  the  conduct  of  adminiitr^<* 
iion,  though  he  did  not  affed  to  juftify  the 
Americans,  or  to  Avifh  the  ultimate  faihire,of 
the  mother -country.  ^^  It  was  a  difficult 
**  thing,"  he  faid,  in  a  converfation  M'ith  fom$ 
Englifli  gentlemen,  ''  to  irovern  men  by  force 
^'  at  fuch  a  diftance ;  if  we  Americans  ihould 
**  be  beat,  which  appeared  a  little  problepiatiT 
^'  cd,  fiill  it  would  be  next  to  impoilible  to 
^  continue  to  draw  from  them  a  revenue  by 
^'  taxation :  if  you  intend  conciliation,"  he 
added,  "  fome  of  your  mtafures  are  too  rpugh  ; 
^*  wdj  if  £ulx|edion,   too  geutle.    In  ibort) 

7  From  private  infermatioa. 
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CHAP.  **  I  do  not  underftand  thefe  matters ;  I  have 
j^2^^J|^*  "  no  colonies.  I  hope  you  will  extricate 
"  yourfelves  advantageoully,  but  I  own  the 
"  affair  feems  rather  perplexing."*  Frederick 
could  not  by  aftive  interlerence  influence  the 
difpute,  and  tlie  habitual  jealoufy  betweeil 
his  court,  .and  that  of  Vienna,  operated  as  a 
conftant  reftraint ;  but  he  was  engaged  in 
fecret  intrigues  in  every  quarter,  to  counteract 
the  interelts,  and  enibarrafs .  the  government 
of  Great  Britain.* 

In 

*  MooiVs  View,  &c.  v.  ii.  letter  75. 

*  In  the  '^ works  of  the  king  of  Pniflja,  the  affairs  of  England  are 
treated  in  a  manner  which  dliplays  at  onctf  the  igntrancey  maliccy  and 
prefumpiion^  of  the  writer.  He  was  from  the  bcgiriniog  oi  th^  gre- 
fent  reign  intircly  unacquainted  with  the  politics  of  Great  Britain, 
and  viewed  the  condu£):  of  its  fovcreign  and  minifters  only  throogh 
the  medium  of  refeninient  and  prejudice.  It  is  fit  tlie  *wboU  CKtxSEk 
pDHtaining  his  opinions  on  the  origin  and  condu£^  of  the  American 
war  (hould  be  given,  that  the  reader  may  judge  how  little  reliance 
can  be  placed  on  the  information  of  .this  royal  philoibpber,  in  msltters 
not  immediately  fubje6l  to  his  own  infpc^ion.  After  tlifcuifing 
the  ftate  of  France  in  1775,  he  fays,  that  from  a  conlUnt  fpirit  oF 
rivalihip  with  Engbnd,  (he  faw  with  pkafure  the  rifmg  troubles 
in  the  American  colonies^  encouraged,  undti  hapd,  the  fpirit  of  re^ 
volt)  and  animated  the  Americans  to  maintain  their  right»  againft 
the  defpotifm  which  George  III.  was  endcavoarincr  to  eftablitn,  by 
^hibiiing  a  profpe6l  of  fuccoOrs  to  be  expe£Ved  m>m  ti)e  friendihip 
of  the  moft  Chrilti.in  King.  "  The  court  of  Londpo,'*  he  pro- 
ceeds, ^*  exhibits  a  pi6lure  totally  different  firom  that  v^  have  been 
*<  (kctching.  Bute,  the  Scotchman,  governs  the  kiog  and  realm : 
**  like  thole  evil  working  fpirits  who  are  always  talked  of,  but  never 
'<  feen,  he  flirouds  himfclf,  as  well  as  his  operations,  in  impenetrable 
**  obfcurity;  his  cmiflTanes,  his  creatures;  ere  the  fprings  with 
**  virhich  he  moves,  at  his  pleafure,  tlie  political  machine.  His  poK- 
•*  tical  fyftem  is  that  oi'  the  ancient  tories,  who  maintain  that  it  is 
«  effcntial  to  the  welfare  of  England  that  the  king  fhould  be  invefted 
'*'  with  defpotic  authority,  and  that,  far  from  cimtra&it^  alSoMCis 
.</  <witbtbe  continental  foyjer St  Qreat  BritMn  Jbould  Uinit  berfeU'foU^ 
••  to  the  extenfim  ofhet  lommercial  advantagts*  Paru^  in  bis  am- 
"*'  templation^  is  nubat  Cartbage  *was  'to  Catdtbe  Cenfthr.  ,  Buie^  tf 

it  <were  in  bis  poiver,  and  be  could  coUe3,  tbenif  tvonid  defirvf  in 

one  day  erU  tbe  Jhips  of  France,     Imperious   apd  harih  in   his  go- 

yermrent,  little  ioiicitoos  in  the  choiceof  meanay  his  aukwardneifs 

**  in  the  condu^  of  affairs  is  fuperior  even  to  bis  obftinancy.    This 

**  minifier,  to  accompliOi  his  grand  views,  be^n  by  introducing  cor- 

"  ruptiofi  in  the  hoiiie  of  commons.    A  milliott  fterlingy  which  die 

*  *    >  •/  nation 
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In  England,  however,  the  Americans  had  c 
their  moft  powerful  and  aftive  allies  :  the  profs  J^^^j? 
teemed  with  publications  favourable  to  their     47761. 
caufe;    the  diffenters    generally    declared    in  fjjf*^^ 
their  favour ;  and  all  tlie  zeal  and  artifice  of  in  Eng* 
faftion  were  employed  in  augmenting  the  tium-  **"**• 
ber  of  their  adherents. 

The  moft  confpicuous  publication  in  theit  Dr.  Price's 
intereft   was   from   the    pen  of  Dr.   Richard  ^^^' 
Price,  an  eminent  diflenting  minifter,  called, 
"  Obfervations  on  the  Nature  of  Civil  Li- 
"  berty,   tlie  Principles  of  Government,  and 
"  the  Juftice  and   Policy   of  tlie  War  with 

"  America ; 


"  nation  annually  pays  the  king  for  the  inairitenance  of  hit  civil  \lStp 

*•  was  hardly  fufficient  to  gratify  the  vcnatity  of  the  members  of 

*'  parliasMAt.    Tliis  itiniy  intencled  for  the  cjcpences  of  the  ro^ 

**  fainily,  thecc^urt^  and  embaiiiesy  was  annually  employed  in  Aru^ 

"  pins  the,  nation  of  its  energy ;  G corgi  III,  had  nothing  left  for  his 

*<  fii3l^itnci4  mtd  4bejkff9rt  oftbi  royttl  Mgnity  at  London,  hut  ^S^ 

<'  bimdted  ifoi^at^  irtwhu,  wSifb  it  drew  from  Ms  eUS^r^  $f 

*'  Hastover.  *  The  EngUfh  nation,  degraiied  by  its  foverrign  himfeif* 

f*  appeared  to  have  no  will  but  his ;  but  as  if  all  thefe  provoc^ 

"  tions  -were  not  fufficient,  lord  Bute  attempted  a  more  bold  and 

**  dedHve  blow,  for  the  cftabli/hment  of  the  defpotifm  he  bad  Hi 

'*  view ;  he  induced  the  king  to  tax,  by  arbitrary  impefts,  the  Amers^ 

f<  can  colonies,  as  well  for  the  augmentation,  of  his  revenues,  aa  tm 

**  eftablifli  a  precedent  which  in  a  courfe  of  time  might  be  imitated 

"  in  Great  Britain }  but  we  ihall  fee  that  the  consequences  of  this  aft 

"  of  defpotifm  did  iiot  anfwer  his  expectations.    The  Americans^ 

**  whom  England  had  not  condefcended  to  corrupt^  openly  oppofed 

**  this  taxation,  fo  repugnant  to  their  riehts,  their  cuftoms,  and 

"  above  all,  to  the  liberties  they  had  enjoyed  fince  their  firft  eftablifli- 

**  nient.     A  prudent  government  would  have  baftencd  to  appeaft 

"  tbcTe  rifing  troubles,  but  the  Englifh  minifti*y  wei*e  guided  by 

*'  other  principles }  they  ftirred  up  new  commotions  with  the  colo- 

**•  niesy  on  aecount  of  the  merchants  who  monopolized  certain  £aft 

**  Indian  merchandizes,  which  they  wanted  to  compel  the  Ameri- 

^  cans  to  purchafe.    The  harihnefs   and  violence  of  thefe    pro-       177$* 

**  ceedings,  completely  roufed  the  Americans  j  they  held  a  conr 

^*  grefs  at  Philaudelphia,  where,  renouncing  the  yoke  of  England^ 

<<  now  become  infupportablc,  they  declanKl  themfelves  free  ana 

<'  independent.    From  this  time  we  fee  Great  Briuin  ehsaged  in 

**  a  ym  with  ber  colonies :  but  if  lord  Bute  (hewed  himlelfinexr 

**  pert  in  the  condo^  of  this  affair,  he  appesCred  ftill  noore  fo  when 

(f  the  ffU  began.    He  (iniply  (bmunuKt)  imagiafd  that  feven 

"^  •  Mthouiaiid 
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jtHAT.  ''^  Averiet ;  an4  a  State  of  th^  National 
Jora.  «  Debt,  (in  Eftimate  of  the  Money  drawii 
^fj^  "  fiom  tbe  Public  by  Taxes,  and  ^n  Account 
"  of  the  National  Income  and  Exp^ndi- 
'^  ture  fince  the  laft  War."  Pfooeeding  to 
t}|e  f|uU  i^xtent)  or  rather  exceeding  the  limits 
marked  out  in  this  ample  title,  iJne  author 
^iidioufiy  endeavoured  to  depreciate  every  part 
fif  the  Englifli  goyernmeot,  and  extol  the 
%^irit  which  engendered  the  American  revolt. 
JRis  means  were  fimple  and  uniformly  applied. 
In  fpeaking  of  Eii^gland,  he  never  afltimed  a 
gfismd  or  expanfive  view  of  the  con&itutiofn 
fif  government;  but  guided  the  attention  of 
the  reader  to  fome  ifolated  part,  fome  folitary 
propofition,  which  being  taken  feparately  from 
|t$  mtimate  conne6tion3  and  relatM>ns»  afforded 
{^hjG6t  of  exaggerated  cenfufe,  or  uniqualified 
^ifreprefentation*  In  fpeaking  of  America, 
4Mi  the  contrary,  he  rarely  defceuided  ti^  par- 
ticulars, byt  took  a&  exteniive  Va^ge  among 

ymt  ■    I       II    !■«    ■    m  ^iMi-  ■.■■■■(      »       im     !H*'    ■         ..  ^.  —    ■  ■  — 

4<  ilioiiiMI  ft||ul«r  troops  were  fiiffieient  for-  t4ic  fabji^tion  of 
^  Amerkft,  ami  as  be  was  not  quite  fo  goo4  a  c«lciilat9r  as  New** 
^  40ii»  lie  was  always  de^eiyed.  General  Wafliington,  nrhom  at 
*  ^  Xondds  tiic^  #Hcdihe  leader  of  the  rebds,  obtidiied»  at  the  be* 
*  pnning  of  notilities,  fome  advantages  over  tbe  roynlifts  aflem- 
#*  bled  near  Bofton.  The  kmg,  who  expcftcd  to  hear  of  viMoneSv 
**  waa  fiirprized  at  tbe  news  of  thta  cbeck,  and  the  governinent 
^  was  obfigtd  to  ehjuise  hs  mealuret .**  See  CSurres  complettes 
4lt  Frederick  H.  Roi  de  Pniffe,  v.  iv.  Tit  Memoires  de  puis  ui  Paix 
ie  Hobevtftiourg  9763,  jufqu*!  la  im  do  Partage  de  la  Pologae  en  • 
l775,Ch.  lY.  The  extra^,  given  without  fiippfe(lon>  a<lditiQD» 
«r  faliification,  will  fufficxeutly  fbew  how  little  the  author  underftood 
«b«  kiltory,  goYemment,  and  |>oIirfcs  of  England,  ft  muft  excite 
91  imrle  to  imagine  the  furprize  of  an  £ngli£  reader  who  talres  ibefe 
tfcmgs  for  true,  at  Ending  the  fyftem  of  /crti  ^ute  and  the  t^riu  ia 
confident  witb  bis  own  prejudices,  and  at  b^ing  that  tbe  (blen* 

rr  of  tb^  Britifh  eourt  was  fupported  hy  a  sevenpe  der\Ted  from 
Ele£ierate  of  Hanover.  It  would  bt  a  wj^fte  of  .aitidfm  to 
«xpo(e  the  hiftorteal  and  cbronplogical  errors  in  this  Qctra6l^  or  ta 
expatiate  on  ^  impadence  or  ipah'Mtnce  bjr  which  it  it  dic« 
«ned« 

abftrad 
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tbftraA  principleft,  and  treated  goremmeiit,  ckaf« 
liberty,  and  colonintion,  not  as  pra&ical  to*  ^^^^J^ 
pics,  but  as  fubjefts  of  theoretical  examination*  X77^ 
His  work  is  written  with  all  the  art  of  pro* 
found  premeditatbn,  and  all  the^faeat  of  uii** 
extinguiihable  anknoiity  againfl  the  govern^ 
jnent  of  Great  Britain.  Many  publications 
appeared  on  the  other  iide  from  the  mofl  pens,^ 
bat  Dr.  Price's  pamphlet,  though  now  de-* 
fisTvedly  reprobated,  was  extolled  by  the  cla« 
mour  of  party,  as  it  afforded  topics  till  theo 
not  much  relied  on  for  juftifying  the  Ame^ 
ricans,  not  only  in  their  prefent  proceedings^ 
but  as  to  their  fxirther  intentions,  whether  dire^* 
ed  to  independence  or  foreign  allianoe.  The 
author  received  tbe  utmoft  peifonal  \homage  it$f0c^ 
which  party  could  beftow ;  to  him  was  attri** 
1>uted  the  praife  of  ihewing  that  the  national 
credit  was  precarious,  and  exciting  diflruft 
by  the  manner  in  which  he  treated  of  the  loans 
qjade  from  the  bank  to  government.  His 
effay  was  circulated  with  profuiion  and  in- 
dufiry,  and  beiAg  tranflatea  into  the  Dutch 
language,  was  funpofed  to  inflttence  the  Hol- 
landers in  withholding  their  property  from  the 
Britifli  funds.*  It  was  often  triumphantly 
quoted  in  parliament :  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
complimented  the  author  in  perfon,*  and  the  *^  *^ 

^  Amoag  the  noil  confpiciiottt  of  tbefe  may  be  t nomer^lejjt 
Taxation  no  Tjranmr,  by  Dr.  Johnibn :  the  AdminiilTatioQ  «^ 
Ae  Brittti  ColooM8»  oy  fofcmor  Povmall  t  iSraeraliDEGdttcpt  tttB» 
by  J>r.  TMcte*  t  aa4  tbe  lUghts  of  Gm^  Bntm  affemdt.bjraa 
aMmymout  wrker* 

«  Seelfiftory  of TordNordiH  admtniftratioii,  p*  132. 

^  Tbtf  duke  of  Cumberland,  ieeingDr.  price  m  an  aotirchamber 
is  the  bgufe  of  loads,  epiprtftd  bia  approbation  o£  tbe  tnatife  nrbidk 
be  had  joft  then  piibU{iedt  adding;  t})at  lie  bad  fat  uj»  fo  lata  tbt 
btt^^  before  to  read  it,  that  it  had  admoft  blinded  him.'  Dunning 
aMbredy  helmwfe^  hk  niyal  bighnda  fbonM  be  lb  afbaed  ^ 

^  ^9^  «^^  bad  tpcped  tba  ^«a  of  the  gnea^ft  fait  fif  dM 
^taom 

common 
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CHAP,  conmaonccninfcil  in  London  voted  him  thanks^ 
\^^^  and  prefented   the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a 

i776«     golden  box. 
He-efta-         Yet   thcfc  effc6t&   wfre   not  of  confider- 
rfSaiu^'    able  duration ;   applaufe  often  repeated  grew 
QuiUityin    languid,    and    ceafcd    to    gratify,    even,  the 
™*^*'y*      zeal  of  party;  and  whatever  temporary  alarm 
might  have  been  excited,  foon  fuhfided  in  the 
calm  of  experienced   fecurity.      The  city  of 
London  was  daily  recovering  from  the  difeafe 
of  fa6Uoufnef$,  wliich  had  fo  long  raged  with- 
out controul.     All  the  ettbrts  of  two  fucceflive 
lord  mayors,  Wilkes,  and  Sawbridge,  were  in- 
fufficient  to  keep  up,  to  the  delired  height, 
iiA  June,  the  frenzy  of  fafition,     Wilkes,  twice  foiled  in 
.     ,  .    an  attempt  to  be  elefted  chamberlain,  vented 
his  fplecn  in  a  fevere  in ve6live  againil  the  whole 
corporation.     *'  By  the  late  tranfaAions,"  he 
faid,   "  the  moment  feems  at  length  arrived,  fo 
"  ardently  Aviflied  bv,  everv  arbitrary  adrai- 
^^  fiiftration,    when  a  majority  of  the  livery 
appear    to   have  fold   and  furrendered  the 
capital  to  the  miniftry.     By  the. creation  of 
"  fo  many  unoeceflaiy  lucrative  offices,  the 
*'  divifion  and  fubdivifion  of  contracts,    the 
^'  threats  of  the  opident  and  infolent  to  ne- 
•'  ceffitous  and  dependent  tradefmen,  and  all 
"the  captious  promifes  of  power,  the  greater 
"  number  of  the  livery  feem  at  prefent  either 
V  lulled  into  fupinenefs  and  a  fatal  fecurity, 
"  or  enrolled  among  the  mercenaries  of  cor- 
ruption tind  dcfpotifmj   no  longer  worthy 
the  name  of  freemen,   they  are  funk  into 
tame,  mean  vaffals,  ignominioufly  courting, 
*^  and  bowing  their  .necks  to,  the  minifterial 
*'  yoke.     Such,  it  gives  me  pain  to  think,  is 
"  the  faithful,  but  melancholy  pidure  of  this 
*^  once  free  and  independent  city.    All  public 
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fpirit  in  the    capital    is   vifibly  decaying,  chap. 
anil  that  item,  manly  virtue  of  our  fathers,   xxvm. 
"  which  drove  from  this  land  of  freedom  the     177^. 
laft  Stuart  tyrant,  is  held  in  contempt  by 
their  abondoned  offspring.      A  diffolutioa 
**  of  the  empire,  ruin,  and  flavery,  are,  I  fear, 
advancing  with  giant  ftrides  upon  us.     We 
are  ripe  for  deftruftion.     If  we  are  faved, 
it  will  be  almoft  folely  by  the  courage  and 
noble  fpirit  of  our  American  brethren,  whom 
**  neither  the    luxuries  of  a   court,   nor  the 
"  fordid  luft  of  avarice  in  a  rapacious  and 
"  venal  metropoUs,  have  hitherto  corrupted*" 
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CHAPTER   THE   TWENTY-NiNTH: 

1775— 1776— 17?7. 

Tranjactions  in  America.  —  Efforts  of  general 
Howe.  —  State  of  the  American  army^ — 
Inactivity  of  the  Britijh  army.  — JVaJang^ 
ton  takes  poffejfion  of  Dorchtfter  Heights. 
-^ Evactiation  ofBojion. — Severities  againft 
hyalifts.  —  Campaign  in  Canada.  —  Ejter^ 
tions  of  congrefs  and  of  Arnold.  — Carltton 
makes  a  /ally. — Blockade  of  Quebec  rnifed. 
— Action  at  Trots  Rivieres. — The  Ameri- 
cans evacuate  Canada. — Great  exertions  on 
both  fides  to  prepare  naval  force.  —  The 
American  feet  defeated  and  dejiroyed.  — 
Proceedings  in  North  Carolina. — Loyalijis 
defeated.--^  Expedition  to  Brunjivick. — Un- 
fuccefsful  attempt  on  Sullivan's  I/land.-^ 
Proceedings  in  congrefs.  —  Efforts  to  attain 
independence.  —  Publications.  —  Common 
Senje.^^ Congrefs  recommend  to Jeveral  colo- 
nies to  new  model  their  governments. — Pro- 
ceedings in  Maryland  —  Philadelphia  — : 
Virginia.  —  Declaration  of  rights. -^  Dif 
eujtonofthe  quefiion  of  independency  —  it  is 
carried.  —  Declaration  of  independency.  — 
Its  reception  by  the  people  and  the  army.'^ 
Britijh  plan  oj  campaign. — Arrival  of  lord 
Howe. — Attempt  to  negotiate  with  fVaJhing^ 
ton. — Refijied  on  a  plea  of  form.'^^Fur* 
ther  efforts. — Letter  to  Franklin.'^ Battle 
cf  Brooklyn. — Retreat  of  the  Americans  to 
JNew  Vork.^^ Renewed  negotiation. — Co«r- 
mitfeeof  congrefs  confer  with  the  Britijk 
cammijjwners.  —  Treaty  terminated.  —  JDf- 
tlarat^/on  of  the  commij^oners.-^Prepqra- 
m  tions 
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tibnsfor  the  attdck  of  New  York.^^Captufi  ' 
of  the  city  -^ which  isfet  onjtre  by  American 
incendiaries.^^ Buttle  of  White  Plains^  ^^^ 
Capture  of  Fort  Wajkington^ — Succtfiful 
invajion  of  Nero  Jerfey.-^DifpoJition  of  the 
Britijh  troops  in  imnttr-^quariers.'-^Elspe-^ 
dition  to  Rhode  Ifland."— Capture  of  gen&rai 
Lee.'^^ Exertions  of  congreft.-^  Articles  of 
confederation,  ^^Other  meajures.  -*  They  re-', 
tire  to  Baltimore.'*^ Mi ferable  Jiate  of  the 
army.  —  The  Heffians  Rationed  M  Trenton 
furprized  by  Wajhington.  — •  Lord  Corntpalii^ 
returns  to  the  Britijh  army. — IVaJhington 
furprizes  Princeton  —  and  recovers  the  Jer- 
feys.  —  General  obferoutions  on  the  cam-- 
paign. 

Qek£ral  Howe,    on  being  invefted  with  CttAP, 
the  chief  command  at  BoAon,    exerted    ^^| 
himfelf  in  alleviating  the  diftrefles  felt  by  his     ^jri- 
troops  from  the  want  of  lieceflaries ;  but  his*  ^^ 
eiFortd  were  not  attended  with  proportionate  £»««« 
fucoefs  :    the  veffels  difpatched  to  the  Weft 
Indies  rettti^ned  with  only  fcanty  fupplies ;  the 
horrors  of  an  American  winter  were  augmented 
by  a  want  of  fuel ;  many  of  the  veflels  fent 
from  England  with  coals  were  loft  or  captured, 
and  the  timber  of  buildings  was  ufed  as  afub^ 
fljtute. 

The  Aroericatis,  however,  Were  in  ftill  greater  stated  At 
diftrefs:  unufed  to  fubordination^  divided  in  ^J^"** 
opinions  refpefting  the  ult>mate  views  of  their 
leaders,  Ioat))ing  inaffcivity,  and  regretting  th^ 
lofe  of  domedic  enjoyment,  they  looked  for- 
ward with  >i»Batienee  to  the  period  wheii  the 
termination  of  their  agreen^ent  to  ferve  ihould 
eifeible  them  to  revifit  their  own  roofs.  Large 
companies  folicitcd  leave  of  abfence,  which 
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CHAP,  the  colnmanders  dared  not  ref life,  left  a  total 
XXIX.  difregard  of  fubordination  fhould  enfue.  Dr. 
iTTS^  Franklin  and  two  otber  members,  deputed 
by  congrefs  to  the  camp  at  Cambridge,  as  a 
committee  to  concert  witli  Wafliington  the 
means  of  organizing  a  new  force  for  the 
enfuing  year,  found  unexpeSed  and  dif- 
couragmg  difficulties.  The  experience  of  a 
year's  fervice  had  cooled  the  ardour  of  enter- 
prize,  and  abated  the  confident  hope  of  fpeedy 
fuccefs ;    the  recruiting  was   flovvly  effe6led, 

Dec.  1775.  and  the  Connefticut  troops,  whole  term  of 
fervice  firft  expired,  quitted  the  army.*  The 
acceffion  of  recruits  was  prevented  by  fear  of 
tlie  fmall-pox  :  the  whole  torce  under  Wafliing- 
ton did  not,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year,  amount 

17th  and     to  ten  thoufand,  but  was  fliortly  afterwards 

1 8^1  Jan.    augmented  to  about  feventeeu  thoufand,  by 

'^^  *        drafts  fvom  the  militia.'' 

Their  Anotheu  caufc  of  alarm  and  diftrefs  to  the 

wanta.  befiegcrs  of  Bqfton  was  derived  from  the  de- 
ficiency of  military  ftores,  which  no  art  could 
palliate,  and  no  exertion  wholly  relieve.  The 
coaft  of  Africa  was  deprived  of  its  ftock  of 
powder  by  a  judicipufly  concerted  purchafe, 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  was  feized  on 
board  a  veffel  near  the  bar  of  St.  Auguftine. 
One  Hopkins  alfo,  by  a  bold  and  fuccefsful 
expedition  to  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahama 
iflands,  procured  fome  valuable  artillery ;  but 
all  thcfe  acauifitions  were  only  partial  and 
temporary  retources :  extenfive  fupplies  could 
not  be  obtained,  the  manufafture  of  gunpow- 
der direfted  by  congrefs  proceeded  with  dif- 
couraging  tardinefs,  and  even  when  individuals 

»  On  their  way  home  fcveral  were  arrefted  by  the  country  people^ 
asd  compelled  to  return. 

^  Ramfayi  v.  i.  p.  158.    Wa(huigton*8  Letten,  t.  i« 

.   .  were 
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Vete  deprived  of  their  arms  for  the  public  chap. 
icrvice,  two  thoufand  of  the  infantry  ftill  re-  ^^ 
mained  unfupplied.  177^. 

While  fuch  was  the  relative  (itiiatidn  of  inaaivity 
the  oppofed  armies,  it  afforded  much  reafona-  ^^j*^ 
ble  ground  of  furprize^  that  Howe  fliould  re-  araiy. 
main  pent  up  in  Boftdn,  and  make  no  military 
eflfort  to  relieve  the  miferies  of  his  own  troops, 
and  crufli  the  hopes  of  the  Americans-     He^ 
was  not  ignorant  of  Wafliington's  alarmine^ 
dilirefles ;  and  this  want  of  enterprize  enabled 
his  opponent  to  boaft  of  his  own  exertions  and  ^ 
fituation,  as  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  hif-- 
tory ;  he  had  maintained  his  poft  for  fix  months 
without  powder  J  and  at  the  fame  time  had  dif- 
banded  one  army,  and  recruited  another,  within 
tnuiket  Ihot  of  more  than  twenty  Britifh  regi- 
ments.* 

In  this  interval,  the  American  general  often  Pnid«ic# 
felt  the  approaches  of  defpondency,  and  in-  ?^Waih- 
timated  apprehenfions  in  refpeft  to  the  neceffity  "**^' 
of  an  accommodation  with  the  mother-coun- 
try,* yet  he  \^as  never  deferted  by  his  courage,     ' 
or  by  that  more  rare  quality  of  perfeverance, 
which    prefTes   forward  with  manly  firmnefs 
towards  its  ultimate  objedi;   not  deterred  by 
dangers,  or  goaded  into  injudicious  exertion 
by  peevifli  clamours  or  petulant  reproaches. 
Many  of  thefe  alTaults  Wafliington  endured 
with  undiflurbed  ferenity;  it  was  alleged  that 
vigorous  efforts  would  fucceed  in  expelling  the 
Engliih  from  Boflon,  and  he  was  accufed  of 
delaying  effeftual  exertion  for  the  fake  of  pro- 
longing the  period  of  his  command.    When  Peb. 
bis  army  was  fufficiently  reinforced  to  jufHfy  Sr^^ 
the  rifk  of  a  decifive  meafure,  a  council  of  of  Dor- 

chcder 
«  VITaiiington't  Utttn,  t.  i.  p.  71-      *  IddD,  prtf— 91.       **^^» 

Toi.  lu  c  c  war 
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CHA?,  \rar  refolved,  as  the  moft  effeftual  means  oi 
,  ^^^-    expelling  the  Englifli   before   the    arrival  of 
1776-     fuccours,    to  obtain   poireflion   of  Dorchefter 
Heights.' 

.  General  CtiNTOX  had  frequently  remon- 
ftrated  with  Gage,  and  his  fucceflbr,  on  the 
importance  of  this-  poft  ;  but.  as  Bofton  wa& 
to  be  evacuated,  a,nd  a  more  central  pofition 
aifumed,  no  attention  Mas  paid  to  this  obje6L 
Wuihington,  for  a  feint,  commenced  a  bom- 
bardment of  the  town  on  other  points,  which, 
from  the  unfkilfulnefs  of  his  engineers,  and 
the  deficiency  of  powder,  excited,  more  de- 
sth  March,  yi fi on  than  alarm ;  but  the  garrifon  was  ftid- 
denly  furprized  by  obferving  the  heights  of 
Dorcheftx^r  fortified  with  lines  of  defence,  of 
which^  on  the  pre(*cding  evening,  not  the 
fnialieft  indications  had  appeared.  This  maf- 
^thM^rch,  terly  manoeuvre  was  pevfoirned  in  one  night, 
by  a  body  of  two  thoufand  men  under  general 
Thomas,  who  carried  on  their  operations  witlv 
equal  zeal  and  diligence,  and  with  fuch  pro- 
found lilence,  as  to  prevent  fufpicion,  and  en- 
,  fure  fuccefs. 

A  VIOLENT  ftorm  and  flood  prevented  an 
intended  attack  on  the  heights,  the  afcent  to 
which  was  almoft  perpendicular,  and  the  ene- 
my, as  a  means  of  defence,  had  chained  to* 
gether  hogftieads  filled  with  ftones,  intending  to 
roll  them  down  on  the  heads  of  tiie  affailants : 
thefe  complicated  ditBculties,    and  a   remon- 
ftrance  from  the  admiral  that  tJie  iliips  could 
no  longer  remain  fecure  in  the  road  wliiie  the 
'  '  enemy  retained  the   heights,    occafioned  the 
Evacua-      evacuation    of  Bofton.      Nearly   a  fortnight 
lion  of'      Mas  fpent  in  preparing  for  tl>e  embarkation, 

I 

'    •     '  *  Jlarofay,  V.  it^p.  »6.i» 
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during  which  the  ^nemy  ofFerecl  no  molefta-   chap. 
tion.     The  Britifli  army,  together  with  a  great   J^^. 
number  of  refugees,   fpeedily  arrived  at  Ha-      1776. 
Jifax.  .•'"'^■•- 

Washington,  on  taking  poffeffion  of  the  Severities 
town,  confifcated  the  eftates  andeffefts  of  emi-  f^  ^„^^" 
giants,  tried  the  royalifts  as  public  cfncmies 
and  betrayers  of  their  country,  and  fequeftered 
their  effects  for  the  public  fervice.  '  His  entry 
exhibited  all  the  pomp  of  viftory.  The  pro* 
vincial  legiflature  complimented  him  with  all 
afte6lionate  addrefs ;  and  the  general  congrefs 
accompanied  their  vote  of  thanks  Avith  an 
honorary  medal. 

Under  all  circumftances,  the  retreat  from  Obfem.. 
the  capital  of  Maflachuffet's  Bay  was  dif-  *^^"*' 
honourable  and  difadvantageous  to  the  Bri- 
tilh  arms.  Although  it  had  been  refolved  to 
abandon  that  pofition,  yet  the  difgrace  of 
being  compelled  to  retreat  was  unneceflarily 
incurred.  The  credit  of  ent^rprize,  and  fame 
of  achievement  accruing  to  the  enemy,  were 
of  the  higheil  importance  to  a  people  yet  in 
the  rudiments  of  the  military  profcffion,  doubt- 
ful of  their  own  ftrengthj  rather  daring  thaa 
confident,  qualified  only  for  fudden  exertion, 
unimproved  by  praftice,  and  unreftrained  by 
difcipline.  But  acquiCtions  more  folid  than 
thefe  fpeculative  advantages,  arofe  from  the 
precipitate  evacuation  of  Bofton  :  the  barracks, 
were  uninjured,  the  cannon  were  only  in  part 
i-endered  unfit  for  immediate  fervice,  imitienfe 
ftores  were  left  untouched/  and  not  a  dwel- 

f  The  ordnance  and  ftores  thus  abandoned  con iifted  in  350  pieces 
of  cannon,  half  of  wrhich  were  ferviceabley  4  thirteen  and  a  half 
inch  mortars,  i| 530  chaldrons  of  Tea  coal,  25>ooo  bnfheis  of  bar- 
ley,  600  bufbels  of  oats^  xoojars  of  oil,  and  150  horfes.  This 
Jargt  fupply  was  of  the  iitmuit  importance  to  the  enemy,  who  were 
lat^ring  undei  the  greatell  want  both  of  liores  and  proviQt>ns. 

c  c  e  ling 
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CHAP,  ling  was  damaged,  except  thofe  which  h^ 
v^!^  been  confumed  for  fuel.  Thus  was  Boftoti# 
177^.  the  cradle  of  revolution,  and  the  primary  obf 
je6l  of  parliamentary  vengeance,  left  to- the  pof- 
feflion  of  the  enemy,  rather  ipiprovcd  tnan 
injured  by  the  refidence  of  a  royal  army,  and 
thus  the  Americans  received  the  means  as  well 
as  the  earned  of  further  fuccels. 

Feom  the  circumftances  attending  this  event, 
it  has  been  aflerted,  that  a  compaft  was  en- 
tered  into    between   the    oppofmg   generals, 
granting  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  during  thcr 
embarkation,  as  the  price  of  forbearing  to  in- 
jure the  town.     The  exiftence  of  fuch  a  con- 
vention, always  denied  by  the  Britifh  miniftry, 
is  amply  difproved  by  the  teftimony  of  Waili- 
ingtou  himielf,  who  afligns  clear  and  iatis&c- 
tory    reafons    for    not    attacking    the   royal 
army.*     Many   veffels  which  arrive^  fubfe- 
quently  to  the  evacuation,  fell  into  the  bands 
of  the   enemy ;  thofe  laden  with  ftores,   were 
important  acquifitions  ;   ihips  were  ilationed 
off  Boilon  for  preventing  fuch  accidents,  but 
frcMU   the  peculiar  fituation  of  the  harbour^ 
the  captains  were  not  always  able  to  ef£e6t  their 
orders. 
V:ai9iMugii       Since  the  death  of  Montgomery,  the  interefts 
in  Canada.  ^^  ^j^^  Americans  had  fuffered  a  rapid  declenr 
EaurtioDs   fion  in  Canada.    The  intelligence  of  his  fuc- 
^^'      ce£s  infpired  congrefe  with  unbounded  hopes ; 
and  even  after  his  fall,  fome  meafures  were  pro* 

*^i772?  f^^^^y  ^^^  negligently  accomplilhed,  for  giv- 
ing eiFe6l  to  his  meafures.  Specie  was  voted, 
and  a  imall  fum  obtained ;  reinforcements  were 
4^  decreed;  but  the  levi^  were  fparingly  filled  ; 
an  addrefs  was  framed  by  congrefs ;  printers^ 
u^  preachers  were  difpatched  to  propagate  the 

S  WaJhtfigton*!  Letters,  r«  i,  p«  so6,  107,  io9. 

Americaa 
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ATncrican  fy  ftem  in  Canada ;  and  a  deputation,  chap. 
headed  by  Franklin,  was  appointed  for  the  pur-    ^^J^ 
pofe  of  lurin?  the  people  into  an  aflbciation,      1776. 
hy  a  promifed  participation  in  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  confederacy,  the  freedom  of  reli- 
gion, and  peaceable  poffeffion  of  ecclefiaftical 
property.  ^ 
Before  the  breakins:  up  of  the  frolt  Arnold  ^/f*"^! 

..,,/*  ^     ■^.  ^  '         .^  J  of  Arnold. 

was  joined  by  fix  companies  of  a  new  railed 
regiment  under  Arthur  St.  Clair;  but  though  mh April. 
,  his  fpirit  and  aftivity  had  enabled  him,  with  the 
fmall  refidue  of  thtf  invading  army,  to  keep 
Sir  Guy  Carleton  in  continual  alarm,  his  re- 
fources  were  inadequate  to  the  extent  of  his 
entcrprize ;  and  the  mifconduft  and  brutality 
both  of  officers  and  foldiers,  completed  the 
alienation  of  the  natives.  The  fmall  pox 
fpread  among  the  troops  with  fuch  virulence, 
tnat  when  their  nominal  mufter  amounted  to 
three  thoufapd,  not  above  nine  hundred  were 
fit  for  duty.  Arnold,  however,  erefted  batteries 
on  the  fliores  of  St.  Lawrence  to  burn  the 
/hipping,  made  an  irruption  into  the  fuburbs 
and  burned  a  few  houfes ;  but  was  repulfed,  and 
the  fliipping  remained  uninjured. 

Reinforcements    being  dftily.   expefted  Caricton 
irom    England,   and   the    impra6licabihty   of  JJJ*^*** 
making  an   effeflual  impreflion  on   the  city      ^" 
being  lufficiently  proved,  the  American  gene- 
rals became  anxious  to  retire.      Tliey  were  6th  M^f 
taking  meafures  for  this  purpofe,  when  the  Ifis 
man  of  war  and  two  frigates,  the  firft  which 
arrived  from  England,  with  great  labour,  con- 
duft,  and  refolution,  forced  tneir  way  through 
the  ice,  not  yet  deemed  paflable,  and  cut  off 
all  communication  between  parties  on  different 
fides  of  the  river.     Carleton,  availing  himfelf 

^  IUnifiiy»  V,  i.  p.  265.  et  feq. 
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CHAlP.  of   their    confternation,   made  a  fally.     The 

^J^    Americans  Mere  already  retreating,  the  con- 

.i77^.     fufion  foon  became  general,,  and  they  fledun- 

refifting   on  all  fides,  leaving  their  artillery, 

ftores,  Ibaling  ladders,  and  cveiy  other  incuthr 

brance,  and  folicitous  only  for  perfonal  fafety. 

As  the   king's  troops  could  not  purfue,  the 

llaughter  was  inconfiderable;   a  few  fick  fell 

into  the  hands  of  the  vigors,  and  fome  fmall 

ihips  of  war,  hjiving  worked  their  way  up  the 

river,  took  and  recaptured  feveral  veflels.     The 

Americans,   in  a  few  day«,  were  coUefted  at 

Sorel. 

Blockade        Thus  was  the  fejge  or  blockade  of  Quebec 

niifej!*'^*^    raifed,  after    a  continuance  of  five  months. 

To  the  excellent  military  conduci:  of  Carleton, 

great  applaufe  is  due  for  the  prefervation  and 

Carieton's   deliverance  of  the  place  :   his  humanity  and 

umanity.   pj-^j^j^^g  j^j-g  equally    adnnrablc.      Learning 

that  feveral  fugitive's  were  concealed  in  tlie 
woods,  he  iffued  a  proclamation,  alluring  them 
aujd  his  prifoners  of  relief,  proteftion,  and  fafe 
conduft  to  their  places  of  refidence.  This 
condu6i;  was  not  imitated  by  the  Americans^ 
whofe  treatment  of  the  Britifli  prifoners  was 
harfij,  fevere,  and  wantonly  cruel. ' 
May.  A  fmall  party  of  Britifli  and  Indians, 
imdcr  the  command  of  captain  Fofter,  pro- 
ceeded from  a  poft  called  Ofwagatchie,  and 
captured  the  Cedars,  fituate  about  thirty  miles 
from  Montreal :  in  feveral  fubfequent  fkir- 
mifljcs,  many  prifoners  were  made,  whom  the 
Indians  were  with  difficulty  prevented  from 
butchering  according  to  their  cuftom  ;  but 
when  a  cartel  was  arranged  between  Fofter 
and  Arnold,  congrefs  rcfufed  to  ratify  it  ou 

i  Stedman,  v.  i;  p.  169.    Wafhington^s  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  146. 
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a  moft  falfe  and  unfounded  pretence  that  their  CH  APi 
prifoners  had  been  treated  with  inhumanity/^      3^ji/ 
Rkinporgemexts  from  Ireland  and  Eng-     .i7.7<». 
land,  a  detachment  from  general  Howe,  and  Aa^onat 
another  of  foreign  troops,  having  augmented  the  Trois  Ri^ 
array  in  Canada  to  thirteen  thouiaud  men,  Car-  ^*^**"" 
leton  purfued  the  route  of  the  Americans  to  Trios 
Rivieres,  a  village  in  the  midway  between  IVIon- 
Ireal  and  Quebec.     The  enemy  in  their  retreat 
had  alfo  met  fome  fuccours  fent  by  cons:refs, 
and  attempted  at  this  place  to  fuq)rize.  the  royal 
for,ce$.     This  projeft  w-as  at  once  raih  and  def- 
perate,  but  the  iliame  of  failure  in  the  invafioii 
of  Canada,  the  importance  of  retaining  it,  and 
the  neceffity   of  employing  the  troops  in  fome 
decided  aftion,  influenced  Thomfon,   who  was 
now  commander  in  chief,  to  eflay  the  perilous 
enterprize.      The  divided  ftate   of  the  royal 
forces    alone  prefented  a  profpeft  of  fuccefs. 
A -conliderable  body  was  ftationed  at   Trois 
Rivieres,  under  brigadier  general  Frazer  ;  an- 
other portion,  coipmanded-  by  brigadier  gene- 
ral Nelbit,  lay  near  them  on  board  the  tranf- 
ports ;    while    a   far.  greater    number,    under 
Carletpn,  Burgoyne.  Philips,  and  the  German 
general  Reidelel,  werefcattered  on  the  land  and 
water  in  the  way  from  Quebec.      Thomfon 
proceeded  with  the  utmoft  caution,  coaftiug  in 
the  night,   and  concealing  his  forces  by  day. 
On  landing,  however,  his  troops  were  difcover-  ^th  jenc. 
ed  by  a  peafant ;  and   Frazer   was  enabled  to 
make  preparations   for  repelling  the    attack. 
The  Americans,   notwithitandiug  their   hopes 
of  fuccefs  by  furprize  were  fruftrated,  behaved 
with  great  fpirit,  and  fecured  a  retreat,  though 
not  without  confiderable  lofs.  Thomfon  himfelti 

^  See  Stedman,  v.  t.  p.  175,  W^aftiington^s  Letters,  v.  i.  p.  184, 

c  c  4  with 


59%  HISTORY  OF  El^GLAltB. 

CHAP,  vith  about  two  hundred  of  his  men,  wiere  taken 
w?iw    P^^^^°^^-     Colonel  St  Clair,  who  fucceeded  ill 
177^-     the  command,  with  equal  judgment  and  intre- 
pidity extricated  the  army  from  their  perilous 
fituation,  and  in  a  few  days,  after  experiencing 
many  hardfliipa,  they  joined  the  main  body  at 
Sorel.    Carleton  purfued,  but  not  with  f  ufficient 
a)ertnefs,for  when  his firfldivifion  arrived  at  Sorel, 
the  enemy  h^  already  evacuated  it  two  houn 
A»fri«n«      Geksral  Sullivan,  who  conduced  the 
Swda!     ^^^^^^  from  Canada,  led  his  troops  through  a 
difficult  and  dangerous  tra&  of  country,  and,  in 
the  face  of  a  fuperior  force,  effefied  their  fafety, 
preferved   their  cannon,  baggage,  and  ftores, 
und  brought  off  a  numerous  body  of  fick.  The 
Canadians  who  had  been  feduced  into  the  in* 
tereft  of  the   invaders,  purfued  their  retreat 
with  reproaches  and  expoftulations,  but  their 
complamts  met  with  little  attention. 
oUt* « .       Th  E  American  army  croffed  lake  Champlain, 
crtions  of   and  r^ched  Crown  Point ;  General  Gates  had 
^}^  ^'     been  appointed  to  command  them,  but  on  learn- 
prepare  a    iug  their  ill  fuccefs  he  remained  within  the 
^^^         province  of  New  York.    The  Americans  having 
effected  their  retreat,  employed  themfelves,  un» 
der  Arnold,  with  the  utmoil  diligence  in  equip* 
ping  a  fleet  of  fixteen  veflels,  carrying  nind;y 
^*     "2*  guns>  for   the  purpofe  of  comm^ding  lake 
Champlain.     By  direction  of  the  general  they 
were  conftruded  to  row  or  fail,  like  thofe  ufed 
in  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  whole  fleet  was 
under  his  command. 

Sir  Guy  Carleton  was  equally  occupied 
in  the  creation  of  a  fleet,  and  the  conilruaioQ 
of  batteaux  to  carry  his  army  acrofs  the  lakes. 
Aflifled  by  the  able  and  indefatigableexertionsof 
general  Phillips,  who  commanded  the  artilleiy, 
commodore  Douglas,^  captain  Pringle,  lieute- 
1  jiants 
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Mats  Schanks,  Dacres,  Pellew,  Longroft,  and  chap. 
Fawkener,  of  Uie  navy ;  he  colleaed  a  flotilla  of  32Sb 
five  armed  veffeli,  and  twenty-two  gun-boats,  g^'^T^. 
carrying  cighty-fe«ren  guns.  The  armed  veffels     P^°*^ 
were  manned  by  naval  officers  and  feamen ;  the 
gan-boats   bv  the  Britifh  and  Heffian  artU- 
fery,  under  their  own  officers,  with  merchant- 
feamen  to  row  them.    The  command  of  the 
whole  was  intruded  to  captain  Pringle,  with 
the  rank  of  commodore:  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
went  onboard  his  veffel  as  a  paffengen 

The  enemy  having  advanced  to  Point  au  fcr,  i^  0£L 
the  flotilla,  by  great  exertions,  was  enabled  to 
quit  SL  John's.  The  army,  commanded  by 
lieutenant  general  Burgoyne,  followed  as  far  as 
Cumberland  Bay,  having  been  inftrufted  to 
attend  the  fuccefs  of  the  naval  operations. 

The  gun-boats  commenced  effeftive  opera-  "*• 
tions  by  driving  on  fhore,  on  Valcour  liland, 
an  American  brig  of  fourteen  guns.  The  in- 
dians,  who  attended  the  Britifh  fleet  in  canoes, 
then  landed,  and  retained  pofleffion  of  the  ifland, 
between  which,  and  the  eaftern  ihore  of  the  lake, 
the  enemy's  fleet  was  anchored.  The  Britifli 
gun-boats,  affifted  by  fuch  veflels  as  could  work 
into  the  bay  a^ainfl:  the  wind,  aflailed  the  Ame- 
ricans ;  the  finng  continued  till  funfet,  during 
which  time  three  American  veflels  were  deftroy- 
cd,  with  about  feventy  men  killed  and  wound- 
ed :  the  Britifh  loft  one  gun-boat  and  twenty 
men. 

Arnold,  anticipating  a  certain  defeat  when 
the  armed  veffels  and  gun-boats  could  be  en- 
abled to  a6l  conjointly  againft  his  crippled  fleet, 
dexteroufly  pafTed  between  the  Britifh  armament 
and  the  fhore  during  the  night,  and  at  day-break, 
almoft  the  whole  of  his  force  was  out  of  fi^ht.  »tii. 
A  purfuit  was  commenced,  and  a  gale  of  wmd, 

which 
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CHAP,  which  difperfecl  his fquachxm,  was  fo favourable 
?^^^' .  ^^  ^^^^  Enp;li(h,  that  in  the  two  fucceeding  days, 
three  veifeis,  with  brigadier  general  Waterbury, 
were  captured;  fix  more  general  Arnold  ran  on 
lliore  and  burned,  and  only  three  efcaped,  with 
Arnold  himfelf,  to.  Ticonderoga.  - 

In  this  exploit  feveral  lingular  circumftances 
defer  v«  to  be  particularly  commemorated.  Lake 
Champlain  is  ninety  miles  in  length,  and  at 
the  wideft  part  twelve  in  breadth,  fituated  up- 
wards of  feven  hundred  miles  from  the  fea,  at 
the  nioutli  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence.  The 
veflels  were  conftructed  in  England,  and  after 
croffing  the  x^Ltlantic,  taken  to  pieces,  and  car- 
ried by  land,  fixtcen  miles,  from  FortChamblee 
to  Saint  Johns,  the  river  being  impaflable,  and 
too  Ihallow  for  the  veflels.  The  number  of 
Britiih  naval  officers  who  afterwards  acquired 
high  renown,  many  of  whom  began  their  afiive 
fervice  in  this  expedition,  is  alfo  remarkable. 
The  Americans  laboured  under  almoft  equal 
diificultics  with  the  Kngliili  in  forming  their 
armament,  and  the  gallantry  of  Arnold  ihould 
not  be  forgotten  :  when  under  the  neceffity  of 
firing  fix  of  his  veflels,  he  remained  on  board 
liis  galley  till  llie  was  completely  enveloped  in 
llame,  and  left  his  flag  flying  ina  fituation  where 
it  could  not  be  ftruck. 
Ciofeof  ^o  impediment  now  remaining,  the  Englifli 

the  cam-  advanced  and  took  pofieflion  of  Crown  Point, 
Canada?  whcrc  they  found  the  works,  and  barracks  for  a 
thoufand  men,  in  a  ftate  of  decay.  Preparations 
were  made  for  rendering  the  in  capable  of  defence, 
and  leaving  a  garrifon,  but  from  the  advanced 
period  of  the  feafon,  it  was  deemed  impradi-' 
cable  to  fecnvc  fupplies  of  provifions,  while 
lake  Champlain,  neither  entirely  open,  nor 
completel}^  frozen,  would  Ibpn  becpme  i^npaf- 

IkbJc 
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Cible  till  after  Chriftmas.      The   gamfon  of  chap. 
Ticonderoga  was  confidcre^l  too  numerous  to    xxix. 
aftbrd  hopes  of  a  fuccerstul  ailaultou  the  works,      1776. 
and  the  army  evacuated  Crown  Point,  and  re-  16  Noit^ 
turned  to  C<^nada,  having  deltroyed  a  material 
obllruclion  to  the  operations  of  the  next  fum- 
mer,  and  ftrengthened  the  IJritilh  fleet  fo  as  to 
pfechide   all  probability  of  the  building  and 
equipment  of  another  fquadron  by  the  enemy 
to  difpute  the  command  of  the  lake  in  the  eu- 
fuing  fpring. ' 

Governor  Martin,  after  his  expulfion  Proceed, 
from  the  government  of  North. Carolina,  ufcd  JJ^^JV 
many  efforts  to  regain  the  colony,   and   was  rolina, 
ftimulated  in  his  exertions  l)y  information  that 
confiderable  fuccours  were  expeded  under  Sir 
Peter  Parker  and  lord  Cornwallis.     IJy  means 
of  trufty  emilfaries,    he  embodied,  under  the 
command  of  colonels  j\Iacdopald  and  Macleod, 
the  Scotch  emigrants,  and  a  number  of  refokite 
unruly  men  called  regulators,  who  lived  in  a 
wandering  ftate  of  independence,  chiefly  occu- 
pied in  hunting.     The  enemy  immediately  col- 
leded  a  force   under  colonel   James    Moore, 
afterwards  a  major-general.     The  plans  of  the 
loyalifts  were  difcovered  andcounterafted  ;  for 
want  of  unanimity,  they  futi'ered  an  important 
period  tg  elapfe  in  conferences,  while  Moore 
was  joined  by  five  hundred  men  under  colonel 
Cafwell.      Both   bodies   were    llationed    near  aSthFcb. 
Moore's  Creek,  and  an  attack  of  the  loyalifts  ^^^f^^^ 
^xpefted,  when  Moore  4uring  the  night  retreat-  ifts/^ 
cd  acrofs  t)ie  water  \o  a  place  of  ambuili,  taking 
the  planks  froin  the  bridge,  and  greafing  the 
flcepers,  fo  that  only  one  man  at  a  time  could 
advance.     Deluded  by  fires  left  in  the  camp, 

'  In  ihis  narrative  I  have  been  aillfted  by  valuable  private  infor- 

Macleod 
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CHAP.  Macleod  cotiiidered  it  evacuated  through  fear^ 
^^^  and  preffing  Unwarily  forward  with  a  final! 
1776-     number  of  men,  was  killed,  together  with  moft 
sythFeb.    ^f  j^jg  followers  ;  fome  fled,  and  the  refidue,  in- 
cluding Macdonald,  were  taken  prifoners. 
ftdMay.        Delats  in  Ireland,  and  bad  weather,  pre- 
toB^iS?"  ^^^*6d  the  arrival  of  the  forces  embarked  with 
wiciu        Sir  Peter  Parker  till  the  feafon  was  confiderably 
advanced."      General  Clinton,  who    quitted 
Bofton  in  December,  took  command  of  thcfe 
troops  on  their  arrival  at  Cape  Fear,  and  by 
proclamation  invited  the  colonifts  to  return  to 
their  allegiance,  which  produced  but  incon- 
liderable  effeft.    The  general  next  ordered  a 
fmall  party  to  the  town  of  Brunfwick,  to  try 
the  loyalty  of  the  fouthem  provinces,  and  afcer- 
tain  whether  they  would  arm  in  favour  of  Great 
Britain,  but  the  latenefs  of  the  arrival  at  Cape 
Fear  did  not  afford  time  for  the  experiment. 
Unfucccfs-      Another  expedition  was  undertaken   by 
on  SSuil^*  general  Clinton,  in  conjunfiion  with  Sir  Peter 
van's         Parker,  againft  Sullivan's  Illand,  which  princi- 
4A  June.    P^"^  protected  the  trade  of  Charleftown,  in 
South  Corolina.    After  fome  delays  the  fleet 
reached  the  place  of  deftination,  and  the  gene- 
.    ral  took  poflieflion  of  Long  Ifland,  on  the  point 
of  which  batteries  of  cannon  and  mortars  were 
raifed,  and  which  was  reprefented  as  commu- 
nicating with  Sullivan's  by  a  ford,  paifable  at 
low  water,  and  with  the  main  by  creeks  navi- 
gable with  boats  of  draft.    Clinton,  on  invef- 
tigating  the  fituation  of  the  ford,  found,  to  his 
great  mortification,  the  channel,  which  was  re- 

«  Thcfe  confifted  of  tlic  Briftol  of  50  gunf ,  Sir  Peter  Parirer ;  Ac 
Experiment  of  50  guns  ;  the  Ailive,  Solebay,  AAeon,  and  Syita 
frigates  of  «S  guns  each  {  the  Sphynx  of  so  gauss  a  hired  anned 
ihipof  zft ;  a  finail  (loop  of  war,  and  an  armed  (chooner,  and  the 
Thunder  i>onib-lceteh.  The  land  forces  under  lord  ComwaUtt  and 
brigadier -general  Vaughau  conB|>nied  fix  regiments  %xA  ievca  caaB« 
pontes. 

ported 
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Mrted  to  be  only  eighteen  inches,  upwards  of  CH  af. 
leven  feet  in  depth :  his  operations  from  Long    ^JJ^. 
Ifland  confequently  became  confined,  and  al-     i??^* 
though  his  fituation  occafioned  alarm  to  the 
enemy,  yet  as  he  had  not  boats  for  above  feven 
hundred  men,  he  could  not  attempt  any  im- 
portant operation.  He  informed  the  commo-  istbjote. 
dore  that  there  was  no  pra6i;icable  ford,  and  of 
the  confequent  impoflibility  of  co-operating, 
but  offered,  when  the  attack  ihould  be  begun, 
to  make  a  diverfion  in  the  admiral's  favx>ar,  or 
to  fend  two  battalions  to  ad;  on  his  fide,  in  cafd 
he  and  the  general  otficer  appointed  to  com* 
mand  them  fliould  be  of  opinion  they  could  be 
protected  in  landing,  and  employed  to  advan- 
tage; a  propofal  to  which  no  anfwerwas  re* 
turned. 

The  defence  of  Sullivan's  Ifland  was  con- 
du6ied  by  colonels  Moultrie  and  Thomfon, 
under  the  direfUon  of  general  Lee,'  who  had 
travelled  from  the  main  army  to  a  fpot  notth  of 
Sullivan's  Ifland,  where  he  lay  encamped,  and 
maintained  a  communication  by  means  of  a 
bridge  of  boats*  The  iireets  near  the  water 
were  iirongly  barricaded;  the  ftores  on  the 
wharfs  pulled  down,  and  lines  of  defence  con- 
tinued to  the  water'3  edge*  In  a  few  days,  by 
the  labour  of  the  inhabitants,  in  con'^nndion 
with  fome  negroes  from  the  country,  fuch  ob- 
ftru6ltons  were  raifed  as  would  greatly  have  em- 
barafl!ed  the  royal  army  in  an  attempt  to  land. 
The  Americans  gained  this  interval  in  con- 
fcquence  of  delays  to  which  the  fleet  was 
fubjeded  by  the  weather.  Wlien  the  aflaultcom-  ^%^ 
menced,  three  frigates  (the  Afteon,  Syren,  and 
Sphynx)  proceeding  to  a  point  from  which  they 
Gould  have  aflfailed  the  weakeft  part  of  the  fort, 
fan  aground ;  two  were  afterwards  floated,  but 

the 
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.CHAP,  the  A6teon  was  burnt  to  prevent  her  falling  mfd 
^^^^2j  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  *  This  accident  fruf- 
1776.  trated  the  intended  co-operation  of  the  troops, 
■^vho  were  embarked  for  the  purpofe.  Tlie  fort 
M'as  built  of  palmetto,  a  loft  porouS  •  wood, 
'which  receivecl  the  cannon  balls  with  little 
w  .  .  damage,  and  although  a  tremendous  firing  Avas 
maintained  till  night,  refilled  its  eiFefif. "  The 
Americans  direfled  their  aitrllery  with  fteady 
aim,  and  trerfiendous  execution;  the  ihips  were 
reduced  to  A\recks,  and  the  quarter-deck  of 
-the  Briftol  was;  at  one  time,  cleared  of  every 
officer,  except  the  cofnmodore.  For  about  an 
hoixf  and  half  ^ the  t'attr  was  filenced  and  eva- 
cuated, but  re-occupied  by  the  Americans,  when 
they  found  the  Britilh  army  could  not  take 
poflefllon.  In  the  night  the  fliips  flipped  their 
rabies,  and  in  a  few  days  the  troops  re-em- 
barked for  New  York,  leaving  the'  damaged 
veffels  near  the  fcene  of  aftton  to  refit.  - 

This  failure  in  an  attack  on  one  bf  the 
weakeft  of  the  colonies  was  extremely  detri- 
mental to  the  Britiflicaufe;  it  gave  acklitional 
animation  to  the  hopes  of  the  Americans,  and 
perhaps  fanffioned  the  prefumption  of  fome 
of  their  meafures.  Congrefs  exprefled  warm 
approbation  of  the  conduQ;  of  its  fifticers,  and 
the  fort  fo  ably  and  profperoufly  defended,  re- 
ceived the  name  of  Moultrie.  From  fome 
obfcurities  and  adventitious  miftakes  in  Sir 
Peter  Parker's  letter,  and  the  extract  of  general 

»  This  ciicumftance  is  alfo  attrlbiued  to  the  length  of  the  mer- 
lons, and  the  lowneis  of  the  fort,  which  dimininied  the  cffeft  ei- 
fyc£Ud  from  the  weight  of  the  (hot.  The  |>almetto  is  a  tree  peculiar 
to  the  Soutiiern  Hates  of  Annerica ;  it  grows  from  20  to  40  icei  in 
height,  wiihout  branches,  and  terminates  in  a  head  i*eremhling  that 
of  a  cabbage.  The  wootl  is  I'emarkable  ipongy ;  a  bullet  entering 
■makes  no  extended  i'ra£lure,  but  buties  iilelf  without  injuring  the 
parts  adjacent.  Kamf^y's  Hiltoi}'  of  the  Kevoluiioo  in  South  Cajio- 
linaj  vol.  i.  p.  x^i. 

Clintons 
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Clinton's  dlfpatch,  which  were  infeiled  in  the  chap. 
London  Gazette,  attempts  were  made  to  con-  xxix 
vey  cenfure  on  the  condu6t  ot'  the  army,  1776 
and  fix  on  the  general  the  charge  of  negli- 
gence, in  having  omitted  to  apprize  himlelt' of 
the  ftate  of  the  fort  at  a  fufliciently  early 
period.  General  CUnton  however  had  com- 
municated that  circumttance  to  the  com- 
modore, ten  days  hefore  the  attack.  If  his 
offer  of  placing  tix)ops  on  board  the  fhips 
had  been  accepted,  undoubtedly  the  fort 
might  have  been- fee ured  when  evacuated  by 
Ihe  enemy,  an  event  fuppofed  to  have  been 
occafioned  by  the  want  of  powder,  which  was  . 
afterwards  brought  to  them  from  the  maia 
land.  In  fa6l,  it  appears  that  Sir  Peter  Parker, 
from  an  exceflive  confidence  in  the  powers  of 
the  fleet,  rather  undervalual,  and  therefore 
declined  the  co-operaiion  of  the  army.** 

How:£VER  artfully  the  fdtt  might  be  veilcti;  p«o<^<J- 
or  however  ftrenuoully  denied,  it  could  not  be  c<^,gr«fs, 
reafonably  doubted,  that  from  the  beginning 
of  the  conteft  with  America,  a  violent  and.ac-  Efforts  to 
tiv«  party  had  been  unremittingly  cmplo3'ed  d"^.**" 
in  eftefting  a  total  feparation  between  the  colo-'  dcncc 
nies  and  the  mother-country.     Every  incident 
which   could  favour  this  aim  was  afliduoufly 
cherilhed,  and  every  expreffion  which  could 
cxafperate   the  colonifts  ftudioufly   amplified. 
Early  in  tlie  fummer  of  1775,  congrefs  paifed 
a  vote,  that  the  aifemblies  of  the  feveral  colo- 
.nies  fhould  inftru6t  their  deputies  relative  to  the 
independence  of  America.     The  reftraints  and 

increafing  difficulties  under  which  tlie  advo- 

• 

•  In  this  account,  hefides  the  hidories,  Gazette,  and  periodical  pub- 
lications, r  have  conlulted  ihc  Memoirs  of  General  Lee,  Ramray'*. 
Hiftoiy  of  the  Revolotion  in  South  C'rolina,  and  have  been  favowrcil 
with  fome  uopublilhcd  docunienis. 
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eates  for  reparation,  would  find  tlieinfetvdif 
in  the  event  of  a  protraded  conteft  on  the 
prefent  terms,  undoubtedly  gave  impulfe  to 
this  premature  vote.  The  fuccefs  which  at- 
tended their  military  efforts  in  that  campaign, 
diminiihed  the  apparent  prefumption ;  the  pro^ 
ceedings  in  the  enfuing  feifion  of  parliament, 
were  defcant^d  on  in  a  manner  calculated  to 
jforward  the  intended  effe^  ;  and  all  the  re* 
fources  of  fadion  were  tried  to  render  thi* 
daring  meafufe  acceptable. 

The  prefs  was  neceflarily  a  principal  inftru' 
mentf  and  teemed  with  publications  of  various 
degrees  of  merit.  Among  the  moft  confpicu-' 
ous,  was  a  pamphlet  Written  by  Thomas  Pain, 
called  Common  Senfe.  The  author  had  lately 
emigrated  from  England  ;  he  had  no  claim  to 
the  advantages  of  education,  but  thought  and 
reafoned  with  force,  and  with  a  fubtlety  which 
Was  the  more  dangerous,  as  it  appeared  the 
genuine  offspring  of  unpremeditated  candour; 
His  pamphlet  was  replete  with  rough  farcaflic 
wity  and  he  took,  with  great  judgment,  a  corred 
aim  at  the  feelings  and  prejudices  of  thofe 
whom  he  intended  to  influence.^  Writing  to 
tfanatics,  he  drew  his  arguments  and  iUufira' 
tions  from  the  holy  fcriptures ;  his  readen 
having  no  predileftion  for  hereditary  titlesi 
difUn^ons  to  them  unknown,  received  i^itb 
applaufe  his  inve6lives  and  fneers  at  heredi- 
tary monarchy ;  a  notion  of  increafing  opu« 
lence,  and  falfe  calculations  on  their  popuki'* 
tion  and  means  of  profperity,  had  rendered 
them  arrogant  and  lelf  luflScient,  and  confe- 
quently  difpofed  them  to  relifli  the  arguments 
he  employed,  to  prove  the  abfurdity  of  fub- 
jugating  a  large  continent  to  a  fmall  ifland 
9*1  the  other  iide  of  the  ^lobe.     To  inflame  tb^ 

refentment 
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^efenlment  of  the  Americans,  every  acl  of  the  chap. 
Britifli  government  towards  them,  was  repre-     xxix. 
tented  in  thcmoft  ungracious  light;  and  their     1776. 
confidence-   was    augmented    by    arguments 
tending  to  prove  the  necefiityy  advstntage,  and 
pradicability  of  independence.     This  publica- 
tion was  fo  well  timed,  and  fo  artfully  written, 
as  to  produce  effefts  which  a  more  laboured 
eloquence  and  better  arguments  would  have 
emulated  or  oppofed    in  vain,    and  procured 
numerous  partizans  to  the  caufe  of  indepen- 
dence, even  among  thofe  M^ho  but  a  few  months 
before-  regarded  the  propofition  with   abhor- 
rence.    Minor  arts  vVere  not  neglefted  :    the  Mob«i 
mob  of  Philadelphia,  the  feat  of  congrefs,  in 
particular,  and  the  lower  claft  in  all  parts  of 
the  continent,  were  taught  to  clamoiir  for  this 
favourite  objeft,  and  to  treat  individuals  a$ 
friends  or  enemies  in  proportion  as  they  fa- 
voured or  oppofed  it. 

Yet  many  of  the  fuperior  order  were  re-  influence 
ftrained  by  fear,  ititereft,  habit,  and  confcience,  con'rcf 
from  acceding  to  a  plan  of  final  feparatiOn ;       ^ 
But  tliofe  whom  fuch  motives  could  reftrain 
were^refervcd,  mild,  and  patiently  expedant  of 
events,  while  their  opponents  were  fanguine, 
violent,  and  precipitate. 

Pu  Rs  u  I N  0  the  line  of  conduft  adopted  in  the  15th  May, 
pireccding  year,  thccongrefs  paffed   a  refolu-  Rccom- 
tion,  recommending  the  affemblics  and  conven-  "7h^c^ 
tions  of  the  united  colonies,   where  no  fuffi-  lomes  to 
cient  government  had  been  hitherto  eftabliflied,  "|^r*"*^ 
to  adopt  fuch  as  fliould  beft  conduce  to  the  vernmcott. 
happinefs    and    fafety    of  their  conftituents, 
and  of  America  in  jfeneral.     The  reafons  af- 
figned  for  this  vote  in  its  preamble,  were  the 
king's  conduci,  in  having,  jointly  with  the  tvfp 
•  VOL.  II.  DP  houfes 
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CHAP,  houfes  of  parliament,  excluded  the  Aqjerican^ 

J^J[^  from  the  protc6lion  of  his  crown,  refufed  to 
«77^-^  anfwer  their  petitions,  and  engaged  niercc-» 
nariey  to  deftroy  the  good  people  of  the  colo- 
nics ;  and  it  >vas  declared  irreconcilable  to 
reafon  and  good  confcience,  to  take  the  oaths 
and  affirmations  necefl'aiy  for  the  fupport  of 
any  government,  under  the  crown  or  Great 
Britain.^ 

^Proceed-         Xh  IS  rcfolution,  in  which  the  king's  perfonal 

*"^*'  condu6l  and  authority  were  firft  formally  at- 
tacked,  was  received  with  various  fenfations. 

J"^^o-  In  the  convention  of  Maryland,  the  propo- 
rtion of  independency  was  rejeded  by  feven 
'  '  counties  againft  four;  and  inftruftions  fent  ta 
the  delegates  in  congrefs  to  vote  againft  it ; 

i8th  May.  |)^t  t,he  famc  convention  pafled  a  refolution 
for  omitting  the  king*s  name  in  the  pubhc 
prayers.''      The  committee  of  infpeftiou  for 

ph"i^^^^*  the  province  of  Philadelphia,  in  an  addrefs  to 
'  the  aflembly,  obferved  with  the  deepeft  con- 
cern, that  tlic  ground  of  oppofition  to  the 
meafures  of  the  Britifli  miniftry  was  totally 
changed ;  inftead  of  forwarding  recoucilia- 
tion,  a  lyflem  was  adopted  tending  immedi- 
ately to  fubvcrt  the  conftitution.  Appealing 
to  the  declaration  of  congrefs,  that  they  meant 
not  to  deftroy,  but  reltore  the  union,  the  com- 

•  mitteo  advifcd  the  alfembly  religioufly  to  ob- 

•  ferve  the  inltruftions  given  to  the  delegates  in. 
congrefs,  and  oppofe  tlie  minuteil  alteration 
of  that   valuable    conftitution,    under  which 
the  people  had  experienced  every  happinefs,; 
and  in  liipport  of  which  they  were  Aviiling  to' 
engage  in  any  juft  and  reafonable  undertakmg/ 

*F  See  the  vote.  Almond's  Kemembrtncer^  rol.  iu.  p.  ii$» 
fldem,  p.  so6' 


GEORGE     III.  403 

The  aflembly,  declaring  the  queftion  of  in-  CHAP. 
dependence  too  important  for-  their  decifion,  ^^2Sb- 
fent  the  reprefentations  on  each  fide. to  all  thq  »776« 
towns  and  counties  in  the  province,  and  with* 
drew  from  their  union  with  congrefs.  The 
committee  of  Philadelphia,  indignant  at  this 
moderation,  prefented  a  memorial  to  congrefs, 
declaring  the  aflembly  did  not  pofleft  the  con* 
fidence  of  the  people,  nor  conftitute  a  full  and 
equal  reprefentation,  the  majority  being  com- 
pofed  of  men  who  held  offices  under  the  crown, 
who  were  dragged  into  a  compliance  withmoft 
of  the  refolutions  of  congrefs  from  the  fear  of 
a  provincial  convention,  and  who  were  no 
lefs  to  be  dreaded  than  that  power  which  had 
declared  itfelf  poflclfed  of  a  right  to  tax  the 
colonies  without  their  confent,  and  to  bind 
them  in  all  polfible  cafes.  On  a  reference  to 
the  people,  the  majority  were  reported  to  fa- 
vour independence ;  and  a  convention,  fuper- 
feding  the  aflembly,  inftruded  the  delegates 
in  congrefs  to  vote  accordingly/ 

Virginia,  the  country  of  Wafliington,  Virginia; 
Patrick  Henry^  and  other  confpicuous  revo- 
lutionary characters,  not  only  adopted,  but 
rather  anticipated  the  views  of  congrefs ;  for 
on  the  very  day  the  refolution  pafled  in  that  15^  ^^* 
body  recommending  to  the  people  to  fix  a  form 
of  government,  the  convention  of  the  pro- 
vince unanimoufly  refolvcd  that  their  delegates 
fliould  be  inftrudted  to  propofe  declaring  the 
United  colonies  free  and  independent  uates, 
abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the  crown  or 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  and  to  concur 
in  the  neceflary  meafures  for  contra^ing  fo- 
reign alliances/    A  committee,  appointed  at 

'  A1nion*i  Remembrancer,  vol.  iii.  p.  ao6.  loSt  a6ir 
'    Idem,  p.  12. 

D  D  2  the 
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CJH  AP*  the  fame  time  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  rights 

^^    prefentcfl,  at  a  lubfcqucnt  fitting,  the  refult 

.1776.      of  their  labours,  in  eighteen  articles/ 

?«i*of '         ^^  *^^^  interval  preceding  the  difcuffion  of 

riehts,        thc  important  ciucftion  of  independence,  in* 

lit  June,     trigue  was  never  at  reft:  many  members  of 

Difcuflion    consrrefs  intra ti ably  adhered  to  their  firft  in-» 

tioVolTn^  ftructions,  and  could  not  be  convinced  that  a 

depcndcn-  found  majority  of  the  people  would  ever  fanc- 

^>'*  tion  the  meafure.     The  inftrudioits  procured 

to  that  effc6l  were  not  fo  numerous  or  fo  pofi- 

« 

<  Some  of  thefe  merit  notice,  as  Well  for  their  own  impoitancrj 

as  on  account  of  the  pra6lical  illuftrations  thejr  have  fince  received. 
^  s  • '  All  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have  certain 
iJiherent  natural  rights,  of  which,  they  cannot,  by  any  compact,  de- 
prive or  divcit  their  pofterity  \  among  which  are  the  enj^ment  of 
life  and  liberty,  with  the  means  of  acquiring  and  poflemng  pro- 
perty, and  purfuing  and  obtaining  happinefs  and  fafety. 

2.  All  power  is  veiled  in,  and  confeqoently  derived  frmny  riie 
people  ;  m^giftrates  are  their  truftees  and  fervants,  and  at  all  times- 
amenable  to  them. 

3.  Government  is  inftituted  for  the  common  benefit,  prote£ltODf 
and  fecurity  of  the  community.  That  government  is  beft  which  13 
capable  of  producing  the  greateft  degree  of  happinefs  and  iafety, 
and  is  moft  efFc6lualiy  lecured  againit  the  danger  cf  maUadmioiftia* 
tionj  and  whenever  aiiy  government  (hali  be  found  Inadequate  or 
Contrary  to  thefe  purpofes,  the  majority  of  the  community  hath  an 
undubitable,-  vnalienable,  and  indefeafible  right  to  reform,  alter,  or 
abolish  it,  as  (hall  be  judged  moft  conducive  to  the  public  weaL 

4.  No  man,  or  fet  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exclufive  or  feparate 
emehiments  or  privilegrs  from  the  community,  but  in  confideraiion 
of  public  fervlccs )  which,  not  being  dcfcendililc  or  hereditary,  thtf 
idea  of  a  man  born  a  magiftrate,  a  legiflator  or  a  judge>  is  unnatural 
and  abfurd. 

1 6.  The  people  have  a  right  to  uniform  goterftment,  and  there- 
fore no  government  feparate  from,  or  independent  of,  the  govern- 
menf  ot  Virginia,  ought  of  right  to  be  ere61ed  or  eftabliihed  in  Oie 
province* 

17.  No  free  government,  or  the  bleifing  of  liberty,  can  be  pre- 
lerved  to  any  people  but  by  a  firm  adherence  to  juftice,  moderation, 
temperance,  frugality,  and  virtue,  and  by  frequent  recurrence  to 
fundamental  principles. 

Tlie  renuining  articles  relate  to  the  eleflion  of  reprefeDtativrs, 
f)ie  impofition  of  taxes,  to  crime,  trial,  and  punifliment,  to  faailt 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  the  militia,  and  religious  toleration.  See 
the  Declaration  ot  Rights  at  length.  Almonds  Remcmbnnoer, 
«.  iii.  p«  291. 
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tivc  as  had  been  expected,  and  the  determined  chap, 
oppofition  they  encountered,  ahnoft  deduced  y^^ 
the  revolutionary  party  to  defpair,"     The  p.e-     177*^.- 
riod  was,  however,  arrived,  when  the  experi- 
ment muft  be  finallv  tried  ;  the  commiffioners 
vere  on  their   palFuge   from    England  ;    and 
unlefs  the  people  of  America  were  preckuled  by 
fome  authentic  aft  from  embracing  their  pro- 
pofals,  the  labour  fo  long  employed  would  be 
totally  loft,  and  theprofpe6t,  now  fo  near  and 
pattering,  fora  long  time  clofed. 

Pursuant  to  the  Cnftructions  received  from  7th  June. 
that  colony,  the  motion  for  declaring  America 
independent,  was  made  by  Richard  Henry 
Lee,  of  Virginia.  The  debates  were  continued 
nearly  a  fortnight:  John  Adams  was  the  prinV 
cipal  fupporter  of  the  affirmative,  and  John 
Dickinfou  his  chief  opponent.*  After  all  the 
eiForts  of  intrigue,  on  putting  the  queftion, 
fix  colonics  voted  on  each  fide,  and  the  dele- 
gates for  Penfylvania  were  equally  divided. 
Contrary  to  the  eftabliilied  rule  of  their  own  it  is  caiv 
proceeding,  the  debate  was  refumed  the  en-  ''^^^ 
iiiing  day,  when  Mr.  Dickinfon,  a  man  natu- 
rally tiipid  and  variable,  relinquilhed  the  prin- 
ciple he  had  fo  ftrcnuoufly  maintained,  and  by 
]m  vote  decided  the  conteft.^ 

A  DEC  LA  RAT  I  ox  or  a6t  of  independence  was  4th  July, 
foon  afterwards  promulgated,  and  it  may.  fafely  ??«ciara- 
be  averred,  that  at  no  preceding  period  of  hif-  jepcwden* 
tory  was  fo  important  a  tranfaction  vindicated  cy. 
by  fo  Ihallow  and  feeble  a  compofition.     It  be- 
gins by  recognizing  the  propriety  of  explain- 

"  GaUoway^s  Hiftorical  aiui  Political  Refle^liuns  on  the  Rife  and 
f^rogrefs  of  the  American  keb&llioiiy  |>.  io8. 

^  Ranifay^s  Hiftory  of  the  American  Revolution,  t.  i.  p.  338. 

r  Galloway^s  Hiftorical  and  Political  Refleflions^  p.  io8.    Gain 
oway^s  Examini^uoQ  before  the  boufe  of  conin\ODS|  p.  5^  note. 

D  P  3  '  ing, 
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CHAP,  ing,  with  a  decent  refpeft  to  tlie  opinions  of 
^^^^'  mankind,  the  caufcs  which  impellecl  the  con- 
1776.  grefs  to  diflblve  their  political  coane6lion  with 
England,  and  to  atlume  among  the  powers  of 
the  earth,  the  feparate  and  equal  ftation  to 
which  they  were  entitled  by  the  laws  of  na- 
ture, and  of  nature's  God.  The  leading  arti- 
cles of  the  declaration  of  rights  by  the  con- 
vention of  Virghiia  are  then  affirmed ;  and 
while  it  is  admitted  that  governments  long 
eflablilhed  Ihould  not  be  changed  for  light  and 
tranfient  caufes,  an  ailertion  is  made,  that  a 
long  train  of  abufes  and  ufurpations  evinced 
a  defign  to  eftablifli  abfolute  defpotifm,  and 
that  the  hiftory  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
vas  a  hiftory  of  repeated  injuries  and  ufurjia- 
tions,  all  having  in  dire6t  object  the  eftablilli* 
ment  of  abfolute  tyranny  over  the  united 
fiates.  In  fupport  of  this  pofition,  feveral  afls 
of  the  king  were  cited  in  theabftrad,  many  of 
"which  were  merely  conftitutional,  fiich  as  re- 
fufing  to  fanciion  laws,  and  diflblving  aflem' 
blies:  fome,  were  vaguely,  alleged,  as  etidea* 
vour'wg  to  prevent  the  population  of  the 
ftates,  and  affe6ling  to  render  the  military  in- 
dependent of,  and  iiiperior  to,  the  civil  power. 
By  aflenting  to  the  a6is  of  parliament  which 
gave  immediate  rife  to  the  conteft,  he  was  ac^ 
cufed  of  combining  with  others  to  fubjeft  Ame- 
rica to  a  jurifdiction  foreign  to  her  conftitution, 
and  unacknowledged  by  her  laws  :  aiid  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  unqualified  mifreprcfenta- 
tion,  he  was  declared  to  have  abdicated  go^ 
vernment  by  declaring  the  Ameiicans  out  of 
his  protection,  and  waging  war  againtl  them. 
Sonie  paflages  are  remarkable  for  low  and  in- 
temperate fcurrility ;  and  the  whole  accufation 
of  the  kipg  i^  fummed  up  by  averring,  that* 

pruice 
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prince  fo  marked  by  every  aft  M'hich  may  de-  chap^ 
fine  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a  free     XX' x.  ^ 
people,  and,   in  confequcnce,  the  congrefs,  in      ,7^5. 
the  name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  good 
people  o^  America,  foiemnly  publiihed  andde* 
clared,  that  the  colonies  were  free  and  inde- 
pendent dates,  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to 
the  Britiih  crown ;  that  all  political  connection 
between  them  and  Great  Britain  was  diUblved, 
and  they,  ^  free  and  independent  ftatts,  had 
full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  con- 
traft  alliances,  and  eftahlilh  commjprce/' 

That  the  court  of  Great  liritain  Ihould  not 
condefcend  to  anfwer  this  intemperate  and 
futile  declaration,  could  ejycite  no  furprize. 
The  Americans  were  not  yet  confidered  by  the 
world,  as  congrefe  arrogantly  aftefted  to  con- 
fidcrthem,  a  people  iWiXoWmg,  in  the  natural 
eourfe  of  events,  thofe  political  bands  which 
formed  the  connection  with  another  people ; , 
they  were  fubjeds  contending,  whether  rigml^ 
or  not,  agaiuft  the  authority  of  their  legifi^ 
mate  fovereign.  It  was  their  intent  to  obtain, 
by  fpecious  reprefentations,  the  negative  coun- 
tenance at  leait,  if  not  the  pofitive  affiftance  of 
other  powers ;  but  Greut  Britain  had  no  appeal 
|;o  make,  the  queftion  between  her  and  her 
colonies  was  not  one  of  pubHc  right,  but  of 
domeftic  regulation;  to  have  anlVe/ed  the 
declaratior}  ok'  independence,  would  have  v?eeu 
to  acknowledge  a  right  in  other  powers  to  ^u  • 
terfere,  fpeculatively  at  leaft,  in  her  concerns, 
9ud  would,  beiides,  have  produced  declara- 
tions relative  to  principles,  which,  in  the  exift- 
i.ng  Hate  of  the  public  n)ind  in  Europe  and 

*  See  the  Declaration  in  the  Annual  Re^ifter  for  1776,  p«  ijSi.} 
Almon's  Remembrancer,  v.  iii.  p.  25s. j  an4  Rainliiy*i  Iiiftoiyo^' 
the  American  Revt^luticD,  t»  i.  p*  339. 
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chap/ American  could  anfwer  no  beneficial  puppof^ 
J°^    but  iDuil  produce  endlefsdifcuffions,  in  which 
"  1776.     the  real  nature  and  ground  of   the  difpute 
Avould  have  been  more  and  more  obfcured  arid 
deferted.      Yet  although  this  paper  was  not 
formally  anfwercd,  the  framcrs  had  no  reafon 
to  triumph  in  the  iiiccefs  of  unrefutcd  calum- 
ny,  and   undetefted  miljtjprefentation.      The 
prefs  in  England  not  being  fubje6l  to  the  fame 
tyranny  as  was  exercifed  over  it  by  the  revo- 
lution ifts  of  America,    fent  forth  an  anfwer 
..complete  in  all  its  parts,  in  which  every  fallacy 
in  argument,  every  falfe  alTumption  in  prin< 
ciple,  every  mis-ftatement  in  fact,  was  expofed 
and  refuted  m  ith  fo  nuich  clearnefs,  perfpicuity, 
and  irrefragable  force,  .as  to  render  it  fur- 
prizing,  that  a  public  body  fliould  found  their 
defence' of  an  important  meafure  on  pretences 
fo  fallacious,  and   fo  extremely  open  to  de- 
tedion/ 
Effeaof         With  refpcft  to  foreign  powders,  this  deck- 
pubiiOujig  ration  could  not  be  expefted  to  produce  any 
other  effy^i:t  than  that  of  affording  a  pretext,  to 
fuch  as  were  aheady  fo  difpofed,  to  gratify 
their  malice  againil  England  by  aftive  hoftili- 
ties,  or  purfue  what  they  confidered  their  own 
intereft,  in  forming  commercial   connections 
with  the  revolted  colon ifts.    In  America,  where 
the  firft  and  moft  important  effeds  were  to  be 
^     produced,    the  fuccefs  of  fuch   a  paper   was 

*  The  work  allu  Jed  to  is  iptitled,  "  An  Anfwer  to  the  Dec]«ra*» 
•*  tion  ot  tlic  Ainerican  Congrefs,"  printed  for  CadcU,  Walter,  and 
Sewelly  1776.  It  is  in  the  higheft  degree  worthy  the  perofal  of 
tho/e  who  wiih  to  have  the  means  of  thinking  rightly  on  theoiigin 
of  the  American  difpute.  Another  anfwer»  written  by  governor 
Hutebinfon,  tntitled,  <<  Stri6lures  on  the  late  Declaration  of  Con- 
**  grefs/*  was  for  fome  time  privately  circulated,  and  at  length 
publiflied ;  it  may  be  found  in  Almonds  Kemembrancer,  ▼•  iv.  p.  15, 
it  is  not  fo  detailed  as  the  other>  but  costaim  many  valuable  ob^ 
iervatjons. 
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Ttodered  almoft  certain:  the  prefe  wa«  com*  chap, 
pletely  enflavecl  by  the  popular  party ;  and  no  ^^; 
printer,  on  peril  of  his  life,    dufli  publifli  a     >774t;* 
ientence   in   refutation  of  their    allegations. 
The  multitude  would  not  ftedfaftly  examine, 
or  carefully  feparate  the  allegations  which  were 
falfely  dated  or  fallacioufly 'blended ;  but  taking 
the  whole  as  the  abftra6l  of  long  meditation, 
fanftioncd  by  the  higheft  authority,  receive  it 
with  implicit  deference.     The  fcurrility  with 
which  it  abounded  was  gratifying  to  the  tafte 
of  the^  populace ;  and  the  direct  attack  on  the 
perfon  and  authority  of  the  king,  gave  a  nev 
impulfe  to  their  fpirits,  and  furniih^d  a  more 
confpicuous  topic  of  inventive. 

The  declaration  of  independence  was  re-,  iti  nctp^ 
ceived  with  marks  of  applaufe,  accompanied  «»on^y «h^ 
with  infults  on  the  king.     At  New  York,  an^^- 
equeftrian  ftatue  erefted  in  1770,  was  thrown^ 
down  and  melted ;  and  in  moft  parts  of  the 
colonies  the  word  royal,  and  the  fign  of  the 
crown  were  intirely  iupprefled  in  the  ftrcets.  ^ 
The  declaration  was  read  to  Walliington's  army,  Andarmj, 
who  received  it  with  loud  acclamations.  • 

America  being  thus  divided  from  the  mo-  Exuitatioa 
ther-country,  ^  no  referve  was  maintained  by.  ^'^^^^J^ 
thofe  who  had  fo  long  laboured  to  attain  that  of  con 
end,  in  avowing  the  courfe  and  objeft  of  their  &^h 
efforts.     Samuel  Adams,  a  diftinguiihed  leader 
of  the  American  councils,  noted  for  fubtilty, 

^  Almon*8  RenMinbtancer,  voL  iii.  p.  %%6,  3^7. 
«  Waibington*8  Letters,  toU  i.  p.  iSs* 

*  The  reparation  of  America  from  the  Bntt(h  empire  took  place 
ig4  years  after  the  dircovei7  of  that  contintnt  by  Cokimbus )  166 
y.'sirs  from  the  firft  eftabli(h^  fenlement  in  Virginia,  and  156  yeara 
from  the  firft  fettlement  of  Plymouth  in  Maflacbuifet's  Bay,  which 
were  the  earlieft  Englilh  (ettlemeats  in  America.  Morfe*%  Amcricaii 
Gco^rapl^y,  p.  iP^^ 

perfeverance, 
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CHAP,  perfcverance,  and  iBflexibility,  boafted  in  all 
^^'i/  companies  that  lie  had  toiled  upwards  of  twen* 
^77^  ty  years  to  accompliih  the  meafiirc;  during 
that  time  he  had  carried  his  art  and  induftry 
fo  far,  as  to  fearch  after  every  rrfing  genius  in 
the  New  England  fenfinaries,  employed  Jiis 
utmoil  abilities  to  fix  in  their  minds  tlie  prin- 
ciples of  American  independency,  and  no^y 
triumphed  in  his  fuccefs.  * 
Statcofthe  Ikdependence  was  not,  however,  to  be 
American  fccurcd  by  a  vote  of  congrefs,  by  an  infultihg 
^'^^'  declaration,  or  by  fliouts  of  applaufe.  A 
vigorous  campaign  M'as  expefted ;  its  com* 
mencement  was  awaited  with  awful  anxiety, 
and  the  moft  fanguine  hope&  could  not  veil 
the  difadvantages  under  which  the  Americans 
were  likely  to  labour.  The  wants  of  their 
army,  though  confiderably  relieved,  were  not 
effectually  removed,  even  gunpowder  and  flinU 
were  not  fupplied  in  abundance  /  and  the  general 
drew  deplorable  pi&ures  of  his  want  of  rein- 
forcements, which  were  flowly  obtained.  ^ 
(ireat  alarms  were  entertained  refpe6ting  the 
German  mercenaries;  and  Washington  even 
propofed  a  decoying  fchemc  to  lure.them  from 
the  British,  into  tlx;  American  l^rvice,  by  the 
employment  of  a  corps  of  their  emigrant 
countrymen;  a  project  M'hich  was  fanftioned 
by  cougrefs,  and  attended  wit|i  conlidera- 
]flp  effect.**  The  difference  of  political  opi-r 
nions  in  fo  intereiling  a  crifis  could  not  iail 
to  create  many  apprehenfions  of  plots  and 
confpiracies  ;  and  the  jealoufy  of  a  revolutio- 
Ijary  government  wa*  exerted  at  New  York, 

«  GallowafS  Hiftortcal  and  Political  Reflcaiont,  p.  lo^ 

f  Wai})ingten^t  Lettert*  vol.  i.  p«  179.  193* 

f  Id«D|  D«  f  8j«  |«|«  ct  |>^ffiait       k  IdeiOi  p*  i4<,  17^ 
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Albany,  and  other  places,  in  the deteftion,  pre-  CHAP, 
vention,   and  punilhment,    of  attempts  which  v^^^ 
were  dcpifted  in  terrifying  though  perhaps  ag-     «77^* 
gravated  colours.  * 

The  Britifli  plan  of  campaign  embraced  J*"*** 
three  obje6h;  to  recover  Canada,  and  invade  tmwLi^ 
the  back  fettlements  by  way  of  the  lakes  ;  to 
make  a  ftrong  impreflion  on  the  Southern  pro- 
vinces; and  to  direft  a  grand  expedition 
againft  the  city  and  province  of  New  York. 
The  partial  fuccefs  of  the  firft,  and  the  failure 
of  the  fecond  part  of  the  projeft  have  been 
already  detailed.  Tlie  expedition  againft  N^w 
York,  was  regarded  by  Wafliington  with  alarm, 
uncontaminated  by  fear,  and  with  a  contempla* 
tive  anxiety  which  only  fuggefted  maxims  of 
caution,  copimenfurate  to  the  knoun  extent 
of  the  ganger.  ^ 

General  Howe  having  fufficiently  re-  nth juna, 
freflied  his  troops  at  Halifax,   proceeded  to  Arrival  of 
Sandy  Hook,  but  being  informed  that  the  enemy  ^  ^^""^ 
were  endeavouring,  by  ftrong  ihtrenchments     •jA* 
at  New  York  and  Long  Ifland,  and  by  chains 
of  funk  veflels  in  different  parts  of  the  chan« 
nel,  to  obftruft  the  paflfage  of  the  fleet  up  the  ' 
north  and  eaft   Rivers,  he  repaired  to  Stateu*  idJnJy* 
Ifland,  iituate  oppofite  Long  Ifland,  where  he 
landed   his  men    without   oppofition.      Lord    «ftJ"^Jt 
Howe,  the  joint  commiffioner  for  treating  on 
peace,  who  had  long  been  ?xpe6led,  arrived 
about  the  fame  time  at  Sandy  Hook,  and  pro- 
ceeding immediately  to  Staten  Ifland,  landed 
the  troops  from  England,  which  augmented 
the  Britifh  force  to  near  thirty  thoufand  men, 
Supported  by  a  numerous  and  powerful  fleet. 

'  Wafhjngton'«  Letters,  vol,  1.4).  17},  174.  i8x.  AaDoal  Regifler  •    s 

I776»  p-  J  69. 
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CHAP.       Lord  Howe    made  the  firft  effort  as  ^ 

'^^'^  pacificator,  by  opening  a  direft  communica-» 

1776,     iion  with  Walhington.     The  American  general 

i4tli  July,  feenis  fagacioully  to  have  ibrefeen  a  deficiency 

Attempt  to  ji^  form  in  addrefling  him,  of  which  he  might 

wuh^*^  ^     ^^^  advaiitagf ,  a;id  raifc  a  cavil  wljich  would 

Wafhmg-   prevent  the  effefls  of  a  conference,  fo  critical 

*^^  in  the  newly  embraced  ftate  of  independencv. 

Purfuant  tothe  advice  of  a  council  of  officers* 

Jie   declined  receiving    a  letter,   funeifcribed 

"  to  George  Wafliington,  Efq.  "  and  congrefa 

jyih.         fxpreffmg  high  approbation  of  the  general's 

coudu6t|  direfied  that  it  fhould  be  his  rule  in 

future,  and  a  model  to  other  commanders. 

'?*•  The  fipxt  day  lord  Howe  <fent  on  ihore,  by 

Uttv.        *  fl^g  ^f  ti*uce,  ^-  circular  letter  and  declara- 

tion  to  the  late  governors  of  provinces,  apprize 

ins:  them  of  tlie  civil  and  miUtajT  authorities 

vefied  by  the  late  a6l  of  parliament  in  his  bro- 

*  ther  andtiimfclf ;  informing  the  public  of  their 

powers  to  grant  pardons  to  any  number  or  de- 

icription  of  perfons,  to  proclaim  the  reftoration 

pf  any  colony,  diftrifl^,  or  place  to  the  king  & 

pirace;  from  which  time  the  king  might  difcour 

|inue  the  effect  of  the  reftrainii>g  act,  and  de-? 

claring  that  pardons  Ihould  be  granted,  dutifu| 

feprcfen  tat  ions  received,  and  every  fuitable  en-? 

epuragement  given,  for  pvomoting  nieafures 

condvacivg  to  the  eftabli^hment  of  legal  goverft^ 

^nent  and  peace. 

ijtii.  TuESfc  papers  were  forwarded  by  Wafliing^ 

ton  to  ^iongrefs,  who   immediately  publi(]ie(| 

them,  with  a  prefatory  comment  in  the  fliap? 

of  a  refolve,  that  ^he  good  people  of  ^he  United 

States  might  be  i?fo>-mefl  of  what  nature  were 

the  commrffions,  and  what  the  terms,  with  the 

^xpeQation   of  which  the  infidious  court  of 

^reat  |3ritain  had  ei^dfavou^ed  to  amufe  and 

*  *  difarm 
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difarm  therii,  and  that  the  few  who  fiillrc-   chapj 
mained  fufpended  by  a  hope  founded  either  in    ^^^ 
the  juftice  or  moderation  of  their  late   king^     197^* 
ipight  now  at  length  be  convinced  that  the- 
valour  alone  of  their  country  was  to  fave  its 
liberties. 

Unwiljlino   to  abandon  the  hopes  of  a  »^t'> 
negotiation  on   account  of  a  fingle;  repulfe,  efforts  to 
and  yet  unable  perhaps  to  recognize  the  aflum-  negotiate 
^  title  of  the  American  commander,  genei-al 
Howe  attempted  to  evade  the  point,  by  direft- 
ing  to  George  Wafliington,  Eiq.  &c.  &c.  &c. 
This  letter  was  alfo  declined,  and  although  a 
conference  was  afterwards  obtained  by  colonel  *»*• 
Paterfon,  no  impreiTiou  could  be  made  favour- 
able to  the  opening  of  a  treaty  of  pacification, 
nor  could  the  letter,  on  any  terms,  or  under  any 
explanations,  be  received,  * 

As  a  laft  effort  to  avoid  hoftilities,  lord  Howe  ^^*? 
addreffed  a  letter  to  Dr.  Eranklin,  who  anfwered,    ^^  *"* 
that  preparatory  to  any  propofition  of  amity 
or  peace,  Great  Britain  would  be  required  to 
acknowledge  the   independence   of  America, 
defray  the  expences  of  the  war,  and  indemjuify 
the  colonies  for  burning  their  towns.     This  was    . 
only  his  own  opinion,  unauthorized  by  thofe  in 
whom  the  Americans  had  invefted  the  power  of 
peace  or,  war. 

Delay  had  now  been  carried  to  its  utmoft  Battle  of 
limits,  and  the  feafon  for  adion  was  already  ad-  ^"^^'x"* 
vanced  to  a  late  period.    The  troops  under  ge-  »»<i  Aug- 
ncral  Clinton  having  joined  the  main  .army,  a 
difembarkation  was  effefted  between  Utrecht 
and  Gravefend,  on  Long  I  (land,  which  was 
feleded  as  the  firll  objeftof  attack  pi'eparatory 

*  See  Wafhington'ff  Letters,  vol.  i,  195  to  ao4..5    AlmonS  Re-" 
mcmbfanceri  vol.  iv.  p.  tS.  zoS. 
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C  H  AP.  to  tlic  redudion  of  New  York.     The  advanced 
XXIX*    party  of  the  enemy  fled  with  percipitatiou  on 
i??^*     the  approach  of  the  royal  troops,  and  haftened 
to  gain  the  wood)''  heights  which  commanded 
'    the  Hne  of  progrefs,  burning  in  their  retreat  the 
houfes  and   granaries*     Fifteen  thoufand  pro- 
vincials were  encamped  near  Mill  Creek,  in- 
clofed  by  a  line  of  entrenchment,  ftrongly  fe- 
cured  by  abbatis,   flanked   by   redoubts,    and 
lined  with  pikes.     Another  party  lay  at  Brook- 
lyn,, on  the  eaft  river  oppofite  New  York,  where 
they  had  conftrufted  ftrong  works.     Putnam 
was  detached  frdm  Mill  Creek  with  ten  thou- 
fand men  to  occupy  the  heights  which  oblique- 
ly interfered  the  iiland,  and  to  defend  the  de- 
iiles^ .which  led  through  the  hills.     In  a  plain, 
pppolite  the  center  of  Putnam's  line,  ftood  the 
village  of  Flfit  Bufh,  to  which  the  IleflTians  un- 
der fie  Heifter  were  advanced,  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  enemy,  and   frequently  fkir-' 
mifhing  with  the  patroles. 
s6thA»g.       General    Clinton    and    Sir    William 
Erfkine  having  reconnoitred,  general  Howe,  in 
purfuance  of  their  advice,  formed  difpofitions 
for  turning  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy.     Tlic 
right  wing  of  the  Englifli  army,   commanded 
by  general  Clinton,  fupported  by  brigades  un- 
der lord  Percy,  and  by  the  referve  under  lord 
Gornwallis,  quitted  the  camp    in  the   night, 
eroding  the  countiy  by  Flat-lands,  to  fecure  a 
pafs  over  the  heights  of  Guiana  on  the  road  to 
Bedford.     General  Howe  accompanied  this  ex- 
pedition, and  had  the  pleafure  of  witnefling  its 
complete  fuccefs.  The  pafs  in  queftion,  though 
of  the  utmoll  importance,  was  diftant,  and  the 
enemy  had  neglefted  to  fecure  it,  relying  for 
iilteUigeiK:e  of  an  attack  on  patroles  of  caval- 
ry r 
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ty:.  one  of  thefe  was  fortunately  intercepted;   chap* 
and  alarm  being  thus  prevented,  the  Britiih    ^j^j 
paffed  the  heights  unimpeded,  and  reached  Bed*     «776- 
ford  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.     Without  *7th  Ang, 
lots  of  time  they  aflUiled  the  left  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, whou'ere  thrown  back  on  their  right,  and 
after  a  feeble. refiftance  retired  over  the  Mill 
Creek,  but  in  fuch  irreparable  confufion  that 
few  only  got  into  the  line, 

The  fiyng  on  the  left  of  the  enemy  ferved  as 
a  fignal  to  Pe  Heifter,  who  with  a  column  of 
Heilians  attacked  their  centre  near  Flat  Bufh, 
and  after  a  warm  engagement  drove  them  into 
the  woods. 

The  left  column,  under  the  command  of  ge- 
tteral  Grant,  proceeded  at  midnight  from  the 
Narrows,  by  the  edge  of  the  bay,  and  in  order 
to  divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  the 
other  principal  points  of  attack,  engaged  their 
advanced  guard.  Tlie  Ameiicans  fought  with 
firmnefs,  and  did  not  make  a  retrogade  move- 
ment till  they  received  intelligence  of  the  iutire. 
rout  of  the  other  dlvilions  of  their  army- 
They  then  attempted  to  fecure  a  I'etreat,  which 
fome  of  them  effeded  in  difficulty  and  diforder 
over  a  mill-dam,  and  through  a  morafs. 

The  viftory  on  the  fide  of  the  British  troops 
was  complete,  though  not  decifivc  :  two  thou- 
land  of  tlie  enemy  were  killed  in  the  field  or 
drowned,  and  neai*  eleven  hundred  taken  pri* 
foners,  among  whom  were  generals  Sullivan, 
Udell,  and  lord  Sterling.  The  Maryland 
regiment  fufFered  moft  feverely,  as  upwards  of 
two  hundred  and  fixty  then  of  the  beft  families 
in  the  province  were  cut  to  pieces, 

The  lofs  of  the  Britifh  was  between  fixty  and 
fcventy  killed,  and  two  hundred  and  thirty 
wounded.     The  ardour  and    condufil  of  tha 

troops 
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CHAA  troops  were  iiigW)' extolled ;  both  Engltfh  afaci 
^™2S/    foreigners  performed  their  feirvices  M'ith  a  zeal 
1776.     Simulated  by  emulation  to  its  greateft  pitch  of 
exertion.     In  the  impptuoiity  of  their  couragrf 
they  were  withdifficulty  reftrained  from  attack- 
ing the  American  lines,  and,  confidering  the 
diiference  between  perfeft  difcipHne  and  total 
^    inexperience,  the  flufli  of  fucceis  and  the  lan- 
guor of  defeat,  would  in  all  probability  have 
fucceeded ;   they  were  however  reftrained  by 
general  Howe,  who  confidering  it  certain  that 
he  ihould  obtain  eafy  pofleffion  by  regular  ap- 
proaches,  would  not  rifque  the  l6fs  of  blood 
in  an  alFault,  but  ordered  his  forces  to  retire  out 
of  the  reach  of  mufketrv. 

In  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  the  Britifh 
army  encamped  in  front  of  the  American  lines, 
jSihAug.  and  on  the  enfuing  morning  bwke  ground 
about  lix  hundred  yards  from  one  of  the  re- 
doubts on  the  left,     Waftiington  exerted  him- 
felf  with  incredible  affiduity  in  repairing  or  pal- 
'liating  the  effefts  of  the  late  difafter ;  he  iflford- 
ed  every  facility  in  his  power  for  thofe  who  had 
been  miffing  at  the  clofe  of  the  engagement  tof 
return,  and  many  foimd  their  way  from  the 
woods  to  head-quarters.     During  forty-eight 
hours,  in  fultry  weather,  he  was  almoft  con- 
.  ftantly  on  horfeback,  and  never  flept. " 
krtrcatof  ,    His  fituatiou  was,  however,  in  every  refpeft 
cangto*""  untenable;  his  anny  Mas  the  laft  refource  of 
NcwYork.  America,  and  the  event  ofafecond  engagement^ 
or  of  fuccefs  in  an  attempt  to  force  the  lines, 
miift  haveoccafioned  its  total  annihilation.  He 
could  not  venture  to  weaken  the  garrifon  of  New 
York  by  fending  for  fupplies,  and  feared,  if  the 

«■  Walhington'sLettersy  v.  i.  p;  142.  See  'alfiJ  general  Howe's  ae- 
coimt,  in  tiie  papers  prefented  to  paiiiaiRenc }  Parliamentaiy  Regittet]! 
vol.  xi.  p.  340. 

wind 
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mnA  ibould  change,  that  (hips  of  wai"  would  fail  c  r  a  F* 
Jip  the  Eaft  river,  and  preclude  every  hope  of  a  xxiy/ 
jsetreat,  which  was  now  his  only  refuge.  Even  *^^^J 
this  was  an  enterprize  of  the  utmoft  hazard  and  ^^^' 
difficulty :  i^!t&  to  be  performed  cjofe  to  a  vl-  ^  ^. . 
gilant  enemy;  provided  with  every  means  of 
annoyance^  and  elevated  with  vidory,  while  his 
4)wn  troops  were  difpiri ted,  and  alaKi^jft  defpon- 
dent.  He  conduded  this  retreat  with  ^reat 
judgment  and  ikill,  and  was  faVQUred  hy  the 
extreme  darknefe  of  the  night.  In  thirteen 
hours  nine  thoufand  men,  belides  field  aitillei'y, 
ammunition,  proviiions,  cattle,  Jborfes,  and 
carts,,  effeded,  without  lofs  or  intqrruption,  a 
retreat  over  Eaft  River  to  New  Vorjc,  »be!ng  a 
-mile  in  width,  and  requiring  feveial  emh^i^ka- 
lions.  At  firft  the  wind  and  tide  WQi^^  both  un- 
favourable; but  an  hour  befpre  nxidQight  :tbe 
.fea  became  calm,  and  the  breeze  friendly  ;  Long 
Ifland  was  alfo  enveloped  in  a  thick  fog,  whiqn 
prevented  the  Britiljii  troops  ^from  pbfervingthc 
motions  of  the  Americans;  while  on  the  coaftf^f 
New  York,  to  which  tlieir  cojurfe  m^^s  dire6t^, 
the  fky  was  bright  and  ferene.  The  pickets  of 
the  Englifli  army  arrived  only  in  "time  to  Ure 
on  their  rear  guard,  who  were  alKjady  too^^r 
from  iliore  to  fullain  injury. " 

•tin  tMetranTafliotisthecondtt^^  of  both  {Motiet  has  been  blamed 
imth  conliderable  fdverity,  and  perhaps  not  without  juftice.  The 
American  commanders  are  cenliired  for  having  fcrffered  themfeUet 
to  be  completely  furronnded  bj  the  Brttiih  force  at  the  battle  of  Brook- 
ifa,  a  mifcondu^^  which  expofed  them  to  certain  lofs  and  imminent 
hazard.  It  is  alleged  on  their  hehnff^tbat  they  were  not  apprized  of 
the  nwnbcr  of  troop$  landed  on  Long  Ifland  )  and  an  Infinuation  of 
titacbery  is  advanced  againft  thofe  whoTt  duty  it  was  to  fecure  ^ 
paQcs.  After  the  battle,  their  condii£l  was  a  mafterly  fpecimen  ,of 
prudence  and  prefcnce  of  mind. 

The  Britifl)  commanders  are  charged  with  many  giarin&r  inftantet 

of  mifcondu^l.  The  attack  was  planned  with  confumttfatejudgmenrf 

md  execoted  with  equal  promptinrae  And  valour  ;  hut  in  no  refpeft 

were  the  means  of  faccefs  pushed  to  their  utrooft  poffibU  refuhs. 

Vtfli-  II.  E  E  After 


>«' 


41ft  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP.       One  of  the  firft  meafu res  taken  by  Lord 
^^^  Howe  after  the  vi6lory  of  Brooklyn,  was  to  dif- 
177*.     patch  hisprifoner,  general  Sullivan,  to  the  Con- 
JJ^T^    grcfs,  for  tlie  purpofe  of  inviting  fome  members 
cion.         of  that  body  to  meet  him,  not  ad  deputies  from 
an  independent  (late,  but  as  private  gentlemen, 
in  ordef  to  facilitate  pacification ;  and  he  {lated 
as  an  inducement,  that  fo  favourable  an  op^ 
'portunity  would  not  again  occur,  as  neither 
party  was  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  abjeft  humilia- 
tion,  nor  to  a  fituation,  that  prefented  aflent  or 
ruin  a*  the  fole  alternatrve.     If  congrefe  were 
difpofed  to  treat,  he  obferved,   many  things 
Jwhich  had  not  yet  been  afked  might  and  ought 
to  be  granted ;    and  if  a  conference  afforded 
probable  ground  of  accommodation,  their  au- 
thority muft  be  afterM^ards  acknowledged,  to 
.  complete  the  compact 

The  uncertainty  and  numerous  difadvanta- 

es  attending  the  a6lual  fituation  of  afikirs,  were 

rongly  felt  by  congrefo.     The  people  wete 

clamorous  for  a  knowledge  of  the  terms  upon 

which,  M'ithout  too  great  facrifices,  they  might 


Aft^r  tiie  nght  had  defeated  the  left  of  the  Americans,  and  tfaey 
were  retreating  in  confufion,  general  Howe  might  have  followed  his 
adirantage,  forced  the  enemy's  works,  and  fecured  a  deciiive  viAory. 
He  18  feverely  blamed  for  checking  the  ardour  of  his  troops  when 
eager  £or  piinuit,  and  for  not  taking  pofieflion  of  Brooklyn  ftrryr 
which  would  have  rendered  the  efcape  of  the  Aniaicans  almoft  ifn> 
poiUble.  He  had,  it  Is  alleged,  early  intelligence  of  the  retreat  of 
the  enemy,  but  negleded  to  dirc^'^a  purfuit  tiU  too  late  to  be  eSec- 
tual.  Thus  the  refults  of  a  victory  which  redounded  to  the  honour 
of  the  Britifh  arms,  were  retiuced  to  the  unimportant  poifeflion  oi 
Long  I/land.  Yet  for  all  thefe  apparent  erroi-s  of  condu£k|  it  is  iaid 
eeneral  Howe  had  good  reaions^  ^^oth  military  and  political.  He  gave 
his  own  military  reafon  for  fot-.  idding  the  forcing  of  the  lines,  aad 
his  political  condu£t  was  guided  by  the  coniideration  of  his  duty  tf  s 
commiflioner  fent  to  treat  for  peace,  and  whole  overtures  would  )» 
mof^  favourably  viewed  in  the  moment  of  fuccefs,  efpeciallyif  no 
prejudice  was  excited  by  the  exftion  of  extreme  violence  or  unaeccT" 
fary  rigour. 

obtain 
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obtain  prefent  eafe,  and  avert  the  difmal  fcefies  ch  ap* 
ef  whicn  they  had  a  diftieartehing  profpeft  ;"*  and  ^y^- 
the  anny,  reduced  by  defeat  and  defertion  to  lefs  1776.. 
than  twenty  thoufand,  was  in  a  ftate  of  want  and 
infubordination.  Wafhington,  in  one  of  his  let- 
ters, dated  Long  Ifland,  ad  Sept.  1776,  gives  a 
ftriking  and  intereftiug  pifiture  of  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  battle  of  Brooklyn.  "  Our  fitua- 
"  tion,"he  fays,  "is  truly  diftreffing.  The  check 
"  our  detachment  fuflained,  on  the  a7th  ultimo, 
**  has  difpirited  too  great  a  proportion  of  our 
"  troops,  and  filled  their  minds  with  apprelien- 
'*  fion  and  defpair.  The  antUtia,  inftead  of 
"  calling  forth  their  atmoft  efforts  to  a  brave 
"  and  inanly  oppoiition  in  order  to  repair  our 
"  loflts,  are  difmayed,  intradable,  and  impa- 
*'  tient  to  return.  Great  numbers  of  tliem 
"  have  gone  off^  in  fome  inflances  alraoft  by 
"  whole  regiments,  by  half  ones,  and  by  com- 
"  panics  at  a  time.  This  circumftance  of  itfelf, 
*'  itidependent  of  others,  when  fronted  by  a 
"  well-appointed  enemy,  fuperior  in  number 
"  to  our  whole  coUefted  force,  would  be  fuf-* 
"  iicrently  difagreeable :  but  when  their  ex^ 
"  ample  has  infefted  another  part  of  the  army, 
"  when  their  want  of  dlfcipline,  and  refufal  of 
"  almoft  every  kind  of.  reftraint  and  govern- 
"  ment,  have  produced  a  like  condu6l  but  too 
"  common  to  the  whole,  and  an  entire  difre- 
"  gard  of  that  order  and  fubordination  necef- 
"  fary  to  the  well-doing  of  an  army,  and  which 
had  been  inculcated  before,  as  well  as  the 
nature  of  our  military  eftablifliment  would 
"  admit  of,  our  condition  is  ftill  more  alarm- 
ing; and  with  the  deepell  concern  I  am 
obliged  to  confefs  my  want  of  conlidcnce  in 
the  generality  of  the  troops." 

«  Kxamination  of  jofepb  Galloway,  p.  9.  not0, 

£  K  2  TlIK 
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€  H  AV.      Th  e  leading  members  of  congreis  were  not 
XXIX.    however  induced,  by  the  threatening  appear-* 
j^y^^     ances  of  the  moment,  to  relax  in  their  projects ; 
the  independence  of  America,  which  they  had 
laboriouily  and  infidioufly  promoted,  was  not  to 
be  fo  eafily  refigned ;  nor  would  they  forego  the 
proud  fituation  in  which  they  Hood  as  diredors 
of  this  important  conteft.    To  preferve  an  ap- 
pearance of  candour,  and  gratify  the  eanieft 
wifh  of  the  people,  without  feeming  to  aban« 
stii  Sept    don  the  duties  of  their  ftation,  congrefs  rctum- 
o£^'^^*  ed  for  anfwer  to  lord  Howe^  meflage,  that  as  re- 
fenttocon-  prcfentativcs  of  the  free  and  independent  itates 
Sc  Bririfli  ^^  America,  they  could  not  with  propriety  de- 
commif.     putc  any  of  their  members  to  confer  in  their 
fiooert.      jtrivate  charafters ;  but,  ever  defirous  of  efta- 
olifhing  peace  on  reafonable  terms,  they  would 
authorize  a  committee  to  examine  into  the 
nature  and  exteiit  of  his  authority,  and  hear 
<th;  his  proportions.     This  committee  confifted  of 

Dr.  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  Edward  Rut- 
ledge. 

From  this  refolution,  and  the  charafter  of 
the  individuals  appointed  to  bear  the  inefficient 
funftion  committed  by  congrefs,  lord  HoaVC 
might  have  anticipated  the  failure  of  his  efforts. 
Three  more  ftrenuous  republicans  could  not 
have  been  feleded ;  and  they  were  not  enabled 
to  treat,  but  merely  to  inveftigate  and  cavil  at 
the  powers  of  the  commiffioners.  His  lord- 
»4A^  fliip,  however,  gave  them  a  meeting  on  Staten 
Ifland,  and,  according  to  their  own  report, 
from  which  alone  the  circumft ances  could  be 
learned,  received  and  entertained  them  with 
the  utmoft  politenefs. 

In  openmg  the  converfation,  he  protefted 

affainft  conferring  with  them  as  a  committee 

ot  congrefs  ;  but  being  authorized  to  confult 

7  with 
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with  private  gentlemen  of  influence  on  the  chap. 
means   of  reftoring  peace,  he  with   pleafiire  v^i^' 
availed  hinifelf  of  the  opportunity.     The  dele-     "776' 
gates  anfwered,   his   lordfhip  might  confider 
tiiem  in  whatever  light  he  thought  proper; 
but  they  could  only  view  therafelves  in  the 
chara£ler    committed  to   them  by  congrefs». 
Lord  Howe  then,  in  a  difcourfe  of  conlider- 
able  length,  recommended  a  return  to  allegi- 
ance and  fubmiflion  to  Great  Britain,  accom- 
panying his  argument  with  affurances  of  the 
good  difpofition  of  the  king  and  his  minifters 
to  make  government  eafy,  to  revife  the  often- 
five  a<3s  of  parliament,  and  amend  the  in- 
ftruftions  given  to  governors. 

Such  were  the  propofitions  which,  Accord- 
ing to  the  report  made  to  congrefs,  were  offered 
by  lord  Howe,  and  if  they  had  been  propofed 
a  few  days  before  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pence,  the  majority  of  congrefs  might  have  felt 
themfelves  bound  to  accede  to  them,  as  a  fe- 
cure  and  honourable  baiis  of  pacification. 
Under  tliat  extorted  declaration,  however,  the 
commiffioners  iheltercd  themfelves,  affigning 
their  independence  as  a  caufe  for  rejecting, 
what  they  termed^  the  only  explicit  propofition 
of  peace.  They  defcanted  on  tlie  contempt 
fhcwn  to  their  repeated  petitions,  and  their 
unexampled  patience  under  tyrannical,  govern- 
ments ;  the  laft  ad;  of  parliament,  which  de- 
nounced war,  and  put  them  out  of  the  king's 
protection,  compelled  them  to  comply  with  the 
wifli  of  the  people,  by  framing  the  dcclaratipu 
of  independence;  every  colony  approved  it; 
all  now  confidered  themfelves  free  ftates,  all 
were  fettling  their  governments  under  that  opi-, 
nion,  and  congrefs  could  not  agree  for  a. 
return  to  their  former  condition.     They  were 

K  K  3  defirous 
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CHAP,   defirous  of  peace,    and  willing  to  treat  with 
Kxix.    Qreat  Britain  for  the  advantage  of  both  coun- 


177^*  tries ;  and  his  lordfhip  might,  if  the  fame  good 
difpofition  exifted  in  Britain,  receive  freih 
powers,  enabling  him  to  negotiate  on  the  bafis 
of  independency,  much  fooner  than  authorities 
could  be  obtained  by  congrefs  from  the  feveral 
colonies  to  confent  to  fubmiffion. 

Lord  Howe,  with  forrow,  terminated  the 
•  conference,  declaring,  that  on  fuch  terms  no 
accommodation  could  take  place.  The  dele? 
gates,  in  their  report  to  congrefs,  declared  it 
did  not  appear  that  his  lordJhip's  commiffion 
contained  any  other  authority  of  importance 
than  was  exprefled  in  the  aft  of  parliament, 
t:hat  of  granting  pardons  with  difcretionary 
exceptions,  and  of  declaring,  on  fubmilTion, 
the  whole,  ,or  any  part  of  the  continent,  in  the 
king's  peace.  As  to  the  power  of  enquiring 
into  the  ftate  of  America,  and  conferring,  con- 
fulting,  and  reprefenting  the  refult  to  the  mi- 
niftry,  who,  provided  the  colonies  would  fub- 
je6t  themfelves,  might,  or  might  not,  alter  the 
former  inftru61ions  to  governors,  or  propofe  in 
parliament  amendments  of  the  obnoxious  afts ; 
any  expeftation  from  the  effeft  of  fuch  a  power 
would  have  been  too  uncertain  and  precarious, 
even  were  America  ftill  dependent. 

Thus  terminated  this  famous  effort,  from 
which  the  Britifh  commanders  fcem  to  have 
forn)ed  fuch  expeftations,  that  in  the  career 
of  viftorj'  they  afforded  an  interval  for  the 
experiment.  The  delegates  of  congrefs,  with 
more  policy  thzin  candour,  diminiflied  the  be- 
neficial effects  which  misclit  refult  from  liflen- 
ing  to  the  propofals  ;  but,  on  the  whole,  their 
conduct  does  not  ftand  obnoxious  to  cenfure, 
America,  by  their  means,  M'as  declared  inde- 
pendent J 
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pendent;   the  attempt  was  new,   vaft  in  its  chap, 
immediate   objetls,   immenfe  in   its    expe^ed  J^J?; 
refults;  patience  and  perfeverancc  might  more     1776- 
.  than  repair  the  prefent  deranged  ftate  of  their 
affairs  ;  but  in  all  events,  a  return  to  fubmif- 
fion  would  procure  immunities  and  indulgences 
more  than  fufficicnt  to  counterbalance  tem- 
porary di  fad  vantages.     To  have  flirunk  from 
a  proje6l  fo  mighty,  upon  the  firft  failure  in 
arms,  or  to  have  been  lured  from  it  by  the 
iirft  offer  of  eafe,  would  have  thrown  indehble 
difgrace  on  the  charafter  of  congrefs. 

Thk  Britifli  commifTioners  attcd  in  the  mIioIc 
tranfadion  with  dignity  and  prudence;  they 
made    no   captious  objc6lions,    exhibited  no 
contumelious  fuperiority,  and  defcended  to  no 
low  arts,     They  would  not  ])ublifli  a  counter 
manifefto.  ox  narrative  of  the  conference,  to 
elucidate  paflages  miftaken  or  mifrcprefcnted 
by  the  committee,  but  contented  themfelves 
with  pubHlhing  a  f^iort  declaration,  that,  al-  19th.  Sept. 
though  the  congrefs  had  dlfavowed  every  pur-  ^^,"^^V 
pofe  of  reconciliation  not  confonant  with  their  commif- 
extravagant  and  inadmiffible  claim  of  inde-  fioncri. 
pendency,  the  commifl\oners  were  equally  de- 
firous  to  confer  with  his  majefty's  \veU-affe6led 
fubjects  on  the  means  of  reftoring  public  tran- 
quillity, and  eflablilhing  a  permanent  union 
Avith  every  colony,    as  a  part  of  the  Britifh 
empire.     And  they  pofitively  affirmed,    that 
tlie  king  had  already  directed  tbe  compjetion 
of  thofe  re vi  (ions  of  powers,  and  other  mea- 
fures  of  relief,  refpe6ling  which  the  committee 
of  congrefs  had  infinuated,  that  his  promife 
was  not  to  be  believed.** 


P  See  ihc  documents  at  ]ength  in  Almonds  R^emembranceri  ▼.  iir« 
p.  i;,2.et  f^<]^ 
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Meanwhile  the  Britiih  army  was  icin* 
forced  by  a  detachment  convoyed  by  Sir 
George  Collier.  The  treaty  occafioned  no 
fufpcnfion  of  arms ;  and  the  expnlficm  of  the 
enemy  from  New  York  was  preffed  with  un- 
remitting afliduity.  The  poffieffion  of  Long 
Kland  rendering  Governor's  Ifland  no  longer 
tenable  by  the  Americans,  enabled  the  Britifli 
army  to  command  the  city,  and  the  acqui- 
fition  of  three  fmall  iflands,  Barren,  Montrefor, 
and  Buchanan,  cut  oif  all  communication  by 
fea. 

Washtngton  was  anxious  to  anfwer  the 
t^  lilies  of  congrefs,  by  maintaining  pofleflion 
of  this  city,  but  found  his  difficulties  daily 
increafing.  Infubordi  nation,  defertion,  diilreisy 
and  a  total  evaporation  of  the  original  fpirit  of 
enterprize  which  animated  his  troops,  rendered 
his  profpeft  cheerlefs.  The  militia  were  ready  to 
depart,  and  if  they  left  the  army  without  being 
paid,  the  effeS  of  their  report  would  be  no 
lefs  injurious  to  the  fervice  than  the  want  of 
their  riumbei's.  The  troops  in  general  were 
importunate  and  urgent  in  their  demands  for 
money  ;'  winter  already  approached,  and  the 
army  was  only  equipped  for  a  fummer  cam- 
paign ;  their  clothes,  flioes,  and  blankets  were 
infufficient ;  their  tents  worn  out,  and  inade- 
quate to  more  than  two  thirds  of  their  number; 
and  the  iick  amounted,  according  to  the  returns, 
to  one  fourth  of  the  army/  The  general,  rea- 
foning  from  hiftory,  experience,  the  advice  of 
friends  in  Europe,  the  fears  of  the  Englifli,  and 
the  declarations  of  congrefs,  wifely  refolved 
to  make  the  war  on  his  (ide  purely  defenfive, 
a  war  of  pofts ;  to  avoid  general  action,  and 


%  Waihington's  LfUerty  v.  i.  p.  24.91 
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rUque Hodiiag,  except  on  cogent  and  inevita-  chap. 
bie  neceffity.  Perfuaded  of  the  prefunsptdon  ^^ 
of  ^rawing  out  young  troops  into  open  ground,  1776. 
affainft  their  fuperiors  both  in  number  and 
difcipline,  be  never  (to  ufe  his  awn  phraiie) 
%aretl  thefpade  and  pick-axe.  He  was,  however, 
enibarralfed  in  the  choice  of  difficulties :  if  be 
concentrated  his  whole  force  for  defence  of 
New  York,  he  muft  leave  the  country  open  for 
an  approach,  and  render  the  fate  o^  the  army 
and  its  flores  dependent  qn  his  fuccefs  in  fe- 
curingthe  city,  or  gaining  a  pitched  battle. 
On  the  other  hand,  to  abandon  an  important 
poll  which  many  deemed  defenfible,  and  on  the 
works  of  whichmuch  labour  had  been  beftowed, 
would  difpirit  the  troops  and  enfeeble  the 
caufe. 

A  COUNCIL  of  general  officers  unanimoufly  7th  Sept. 
concurred  in  adopting  a  middle  courfe.  The 
army,  confiding  of  twenty -three  thoufandmen, 
was  arranged  under  three  divifions :  five  thou* 
iand  to  remain  for  prote&ion  of  the  city ;  nine 
thoufand  to  fecure  Kingibridge,  and  its  depen- 
dencies, as  well  as  other  firong  pofis,  and  attaick 
the  Britifli  forces,  ihould  they  attempt  a  landing 
on  that  fide;  the  remainder  to  occupy  the  in- 
termediate fpace,  and  fupport  either. 

Judicious  movements  of  the  Britifh  fliips  of  1 3  A  and 
war  ilraitened  the  operations  of  the  enemy,  and  r^*^^^Jr 
prevented  the  completion  of  their  projeft  for  re*  xucitj. 
moving  the  ftores  by  fea.    Several  veflTels  were 
difpatched  up  the  Eaft  river,  and  three  men  of 
war  proceedecl  up  the  North  river  to  Blooming- 
dale  ;    thofe  on  the  Eaft  river  fcpuring  the 
grounds  by  a  heavy  cannonade.  General  Clin- 
ton commamled  the  firft  divifion  of  four  thou- 
fand men,  landed  at  Kipp's  Bay,  about  three 
miles  from  the  town,  aflailed  the  heights  where 

the 
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CHAP,  the  enemy  were  ftrongly  pofted,  and  took  poffcf- 
.XXIX.    flon  of  the  hieh  lantl  called  the  Inclenberg. 
1776.     The  Americans  had  formed  ftrong  intrench-' 
ments,  and  were  in  poflefiion  of  advantageous 
ground :  but  they  were  lured  from  their  hold 
by  a  feint,  and  the  inceflant  fire  of  round  ihot 
from  the  fliips  prevented   their  return.     The 
troops,  as  they  landed,  pofted  themfelves  on  the 
high  grounds,  which  ftretch  in  an  afcending 
dire6lion  from  the  fhore,  and  the  enemv  fled 
"with  precipitation.  A  party  of  feventy  Heffians 
advancing  towards  New  York,  fell  in  with  a 
body  of  fugitives   retreating   by  the    pafs  at 
Bloomingdale,  and  defeated  them  after  a  fhort 
ikirmifh.   Wafljington,  finding  all  his  efforts  to 
jrally  the  army  ineffectual,  battened  to  fecure  a 
retreat  to  Morris's  heights,  where  he  eflablifhed 
himfelf  in  fo  flrong  a  pofition  as  to  render  an 
immediate  attack  imprudent.    New  York,  witk 
the  heavy  cannon  of  the  enemy,  and  great  part 
of  their  ftores,  fell  into  the  poffeffion  of  general 
Howe.    Had  he  followed  the  counfel  of  an  able 
advifer,  and,  inftead  of  directing  his  immediate 
attention  to  New  York,  thrown  his  army  round 
Kingfbridge,  the  whole  American  force  would 
Imve  been  inextricably  hemmed  in.     Nor  was 
this  his  only  errpr :  after  taking  poflTeflSon  of 
the  town,  he  unprofitably  lofl  time,  while  Put- 
nam, with  three  thoufand   five  hundred  men, 
i6<b  Sep.    ^flfe^^d  his  retreat  to  the  main  body.     The  en^ 
fuing  day  a  fkirmilh  took  place  between  fome 
Britiiji  troops  and  a  party  of  Americans,  who 
were  fent  to  take  poflTeflion  of  a  wood  ;  from 
the  vicinity  of  their  intrenched  camp,  the  ene* 
my  were  enabled  to  ftrengthen  their  party  with 
continued  reinforcements ;  and,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  aftion,  a  great  number  became  engaged 

"oa 
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on  both  fides :    at  length  the  ^Americans  re-  c  H  A  f, 
treated/  ^!^ 

Before  the  furrender  of  New  York,  Wafli-  '776. 
ington  had  propounded  to  congrefs,  in  a  fire  by 
manner  which  Ihewed  that  he  entertained  a  Amcricaji 
predile6lion  for  the  meafure,  the  propriety  of  |^"*^' 
burning  the  city,  rather  ihan  fuffering  it  to 
remain  as  winter  quarters  for  the  Britilh  army.* 
Congrefs  gave  a  decided  negative  to  this  pro- 
pofal ; "  but  whether  in  confequence  of  private 
inftruftions,  incompatible  with  their  public 
orders  ;  whether  fome  individuals  in  the  army 
or  town  thought  proper  to  aft  from  their  own 
judgment ;  or  whether  from  the  mere  malice 
of  lurking  incendiaries,  the  city  was  fet  on  *«ftScpt 
fire  in  feveral  places,  and,  notwithftanding  the 
ilrenuous  exertion  of  the  military,  one  third 
of  the  buildings  deftroyed.  The  conflagration 
was  tremendoufly  grand ;  two  churches  were 
burnt,  and  the  American  army  at  Paulus  Hook, 
teftified  their  joy  at  the  fall  of  one  of  the 
fteeples,  by  three  cheers.  A  few  incendiaries, 
feized  witn  combuftibles,  w^re  facrificed  to  the 
rage  gf  the  foldiers;  nearly  two  hundred  in- 
dividuals were  arretted  on  fufpicion ;  but  al- 
though many  cart-loads  of  pine-fticks,  daubed 
at  each  end  with  fulphur,  were  found  concealed 
in  cellars,  no  circumftance  led  to  the  effec- 
tual dete6lion«  of  the  conlpirators.  * 

*  An  account  of  this  tranfa^lion  may  be  ieen  in  Walhington^t 
Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  261.  In  the  account  of  the  taking  of  New  Yorl^^ 
1  have  alfo  confuhed  his  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  258.  et  feqq.  and  tlie 
papers  laid  before  parliament. 

<  Wa(hington*s  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  24.6.  «  Idem,  p.  24.6. 

*  The  very  flight  mannei*  in  which  Waftington  mentions  the 
affair,  (fee  his  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  267.)  leaves  room  for  riifpiciop 
that  there  was  fome  myftery  in  the  tranfaflion  to  which  he  was 
privy,  but  whjch  was  not  to  be  difcloied  even  to  all  the  members  of 
fongxefi. 

The 
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c  H  A  r*  Til  E  American  array  bein  g  in  actuation  wlikb 
^^^^*  precluded  every  hope  of  iuccefs,  from  an  im- 
mediate attack,  the  liritifh  general  tlircw  up  a 
chain  of  redoubts  on  Macgowan's  hiU,  to  cover 
New  York,  ,and  render  it  capable  of  a  vigorous 
defence,  even  after  the  greater  part  of  the  army 
fliould  be  engaged  in  diftajot  operations.  When 
this  work  was  completed,  three  brigades  of 
Britiih,  and  one  of  Heffians,  were  lett  under 
12th  Oct  lord  Percy,  to  guard  the  town,  and  the  reft  of 
the  army  proceeded  in  flat  bottom  boats,  and 
batteaux,  through  a  dangerous  palfage  called 
Hell-gate,  to  attack  the  enemy's  rear,  by  the 
New  England  road.  They  landed  at  Frog's- 
neck,  an  ifland  connefted  with  the  main  by 
a  bridge,  which  was,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
broken  down  by  the  enemy.  A  movement 
might  eafily  have  been  made,  which  would 
have  reduced  the  Americans  to  the  neceffity 
of  defending  the  ifland,  or  forcing  their  way 
through  the  Britiili  lines,  to  gain  tlie  territory 
of  New  England.  General  Howe,  by  reject- 
ing advice  to  this  effeft,^  enabled  \yalhingtou, 
to  profit  by  the  advice  of  general  Lee/  and, 
coptrarv  to  his  original  inteatioQ,  abandon  his 
perilous  fituation. 
stdk  Without   deriving  any    advantage  from 

tlieir  laft  movement,  the  liritiih  forces  re-im- 
barked,  and  proceeded  along  the  coaft  to  PeU> 
Point,  where  they  ought  originally  to  have 
landed.  A  flvirmifli  took  place  near  Eaft 
Chefter,  between  a  divifion  of  the  American 
colonel  Glover's  brigade,  and  an  advanced  party 

T  It  was  propofed  to  Sir  William  Howe,  to  pafs  by  City  Orchard, 
an  J  thf  nee  TO  Mill's  Creek  and  Rochellc.  Lord  Howe  objeAed  tu 
Miirs  Creek,  under  the  notion  of  its  being  uhfafe  for  (hips, 

»  Stedman>  vol.  i.  p.  2ii«  See  alTo  Walbington^sLctters,  vol  i* 
p.  a^4. 

of 
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of  the  Britilh,  who  fucceeded   in  expelling  chap. 
them  from  a  ftrong  pofitian.  •  ^"^ 

The  principal  divifion  of  the  Britifli  army,      1776. 
proceeding  to  New  Rochelle,  were  joined  by  « '^J^ 
afecond  btfdy  of  foreign  troops,  under  gene-  w^ne 
til  Knyphaufen,    %rho  had  landed  fafely   at  Fbww* 
Miirs  Creek.    The  Americans  were  ftretchcd 
parallel  to  the  Britifli  from  Kingfbridge  on 
the  right,  to  White  Plains  on  the  left.  .They 
were  reparated  by*a  deep  river,  called  the  BmnXy 
on  the  eaftern  fide  of  which,  their  whole  army 
occupied  afoitifled  camp.    The  royal  forces,      *^** 
the  left  commanded  bv  Howe,  the  right  by     *«*. 
Clinton,  approached  Wliite  Plains,  driving  be- 
fore them  feveral  detachments  of  the  enemy,  . 
who  created  confiderable  alarm  in  the  camp« 
The*tents  were  ftanding  :  the  hurry  of  ftriking 
and  loading  them  in  waggons,  together  with 
the  movements  of  troops  back^vards  and  for* 
wards,    in  evident  irrefolution,  prefented  aa 
extraordinary  pidure  of  corifufion.     The  num- 
ber of  American  forces  is  calculated  at  about 
eighteen  thoufand,  but  diftieartened,  infubor- 
dinate,  and  undifciplined  ;    the  Britilh  were 
thirteen  thoufand,  in  the  utmoft  vigour,  fpirits, 
and  difcipline.    The  centre  of  the  enemy  was 
eafily  aflailable,  and  fuccefs  in  that   quarter 
muft  have  been  fatal  to  tliem:  but  Waftiington 
having,   for  fome  inexplicable  reafon,  polled 
four  thoufand  men  in  an  advantageous  pofition 
on  an  eminence ;  general  Howe,  mifcalculating 
the  importance  of  the  fitiiation,  direded  hi» 
principal  eiforts  againft  it :    the   attack  was 
hardly  lefs  fcvere  and  hazardous  than  an  alfault 
on  the  lines  ;  but  the  victory  gained  by  the  in- 

«  Stedman.    The  Americans  are  faid  to  hare  ber n  vi£lorious  in 
Wafliington's  LetterSi  vol.i.  p.  296, 

trepidfty 
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CHAP,  trepidity  of  the  troops  was  of  no  effeft,  as  tlie 
is2!^  Americans,  after  the  battle,  remained  tranquil 
1776.     in  their  intrenchments.** 

Several  days,  fubfequent  to  this  engage- 
ment, were  pafled  on  both  fides  in  ftrengthen- 
ing  their  pofitions;  the  Americans  anxious  to 
render  an  attack  on  their  lines  hopelefs ;  the 
Britifli  general  defirous  to  make  the  event  cer- 
tain, by  polfeffVng  himfelf  of  the  rear  of  the 
enemy,  fo  as  to  cut  off  retreat,  waited  for  rein- 
jothoa.  tbrceraents.  On  their  arrival,  a  difpoiition 
was  made  for  an  attack ;  but  the  weather  oc- 
cafioncd  delay,  and  the  Americans  completed 
their  fortilications.  They  did  not,  however,- 
feel  conlident  in  this  advantage ;  for,  having 
ift  Nov*  learned  from  a  defeiter  that  Howe  intended  to 
afikil  them  the  next  morning,  they  fuddenly 
evacuated  their  lines,  and  retired  acrofs  the 
Croton  to  an  impregnable  pofition,  defended 
in  the  front  by  the  river,  and  in  the  rear  by 
woods  and  heights.  In  their  retreat  they 
J)umed  all  the  houfes  and  forage  on  White 
Plains. 
Capture  of .  Wearied  with  an  unavailing  purfuit  of  an 
iotto!r^^*  enemy  determined  to  avoid  a  direft  encounter, 
the  Britifli  general  engaged  in  the  reduSion  of 
Fort  Wafl]ington,  an  important  poll,  fecurin[ 
a  communication  with  the  Jerfey  fhore,  am 
effedualiy  commanding  the  navigation  of  the 
North  river;  well  fortified,  and  not  to  heap- 

1)roaclied  without  expofing  the  befiegers  to  a 
leavv  fire.  The  defence  was  entrufted  to 
colonel  Magaw,  a  native  of  Penfylvania,  who 
had  quitted  the  bar  for  the  military  profeflion. 


^  It  is  fuggefted,  that  Waihington  probably  |Softed  this  corp$  on 
the  right  of  the  Brunx  t(^  cover  the  retreat  of  his  armyr )  and  if  gene* 
Howe  entertained  the  fame  notion,  it  accounts  for  his  attack. 

•       .    •  and 
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aifd   was  peculiarly    qualified   for    his   truft.   chap. 
The   batteries   being  completed,  the  garrifon   ^^^ 
was  fummoned,  but  Italian tly  refufed  to  fur-     1776. 
render.     The  fort  was  refolutely  ftormed  by  [l'^^'"''' 
the  Britilh  army  in  four  divifions,  and  after 
a  fpirited    conteft,    the   whole   garrifon    fur- 
reudered  prifoners   of  war.     Tbe  lofs  of  the 
royal  army  in  killed  and  wounded  amounted 
to  eight  hundred  «  that  of  the  enemy  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  prifoners,  to  three  thoufand  three 
hundred.      Waftiington   in  perfon    confulted 
with  Magaw,  in  tlie  niorning  of  the  attack,  on 
the  means  of  defence ;  and,  during  the  action, 
fent  inftrufttons  to  hokl  out,  and  he  would  de- 
tach  reinforcements,  but  the  melfeno^er  arrived 
too  late.     Tlie  American  general  highly  valued 
this  fort,  and   deeply  deplored  the  lofs  of  fo 
many  m6n,  and  fo  great  a  quantity  of  artil- 
lery and  ftores,  which  he  defpaired  of  feeing 
replaced/ 

IMMEDIATELY  aftcr  this  fucccfs,  lord  Cofn-  i«t!i. 
wallis  landed  on  the  Jerfey  Ihore ;  the  garrifon  f^^^'^ 
of  Fort  Lee,  on  his  approach,  retreated  in  con-  Ncwjcrfcy^ 
fulion,  leaving  their  tents  ftdnding,  with  all 
their  provifions  and  military  ftores :  the  fort   • 
was  of  no  confequence  after  the  lofc  of  Fort 
Waflilngton.'^     The  Amerjcan  leader,  confider- 
ing  his  only  chance  of  fafety  to  confift  in  pre- 
cipitate retreat,  gained  with  great  expedition 
the  further  ihore  of  the  Ilakeniack  river,  leav- 
ing on  the  road  great  cjuantities  of  ftores  and 
artilleyy^    In  the  fpace  of  about  three  weeks, 
lord  Cornwallis  ovef-ran  the  whole  province 
of  New   Jerfey,  -the  American  .  general   eou- 
ftantly  flying  before  him.* 

The 

c  Waihington^ft  Lettors^  v.  i.p.  319.       <>  Idem,  p.  318. 
«  From  fome  deJays  made  in  the  coiirfe  of  this  piirfait>  cetirjre 
has  been  inferred,  as  if  lord  Cornwallis  was  rtftrained^  by  want  of 

proper 
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CHAP.  The  winter  having  now  ceimnenced,  tlic 
xxiX.  Britifli  troops  were  placed  in  winter  quarters^ 
^"'TrfS^  between  the  Delaware  and  the  Hakenfack,  the 
r7thDcc.  latter  of  which  runs  near  New  York.  The 
S^thc^'Sri.  enemy  in  the  mean  time  retreated  acrois  the 
tiih  troop*   Delaware. 

iuartm"        During  the  progrefs  of  lord  Comwallis* 
Expedition  general    Clinton,    in   epipoiition.  to  his  .  own 
foRhoiie   judgment,  was  engaged  in-  an  eacpedition  to 
Rhode  liland,   to   which  he   was  diipatched 
after  the  battle  of  White  Plains.     He  ftrongfy 
urged  the  fuperior  advantage  of  being  landed 
at  Amboy,    for   the  purpofe  of  co*operatii^ 
with  lord  Cornwallis,  or  proceeding  on  boaid 
lord  Howe's  fleet  to  the  Delaware,  to  take  pof- 
feffion  of  Philadelphia;  but  his  propofitions  were 
over-ruled,  principally  becauie  lord  Howe  in- 
filled on  Rhode  Ifland  as  neceHaiy   for   the 
fleet.     On  the  approach  of  tlie  Britifh  force, 
the  enemy  abandoned  the  ifland ;  and  the  Ame* 
rican  fquadron  Under  Hopkins  retired  up  the 
rfver  Providence,  where  it  remained  blocked 
up  and  inadive» 
%6thNov.       During  the  career  of  fuceefs,  lord  Howe 
^o^bTthc  a^d  the  general  iflued  a; proclamation,  recapi- 
Howcs.      tulating  their  former   offers,    and   promifmg 
free  pardons  to  all  who  ihould,  witiiin  fixty 


proper  af^iTity,  or  withheld  by  the  comi^onds  •£  hit  liiperien  t 
the  chief  proof  in  favour  of  thefe  fvppofitions  is,  that  the  puriumg 
trmy  generally  arrived  at  every  place  from  which  the  enemy  leirett* 
ed|  at  the  moment  when  they  had  quitted  the  (pot.  It  is  to  be  ob« 
ferved,  however,  that  the  Americans  had  conftantly  fuch  pofeft 
ilitelUgence  of  the  preparations  of  the  royal  army,  as  enabled  tbem 
to  guefs  with  certainty  the  intentions  •  of  tiie  general,  and  rochtflge 
tl\gir  poiition  at  the  laft  moment.  It  appears  too  fixMn  the  teftmony 
ot  general  Wafliington  himfelf,  that  the  expedhioiif  progrefs  of  the 
Britifli  armywasy  towards  the  latter  end  of  Noveii>ber>  fufpcndedby 
bad  weather.  See'Stednian,  v.  i..  p.  219*  Wdlhioglon^s  JLettert, 
Y.  i.  p.  3i»9  323.  et  paflim. 
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clays,  appear  before  goverjiors  of  provinces,  or  CHAiP. 
military  or  naval  commanders,  and  enter  into  J^J[^ 
engagements  to  remain  peaceable  and  obedient     1776* 
iubje6ts/     The  lenity  of  this  rneafure,  com- 
bined with  the  progrefs  of  the  army,  induced 
great  numbers  to  accept  the  proffered  benefits,  1 

and  M'hole  diftrifts  renounced  their  arms. 
Walliington,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his 
retreat^  complained,  that  notwith (landing  his 
efforts  and  notices;  he  was  never  joined  by  the 
militia.  The  gpvernor,  council  and  alfembly, 
and  magiftracy  of  New  York,  had  deferted 
the  province;  repeated  attempts  to  embody 
the  militia  of  Philadelphia  had  failed;  and  a 
difpofition  to  meet  general  Howe  with  a 
cheerful  welcome  became  generally  apparent. 
Had  the  Britifh  army  been  able  to  proceed 
immediately  1,0  Philadelphia,  it  was  fuppofed 
the  whole  continent  would  have  followed  the 
example  of  that  city ;  but  they  could  not,  for 
want  of  boats,  crofs  the  Delaware,  and  were 
obliged  to  wait  till  the  ice  Ihould  be  fuffici* 
cntly  formed  to  permit  a  paffage. 

The  partizans  of  congrefs   were    alfo  dif-  13th  Dec. 
heartened  by  the  capture  of  general  Lee,  whofe  Sj^  ^^ 
experience  and  talents  were  more  relied  on  by  Lee. 
the  Americans,  and  dreaded  by  the  Englifh,  than 
thofe  of  the  commander  in  chief.     His  timely 
difcernment  had  already  faved  the  provincial 
army,  and  though  Wafliington  does  not  appear 
to  have  enteitained  a  fincere  friendfliip  for  him, 
ftill,  in  the  difaftrous  fituatioh  of  tlie  American 
caufe,  he  was  folicitous  for  his  prefence  and  af- 
iiilance.  Lee,  while  advancing  to  join  Wafhing- 
ton,   quitted  his  camp  before  Morriftown  on  a 
reconnoitring  expedition,  and  ftopped  almoft  un« 

^  See  the  proclamation  and  fonn  of  pardon.  Annua]  Regifter 
for  i777»  P-  »94« 
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CHAP,  attended  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  from  the 
XXIX.  niain  body  of  his  troops  for  refrefliment :  in  this 
fituation  he  was  furprized  by  a  detachment  of 
light  horfe,  under  colonel  Harcourt,  and  con- 
Teyed  with  great  celerity,  through  a  confider- 
able  extent  of  country,  to  New  York.  This 
gallant  exploit  caufed  no  lefs  exultation  in  the 
Britifli  than  regret  iu  the  provincial  army.  No 
officer  of  equal  rank  being  in  captivity  among 
the  Americans,  Wafliington  offered  fix  field 
officers  in  exchange,  but  received  for  reply,  that 
Lee,  being  a  deferter  from  the  Britiili  fervice, 
could  not  be  confidered  as  a  prifoner  of  war. 
It  was  ineffeftually  alleged  on  the  other  fide, 
that  he  hajcl  refigned  his  commiffion  before 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities ;  no  argu- 
ments or  offers  could  procure  his  releafe,  he 
was  confined,  and  vigilantly  guarded.  Con- 
grefs,  exafperated,  rcfcinded  an  efiablifhed  re- 
gulation, in  the  nature  of  a  cartel,  for  the 
exchange  of  prifoners,  deprived  of  their  pa- 
role feveral  Britifh  officers,  and.  declared  that 
the  treatment  experienced  by  general  Lee  ihould 
form  the  model  of  their  condutb  towards  pri- 
foners. 

In  no  period  of  this  feries  of  calamities  does 
it  appear  that  the  flrmnefs  of  congrefs  everde- 
ferted  them,  or  that  they  loft  fight  of  the  great 
objed  of  their  principal  leaders,  the  ellablifli- 
ment  of  independence,  «ind  total  feparation 
from  Great  Britain.  Some  of  their  meafures 
were  raih,  fome  perhaps  impolitic,  and  others 
tyrannical ;  but  they  fcem  on  the  whole  to  have 
purfued  a  mode  of  conduft  more  dignified  than 
could  have  been  expeded  in  their  circumftances, 
and  fufficiently  wife  to  ferve  as  the  founda- 
tion of  permanent  fuccefs,  if'  they  were  unex- 
pectedly favoured  by  -fortune. 
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Soon  after  the  declaration  of  independence,   chap. 
they  voted  articles  of  confederation  and  union,   ^^^ 
in  which  they  affumed  the  appellation  of  "the      «776. 
United  States  of  America,"  and  limited  the  ge-  Anidc^Vf 
neral  dependence  of  eachftate  upon  the  deci-  confodcra* 
fions  of  the  delegates  in  congreis,  without  de-  ^■^' 
priving  any  of  their  full  freedom  of  action  in 
the  regulation  of  their  own  internal  gavem- 
ment'    Theypaffed  refolutions  for  raifingby  ^doa. 
loan,  at  four  per  cent  eighty  thoufand  dollars,  <>*«• 
for  which  certificates  were  to  be  given,  and  the  "***  "*^* 
faith  of  the  United  States  pledged  to  the  lend- 
ers for  both  principal  and  intereft.  *    Asthcfe 
certificates  were  transferrable,  and  liable  to  be 
depreciated,  congrefs,  by  a  fubfequent  law,  fub-  i7^I>eei 
jefted  perfons  refufing  to  receive   the  paper 
currency  for  goods  or  debts,  or  withholding 
their  property  from  fale,  or  raifing  the  price,  fo 
as  to  make  a  difference  between  cafh  and  pa- 
per, to  forfeiture  of  their  goods,  lofs  of  their 
debts,  and  a  penalty  proportioned  to  the  amount 
of  their  tranfgreffion .  *     Another  proje6l  for  iSANor. 
raifing  money  was  a  lottery  of  four  hundred 
thoufand  tickets,  divided  into  clafles,   and  in 
which  five  millions  of  dollars  were  diftributed 
into  prizes.  ^    To  re-animate  the  declining  ipirit  xothDec, 
of  the  people,  congrefs  publiflifed  an  addrels^  in 
their  accuftomed  ftyle,  recapitulating  the  topics 
of  complaint  againil  Great  Britain,  and  fabri- 
cating many  new  charges  arifing  out  of  the  mode 
of  condufting  the  war;  vigour  and  unanimity, 
they  faid,  would  enfure  fuccefs.    They  boafted 
of  effential  fervices  already  rendered  by  foreign 
ftates,  of  pofitive  afiurances  of  further  aid,  and 

f  See  Almonds  Remembrancer,, Tol.  it.  p.  140* 

^  Idem,  pp«  fti9.  183. 

^  Idem,  vol,  t.  p.  36*       ^  Idem,  p.  13. 
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CHAP,   fpoke  in  contemptuous  terms  of  Britifli  valmif. 
s^^^iL/   ^^^^  ^^^y?  during  the  whole  campaign,  they  laid 
1776.     had  been  checked  in  its  progrefs,  and  liad  not, 
till  within  the  laft  two  weeks,  ventured  above 
ten  miles  from  the  fleet:  their  prefent  advances 
were  not  produced  by  any  capital  fuccefs,  but  a 
fuddcn  diminution  of  the  American  force  from 
the  expiration  of  enliftments.     No  terms  could 
.    be  obtained  from  (ireat  Britain  but  uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion;  but   cordial   union    Mould 
check  the  progrefs  of  the  army,  and  re-animate 
the  declining  caufe  of  America.     Even  when 
20th  Dec*    congrefs  was  compelled  to  abandon  Philadel- 
They retire  pbia,  and  take  refuge  in  Baltimore, "  no  public 
toBaiti-     act  teftified  defpair,  or  a  defire  to  procure  im- 
munity by  a  facrifice  of  public  fpirit.  Some  in- 
dividuals joined  the  Britifli  anny,  and  others 
maintained  a  conftant  correfpondence  with  the 
generals  for  terms  of  fafety  ; "  but  the  whole 
body,  in  all  their  public  ads,  maintained  an  un- 
varied appearance  of  dignity  and  fovereignty. 
Mlfarable        '^^^^  army,  thc  fole  eftedtive  bafis  of  their 
ftaicofthc  hopes,  had  been  formed  in  a  manner  founex- 
army.        peded,  and  on  a  plan  fo  radically  bad,  that  it 
could  now  only  be  viewed  with  fentiments  of 
defpair.     The  rcquifite  interval  for  effefting  a 
complete  reform  could  not  be  expeded;  totally 
to  dilband  thc  exifting  force  was  impoffible, 
without  abandoning  every  hope  of  final  fuccefs; 
and  yet  every  difafter  produced  fuch  great  de- 
falcations, that  it  was  reduced  to  a  number  not 
exceeding  five  thoufand,  and  eventhofe  were 
impatiently  awaiting  the  day  which  iliould  fet 

1  Remembrauicer,  vol.  it.  p.  ayo. 

a  For  this  purpofe  they  adjourned  fr#ni    the  X2th  to  thei^thof 
December  i  having  in  the  mean  tinae  s^pointcd  a  foleiSD  h&. 

*  From  pnvate  informatien* 
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them  free  from  their  engagement.  In  the  be-  chap. 
ginning  of  hoftilitiesenthufiafm,  and  a  defireof  ^Ji^ 
aflifting  in  a  ftruggle  for  a  fuppofed. limited  «77^- 
object,  brought  great  numbers  to  the  field, 
who  exerted  themfelves  with  farprizing  ardour 
ill  the  hope  of  abridging  the  conteft.  Yet 
even  they  wei:e  not  infenfible  of  the  difadvanr 
tages  of  their  fituation,  they  faw  M'ith  joy  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  fervice,  and  Wafh- 
iTig;ton,  after  forming  a  few  foldiers,  felt  the 
mortification  of  being  ol)liged  to  train  a  new 
army.  His  fecond  army  difi^ered  however  in 
many  particulars  from  the  firft ;  the  men  were 
raifed  at  theinftigation  of  others,  rather  than  by 
their  own  impulfe,  and  brought  with  them 
many  fordid  views,  and  perfonal  animofities, 
which  threatened  ruin  to  the  caufe.  The  par- 
fimony  of  congrefs,  animated  in  fome  meafure 
by  a  jealoufy  of  their  own  general,  did  not  af- 
ford fufficient  bounty  to  recruits,  or  an  ade- 
quate  pay  to  officers :  confequently  men  who 
held  commiffions  were  known  to  pra<5Hfe  the 
loweft  arts  to  ekeout  their  beggarly  fubfiftence ; 
they  even  pilfered  the  pay  and  blankets  from 
their  own  privates.  The  officers  were  alfo  elcftr 
ed  by  the  troops,  which  produced  a  difgufting 
equality,  no  lefs  offenfive,  to  manners  than  fub- 
verfive  of  fubordination  :  fome  corps  would  not 
yote  for  officers,  unlefs  they  confented  to  join 
their  pay  in  a  common  ftock,  from  which  all 
drew  an  equal  proportion.  This  gave  rife  to 
jnany  low  praftices  on  the  part  of  officers,  and 
t!ven  fubjefted  them  to  the  noceffity  of  excr- 
cifing  their  trades  for  fubfiftence :  fo  that  in  pre- 
fenceof  fevcral  perfons  of  confideration,  one  of 
them  was  feen  ffiaving  his  own  corps.  The  local 
animofities  which  diftinguifli  every  cpuntry 
\yerp  violent  aiul  xanoorous  in  the  American 
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CHAP,  army;*  and  the  militia  were  backward,  un-' 

^^^    difciplined,  and  refra6tory, 

'«77$.  The  general  conftantly  reprefented  to  con- 
grefs  the  improvidence  of  railing  a  military 
force  for  fo  flioit  a  period  as  a  year,  and  fliewed 
the  ncceflSty  of  exercifine  a  greater  degree  of 
vigour  and  generofity,  oy  augmenting  the 
bounties,  enforcing  the  levies,  and  extending 
the  period  of  fervice  to  three  years,  or  the  ter- 
mination of  hoili lilies.     In  purfuauce  of  thefe 

26th  Sept.  fuggeftibns,  congrefs  at  length  palled  a  vot^ 
for  raifing  eighty-eight  battalions  to  fervei 
during  the  war,  and  indicated  the  proportion 
to  be  contributed  by  6ach  flate  '^  a  bounty  of 
twenty  doUare  was  offered  to  each  private; 
portions  of  land  were  promifed  to  both  officers 
and  privates,  or  their  widows  or  reprefentatives, 
at  the  clpfe  of  hpftilities,?  and  to  preferye  the 
intended  benefit  to  the  obje6ls  of  its  original 
deftination,  all  alTignments  were  declared  Void. 
pfficers,  except  generals,  weretobe  app6inteclby 
the  governments  of  the  feveral  ftates ;  the  com- 
milTionsto  beiffued  by  congrefs.  The  chai'geof 
cloathins:  was  however  to  be  deducted  from  the 
pay  of  the  privates ;  and  thofe  who  had  already 
received  a  bounty  of  ten  dollars,  were  by  ^ 

•  s        ■ .       ■  :■...• 

•  Stedmaiiy  vol.i.  p.  206. 

F  It  was  as  follows :  Virginia  and  Maflachuifefs  Bay  1 5  bat- 

falions  each  ;  Pcnfylvania   12;  North  Carolina  9^  Soiith  CaroIIria 

6  i  New  Hampfliire  3  j  CoAifle^iicut  and  Maryland  8  each  ;  Rhode 

^     'Ifland  2  i  Dc'hwarc  i  ;  Georgia  i  ;  New  York  and  Jerfey,  being 

partly  in  the  (loiTedlon  of  the  Bn'tilh,  only  4  each. 

9  The  lands  were  promifed  in  the  following  proportiODSs 
To  a  colonel   -        -        -        -    *    500  acres« 
Lieutenant-colonel    •        -        *        450 
Major     fc   V     -        -        t,        m,        400 
Captain  *         -         -         -       .500 

Lieutenant       ^        #>        »        •        10a 
£n(ign    -        •        -         *         ■»        15a 
Each  non-commiflloned  ofBcer  and  7 
:  ibWier-      •  -^>       .       ♦    J  ^^^ 

r        fubfeguenti 
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'fubfequent  refolution,  no  lefs  impolitic  than   chap. 
mean,  to  be  deprived  of  that  fum  in  cafe  they   J^JI^ 
Aould  re-enlift/     Orders  were  alfo  iffued  for      1776.  ' 
preventing  the  monopoly  of  military  neceffaries,  '**  '^ 
for  a  more  effeftual  fupply  of  gunpowder,  and  i«i  oa* 
for  affuring  its  quality.     Thefe  meafures  werje 
not   adequate   to    the    increafinff  exigences: 
Washington  remonftrated  againft  the  parfimony 
of   congrefs ;    and   advifed,    that  inftead   of 
dghty-eight   battalions,   a  hundred    and  ten 
fhould  be  raifed;  but  even  the  fmaller  number 
couW  not  be  procured ;  the  militia  could  not 
■be  ftirtjulated  into  exertion,  and  the  general 
"faw  that  ten  days  more  would  terminate  the  Mtb.]>ec 
cxiftente  of  his  army.' 

General  Howe,  relying  perhaps  with  too  Hcffians 
fangiirne  confidence  on  the  terror  which  his  ftationed 
fttcceffes  would  fpread  among  the  Americans,  **'r«»*on» 
divided  his  army  into  fmall  detachments,  far 
diftant  from  each  other,  forming  a  chain  of 
{Communication  from  the  IXelaware  to  the  Ha- 
kenfack,  no  lefs  than  eighty  miles.  Trenton 
and  Bordenton,  the  baiTiers  to  the  Jerfeys, 
and  lying  neareft  the  enemy,  were  defended 
by  Heffian  troops,  under  colonel  Rhalle,  and 
count  Donop;  tndc  foreigners  w^ere  oiFenfive 
to  the  inhabitants  from  their  inordinate  rapa- 
city in  purfuit  of  plunder;  they  were  unac- 
quainted with  the  language,  and  incapable  of 
obtaining  proper  intelligence.  By  a  fingulay 
ittiprovi^nce,  the  pofts  of  Trenton,  Borden- 
ton, White  Horfe,  and  Burlington,  were  weakcft 
in  refpeft  of  troops,  and  leu  unfecured  from 
attack  by  any^  works  of  art,  not  a  fingle  re- 
doubt or  intrenchfnent  being  thrown  up  tq 
jprevent  furprize;  the  other  pofts,  in  defiance 

'  See  AImon*s  Remembnnccr. 

9  \Vatflungton'«Letten>Tol.i.p.  349. 
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crtAP,  of  rcafon,  were  made  ftrongcr  in  proportion  to 
xxTx.     ^]jg  increafe  of  their  diftancc  from  the  enemy, 


177^-      and  decreafe  of  their  probable  danger. 
Surprised        Wa s h I X g TO n,  Mcli  apprized  of  thefe favour- 
byWaih-    able  circumftancfs,  Itrongly  felt  the  neceflity 
of  making-  fome  brilliant  effort,  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year,   but  was  at  a  lofs  for  the 
means,  when  general  Arnold  vifited  the  camp, 
and  fuggefted  a  manoeuvre  equally  daring  and 
important.  *     Walliington  readily  acceded  to 
Arnold's  advice,  confidering  the  rifque  of  fmall 
importance,  as  ill  fuccefs  would  not  place  the 
American*  caufc  in  a  worfe  {ituation  than  inac- 
tion, and  a  few  days  would  terminate  the  exif- 
ii€th  Dec.   tence  of  his  army.  By  a  judicious  feint,  he  drew 
Donop  with  his  whole  force  from  Bordenton, 
and  dividing  his  tmops  into  three  parties,  com- 
manded them  to  meet  on  the  banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware on  the  night  of  Chriftmas,  a  feafqp  wbe» 
cuftomary  feftivity  would  add  to  the  effefts  of 
the  relaxed  dicipline  which  prevailed  among 
the  Heffians.     Although  the  palfage  was  begup 
as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  yet  from  the  quantity  of 
ice,  the  artillery  did  not  reach  the  oppofite 
iliore  till  three  o'clock,  and  did  not  take  up 
their  line  of  march   till  almoft  four.     Thefc 
difficulties,  however,  and  this  delay,  <lid  not 
difliearten  Walhington.  .ile  formed  his  detach- 
ment, confifting  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
men,  into  two  divifions,  and  each  took  a  dif- 
ferent road.      As  the  diftances    were  nearly 
equal,  both  were  dircffed,  imme cjiately  on  forc- 
ing the  guardSj.to  prefs  into  the  town,  that  t^ey 
might   charge  bet <Qvt'  ^hp  ;Gcrinans  had  time 
to  form.     They  marched  in  a  violpnt  frorni  of 
fnow  and  l>ail ;  the  firll  .divifion  arrive^  exactly 
at  eight  o'clock,*  the  other  in  thi;ee  minutes 
after:    the  out  g'uaids  in^d.e  Jittle  opposition, 

<  From  private  infonnatioiu 


G  EOUG  E    111.  441 

hcing  only  few  in  number  ;  they  kept  up,  chap. 
however,  a  conftant  retreating  tire  from  behind  ^  xxix. 
tlie  houfes:  the  main  body  formed,  but  colonel  ^j^s. 
llhalle,  and  feven  other  officers  bein^;  wounded, 
and  the  Americans  furroundino;  them  on  all 
iides,  twenty-three  officers,  and  eight  hundred 
and  eiglity-fix  men,  laid  down  their  arms. 
The  enemy  achieved  this  exploit  with  no  loft, 
having  only  two  officers,  and  one  or  two  pri- 
vates wounded.  The  entire  force  in  Trenton 
confifted  of  fifteen  hundred  men,  fonning  the 
regiments  of  Lanfpach,  Knyphaufen,  and  Rhalle, 
and  a  troop  of  Britilh  light  horfe  ;  but  on  the 
beginning  of  the  attack  the  remainder  effe6tcd 
their  efcape  by  the  road-  towards  Borden  ton. 
Thcfe  would  alfo  have  been  captured,  liad  the  -  • 

two  other  divifions  of  Wafliingtou'S  army  been 
able  to  execute  his  inftructious :  general  Ewing, 
who  commanded  one  party,  was  to  liave  pafled  y 
the  Delaware  atTrentoB  ferry,  and  taken  poflef- 
fionof  the  great  bridge;  general  Cadwalladerwas 
infti'ufted  to  crols  with  the  Penfylvania  militia  h  ! 
trom.  Briftol ;  Ewin^  found  it  impoffible  to 
difembark  any  part  ot  his  force,  from  the  great 
quantity  of  ice,  and  Cadwallader,  after  landing 
part  of  his  infantry,  was  obliged  to  re-imbark 
tjiem,  becaufe  he  could  not  tranfport  his  artil-! 
lery.  Wailiington,  apprehenfive  of  an  attack 
from  the  poft  below  Trenton,  returned  to  Mor- 
riftown  tnc  iame  evening,  with  the  prifoners 
aud  artillery  he  had  taken  :  there  were  very 
few  ftores." 

Whei«  Wafliington  projected  this  exploit, 
liis  chief  obje6l  was  to  encourage  his  parti- 
^ps,  by  a  fuccefsful  attempt,  but  he  -iDiever  fe- 
rioufly  thought  the  military  confequences  could 
Qxteml  beyond  tlie  day,  or  anfwer  any  further 

«  This  account  is  principally  taken   from    Waihington^s  own 
^amtivc  $  Letterst  vol.  i.  p.  360. 

purpofe 
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CH  AF.  parpofe  than  animating  the  adherehts  of  con- 
i^S^ij  grefs,  by  fhewing  that  the  redoubted  Heffians, 
>77^     the  veterans  fo  mueh  dreaded  in  America,  were 
not  invincible.     The  prifoners  were  ufed  for 
thispurpofe:  they  were  conveyed  to  Philadel- 
phia^ and  paraded  through^all-  the  ftreets,  ferv- 
jng  at  once  as  evidence  of  the  reality  of  vic- 
tory, and  an  excitement  to  military  ardour. 
The  general  expe6ted  that  the  fcene  of  his  fuc- 
cefe  would  have  been  immediately  re-occupied 
by  the  Britiih  forces ;   but  finding  this  expec- 
tation not  accompliihed,  ventured    again   to 
crofs  the  Delaware,  with  the  fame  divifion  of 
his  army,  not  deterred  by  the  quantity  of  ice 
already  formed,  nor  by  the  fear  of  difficulty 
fijam     .fi"d  fatifjue.'.  At  Trenton  he  made  a  mufter 
P777«     of  his  force,  and  the  perfuafions  of  officers, 
and  ,an  advance  of  ten  dollars  to  each,  coul({ 
only  prevail  on  about  half  of  thofe  whofe  term 
of  fervice  was  expired^  to  engage  for  fix  week$ 
longer. 
pM  Meanwhile  the  re^appearance  of  Walhingr 

J^J|^»|^«  ton  on  that  TkIc  of  the  Delaware,  had  alarmed 
ibcaimy.    the  Britifli  general ;  and  lord  CornwaUis,  who 
had  already  reached  New  York,  in  his  way  to 
England,  was  ordered  back  to  head  the  Britifh 
troops  in  the  Jerfeys  :   he  fpeedily  effiefted  a 
junction  with  general  Grant,  and  fomid  Wafli- 
tdjan.      ington,  who  had  retired  from  Trentortj  pofted 
on  fome  high  grounds  ;  a  cannonade  was  car- 
ped on  till  night,  and  lord  CornwaUis  expefted 
'  to  renew  the  attack  in  the  morning  ;  but  the 

wary  leader  of  the  Auierican  troops,  perceiving 
his  opponent  to  be  much  fuperior  in  numbers, 
and  hoping  to  furprize  Princeton,  "where  he 
rightly  conjeii^ured  a  fmall  force  only  was  left, 
quietly  difpatched  his  baggage  to  Burlington 

*  See  Waflvington'i  Ltttenj  vol.  i.  p.  3(}, 
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foon  after  dark,  and  renewing  his  fire^  pt  niid^  chap. 
night,  and  leaving  guard9  at  the  briidge  in  s^^^^ 
Trenton,  marched  oiF  filently  by  a  circ^iitou^     iy??^ 
route.     About  fun-rife  he  reached  Princeton  3d  Jan. 
where  he  found  only  three  regiment^  and  three  Wa&ing* 
troops  of  light  horfe,  under  the  command  of  m^lfes  * 
colonel  Mawhood,  who  had  juft  begun  his  fnuuum^ 
march  to  join  lord  Cornwallis.     The  colonel 
at  firil  miltook  the  advanced  guard  of  th^ 
enemy  for  Heffians,  but  foon  recognizing  hb 
miftake,  charged  with  great  impetuoiity :    the 
van  of  the  Americans  was  difordered;    th^ 
jfeventeenth   regiment,   led  by   captain  Scot, 
preflfed  forward  with  fixed  bayonets,  drove  the 
enemv  into  a  ravine,  and  findiqg  themfelve^ 
lanable  eiFedually  to  contend  again (l  number^ 
fo  much  fuperior,  cut  their  way  through,  an4 

fmrfued  their  march  to  Maidenhead,  a  vil« 
age  fituated  between  Princeton  and  Trenton, 
The  other  two  regiments,  unable  to  make  % 
fimilar  progrefs,  retreated  to  Brunfwick  witH 
a  lofs  of  nearly  half  their  force ;  the  A  me-* 
ricans  took  poflefiion  of  Princeton,  where  they 
acquired  fome  blankets,  fhoes,  and  a  few  other 
triflmg  articles,  burned  the  hay,  and  deftroyed 
fome  other  effe^ :  they  captured  alfo  two  braf» 
field  pieces,  but,  for  want  of  horfes,  could  not 
carry  them  away ;  the  number  of  prifoners  . 
was  near  eight  hundred,  aniong  whom  wer« 
fourteen  officers,  all  Britift. 

At  day-light  Cornwallis  difcovered  the  re- 
treat  of  the  American  army,  and  entertaining 
apprehenfions  for  the  farety  of  Brunfwick, 
yhieh  was  in  a  defencelefs  fituation,  hailened  tiqi 
its  relief.  Had  the  American  general  made 
this  attempt,  be  would  have  deftroyed  all  the 
^ritilh  (lores  and  magazinesi  and  taken  the 

military 
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CHAP,  military  cheft,  containing  feventy  thoufand 
v^i^  pounds ;  his  original  plan  was  to  have  pulhed 
i777»  on  to  IJrunfwick,  but  he  did  not  know  the 
military  chell  was  there,  and  the  harraffed  ftatc 
of  his  forces,  (many  of  whom  had  not  flept  for 
two  nights  and  a  day,)  and  ths  danger  of  lof- 
ing  the  advantage  already  gained,  by  aiming 
at  too  much,  induced  him,  by  the  advice  of 
his  officers,  to  relinquifli  the  attempt.  Thi« 
change  of  determination  may  be  principally 
imputed  to  the  gallant  refiftance  made  by  colo- 
nel Mawhood,  which  occafioned  fuch  delay, 
that  before  the  purfuit  was  tinilhed,  the  rear  of 
the  Englifh  was  in  fight;  Waihington,  how^ 
ever,  having  had  the  precaution  to  break  down 
the  bridge  over  Stony  brook,  obtained  fufficient 
time  to  retreat  unmolefted  to  Pluckemin.  ^ 
Andre-  '  LoRD  CoRNM'ALLis  with  great  difficulty 
krft'/'*^  purfued  the  track  of  Wafliington,  and  was 
^*'  ohlij^ed  to  halt  at  Brunfwick  to  rcfreib,  and 
repofe  his  army.  Waihington,  perceiving  that 
tlie  Britilh  had  totallv  evacuated  Trenton  and 
Princeton,  took  the  opportunity,  wliile  lord 
C  ornwallis  remained  at  Brunfwick,  to  oveiTun 
all  Eaft  and  Weft  Jerfcy,.  fpreading  his  army 
over  the  Rariton,  and  penetrating  into  Eflex 
county,  where  he  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the 
Goaft  oppofite  to  Staten  Ifland,  by  feizing  New- 
ark, Elizabeth  Town,  and  Woodbridge.  His 
head  quarters  he  fixed  at  IMorriftown,  fituatefl 
amongft  hills,  extremely  difficult  of  accefs.  A 
fine  countrv  was  in  his  rear*  Avhencc  he  could 
draw  fupplics,  and  through  which  he  could  at 
J  any  time  fecure  an  eafy  palTage  over  the  Dela- 
ware. Thefe  judicious  movements  iK)t  only 
faved  Philadelphia  and  Penfyh^nia,  but  reco^ 

y  PrMicipally  from  Wafliington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  j. 

vcrcd 


GEORGE    III-       -  44^ 

Vercd  great  part  of  the  Jerfcvs,  in  defiance  of  an  chap. 
arniv  infinitely  fiiperior  in  difciplinc,  refoiirces,     ^dcijC. 
and   numbei-s.     Of  all  their   recent  cxteniive      1777. 
j^olfeflions  in  tlie  Jerfeys,  the  Knglifli  now  re- 
tained only  the  ports  of  IJrunfwick  and  Aniboy; 
the  firft  fituatc^  on  the  banks  of  the  Rariton  ; 
the  fecond  on  a  point  of  land  at  its  month. 

Thu.>   the    campaign   of    1770  conclnded,  Obfenra. 
and  the  review  affords  few  motives  of  fatis-  |{,°"cara. 
faction  J  the  progrefs  of  the  Britilli  arms  was  paign, 
arrefted,  and   the  refult  of  previous  fuccelies 
Tavilhcd     from    their    grafp    by     an    enemy 
in   every    refpect    inferior.      The  tardy  com- 
mencement of  the   campaign  gave  time  for 
congreCs  to  iflue  their  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency, which  fruftratcd  all  attempts  at  con- 
ciliation ;  but  had   general    Howe,  ^vho  pof- 
Jjefled  abundant  means,  begun  his  operations 
earlier,    and   with  vigour,    the  violent  party 
would    not   have    carried    their   hardly-con- 
tefted  point,   nor  have  obtained  the  lanftion 
of  the  people  in  rejecting  the  proffered  terms  of 
peace.      The    languid  purfuit  of  the  Ameri* 
cans  acrofs  the  Jeribys  has  been  perhaps  more 
blamed    than    it    defer ves ;    it    appears    from 
Wa/hington's  letters,  that  the  progrefs  of  the 
Biitilh  troops  was  impeded  at  the  clofe  of  No* 
vember  by  bad  weather,  and  no  delay  took 
place  afterwards  which  could  be  avoided :  the 
Americans  poIfeHed  the  advantage  of  moving 
a  light  unincumbered  body  of  troops  over  a 
territory  with  which  they  were  perfeflly  ac- 
quainted.    The  generals  have  been  frequently 
accufed  of  neglecting  opportunities  to  gain 
the  rear  of  the  American  army,  and  thus  com- 
pletely overwhelm  them  ;  but  fuch  allegations 
are  always  to  be   received  with  caution ;    a 
movement  of  the  kind  appears  perfectly  eafy 

to 
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CHAP,  to  men  who  merely  reafon,  and  is  eafily  de- 
^^'^  monftrable  on  paper,  but,  if  attempted  irf  the 
field,  it  might  involve  a  viftorious  army  in 
inevitable  ruin,  or  at  beft  be  fiiiftrated  by  the 
liioft  fimple  di6^ates  of  the  momentary  exi- 
gency* But  no  adequate  vindication  appears 
for  the  ftrange  manner  in  which  the  troops 
were  polled  in  the  Jerfeys  :  general  Howe 
adopted  the  meafure  in  con  tradition  to'  his 
better  judgment^*  but  his  error  is  in  every  point 
of  view  inexcufable.  Equally  culpable  was 
the  ihameful  negleft  o£  caution  ancl  difciptine 
which  facilitated  the  furprize  a,t  Trenton,  and 
for  which  colonel  Rhalle  paid  with  his  life. 
But  Rhalle  alone  was  not  blameable ;  general 
Grant,  his  fuperior  in  command,  omitted  the 
important  duty  of  vifiting  his  pofls,  giving  his 
orders^  and  perfonally  infoefling  their  execu- 
tion. After  the  event  at  Trenton,  the  Britilh 
army  feems  to  have  been  paralyfed  by  alarm, 
incapable  of  refolute  meafures  for  aflailing  a 
foe  who  ftill  held  them  in  terror,  or  for  prudent 
defence  of  a  province,  which  no  force  poifeiTed 
by  the  Americans  could  have  wrefted  from 
them. 

The  pacificatory  powers  were  not  always 
nfed  with  judgment:  the  proclamations  and 
overtures  for  conciliation  were  wife  and  fuf- 
ficiently  dignified ;  but  when  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  perlons  inNewYork,  Queen's  County^ 
Long  Ifland,  and  feveral  towns,  ports,  and 
inferior  places,  prefented  petitions  to  the 
oommiffioners,  profefling  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  fupremacy  of  the  king,  and  the  con* 

*  He  wBs  remonftrated  with  on  tbe  fubjef^*  and  a  few  days  be- 
fore Waihington^s  attack  wrote  to  a  general  officer  in  thefe  tams : 
'*  I  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  run  a  chain  acroTs  Jerfey  j  tiie 
**  links  are  too  fai^  afuodir,**  .  From  privatfr.infonaatioii. 

>^  ftitutional 


] 


GEORGE    IlL  447 

ftitutional  authority  of  Great >  Britain  ;  and  chap* 
when  they  followed  thefe  declarations  by  ^^^^ 
raifing  a  militia,  and  a  confiderabie  body  of 
troops  for  the  royal  fervice,  no  attention  was 
paid  to  tlieir  requeft  for  a  reftoration  of  thofe 
rights  which  the  law  and  the  proclamation  in- 
titled  them  to  claim.  In  fuch  a  period,  when 
the  public  faith  was  to  be  vindicated,  and  a 
good  example  prefented,  verbal  difquifitions 
lliould  not  have  been  afliiduoufly  fought;  and 
if  declarations,  attended  by  fuch  ads,  were 
not  fo  forcibly  worded  as  the  friends  of  parlia* 
mentary  authority  might  wifli,  it  was  neverthe- 
lefs  their  intereft,  and  their  duty,  to  prefent 
every  facility  to  an  accommodation,  which 
was  of  more  importance  than  a  long  feries  of 
viftories.  * 

But  if  this  negleft  was  prejudicial  to  the 
Britilh  caufe,  how  much  morfe  fatal  was  the 
deteftable  licentioufnefs  in  which  the  military 
were  permitted  to  indulge  in  the  Jerfeys. 
Plunder  and  wanton  infult  difgufted  and  in- 
cenfed  the  natives,  and  afforded  opportuni- 
ties of  reproach,  which  were  not  negleded 
by  the  partizans  of  America ;  ^  details  of 
each  fpecific  wrong  M^ere  taken  on  oath,  and 
publilhed  in  the  news-papers,  to  irritate  the 
people  againft  the  king  and  the  Britiih 
nation.  Thus  the  minds  of  the  loyal  re- 
ceived a  contrary  impulfe,  and  many  in 
dcfperation  joined  the  Americans.""  In  vaitt 
will  it  be  alleged,  in  palliation  of  thefe  un- 
denied  enormities,  that  it  was  impoffible  to 

*  *  See  Annual  Regifter,  17779  p.  13* 

^  See  Galloway^s  Letters  to  a  Nobleman  on  the  Condbft  of  the 
War  in  Uie  middle  Colonies,  p«  41.  Wafliington^s  Letterti  vol* 
ii«  p.  1. 

c  Galloway^s  Letters  to  a  Noblemanf  p.  4.3. 

reflrain 
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CHAP,  rcftrain  the  furtive  and  licentious  difpoCtion 
^^^]^',  of  the  foreiGjn  mercenaries :  were  this  allega- 
tion true,  it,  proves  only  the  impolicy  of 
taking  up  winter  quarters  with  fuch  ti^oops,  in 
a  place  where  it  was  deferable  to  keep  alive  the 
fpirit  of  loyalty  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  Rhode 
Ifland,  under  the  more  difcrcet  and  correct 
management  of  lord  Percy  and  general  Clin- 
ton, exhibits  not  a  finale  inftance  of  com- 
plamt. 
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CHAPTER   THE  THIRTIETH: 
1776— 1777* 

Meeting  of  parliament.  —  King's  Jpeech.  ~ 
Debates  on  the  addre/s.^^Differeaces  in  opi^ 
nion  among  the  members  ofoppo/ttion. — De* 
bate  on  the  proclamation  at  New  Vork.-^ 
partial  feceffion  of  oppojition. —  Recefs. — 
Attempt  to  burn  the  royal  arJenals.-^Biti 
for  fujpending  the  habeas  corpus  —  Amended 
in  the  Committee. — ABfor  ijjuing  Itttei^sofl 
^marque.  —  Lord  Chfttham's  motion  rtfptQing 
America. — Debates  on  taxes  andfuppUcs.  — ^ 
King's  mejfage  refpeBing  the  arrears  pf  tht^ 
civil  liji.  —  Supply  ♦  granted.  — '•  Debate  and 
proteji  in  the  Lords. — Speech  of  Sir  Fletcher 
Norton  on  prefenting  the  bill  to  the  King — 
he  is  thanked  by  the  houje  —  debate  on  the 
fubjeQ-^his  co7iau8t  more  decifively  aj)prt)ve((* 
— Clofe  of  the  fcffion.  — Ki?ig's  fpecch. — 
State  of  the  public  mind. — State  find  views 

^f  fo^^^S^^  potcers  with    re/pcB  to  Great 
Britain^ 

A  TEMPtiRATfi  fpecch  from  the  throne  opened  9J*4^* 
^  the  feflfion  of  parliament.    The   kin^-  de*-  ^Z^ 
clared,   nothing  could  have  afforded  hjm  fo     y^ 
much  fatisfufiion  as  to  ftate,  that  the  troubles  MretiDgof 
by  which  the  American  colonies  had  been  fo  p»«^*»*- 
long  diftra6led  were  at  an  end  ;  and  that  the  ^"g^, 
unhappy  people,  recovered  from  their  delulion,  fpce^b, 
had  delivereci  themfelves  from  the  oppreffion  of 
their  leaders,  and  returned  to  their  duty:  but 
fo  daring  and  defperate  was  thefpiritof  thofe 
leaders,  whofe  obje61s  had  always  been  domi* 
nion  and  power,  that  they  had  openly  renounced 
all  allegiance  to  the  crown^  and  all  political 
you  lu  Q  9  connection 
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CHAP,  connexion  with  this  country;  rejefied,  with 
yj^^   circumftauces,  of :  indignity   and    infult,   the 
«77^.     means  of  conciliation,  and  prefunied  to  fetup 
their  rebellious  confederacies  for  independent 
ftates.     If  their  .treafpn   was  fufFered  to  take 
root,  much  mifcliirf  mull  grow  from  it,  to  the 
fafety  of  thcloval  colonies,  the  commerce  of  tlic 
kirigdpni,   and   indeed  7o  the  prefent  fyijicm 
of  fill  Europe.    'Hie  fuccefs    of    the    Britifh 
arms    gave    the  ftrongeft  hopes   of    decifive 
good  confecjuences;  but  notwithftanding  this 
jfair  profpe^l,  it  was  rieceflary  to  prepare  for  an- 
other campaio;n  ;  lie  recapitulated  the  pacific 
affurances  of  the  European  powers,  aud  obferv- 
ed,  he  could  have  in  this  arduous  conteft  no 
otheV  ohje6^  but  to  promote  the  true  iutcreft  of 
iiis  fuhjeft's.    'No  people  ever  enjoyed  more 
happinefs,  df  lived  under  a  milder  government, 
thun  the  revolted  provinces,  a  fad  proved  by 
their' progrefs  in  the  atrts,  their  numbers,  their 
wiealtn,  and  flrength  hy  fea  and  land,  which  in- 
fplred  an  o\'er-wceniiig  confidence.     lie  was 
defirous  to  reftore  to  them  the  bleflinsrs  of  law 
dix\A  liberty,  equally  enjoyed  by  every  Britilh 
i  ubjecl,  which  they  had  fatally  and  defperately 
exchanwd  for  the  calamities  of  war,  and  the 
arbitrary  tyranny  of  their  chiefs. 
Afticnd.      '  .An  ameudment  to  tlie  addrcfs  was  moved  by 
Sfaddrcfs  l^i'd' John    Cavendiili,  and   feconded    by   the 
mored.       marquis  of  Granhy,  totallj  altering  all  the  fen- 
'  timtnitspf  thepngin^l.  It  began  by  affirming, 
-'  that   the  difaflectiou    and  revolt  of  a  mIioIc 
"'"people,  could  not   have  taken  place  without 
t;roat  C'rrors  in  conduct  towards  them.     Thefe 
errors  were  imputed  to  a  Mant  of  fufficient  in* 
fonnatibii  in*  parliament,  and  a  too   implicit 
ronfulence  in    miniftcrs..    Hence  fchemes  for 
the'  j'cducViou  and  chaftifcment  of  a  fuppofed 
'!   .  .  w  inconfid(;riiWe 
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"  inconfiderable  party  of  faftious  men,  had  driven   c  it  a  p. 
thirteen  large  provinces  to  defpair:  a  heariilg  yj^^* 
had  been  refafed  to  the  reiterated  complaints     tjt^* 
and  petitions  of  the  colonifts,  and  commiflion- 
ers  nominated  for  the  apparent  purpofe  of  mak- 
ing peace,  were  furnifhed  with  no  legal  power 
but  that  of  giving  or  withholding  pardons  at 
pleafure.     His  majefty,  inftead  of  fending  out 
commiflioners,  according  to  the  promife  in  his 
fpeech  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  feflion,  4s 
•  fpeedily  as  poffible,  had  not  difpatched  them  till  ^ 
feven  months  afterwards  ;  confequently  the  in- 
habitants  of  the   colonies,  apprized  that  they 
were  put  out  of  the  protedion  of  government, 
and  feeing  no  means  provided  for  their  return, 
MTrc  furniflied  with  reafons  but  too  plaufible 
for    renouncing  dependence    on  the    crown. 
"  We  undcrftand,"  the  amendment  proceeded, 
*'  that  amidft  the  many  difafters  ana  difgraces 
attending  his  majefty's  arms  in  America,  an  ad- 
vantage has  been  gained  in  the  province  of  New 
York,  which,  if  wifely,  moderately,  and  pro- 
vidently ufed,  may  produce  happy  eifefts.   No- 
thing Ihall  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  forward 
reconciliation,  by  laying  down  real  permanent 
grounds  of  connexion  between  Great  Britain 
and   her  colonies,  on  principles  of  liberty,  and 
terms  of  mutual  advantage.     We  fliould  moft 
•heartily  congratulate  his  majefty,  on  any  event 
leading  to  the  great  defirable  end,  of  fettling  a 
durable  peace,  by  the  reftoration  of  the  ancient 
affection  which  happily  fubfifted  in  former  times.  •^' 
We  fliould  regard,  with  fhame  and  horror,  events 
tending  to  break  the  fpirit  of  any  large  part  of 
the  firitifli  nation;  to  bow  them  in  abjed,  un- 
conditional fubmiflion  to  any  power ;  annihi- 
late their  liberties,  and  fubdue  them  to  fervile 
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CHAP.  prmciple$and  paffivc habits,  by  the  mere  force 
^^^^   ♦f  foreign,  mercenary  arms ;  becaufe,  amidft  the 
17^1^.    ^xccffes  and  abufes  which  have  happened,  wc 
.  mull  refped  the  fpirit  and  principles  operating  in 
thefe  commotions.  Our  with  is  to  regulate,  not 
to  deftroy  them ;  for,  though  differing  in  forac 
circumftances,  thofe  very  principles  evidently 
bear  fo  exaft  an  analogy  with  thole  which  fup- 
port  the  tnoft  valuable  part  of  our  own  confii- 
tution,  that  it  is  impoiTible,  with  any  appearance 
,    of  juftice,  to  think  of  wholly  extirpating  them 
by  the  fword,  in  any  part  of  his  majefty's  do- 
minions, and  edabliiliing  precedents  tlie  moft 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom." 

Tius  intemperate  amendment  was  fupported 
by  arguments  equally  violent  and  unfair.  The 
value  of  the  conquefts  made  by  the  Britiili 
arms  was  ftudioufly  depreciated.  The  vifiory 
atLonglfland  wasnotamatter  of  tiiumph  ;  the 
iiland  itfelf  was  a  mere  outpoft  to  New  York, 
as  Kew  York  was  an  outpoft  to  America,  and  it 
would  have  been  the  extreme  of  folly  and  rafh- 
nefs  in  the  provincials  to  attempt  maintaining 
it  The  ufe  of  the  word  treafon,  in  the  king  s 
fpeech,  afforded  much  ground  for  reprehenfion, 
forftrenuous  vindication  oftheAmericaus,  and 
prognoflics  of  final  failure.  ^-  Alas!  Sir,' 
Wilkes  exclaimed,  "  what  we  call  treafon  and 
rebellion,  and  they  juft  refiftance  and  a  glo- 
rious revolution,  has  taken  root,  a  very  deep 
root  indeed,  and  has  fpread  over  almofi  all 
America.  The  loyal  colonies  are  three,  the 
i\'€e  provinces  thirteen."  The  declaration, 
he  obferved,  of  independence,  was  not  intirely 
unexceptionable,  but  the  Americans  were 
driven  Ip  it  by  rigorous  perfecution.  We  had 
J)ired  foreign  tioops  to  fight  agajnft  theni,^and 
th(\v.  had  no   rcfource  but    throwing  off  the 
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ybke^  and  inviting  foreign  aid.  Miififtcn  chap. 
might  fafely  predi6i  that  the  Americans  would  3cxx. 
declare  themfelve*  independent,  when  they  ^"^tTjtf 
knew  that  the  nnjuft  and  fanguin^  meafures 
they  intended  to  purfue  mutt  occalion  the 
event.  The  Jefuits  rifqued  nothing  when, 
in  1610,  they  prophefied  the  death  of  the 
beft  prince  that  ever  reigned  in  Europe^  within 
that  year ;  they  verifiea  it  by  employing  Ra- 
villac  to  airaffinate  their  fovereign.  Tiie  colo- 
niils  followed  the  example  of  I^gland  againtt 
James  IL  When  he  quitted  the  kingdom,  they 
declared  the  throne  abdicated,  and  chofe  an- 
other king.  When  the  late  fevere  laws  were 
paiTed  againft  the  Americans^  they  were  thrown 
mto  anarchy ;  they  declared  we  had  abdicated 
the  government,  and  therefore  they  were  at 
libeity  to  chufe  a  government  for  themfelvcs. 
The  ipeech  mentions  a  difcovery  of  the  original  / 

defisjns  of  the  leadei-s  of  the  Americans.  In 
God's  name,  who  made  the  leaders  ?  How  came 
they  to  be  fo  ?  If  yon  force  men  together  by 
(J^reffion,  they  will  form  into  bodies  and  chufe 
leaders.  Mr.  Hancock  wasoriginally  a  merchant 
of  credit  and  opulence:  fuch  men  are  not  very 
prone  to  a  change  of  government.  A  few  old 
women  have  faid,  that  the  civil  war  of  laft  ccn* 
tury  was  contrived  by  Cromwell  ;  the  firft  op* 
polition  to  Charles  I .  was  begun  in  order  to  ad- 
vance him  to  the  proteftorfliip.  A  fimilar  faga* 
city  and  penetration  has  now  liappily  difcover* 
ed  the  original  views  of  tbofe  who  are  leaders 
of  the  Americans.  We  have  been  two  yea» 
engaged  in  a  favage  and  piratical,  as  well  as 
unjuft  war ;  every  demand  of  government  has 
been  complied  with,  and  not  a  finale  province 
has  been  nitherto  recovered  ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  evil  grows  more  dcfperate ;  laft*  year  only 
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CHAP,  twelve  colonies  petitioned  the  throne;  tlii« 
J^^  year,  by  the  accelfion  of  Georgia,  we  have  feen 
1776.  a  federal  union  of  thuteen  free  and  powerful 
provinces  afferting  their  independency  as  high- 
and  mighty  ftates,  andfetting  our  power  at  de- 
fiance. This  was  done  immediately  after  tlie 
fafe  landing  of  your  whole  force,  with  circum- 
ftances  of  Ipirit  and  courage,  to  which  pofterity 
willdo juftice.  The  Uneofconduft recommended 
by  the  amendment,  was  confidered  as  not  fuffi- 
ciently  extenfive  tofave  the  empire.  To  preferve, 
even  for  a  ihort  period,  Canada,  or  the  Weft 
India  Iflands,  or  to  recover  any  part  of  theim^ 
menfe  territory  lately  loft,  the  fleets  and  armies 
mull  be  recalled,  all  theaflspaffedfmce  1763  be 
repealed,  apd  the  charters  reftored.  We  might 
then,  if  they  could  forgive  and  truft  us,  treat 
with  the  Americans  on  fair  and  equal  terms, 
without  the  idea  of  compulfion,  and  a  founda- 
tion might  be  laid  for  reftoring  peace,  internal 
tranquillity,  and  unity  to  this  convulfed  and 
difmembered  empire.  If  conqueft  or  abandon- 
ment Mere  the  only  alternatives  left,  America 
ihould  be  abandoned.  The  benefits  hithertQ 
refulting  from  the  poiTeffion  of  America  had 
been,  e^sctent  of  trade,  ipcreafe  of  compiercial  ad* 
vantages,  and  a  numerous  people  growing  up  in 
ikfi  fame  principles  and  ientiments  with  our- 
ielxcs,  Allthelemuft  be  loft  if  America  was 
conquered ;  pofl'effion  muft  be  fecured  by  a 
Jaige  fianding  army  ;  which  ar^ny  muft  be  cat 
eft  fromtbeintercourfe  of  fecial  Jibertyin  Great 
Britain,  and  accuflomed,  in  every  inflanc?,  to 
bow  down  and  break  the  fpirits,  trample  on  the 
rights^  and  live  on  fpoils  cruelly  wrung  Iroqi  th« 
IVeat  and  labour  of  their  fellow  fubjeds  ;  fuch 
an  army,  lb  employed  and  fo  paid  for  fupport- 
ing  fuch  principles,  would  be  a  proper  inflnir 
;  meiit 
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metkt  to  eflfeft  purpofes  of  a  greater,  or,  at  leail^   CH  ar 
more  favourite  importance;  points  more  im--     ^^^• 
mediately    hoftile    to    the   liberties    of  the     1776* 
eountry.  .  . 

The  iuterpofition  of  the  Bourbon  family  waa 
pronounced  inevitable,  no  Ids  fpeedy  than  cer-i 
tain  ;  colonel  Barre  peremptorily  aiferted^.tliat 
a  war  of  the  moft  ferious  kind. was  impending,  a 
war  from  the  united  powera  of  :  France  and 
Spain.     Wilkes  ridiculed  the  reliance  on   the 
pacific   declarations  of  our  natural  enemies. 
Has  fate  ordained,  he  faid,  that  we  Ihall  neither 
poflefs  capacity  to  profit  by  the  example  of 
others,   nor  even  by  our  own  experience  ?  In 
the  very  firft  year  .of  t lie  prefent  reign,  in  Sep* 
tember  1761,  the  Gazette  told  us,  ".  the  catholic 
king  had,   at  no  time,    been  more  intent  on 
cultivating  a  good  correfpondence  with  Eng* 
land,  than  in  the  prefent  conjunfture;''  aide- 
claration  received  ferioufly  here,  held  out  as 
part  of  the  court  ereed,  and  laughed  at  by  all 
the  reft  of  Europe.     In  the  beginning  of  the 
following  January,  without  the  occurrence  of 
new  fa6ts  of  any  moment,  war  was  declared  by 
England  againft    Spain.      Will  the  plaufible, 
fmooth-tongued  French,  likewife  be  able  to  lull 
us  into  a  fatal  fecurity  againft  the  evidence  of 
all  hiftory  ?  fox  denied  the  principle,  diat  it 
was  repugnant  to-  the  interefts  of  France  and 
Spain  to  permit  the  independence  of  America  1  • 
fuch    an  aflertion    was  contrary  to  common* 
fenfe.     Is  not  the  divifion  of  the  enemy's  power 
advantageous  .'^  Is  not  a  free  country,  engaged 
in  trade,   lefs  formidable  than  the  ambition  of 
an  old  corrupted  government,  their  only  for* 
midable  rival  in  Europe  .'^ 

Is  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  feveral  aniraad- 
veiiions  were  made  on  a  larijc  creation  of  peersr 
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CHAP*  during;  the  recefs,  and  on  the  HTutng  of  prefer 
^^  warrants  to  man  the  navy,  which  Jxad  occa* 
1776*  fioned  fotne  difcuflions  between  the  admiraltjr 
and  the  city.  The  king's,  or,  as  it  was  for  form  s 
iakc  termed,  the  roinifter's  fpeech,  was  repro- 
bated as  an  intire  compound  of  hypocrify,  an 
infamous,  groundlefs  libel,  fabricated  by  a. ty- 
rannical fadion,  againfi:  feme  of  the  moft  vali^<* 
able  members  of  the  Britiih  community.  An 
infidious,  hypocritical  fpeech,  that  held  out 
law  and  liberty  at  the  point  of  the  fword,  and, 
like  a  deceptions  mirror,  refleded  a  falfe  image 
of  truth. 

Government    was    defended   by   lord 
North  and  lord  George  Germaine,  but  they  did 
not  tiaverfe  the  extenfive  field,  to  which  they 
were  challenged  by  the  declamations  of  oppo* 
fition.    The  minifter  denied  the  charge  of  with- 
holding information  ;  he  had  always  commu- 
nicated as  much  as  he  could  confidently  with 
fafety.     Lord  George  Germaine  faid,  that  even 
the  American  ftatements  of  the  propofitions 
inade  by  general  Hjt) we,  proved  that  he  was 
eager  for  the  means  of  peace  and  conciliation ; 
but  Waflhington'  was  adverfe.     The  forcible 
and  fatisfactory  aflurances   of  the  court  of 
Franjce,  afforded  no  reafon  to  doubt  their  pa- 
cific intentions ;    fliould  it  neverthelefe  prove 
btherwife  (and  the  minifter^  not  pretending  to 
be  a  prophet,  would  not  anfwer  for  the  events 
of  the   next  fix  months)  Great  Britain  was 
prepared  to  cope  with  any  enemy.    The  no- 
tion, that  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  fhould  etigage 
in  war  to  affift  America,  was  treated  witli  great 
difdain :  ^*  Would  thofe  countries,"  lord  George 
Ger^naine  afked,  "  blind  to  their  own  interelis, 
"  Willi  the  fpirit  of  independence  to  crols  the 
^^  Atlantic  ?  Could  thcv  be  exempt  from  frar 
.6  -       ^  **  tliat 
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*^  that  their  owii  colonifts  would  catch  fire,  at  chap. 
^  the  unlimited  rights  of  mankind ;  and  pre-   3^^^ 
"  fer  that  language  to   flavery  and  digging     177^ 
*'  gold  ?    And  would  not  great  danger  arife 
*^  from  the  vicinity  of  powerful  independent 
**  dates,  freed  from  European  controul  r " 

LoBD  North  repelled  the  charge  of  hypo- 
crify,  fo  freely  advanced  aeainft  that  part  of 
the  fpeech,  which  ftatcd  the  king's  defire  to 
reftore  to  the  Americans  law  and  liberty.  In- 
ftead  of  being  abfurd  or  hypocritical,  it  was 
fapported  by  fa£t  and  found  logic ;  law  an^ 
liberty  were  fled  from  America,  but  the  debate 
of  the  day  had  fully  proved,  they  had  not 
quitted  this  country.  Thofe  who  had  thrown 
fo  many  reflexions  on  adminiftration,  would 
have  found  a  grievous  diflFerence,  had  thw 
dared  to  make  fo  free  with  the  congrefs.  It 
had  always  been  the  wifli  of  adminillration,  to 
bring  matters  to  an  early  ifliie,  and  avoid 
bloodflicd  ;  to  ufe  fuccefs  and  vidoi'y  with 
prudence  and  moderation,  rather  as  means  of 
cementing  lading  unity  and  amity,  than  as 
.objects  of  triumph,  inftruments  for  forging 
the  chains  of  flavery,  or  excufes  for  tyranny 
and  oppreffion. 

The  amendment  was  negatived.*  K«jeatd. 

In  the  houfe  of  lords,  the  eari  of  Carlifle  in  the 
ihoved  the  addrefs;  and  an  amendment,  exaftly  J^^ 
fimilar  to .  that  of  lord  John  Cavendifli,  was 
propofed  by  the  marquis  of  Rockingham, 
The  debate  was  no  lefs  violent  than  in  the  lower 
houfe,  but  not  diftinguiflied  by  much  novelty 
of  argument  or  aflertion.  The  friends  of  ad- 
minidration  obfer\'ed,  that  the  daring  and  open 
hoflilities  w^hich  preceded  the  declaration  of 
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CH  AF.  indepciulency,  mouIcI  never  have  h^ppteed,'  if 
^^^     a  ditobeciient  traitcroiis  fpirit  h^  not  been  fo-^ 


'^7^*     mented,  nouvifhed,  and  ftrengthened  by  a  party 
in  Great  Britain,  who,  doferting  it5  inierefis/ 
ihamefuUy  facrifjced  them  to  perfonal  views- 
of  fa6tion  and  anihition,    llie  ground  taken  in* 
tlie  amendment,  became  dangerous  in  propor* 
tion  to  its  plaufibility  ;    for  it  va%   indeed, 
hardly  conceivable,  that  the  people  of  Ame- 
rica, who  owed  fo  many  oblipiticms  to, the 
parent  ftate,  who  were  at  once  bound  to  it  by 
c\'ery  tie  of  gratitude  and  intereft,  and  every 
bond  of  anion  which  nature  and  affefiion  could 
render  facred,  would  break  and  cancel  them  ail, 
without  real  provocation :  but  the  event  had 
proved  the  contrary;,  and  as  oppofition  was 
formerly  founded  on  the  idea,  that  America 
iiever    did    aim    at   independency ;    as     tlie 
queftion  luid  totally  altered  its  nature,  the  una*' 
nimity  ought  to  l>e  as  complete,  as  it  would 
be  decilive  in  reftoriug  peace  to  a  diftraded 
and  divided  empire.     Cheat  Britain,  deprived 
of  the  wealth  a^cl  Arength  acquired  from  the 
colonies,  would  lofe   her  importance  «.in  the 
fyilem  of  Europe,  and,  in  the  end,  becpnie  a 
province  of  the  firft  ambitious  power  who  might; 
think  proper  to  attack  her.     Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  inferior  in  population,  and  divided  by 
fcas,  could  not  withftand  the  formidable  power 
of  France,  if  divefted  of  the  fources  of  wealth 
and  ftrer.gth  derived  from  the  colonies,  which 
muft  be  the  refultof  tamely  permitting  America 
to  remain  independent' 
DifTcreiicfs      The  lords  in  oppofition,  though  they  agreed 
of  opinion   }p  reprobating  the  kine's  fpeech,  and  vilifvio? 
•i^porliion.  *he  conduct  ot  uimiltry,  were  not  m  iimilou  m. 
other   refpefJs.      J^ord    Shelburne   called  the 
fpeech   a   piece    of-  mctaphyfical   refinement, 

framed 
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framed  for  clelufioTi ;  th.e  defence  made  to  cou-  cm  Aip, 
tinue  the  impofition,  Avas  nothing  more  tJiaia   Ji^^ 
a  firing  of  fophifnis,  no  lefs  wretchal  in  their     ^ty^iu 
texture,  than  infolent  in  tlieir  tenor.     In  an 
atialyft,   hejlhould  prove  this  conipofition  a 
mixture   of  tjie   nioft   unqualified   abfurdity, 
treachery,  cruclt)',  hypociify,  and  deceit.     JHc 
defcanted  on  the  dift'erent  paragraphs  of  tl>c 
fpeech,    pronouncing  them  all    utterly  faJfc, 
clifferiug  only  in  this,  that  fome  of  tlie  failfc- 
hoods  were   fallacious^   fome  ipecious,    foinc 
grofs  and  notorious. 

Thk  duke  of  Richmond  declared  hirafelf 
morally  certain,  that  all  attempts  to  recover 
America  would  be  vain  ;  the  moment  "was  paft : 
ilje  was  irretrievably  loft;  and  it  would  be 
ipuch  better  to  have  the  people  friends  tliaa 
enemies,  even  at  the  price  of  acknowladg- 
ing  their  independence.  Lord  Sandwich  con- 
iidered  fuch  dodlrine  derogatory  to  the  ho- 
nour, difgraceful  to  the  charader,  and  de— 
itru6live  to  the  intercfts  of  England.  He 
Ai'ould  hazard  every  drop  of  blood,  and  the 
laft  ihilling  of  the  national  tieafure,  ratlier 
than  Britain  fliould  be  fet  at  defiance,  bullied, 
and  dictated  to  by  her  ungrateful  and  undu- 
;tiful  children,  her  difobedient  and  rebellious 
fabje<5ls ;  and  lord  Shelburne  i;iid,  he  iie\'er 
meant  this  country  ihould  relinquiili  ite  right 
of  commercial  controul  over  Ameiica;  on 
the  contrary,  the  power  of  regulating  tlie 
colonial  trade,  was  the  very  eUcnce  of  the 
political  connection  between  the  countries; 
even  were  this  regulatory  power,  in  its  mod 
full  and  extenlive  fenfc,  ^acknowledged  by 
the  colonies,  fomething  more  was  to  be  ex- 
nefted ;  for  the  national  debt  was  truly  and 
p(juitably  the  debt  pf  every  individual  in  the 

whole 
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CHAP,  irbole  empire,  whether  in  Afia,  America^  or 
XXX.     nearer  home, 

1776.  A  FT  E  u  a  Iqng  difcuffion  refpefthig  the  pacific 
intentions  of  France  and  Spain,  and  the  fiatfe 
of  the  uavv,  the  amendment  was  negatived,^ 
hut  entered  on  the  journal*  a's  a  protcft,  and 
figncd  by  fourteen  peers. 
<thNbv.         LoRP  Joiiin  Cavendish  again  foHciled  the 

«l!^^*^cJa-  ***^^t'^"  o^  ^^^^  houfc,  by  proilucing  a  copy 
Illation  at  of  the  declaration  publi{l)ed  by  lord  Howe  and 
New  York.  bi5  brother,  on  taking  pofieffion  of  New  York, 
which  had  been  recently  publillied  in  the  news- 
papers. The  authenticity  of  the  proclamation 
Deing  avowed  by  the  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer, and  fecretary  of  ftate  for  America,  lord 
John  Cavendifh,  though  aftontftied  at  the  con- 
tents, and  the  extraordinary  maimer  in  which 
they  were  imparted  to  the  )>ub)ic,  congratu- 
lated the  houfe  on  the  gleam  of  |>eace  and 
conciliation.  Parliament  had  been  treated 
with  the  mod  mortifying  contempt;  commif- 
fioners  were  fent  out  with  powers  only  to  grant 
pardons,  and  receive  fubmiffions;  yet,  won- 
derful to  relate,  parliament  is  informed,  through 
the  channel  of  a  news-paper,  that  thofe  com- 
niiilioners  are  authorized  to  anfwcr  direftly  for 
the  fovereign,  and  obliquely  for  the  concur* 
rence  of  that  of  the  two.  other  branches  of  tlie 
legiflaturc,  in  revifing  all  acts,  by  which  the 
,  Americans   are  aggrieved.      Parliament  were 

retluced  to  cyphers  in  the  whole  conduct  of 
the  bufmefs ;  they  were  called  on,  by  way  of 
Tcquifition,  to  fanftion  afts  which  would  render 
them  abhorred  by  their  fellow  fubjeds  in  every 
part  of  the  empirc  ;  but  M'^hen  an  a|)pearance 
of  lenity  is  flicwn,  all  the  merit  was  attributed 

to 
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to  the  king  and  his  ininifters.     Yet  if  the  pro*   chap. 
tK>fai$  were  fincere,   he  would  not  foimd  ob-    ,^^J 
jedions  on  mere  pundilios ;  to  give  tlie  ntgo-      »77^ 
tiatton  more  weight  and  efficacy,  parliament 
ought,  as  the  firft  proof  of  a  pacific  difpofition, 
to  co-operate  in  fo  defirable  a  work*  He  intended 
thcTcfi^rc  to  move,  that  **the  houfe  iliould  refol^e 
^  itfelf  into  a  coninuttee,  to  confider  of  tlie 
**  revifal  of  all  a6ls  of  {parliament,  by  which  hh 

majefty's  f&bjeAs  in  America  thought  tlieni- 

felves  aggrieved/'  Tliis  motion,  if  accc»ded 
to,  would  remove  theftroMg  impreflioni  exifting 
in  the  tninds  of  the  Americans,  that,  under 
c%"ery  mini(terial  promife,  lurked  treacliery>  de- 
ceit, impofition,  or  an  infulious  intention  to 
divide,  in  order  the  more  eafily  to  break  their 
ftrength,  and  fuMue  them, 

fiuRKC,  who  £econded  the  propofition,  fpoke 
with  enthuliafiu  of  the  exalted  keroifm  of  wtt 
old  woman,  found  in  a  cellar  at  Nqw  York, 
iiefmeared  and  fmutted  all  over,  marked  with 
rage,  defpair,  and  refolution ;  who  had  buried  ' 
herfelf  in  combuftibles  to  fire  the  city,  and 
periih  in  its  aflies.  He  called  the  conflagra* 
tion,  created  by  American  incendiaries,  an  in- 
terpofition  of  Providence,  to  arreft  the  progre& 
of  Britifh  arms  in  the  moment  of  fuccefs. 

Although  two  Gazettes  had  been  publifli- 
ed,  it  was  faid,  the  minifiers  liad  not  in  either^ 
allotted  a  place  to  the  moft  important  paper 
which  had  appeared  during  tlie  conteft-  Par- 
liament was  trifled  with  by  the  concealment  of 
fuch  a  difpatch,  and  the  king  was  either  made 
,to  ^ide  their  proceedings,  or  give  infincenC 
|>roniifes,  The  proclamation  was,  in  fa6i,  a  mere 
mockery :  the  departure  of  the  commiflionecs 
having  been  purpofely  delayed  till  the  declara- 
tion of  independence  fruftrated  their  pacific  pror 

poiabi 
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CrtAt^.  t>bfals.  The  only  terms  really  intenrfcd  ^err, 
Jjjf^  *^  Lay  down  your  arms,  and  then  Me  tv'ill  do 
ijjC  "  jnft  as  wepleafe  :"  the  moft  cruel  conqueror, 
Burke  obferved,  could  not  fay  lefs ;  and  if  a 
conqueft  had  been  gained  over  the  devil  liiiri- 
felf  in  hell,  a  fmaller  portion  of  liberality  could 
not  have  been  fliewn. 

THEminiftry,  declining  to  inveftigate  criti- 
cally, literally,  or  philologfcally  Jjhe  paflTage  in 
the  declaration  M'hich  gave  rife  to  the  prefent 
inotion,  defended  thenifelves  on  each  of  tlic 
points  urged  by  oppofition  with   confidcrable 
addrefs*     The  proclamation  was  not,    as  had 
been  fuppofed,  received  Aviththe  difpatch  from 
general  Jlowe ;  but  was  left  at  Falmouth  M'itli 
€tifpatGhe&  of  inferior  importance,  and  being^ 
ti*anfmitted  to  the  metropolis  in  the  ufu^d  war, 
tlidnot  arrive  till  the  Extraordinary  Gazette 
was  already  publiflied ;  nor  did  the  miniftcrs 
canfider  it  of  importance  enough  to  claim  a 
|>lace  in  the  Gazette;  but  it  was  not  concealed, 
inany  copies  having  been  affixed  to  the  walls 
df  New  York,  and  difperfed  through  America. 
The  king,  in  promifing  a  revifion  of  the  ob- 
iioxious  ads,  fpoke  only  as  the  head  anrf  mouth 
»of  the  nation  and  the  legiflature  ,*  but  the  de- 
claration of  hidependence,  rendered  the  par- 
iramentary  interference,  propofed  by  the  motion, 
utterly  improper.     Was  it  confiftent  with  cont- 
xnon  fenfe  to  aim   at  obliging  thofe,   whofe 
principal  objeft  was  to  render  themfelves  free 
from  all  connedlion  with  Great  Britain,  as  their 
fuperiors  ?      The    queftion    of    independency 
innft  be  fettled  as  a  preliminary  ;  if  the  Ame- 
ricans adhered  to  that,  it  would  be  vain  ta 
•think  of  difcuiTmg  any  other.     The  right  to 
tax   could  not  be  agitated  as  the  means  of 
leconciliatiou ;    nor  would  the  rqftitution  o( 
•  ^  •  chartei-s 
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charters  give  iatisfa6lion  to  the  Aineficati  in-  «tHAP. 
furgents.    They  openly  declared  themfelves  as   ,J^2^, 
•unwiiling  to  fubmit  to  the  terms  of  their  char-     177^-  ' 
ten,  as  to  the  Bofton  a6)s  :  while  the  fpirit  of  i 
iadepeadeacy  remained  unfubducd,  refolutions 
-or  re^ifions  would  not  be  efficient  means  of 
concitiation.     To  treat,    while  tiiey  avowed 
tbeir  fovereigiaty  and  independency,  or  form 
legiflative  regulations  for  thofe  who,  both  as 
fubje^ts  and  independent  dates,  had  ever  dif'- 

!»uted  the  power  and  authority  of  parliamentary 
egiflation,  was  impolTible,  Let  them  acknow-^ 
fedge  the  right,  point  out  the  conilitutional 
abufeofit,  and  the  gri::v:.aces  flowing  from 
that  aluife,  no  objcdiion  diould  be  made  to  the 
propofed  committee,  or  to  the  adoption  of 
efficacious  and  fpeedy  meafures,  no^  only  for 
remedy  of  real  grievances,  but  even,  in  fom<; 
iiiftances,  for  accommodating  their  prejudices 
The  Americans,  it  was  obferved,  liad  no  rcafou 
to  wifli  for  a  continuance  of  their  prefent  go- 
vernment The  congrefs  tyrannized  over  the 
people;  their  power  and  practice  of  punish- 
ment by  impriibnment  were  utterly  incompati*  « 
bic  with  every  idea  of  freedom.  The  liberty 
of  the  prefs  was  annihilated ;  a  printer,  who 
dared  to.publiili  a  fentiment  or  fa6t  contrary  to 
their  iy ftem  and  interefts,  would  be  inftantly 
ruined ;  nor  was  the  freedom  of  private  letters, 
QT  private  converfation,  tolerated.  The  fuc- 
ce&  of  the  royal  army  might,  it  was  rationally 
hoped,  diflbive  this  horrible  tyranny,  and 
enable  the  oppreffed  Americans  fafely  to  avow 
their  real  opinions,  and,  without  danger,  re« 
turn  to  their  duty« 

The  motion  was  complained  of  as  a  furprize, 
afodden  and  unexpected  manoeuvre^  no  bufi* 

lii'fs 
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CHAP*  neis  of  conieqnence  beins:  expedied  before tlMf 

^™^    recels ;  and  it  was  rejeded.  * 
»776-         From  this  time  many  members  of  oppoii- 

Hmai  fe-  tioD,  particularly  the  Kockinghain  party,  with** 

^^5^^^  drew  from  the  houfe  of  commons  wiienever 
any  queftion  relative  to  America  was  to  be  dif» 
cufled :  to  make  their  conduct  more  conrpi** 
cuous,  they  generally  attended  the  private  bufi*' 
nefs,  and  then,  in  a  formal  manner  bowing  t6 
the  chair,  retired.  Such  feceffions  were  not 
new ;  nor  have  they  ever  been  known  to  pro* 
duce  any  good  efFed ;  the  aft  of  retaining  i 
feat  in  the  fenate,  and  yet  oftentatiouily  reifui^ 
ing  to  fulfil  any  of  its  duties^  is  in  itfelf  of  a 
nature  to  demand  vindication  or  apology ;  the 
obje6lions  are  broad  and  eafy  of  comprehcn* 
fion,  the  juftification,  if  valid  as  to  political 
circumftances,  is  fubjeft  to  many  cavils,  arifmg 
from  the  perfonal  motives  which  may  be  im- 
puted to  individuals.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  the 
meafure  wanted  the  refpeQability  which  re-^ 
fults  from  unanimity  ;  and  the  reafons  ad^ 
vanced  in  its  defence  were  not  fufficient— 
All  oppofition  to  the  meafurcs  of  govem- 
rnent^"  itwasfaid,  "  particularly  with  refped 
•*  to  American  aifairs,  was  not  only  vain  and 
•*  fruitlefs,  but  from  the  overbearing  force 
**  which  fupported  the  minifters  in  every  quef* 
•*  tion,  it  became  worfe ;  it  became  fnvoloBS 
•*  and  contemptible.  It  was  too  degrading,  to 
**  be  the  continual  in ftruments  of  oppofingth^ 
•'  ineff'edive  weapons  of  reafon  and  argument,- 
**  to  the  deaf  infolence  of  an  irrefiftible  power, 
•'  which  had  long  determined  on  its  condud, 
"  without  the  fm  a  I  left  regard  to  either.    It  ww 

«  109  to  47. 
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*  Impoffible  to  fave  a  people  againft  theirwill-  cha** 
^  and  the  minority  had  for  a  fuccefiion  of  JS2l/j 
'  years,  repeatedly  apprized  and  warned  the     *776» 

*  nation  of  the  dangers  attending  the  ruinous 
'  meafures  then  purlued,  and  of  the  fatal  pre- 
'  cipice  that  muft  terminate  that  mad  career, 
'  in  M'hich  they  were  blindly  and  defperately 
'  driven*    The  people,  deluded  by  various  arts, 

*  and  influenced  by.paffion  and  prejudice,  cor* 
'  dially  acquiefced  in.  the  opinions  of  admi-' 

*  niftration,  and  it  was  not  confident  for 
'  thofe  who  regarded  their  honed  fame  beyond 
'  all  other  confiderationS)  excepting  their  prin-* 

*  ciples  and  honour,  to  incur  the  odium  of 

*  their  fellow  citizens,  by  ineffeftual  efforts 
^  to  ferve  them*  They  would  therefore,  pre* 
'  ferving  their  principles  dill  unfhaken,  re- 
^  ferve  their  aftivity  for  rational  endeavours, 
^  when  the  prefent  delirium  might  be  fo  far 

allayed,  either  with  the  people  or  with  the 
'  minifters,  as  to  afford  room  for  its  operating 
^  with  advantage."*  Thefe  pretences,  how- 
ever loftily  founded,  befpeak  only  the  rage 
and  mortification  of  a  party  difappointed  in  a 
conted  for  power;  if  the  mcafures  purfued  by 
adminidration  were  fuccefsful  and  popular, 
oppofition  was  needlefs,  but  a  formal  (eceffion, 
marked  neither  wifdom  nor  magnanimity. 
Removed  from  the  fenate,  the  proper  fphere  of 
aftion,  and  true  fource  of  honourable  didinc- 
tion,  the  mod  eloquent  and  difcerning  lofe 
Jheir  pre-eminence,  and  become  confounded 
with  the  ignorant;  the  public  rarely  feel  the 
want  of  individuals  fo  much,  as  to  demand  re- 
luflant  exertions ;  and  no  great  body  can  be 
expe£fced  to  bend  to  a  mode  of  conduft,  which 

'  Annual  Regifter  far  i777>  p«  49f  50.    See  SLlfo  Burke's  Letttr 
to  the  SherifFs  of  Bi  iftoh 
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CHAP,  feems  the  offspring  of  fullennefs,  caprice,  or 

J2^  vanity.  In  the  prefent  iuftance,  the  feceders 
1776.  were  extremely  unfortunate  :  could  they  have 
forefeen  the  reverfes  attending  the  clofe  of  the 
campaign,  they  would  not  probably  have  ab- 
fented  thenifelves  fo  early  in  the  feffion  ;  they 
regarded  only  the  prefent  afpeft  of  affairs ;  had 
few  adherents  in  England,  and,  from  the  courfe 
of  the  war,  defpaired  of  long  retaining  an 
oftenfible  party  in  America. 

Xectfa.  The  relolutions  on  the  navy  and  armv  efti- 

mates  were  voted  without  much  oppolition, 

23th  Dec.   and  on  the  day  appointed  for  a  general  faft, 
both  houfes  adjourned  for  tlie  Chriftmas  recefs. 

Attenptto      While  the  attention  of  parliament  was  eiW 

rtyal  ar-  g^ged  in  difcuffing  the  condud  of  incendiaries 
i^nak^  in  America,  the  profperity  of  England  was  immi- 
nently endangered  by  an  individual  of  that 
deteftable  defcription,  inftigated  by  American 
emiflaries.  A  gloomy,  unfocial,  erratic  adven- 
turer, whofe  real  name  was  James  Aitken,  but 
his  common  appellative  John  the  Painter,  after  a 
long  refidence  in  America,  went  to  Paris,  and,  it 
has  been  faid,  being  introduced  to  Silas  Dean, 
a  minifter  from  congrefs  to  the  French  court, 
received  encouragement  from  him  to  under- 
take the  deftruCtion,  by  fire,  of  the  dock-yards 
throughout  England.  This  man  had  been  long 
habituated  to  crime ;  but  his  want  of  fociality, 
prevented  him  from  being  traced  or  betrayed, 
and  thus  fecured  him  from  punifhment.  Nei- 
ther fufpicion  nor  ordinary  vigilance  prevented 
the  full  execution  of  his  plan,  but  his  igno- 
rance in  the  preparation  of  combuftibles,  Ibme 
of  which,  after   being    fafely  depofited    and 

7th  Dec.    lighted,  failed  in  their  effeft.     The  rope-houlc 

at  Portfmouth  was,  however,  deftroyed,  and 

7  govern- 
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government  being  at  onCe  alarmed  and  aftbnifli-  C  H  a  p. 

1 


ed,  purfued  fuch  meafures  that  he  was  appre-    ^^^' 


hended,  convifted,  and  hung  in  chains*     His     *^^ 
confeffion  proved  his  being  employed  by  Silas  '*** 
Dean,  and  expofed  the  prevailing  negligence, 
relative    to   thofe    important   arfenals,    upon 
which  the  very  exiftence  of  the  Britifli  empire 
depends.* 

The   firft   bufinefs    which  occafioned    any  6th Feb. 

«/       12*11   C 

debate  of  importance,*  was  a  bill  brought  in  by  ^fpjnding 
the  minifter  for  enabling  the  king  "  to  detain  thehabca* 
and  fecure  perfons  charged  with,  or  fufpeded  <=0T>"»« 
of  high  treafon,  committed  in  North  Ame- 
"  rica, -or  on  the  high  feas,  or  the  crime  of 
"  piracy.'*  By  this  law,  magiftrates  were  em- 
powered to  commit  fuch  perfons  to  any  place 
appointed  by  the  king,  under  his  (ign  manual, 
and  they  were  to  be  detained,  Avithout  bail  or 
mainprize,  and  not  brought  to  trial  or  admitted 
to  bail,  Avithout  an  order  from  the  privy  coun- 
cil. The  progrefs  of  this  bill  was  contefted 
with  a  warmth  and  pertinacity  proportioned  to 
the  magnitude  of  its  objefts,  and  the  impor- 
tance of  the  habeas  corpus,  that  ineftimable 
privilege,  which  it  was  intended  to  fufpend. 
Lord  Njotth,  on  the  motion  for  introducing  it^ 
obferved,  that  during  the  war  many  prifoners 
had  been  made,  who  were  in  aftual  commiffion  of  ' 
high  treafon  ;  and  many  might  be  taken  in  the 
iame  predicament,  but  perhaps,  for  want  of  evi- 
dence, could  not  be  legally  confined.  It  had 
been  cuftomary,  on  fimilar occafions  of  rebellion, 
or  danger  of  inyafion,  to  enable  the  king  to 

•  See  Annual  Rcglfter  17771  (>•  M5«  -And  the  trial  at  large  of 
James  Aitken,  taken  in  fliort-hand  by  Jofeph  Gumcy.  A  bill  wa»^ 
in  ihe  courie  of  the  fcflion,  brought  into  pailiaroenc  for  protedlion 
of  private  dock-^ards  from  fimilar  attempts  :  it  occafioned  a  long 
debate  on  the  nature  vf  crime  and  punishment  {,\\Csk  May)  but  wa« 
dropped. 
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CHAP,  feizc  Aifprcious  individuals;  but  minifters  at 
,^^^^  prefent  did  not  demand  a  confidence  fo  exten- 
X777.      five ;  there  was  no  domeftic  rebellion;  nor  any 
profpei5l  of  invafion ;  but  as  the  law  ftood  it 
was  not  poffible,  officialfy,  to  apprehend  the 
moft  fufpeded  perfon  ;    prifoners  niade^from 
the  rebels,  and  in  the  aft  of  piracy  on  the  high 
feas,  could  only  be  legally  confined  in  the  com- 
jnon  gaols,  a  mode  which  their  numbers  would 
render  impracticable.     It   was    neceffary  the 
crown  /liould  have  a  power  of  confining  them 
like  other  prifoners  of  war. 
lothFeb.        On   the  fecond  reading,  Dunning   endea- 
voured  to  exite    diftruft  of  the  bill,    by  in- 
^    finuating,   that  crown  lawyers  might  extend 
'  its  operations  to  perfons  who  never  faw  Ame- 
rica, nor  perhaps  the  high  feas.     The  power, 
endeavoured   to  be  vefted  in  the  crown,  Mas 
dictatorial,  or  ftrikingly  fimilar  to  that  exercifed 
by  the 'Roman  dictators.     No  man  could  be 
exempt  from  punifiiment,  becaufe  ipnocence 
would  no  longer  afford  protccrtion.     The  bill 
\y(Hild  generate  innumerable  fpies,  informers, 
and  falfe   accufers  ;     and   furnilh   the  means 
of  gratification,  emolument,  and  fafety,  to  the 
moft  profligate  of  the  fpecies  ;  while  it  would 
let  loofe,  with  impunity,  the  blackeft  and  moft 
horrid  vices  which  difsrraccd  the  human  mind. 
Juftice  would  be  bound  as  well  as  blind ;  and 
it  would  be  in  the  power  of  every  revengeful 
minifter,  or  mercenary  villain,  to  lUtiate  his  re- 
venue, or  replenilh  his  purfe,  at  the  expence 
of  tne  beft  and  moft  virtuous  of  men. 

"  Who  knows,"  faidFox,  "  but  the  minifters, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  their  malice,  may  take 
into  their  heads  that  I  have  fcrved  on  Long 
Ifland  under  general  Wafliington  r  What 
"  would   it  avail  me,  in  fuch  an  event,  to 

«  plead 


it 
It 


GEORGE    in.    '        »  469 

"  plead  an  alibi;  to  affure  my  old  friends,  chap. 
"  that  I  was,  during  the  whole  of  the  cam-  v^^ 
*'  paign,  in  England;  that  I  was  never  in  Ame-  »777- 
"  rica,  or  on  any  other  fta  but  between 
**  Dover  and  Calais ;  and  that  all  my  afts  of 
"  piracy  were  committed  on  the  mute  crea- 
**  tion  ?  All  this  may  be  very  true,  fays  amini- 
fter,  or  a  minifter's  underftrapper,  you  are 
for  the  prefent  fufpefted,  that  is  fufficient. 
**  1  know  you  are  fond  of  Scotland  ;  this  is 
*^  not  the  time  for  proofs ;  you  may  be,  and  very 
"  probably  are  innocent,  this  bill  cares  not 
"  whether  you  are  guilty  or  innocent ;  I  will 
**  fend'  you  under  this  lign  manual,  to  ftudy 
"  the  Erfe  language  in  the  lile  of  Bute ;  and 
"  as  foon  as  the  operation  of  the  bill  is  fpent, 
"  you  will  be  at  liberty  to  return  or  go  whi*, 
*'  ther  you  pleaft.  You  may  then  call  on 
"  your  accufers  to  prove  their  charges  of  trea- 
**  Ion  in  America,  on  the  high  feas,  and  of 
piracy;  but  they  will  laugh  in  your  face, 
and  tell  you  they  never  charged,  they  fuf- 
peAed  you;  and  the  aft  of  parlia^ment.  will 
ferve  as  a  complete  plea  in  bar;  it  will  anfwer 
a  double  end  ;  it  will  be  at  once  your  redrefs, 
and  our  juftification,  Weaknefe,  cruelty,  fuf- 
'*  picion,  and  credulity,"  he  obferved,  "are 
almoft  always  infeparable.  Minifterd  were 
credulous  in  the  extreme,  becauffe  fearful, 
and  they  were  fearful  from  a  confcroufnefs 
'^'of  their  crimes.  The  bill  included  not  only 
*^  confinement,  but  the  power  of  temporary 
banifhment,  even  to  the  moft  remote,  un- 
healthy, and  peftiferous  climate,  within  the 
"  wide  circuit  of  hismajefty's  dominions." 

Thihilow  infifted,  that  the  bill  meant  only 
to  appi;ehend,  commit,  and  confine,  perfonji 
siftualiy  enlarged,  ^r  fufpetted  of  high  treafon 
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c  H  AP,  in  America,  or  on  the  high  feas,  or  piracy.    It 
XXX.     was  highly  ahfurd  and  prepofierous  to  fuppofe 
»77r«     i^  ^'^^  framed  intentionally  to  reach  difafte3ed 
perfons  within  this  realm ;  though  if  it  did 
operate  to  that  extent^  he  ihould  hardly  con* 
fider  it  a  fault. ' 
ijthFcb,       As  the  fupporters  of  the  bill  urged  thepro^ 
Amended   priety  of  corre6ling  the  different  claufes  m  a 
«>mmit-     committee;  feveral  amendments  were  propofed 
lec.  in  that  ftage  of  its  progrefs.     One  was  moved 

by  Sir  Grey  Cooper,  fecretary  to  the  treafury, 
which '  rendered  the  place  and  extent  of  the 
crime  fubjeding  perfons  to  the  operations  of 
tlie  a6^,  more  definite  and  certain. 
Htlu  A  PETITION  was  prefented  from  the  com- 

mon council  of  London,  praying  that  the  bill 
might  notpafs,  or  at  leaft  might  be  prevented 
from  extending  to  perfons  refident  in  Great 
Britain.  A  claufe  was  introduced,  excluding 
all  minor  a6ls  of  piracy  •  from  the  conftruflion 
J7th.  of  the  aft;  and,  on  the  third  reading,  Dunniag 
moved  an  additional  claufe,  which  was  receivea 
with  an  amendment,  and  added  as  a  rider,  re- 
ftricting  the  operations  of  the  a6l  to  perfons 
who  were  aftually  abfent  from  the  realm,  or  on 
the  high  feas  at  the  time  of  committing  their 
offences.  Thefe  alterations  were  not  adopted 
without  violent  debates  ;  the  members  of  op- 
pofition  were  anxious  to  obtain  every  quali- 
fying explanation  of  the  bill,  though  they 
ftrenuoufly  refifted  the  whole  principle ;  and  the 
crown  lawyers  were  not  in  perfe6l  harmony  in 
their  opinions,  refpefting  the  conftitutionalqucf* 

^  The  motion  for  committing  the  bill  was  carried,  195  to  43. 

>  Such  aa  trading  and  correfponding  with  pirates,  furnifliing 
thtni  with  (lures,  and  feveul  other  traniaAtOJisaftededbyfundryafis 
cfparliaoient* 
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tion  involved  in  its  principle,   or  the  precife  chap. 
value  of  the  claufes  given  t^  or  amended.  ^        v^^ 

Ih  the   houfe  of  lords   no  oppofition  was     17.77- 
made ;  a  proteft,  in  four  articles,  ligned  by  one  ***^  ^^^ 
peer  (the  eari  of  Abingdon)  />nly,  was  entered 
on  the  journals. 

.  No  other  a6l  of  importance  was  paffed  in  Aa'  for 
this  feffion  relative  to  America,  excepting  one  ierJ^lf^*^ 
for  enabling  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  to  grant  marque, 
letters  of  marque  and  reprifal  againft  veflels  of 
that  country :  i  t  occafioned  no  remarkable  debate 
in  either  houfe :  an  amendment,'  propofed  by  lord 
Mafchmont,  for  fubftituting  the  phrafe,  letters 
of  pernjiffion  for  letters  of  marque,  was  readily  nth  Feb. 
adopted,  as  it  removed  the  appearance  of  placing 
the  Americ^ms  on  the  footing  of  alien  ene- 
mies. 

Towards  tlia  clofeof  the  feflion  lord  Chat-  30th May- 
ham,  who  liad  not^  before  attended  in  his  place,  Chatham's 
moved  for  an  addrefs,  advifing  his  mkjelly  to  motion  wh 
take  fpeetly  and  effectual  meafures  for  putting  ^^^'"g 
a  period  to  the  unnatural  war  with  America,     "^^ 
and  terminating  fuch  hoftilitie^  o^  the  only  juft 
and  folid  fonmlation ;  the  rempval  of  accumu- 
lated grievances.     The  houfe,  at  the  requeft  of 
lord  Camden,  was  fummoned  for  the  ^xprefs 
purpofe  of  deliberating  on  this  n^otioq. 

Lord  Chatham  began  by  ohfervations  on 
the  critical  emergency  of  the  times,  ai^d  prog? 
nofticated  that,  unlefsan  end  were  put  to  the  v^r, 
there  was  an  end  to  the  country.  The  Ame- 
ricans  were  called  rebels :  he  did  not  mean  to 
make  their  panegyric;  but  there  M^as  a  tinfie 
when  they  raifed  four  regiments  on  their  pw^^ 
account^  and  took  Louiibourg  from  the  veterai^ 
troops  of  trance  :  their  excelles  had  been  great  j^ 

^  The  qucflion  on  the  third  reading  vn$  carried  by  |i^  to  35. 
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CHAP,  but  were  extenuated  by  the  erroneous  and  in- 

^^^2L   f^tuated  counfels  which  had  clofed  the  door  to 

J777.     mercy    and  juftice.     He  decried    the  eiForts 

ufed  to  conquer  the  provincials  :   "  You  have 

ranfacked/'  he  faid,  "  every  comer  of  Lower 

Saxony ;  but  forty  thoufand  German  boors 

*'  never  can  conquer  ten  times  the  number  of 

"  Britifh  freemen :  they  may  ravage ;  they  can- 

"  not  conquer*  But  M'hat  would  you  conquer? 

*'  the  map  of  America  ?  What  will  you  do  out 

*'  of  the  ptote6tion  of  your  fleet?  In  the  win- 

"  ter,  if  together,  the  troops  are  ftarving  ;  and, 

*'  if  difpericd,  cut  off  in   detail.     I  am  expe- 

"  rienced  in  fpring  hopes  and  vernal  promiies  ; 

I  know  the  boaftings  of  minifters ;  but  at  laft 

will  come  your  equinoftial  difappointment 

They  tell  you  that  your  army  M'ill  be  as  itrong 

*'  as  laft  year,  when  it  was  not  ftrong  enough ; 

**  you  have  obtained  nothing  in  America  but 

*'  ftations,  and  have  been  three  years  teaching 

"  your  opponents  the  art  of  war :  they  are  apt 

*^  fcholars,  and  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the 

American  gentry  will  furnifli  officers  fit  to 

command  the  troops  of  all  the   European 

"  powers.     You  have  employed  a  force  too 

^'  numerous  for  peace,  too  limited  for  war. 

*'  I  HAVE,  at  different  tiines,"  he  proceeded^ 
V  m^de  different  propofitions,  adapted  to  cir- 
"  cumftances.  The  plan  contained  in  my 
"  former  bill,  is  now  imprafiicablc ;  but  tlie 
^'  motion  I  intend  to  propofe  may  produce  a 
*^  refpe6iable  divifion  in  America,  and  unani- 
^*  mity  at  home.  It  will  give  America  an  op- 
*'  tion  ;  fJiehas  yet  had  no  option.  You  have 
*'  faid,  lay  down  your  arms,  and  flie  has  given 
*'  you  the  Spartan  anfwer,  *  come  take.'  Xx)rd 
^'  Chatham  explained  his  plan  to  mean  a  re- 
^*  drefs  of  jll  grievances,  aud  ^n  acknowledge 

^'  meat 
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**  mcntofthe  rights  of  the  Americans  to dif-  chap. 
*  pofe  of  their  own  money.  Thre  would  be  the  xxx- 
f'  herald  of  peace  ;  this  would  open  the  way  for  ^j7 
treaty;  this  would  Ihew  parliament  fincerely 
difpofed.  Yet  much  muft  be  left  to  treaty, 
"  Should  you  conquer  this  people,  you  conquer 
"  under  the  cannon  of  France:  under  a  mafked 
^*  battery  then  ready  to  open.  You  are  now  at 
^*  the  mercy  of  every  little  German  chancery ; 
**  and  the  pretenfions  of  France  will  increafe 
**  daily,  fo  as  to  become  an  avowed  party  in 
"  either  peace  or  war.  We  have  tried  for  un- 
**  conditional  fubmiffion ;  try  what  can  be  gain-. 
**  ed  by  unconditional  redrefs.  Lefs  diijiiity  ' 
**  will  be  loft  in  the  repeal,  than  in  fubniitting 
"  to  tlie  demands  of  Germans.  AVe  are  the 
*'  aggreflbrs ;  we  have  invaded  America,  as 
much  as  the  Spanifli  armada  invaded  Eng- 
land.  Mercy  cannot  be  injurious ;  it  will 
^  feat  the  king  where  he  ought  to  be,  throned 
"  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  ;  and  millions  at 
"  home  and  abroad,  now  employed  in  obloquy 
"  or  revolt,  will  pray  for  him."  Theprefcntmo* 
ment  was  the  crifis,  he  obferved,  before  France 
was  party  to  the  treaty ;  before  the  fate  of  the 
country  was  decided.  The  French  court  was  too 
wife  to  lofe  the  opportunity  of  effeftuall v  fepa* 
rating  America  from  the  dominions  of  this  king- 
dom; and  whenever  France  or  Spaiii  entered  into 
any  treaty  with  America,  Great  Britain  muft 
immediately  declare  war  againft  them.  He 
would  be  among  the  firft  to  advife  it,  evea  if 
we  had  but  five  ihips  of  the  line  in  our  poits: 
and  fuch  a  treaty  muft  and  would  fhortly  take 
place,  if  pacification  was  delayed.  War  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain  was  not  lefii 
probable,  becaufe  it  had  not  yet  been  de- 
clared :  it  would  be  folly  in  France  to  declare 

it 
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CHAP,  it  now,  while  America  gave  full  employment 
XXX.  to  our  arms,  and  was  pouring  into  the  lap  of 
^:^  France  her  wealth  and  produce;  the  benefit 
of  which  ihe  was  enjoying  in  peace.  Were 
it  prafticable,  by  a  long  continued  courfe  of 
fuccefs,  to  conquer  America,  no  benefit  could 
be  derived  but  from  the  good-will  and  pure 
aflfe^Hon  of  the  inhabitants,  which  were  not 
to  he  gained  hy  force  of  arms,  but  by  conci- 
liation and  juftice. 

Ik  a  fubfequent  part  of  the  debate,  lord 
Chatham  gave  a  more  fpecific  detail  of  hii 
views.  "  I  wifli,"  hefaid,  "for  a  repeal  of  every 
"  oppreffive  aft  pafled  fince  176S.  I  would 
*•  put  our  brethren  in  Anoerica  precifely  on 
'*  the  fame  footing  they  ftood  at  that  period. 
I  would  expeft,  that  being  left  at  liberty 
to  tax  themfelves,  and  difpofcof  their  own 
property,  they  would  in  return  contribute 
to  the  common  burthens,  according  to  their 
"  means  and  abilities.  I  will  move  for  a 
**  bill  of  repeal,  as  the  only  means  left  to  avert 
^^  that  deltruction  which  threatens  to  owr- 
"  whelm  us.  1  Ihall  no  doubt  hear  it  objcftcd, 
"  why  ihould  we  concede?  HaS' America  done 
anything,  on  hef  part,  to  induce  us  to  agree 
to  fo  large  a  ground  of  conceffion  ?  I  think 
you  fliould  concede,  having  been  the  aggref* 
Ibrs  from  the  beginning.  It  is  the  bu/ine6 
of  this  country  to  make  the  firit  overtures, 
for  I  fay  again  this  country  has  been  the 
*■  aggveflbr.  You  have  made  defcents  upon 
**  their  coafts  ;  you  have  burnt  their  touns 
plundered  their  country,  made  Mar  upon  the 
ihhabitants,  confifcated  their  property,  pro- 
"  fcribed  and  imprifoned  their  perfons.  I  do 
therefore  affirm,  that  inftead  of  exacting  un- 
couditional  iubmiflion  from  the  colouies,  we 
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^'  fhouid  grant  them  unconditional  redrefs;  chap« 
"  we  have  injured,  we  have  endeavoured  to  J^^ 
'*  enflave  and  opprefs  them.  Upon  this  clear  1777^ 
ground,  inftead  of  chaftifement,  tliey  are  en- 
titled to  redrefs,  afirft  ftep  towards  which  will 
be  a  repeal  of  thofe  laws  of  which  they  com- 
plain. The  people  of  America  confider  par- 
"  liament  the  authors  of  their  miferies,  their 
"  aiFeftions  are  eftranged  from  their  fovereign ; 
*'  let  then  reparation  come  from  the  /hands 
"  which  inflifted  the  injuries  ;  let  conciliation 
^*  fucceed  chaftifement ;  and  I  maintain  that 
'*  parliament  will  again  recover  its  authority ; 
"  that  his  majefty  will  he  once  more  enthroned 
^'  in  the  hearts  or  his  American  fubje6ts ;  and 
that  your  lordihips,  as  contributing  to  fo 
great,  glorious,  falutary,  and  benignant  jl 
work,  will  'receive  the  prayers  and  benedic- 
tions of  every  part  of  the  Britifli  empire." 
In  debating  lord  Chatham's  propofition,  the 
accuftomed  ground  was  repeatedly  traverfed 
by  both  parties ;  the  lords  who  fupported  ad- 
niiniftration  infifting,  that  the  original  aim  of 
America  was  independence,  which  the  adhe- 
rents of  lord  Chatham  as  ftrongly  denied  ;  and 
the  affertion  advanced  by  them,  that  Gr?at 
Britain  was  the  original  aggreffor,  was  no  lefs 
vigoroufly  combated.  Several  collateral  topics 
of  difcuflion  were  introduced,  which  protracted 
the  debate  to  an  enormous  length,  particularly 
acenfure  on  a  paflage  in  a  recent  fermon  of  tho 
archbilhop  of  York,  which,  was  animadverted 
on,  and  defended,  with  great  heat. 

Lord  Goweb  obferved,  that  the  motion 

held  out  nothing  new,  and  was  a  mere  repetition 

of  lord  Chatham's  former  fentinients.     Similar 

'  propofitions  had  been  afterwards  made  by  two 

noble  dukes^  and  unlefs  the  houfe.bad  changed 
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CHAP,   its  Opinions,  for  which  he  could  fee  no  reafon, 
^^^    it  muft  reje6l  the  prefcnt,  as  well  as  all  thepTC- 
1777.      ceding  motions.     The  idea  refpe6ting  the  con- 
duft  of  France,  taken  in  any  of  the  various 
views  in  which  his  lordflnp  had  placed  it,  was 
moft  extraordinary,  or  rather  mod  extravagant 
^*  If  we  conquer  America,"  he  fays,  "  we  fliall 
conquer  it  for  France ;  if  France  fhould  join 
America  againft  us,  and  get  the  better,  Arae- 
"  rica,  though  fuccefsful,  will  neverthelefs  be 
"  conquered^  and  become  a  province  or  de- 
^*  pendency  of  France:  and  though  we  neither 
conquer  or  are  conquered,  ItiH  America  wilt 
be  loft  to  England,  and  f^l  to  our  enemies 
and  rivals."     Such  a  motion,  by  exhibiting 
to  foreign  nations  a  pitlvre  of  our  ppetendea 
national  imbecility,  and  the  defperate  fituation 
of  our  affairs,  would  invite  them  to  avail  Ihem- 
felves  of  our  weafcnefs,  diftrefs,  and   divided 
councils,  when  they  fhould  fee  the  great  coun- 
cil of  the  nation  alarmed  by  views  of  impend- 
ing ruin,   arifing  from  the  unfuccefsful,  fatal 
hoftilities  of  an  unnatural  civil  war. 

Lord  Lyttleton  was  furprized  at  the 
ti^iid  defpondent  tone  aflumed  by  lord  Chat- 
ham, in  relation  to  the  condu6l  and  ultimate 
views  of  foreign  powers  ;  he  Avhofe  fire,  ^irit, 
and  zeal,  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  hisi 
country,  had  carried  terror  and  conqueft  among 
furrounding  nations;  could  fuch  fentiments 
be  reconciled  to  his  former  conduft?  He  who> 
when  very  young,  infpircd  himfelf  and  the  na- 
tion at  large  with  the  mod  exalted  and  heroic 
ideas  ;  called  on  the  people  to  affert  their 
honour,  and  do  themfelves  juftice,  in  defian(?e 
of  the  confpiracies  of  everj^  power  in  Europe. 
And  how  was  the  ftate  of  America  calculated 
to  make  Great  Britain  defpair  of  conqueft? 

Anarchy 
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AntLrchy  prevails ;- horrible  ads  of  violence,  chap. 
treachery,  cruelty,  and  injuftice,  are  daily  com-  vi^*?^ 
mitted  by  the  rebels  on  their  loyal  and  dutiful      1777* 
brethren,  merely  becaufe  they  M'ould  not  join 
in  the  diabolical  fcheme  of  overthrowing  all 
juft  and  legal  government ;  the  laws  trampled 
on,  the   courfe  of  juftice  interrupted  or  anni- 
hilated, government  diffolved,  magiftrates  im- 
prifoned  or  banifhed,  the  faithful  and  obedient 
part  of  the  people  oppreffed,  defpoiled  of  their 
property,  fuffering  in  dungeons,  or  obliged  to 
fly  their  native  land.     To  the  horrors  of  war, 
the  rebels  had  added  the  brutality  of  favages, 
and  the  treachery  of  cowards*     Thcfe  were  the 
perfons,  and  this  was  the  caufe,  fome  of  their  ' 

lordfliips  thought  fit  to  efpoufe  and  defend* 
The  opponents  of  adminiftration  were  remind- 
ed of  their  predictions  refpefting  the  conduft 
of  France ;  and  their  repeated  affis^rtions,  that 
America  had  never  thought  of  independence* 
Experience  had  verified  the  language  of  adnli- 
niftration  on  both  points.  Lord  Chatham  had 
derided  the  abfurdity  of  fuch  ideas,  as  inter- 
ference on  the  part  of  France,  and  the  con- 
grefs  declaring  the  united  colonies  independent 
llates.  Other  noble  lords,  on  the  fame  fide, 
denied  the  ieaft  probability  of  fuch  an  event, 
and  pledged  themfelves,  if  it  fhould  ever  hap- 
pen, that  they  would  be  the  fii^ft  and  moft 
zealous  in  endeavouring  to  compel  them  to 
return  to  their  duty.  The  event  has  actually 
taken  place,  and  wliat  is  their  conduft?  In-* 
ftead  of  recommending  vigorous  meafures; 
inftead  of  fupporting  llrenuous  and  decifive 
exertions  of  our  whole  llrength,  we  are  told 
that  France  does  not  mean  to  interfere ;  but 
left  fhe  fhould,  it  is  now  propofed  to  offer  a 
treaty  with  declared  and  open  iebels.     Our 

rights 
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CHAP,  rights  are  to  be  abandoned  or  conceded,  left 

XXX.     France  fhould  go  to  war  when  out  ftrength  and 

1777.     refources  are  weakened  and  exhaufted.     This 

bafeand  pufillaniinous  language,  is  not  worthy 

of  attention. 

Rcjcacd*        Th£  motion  was  negatived.* 

Debates  on  '  The  fupplies  and   taxes  did  not  pais  the 

ib'^!^'^^    houfe  of  commons  without- ftrenuous  and  ani- 

ppuc».     yj^j^|.gj  debates :  all  the  members  of  oppofition 

attended,  and  the  bargains  and  condu6;  of  the 
niinifter  were  vehemently  arraigned.  The 
landgrave  of  Hefle,  taking  advantage  of  the 
ueceffities  of  Great  Britain,  had  revived,  with 
fuccefs,  dorpiant  and  groundlefs  claims  for  levy 
tmd  hofpital  monres  during  the  laft  war.  The 
minifter  was  reproached  M^ith  improvidence 
and  profufion  '  in  his  codtradls,  particularly 
with  having  paid  for  putrid  pork,  and  damaged 
flour,  a  higher  price  than  the  fame  articles  were 
worth  in  their  beftftate;  and  with  having  been 
fo  egrcgioufly  duped  in  a  contraft  for  rum,  as 
to  pay  more  than  double  its  value. 
m(h  April.  LoRD  NoRTH,  whilc  daily  haraffcd  by  thefe 
TOfflf *  c  re-  objeftions,  which  even  occafioned  a  defertion 
fpeaingthe  of  fomc  of  his  moft  conftant  fupporters;  when 
arrears  of  ^[^g  nation  was  depreflcd  and  alarmed  by  intel- 
m/*^*  ligence  of  the  difaftrous  events  attending  the 
clofe  of  the  campaign ;  when  he  had  not  yet 
intirely  recovered  from  a  fevere  illnefs;  was 
obli2:ed  to  fubmit  to  the  houfe  a  demand  of 
the  greateft  delicacy,  and  which  he  forefaw 
muft  introduce  the  moft  unplcafant  difcuflions. 
The  increafing  load  of  debt  on  the  civil  lift, 
greatly  augmented  by  numerous  American 
refugees,  had  long  embarraffed  the  court;  but 
the  circumftances  of  the  times  had  prevented 

^  99  Co  %u 
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Jln  application  to  parliament.     The  poverty  of  Cha?, 
the  crown  was  now,  however,  become  fo  dif-    ^^^^^ 
graceful,  that  the  minifter  could  no  longer  de-      X7;7. 
cline  prefenting  a  mellage,  informing  the  houfe 
that  the   arrears,   to    the    fifth    of   January, 
amounted  to  upwards  of  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,   and  appealing  to  their  loyalty  and 
afFeftion  to  difcharge  this  debt,  and,   at  the 
fame  time,  make  fUrther  provifion  for  fupport- 
ing  the  dignity  of  the  crown. 

This  meflage  was  referred  to  a  committee  Debate*  Ja 
of  fupply,  who  Avere  furnillicd  Avith  explana-  [||ffi^™" 
tory  papers.  A  long  debate  occurred,  on  a  x6thApfiL 
motion  by  lord  John  Cavendiih  to  difcharge 
the  order  of  reference. ,  He  obje(5led  to  the 
accounts  as  defective,  and  to  the  expenditure 
as  excefliive.  The  accounts,  he  faid,  came  unac- 
companied by  any  voucher,  or  collateral  or 
explanatory  obfervation,  that  could  give  them 
an  air  of  authenticity.  T4ie  manner  of  fabri- 
cating them,  and  of  ftating  the  excefs,  hel[)ed 
to  explain  each  other.  The  accounts  merely 
announced  the  difburfemetits,  without  informal 
tion  to  whom,  or  for  what  particular  fervice ; 
the  excefs  was  a  neceflfary  confequence  of 
fuch  a  ftatement,  and  (lie wed  that  itarofe,  but 
not  why  it  fliould  be  provided  for.  His  lord- 
fliip  attempted  to  prove,  by  arithmetical  elH- 
mates,  that  comparing  fixteen  years  of  the 
prcfeut,  with  the  fame  period  of  the  late  reign  j 
or  taking  an  average  of  the  expenditure  of 
both  reigns,  making  every  allowance  for  in- 
creafe  of  family,  and  advanced  price  of  necef-  . 
faries,  the  fair  expenditure  of  his  nia jelly  ought 
to  be  lefs  by  fome  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 
tlian  that  of  his  predeceflTor.  Tlie  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown  formed  a  common  pretext 
for  fuch  applications  as  the  prefent;  and  would 

of 
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CHAP,  of  courfe  pervade  the  minifierial  language t 
^^^*  but  if  the  miniiter  really  confulted  the  honour 
^777-  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  he  would  have  ap- 
plied to  parliament  earlieiv  or  even  annually^ 
as  the  debt  was  incurred*  The  houfe  might 
then  have  devifed  fome  mode  of  retrenching 
unneceiTary  expeuces ;  enquired  into  the  (late 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  revenue;  and,  on. 
difcovering  abiiles,  would  have  redified  them, 
or  totally  removed  the  caufe.  Dangerous  con- 
fequences  mull  arifc  from  an  augmentation  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  the  confequent  influence  of 
tjie  crown,  already  become  much  too  power- 
ful. 

Similar  atguments  and  ftatements  were  ad- 
vanced by  other  members  of  oppofition,  with 
fuch  variations  As  marked  the  temper,  charac- 
ter, or  geniu«  of  each.  Wilkes  faid,  the  nation 
cheeri'ully  gaveeiglithundred  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  trappings  of  royalty;  the  propofed  aug- 
mentation was  a  violation  of  public  faith ;  and  it 
was  cruel  to  fleece  the  people,  when  involved  in  a 
moftexpenflve,  as  well  as  unnatural  and  ruinous 
civil  war,  and  burthened  with  an  enormous  na- 
tional debt.  He  re\iewed  the  expences  of  all 
the  kings,  fnice  the  revolution,  extolling  their 
magnificence,  compared  with  the  want  of  fplen- 
dour  in  the  court  of  George  III.  He  alluded 
to  his  own  fufferings,  by  mentioning  an  article 
in  the  account  of  fecret  fcrvices,  paid  in  1763 
to  Samuel  Martin,  efq.  and  faid  he  was  himfelf 
plundered  in  one  j'car  of  a  thoufand  pounds  in 
two  tines.  He  defcanted  with  afperity  on  the  htc- 
rary  penfions  beltOM^ed  on  two  jacobite  doftors, 
Shebbeare  and  Johnfon ;  on  Hume  for  attack- 
ing, and  on  Bcattie  for  defending  the  Chrifnan 
faith.  Thus  was  the  public  treafure  laviflied. 
He  fpoke   with  acrimonious  harihnefs  of  the 

difagrec- 
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ilifagreements  in  the  royal  family,  contraftine  chap. 
the  kindnefs  of  Louis  XVI.  to  Monfieur  and  J^i^. 
the  comte  d'Artois,  with  the  conduft  of  the     »777* 
king  towards  the  dukes    of  Gloucefter  and 
Cumberland;  and,  deriding  the  notion  of  con- 
fnltingthe  dignity  of  the  diadem  and  greatnefs 
of  the    %vereign,    faid,  it  reminded  him  of 
the  obfervation  of  Philip  iv,  of  Spain,  when 
Louis  XIV.  was  taking  from  the  emperor  all  the 
towns  in  the   Netherlands,   "  Sa  grandeur  eft 
comme  celle  des  foff^s,  k  proportion  des  terres, 
qu'on  leur  6te." 

Burke  aflertcd  that  nothing  but  a  confi- 
dence in  the  fervility  of  the  houfe,  and  a  know- 
ledge of  their  carelefsnefs,  could  make  the  mi- 
niftry  defperate  enough  to  aliert  that  fufficient 
provifion  had  not  been  made  fot  the  fplendor  of 
the  crown.  He  objefted  to  the  argument  drawn 
from  the  experience  of  the  whole  reign,  that 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  not  fuf- 
ficient for  the  civil  lift  expences ;  becaufe,  if  ad- 
mitted, the  propriety  of  every  perfon's  praftice 
would  be  judged  by  the  practice  itfelf ;  a  man's 
extravagance  would  become  the  meafure  of  his 
fupply,  and  becaufe  he  had  actually  diffipated  a 
large  revenue,  he  ought  to  be  funiiflied  with  a 
larger  revenue  to  diffipate.  This  would  eftablifli 
a  principle  of  public  profufion ;  would  even  make 
it  the  iutereft  of  minifters  to  be  prodigal,  fince 
their  extravas^ance,  inftead  of  lelfeninfir,  would 
be  the  certain  means  of  increafing  their  eftate. 

Fox  decried  the  accounts  as  a  mere  detail  of 
arbitrary  fums,  perhaps  arbitrarily  fet  down. 
Such  an  account,  even  if  truly  ftated,  was  of 
no  ufe,  unlefs  to  add  mockery  to  contempt, 
and  blend  infult  with  derifion. 

The  members  of  oppoiition  did  not  all  agree 
.  VOL.  II.  II  ia 


48a  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND.* 


1777- 


CHAP*  ill  lord  John  Cavendiiirs '  hiotion  :  Wilke* 
xxx.^  propoftd,  and.  the  opinion  was  fan6tionedby 
others,  that  the  houie»  fhould  go  into  a  com- 
mittee, with  inftruftions  to  confider  of  the  caufes 
of  the  debts  due  on  account  of  the  civil  lift, 
and  Hkewife  what  further  provifion  might  be 
neceflary  to  fupport  the  fplendor  a^  dignity 
of  the  crown. 

In  propofmg  an  aid  to  the  crown,  the  mini- 
fter  declared  himfelf  aware  that  he  would  be 
lefs  engaged  in  reafoning,  than  in  diminifliing 
thcforce  of  arguments  and  affertions  calculated 
to  deprive  him  of  popularity,  which  was  to  be 
proportionately  gained  by  his  opponents.  He 
confefl'ed  the  tafk  difagreeable,  taking  it  in  the 
moft  favourable  light ;  and  when  he  laft  came 
on  a  fanilar  errand,  he  little  thought  it 
would  have  fallen  to  his  lot  again ;  for  feveral 
of  his  predecefTors,  much  his  fuperiors  in  abili^ 
ties,  had  continued  but  a  very  Ihort  time  inad- 
minifiration :  but  at  length,  faid  his  lordiliip, 
fuch  is  the  ftability  of  government,  tliat  an  ad-» 
minillration  can  even  outlive  eight  years ! 
During  the  laft  four  years,  he  faid,  the  expen- 
diture nad  undergone  a  confiderable  decreafe, 
to  the  amount  of  nearly  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  In  the  laft  year  it  had  increaf^ 
ed,  on  account  of  numerous  American  refugees, 
driven,  from  their  country  or  property  for  their 
loyalty  and  attachment  to  the  crown  and  parlia- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  and  left  deftitute  of  re- 
fource,  or  even  of  fullenance :  they  had  aug- 
mented the  civil  lift  expences  he  believed -to- 
.  the  amount  of,  twenty-feven  thoufand  pounds. 
I'he  influence  of  the  crown  w  as  not  enlarged 
fince  the  king's  acccflion,  but  governmept 
had  been  itrengthened  by   the   wifdom  and 
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l-eflitude   of  his  majcfty's   councils,   and   the  chap. 
efteem  and  confidence  of  his  fubjefts.     The    ^^^" 
obligations  were   mutual,    and  juftly  merit-     ,777. 
ed  ;  and  if  fuch  an  influence  really  exifted,  it 
would  not  be  employed  in  abridging  the  liber- 
ties of  the  fubjefits,  or  in  afls  of  oppreffion ;  but 
in  fecuring   and  augmenting  the  profperity, 
virtues,  and  happinelb  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Apam,  in  afpeech  of  confiderable abi- 
lity, fliewed  the  meannefs,  ignominy,  and  dif* 
grace  to  which  Charles  II.  had  been  obliged  to 
defcend,  from  all  which  he  might  have  been  ^ 
refcued  if  parliament  would  have  relaxed  their 
too  rigid  fyftem  of  parfimony.  The  accounts 
were  ftated  to  be  as  perfeft  as  could  be  f  urnifli- 
ed,  and  to  afford  every  light  neceflary  for . 
judging  of  the  fubjeft  :  in  former  reigns  fimiiar 
rcquefts  had  been  granted  without  a  requifi- 
tion  of  accounts. 

The  motion  of  lord  John  Cavendifli  was  Supply 
rejefted,^  and  the  committee  refolvedto  grant  6*^^"^^^* 
the  required  fum  for  difcharging  arrears,  and  to 
add   to  the  civil  lift  one   hundred  thoufand 
pounds  per  aCnnum. 

On  bringing  up  the  report  of  the  committee,  iSthApra. 
the  debate  was  reiumed  with  great  animation ; 
but  no  novelty  in  argument  occurred,  nor  any 
remarkable  circumftance,  except  that  the  houfe 
was  thrown  into  a  temporary  confufion  by  the 
ribaldry  *  of  Sawbridge,  who  faid  tlie  deficiency 
might  be  accounted  for,  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  increafed  price  of  the  neccflaries 
of  life.  The  civil  lift  had  been  employed  in 
corrupting  both  houfes  ;  it  had  been  fpent  in 
private  as  well  as  public  pcnfions ;  in  fingle 
bnbes,  and  temporary  gratuities.   The  civil  lift 
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CHAP,  liad  been  drained  by  as  many  diiFerciit  meaiu; 
1^:^    as  want  fuggefted,  or  corruption  Avas  capable  of 
1777-      devifing  or  inventing.     Although  called  to  or- 
der, he  refufed  to  retraft  or  qualify  his  ex- 
pitffions ;  but  added,  that  fome  of  the  very  debt 
which  the  minifter  applied  to  pa.rliament  to 
difcharge,  was  fquandered  in  hiring  fpies  and  in- 
formers, to  ruin  and  diftrefe  innocent  men ;  men 
in  every   light  as  loyal  to  the  king,  and  as 
faithful  to  their  country,  as  their  perfecutoi-s 
would  perfuade  the  world  they  themfelves  were. 
Burke  interpofed,  and  by  a  happy  mixture  of 
argument  and   irony,  brought  the  houfe  to  a 
degree  of  forbearance  which  induced  them  to 
hear  thefe  abfurdities  unmoved.* 
ij^Apiii.       The  houfe  direfted  the  amount   of  arrears 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  fmking  fund,  and  a  bill 
was  paffed  comprifmg  all  thefe  objefts. 
Debate  TuE  king's  meflkge  was  difcuifed  with  no 

fniebrd..  ^^fs  Warmth  in  the  houfe  of  lords.    The  mar- 
quis  of  Rockingham  recommended  an  amend- 
ment to  the  addrcfe ;    which,  being  rejefted, 
was  entered  on  the  journals  as  a  proteft,  and 
figned  by  fourteen  peers. 
.Tib  May.        On  prefenting  the  bill  for  affent,  the  fpeaker 
Iwiet^r  ^^^^^^  houfe  of  commous  obfervcd  to  the  king, 
Norton,  on  that  in  a  time* of  public  diftrefs,  full  of  diffi- 
^rh"ii"'^    culty  and  danger,  their  conftituents  labouring 
the  king?    Under  burthens  almoft  too  ^eavy  to  be  borne, 
his  faithful  commons  poftponed  all  other  bu- 
fmefs,  and,  with  as  much  difpatch  as  the  na- 
ture of  their  proceeditigs  would  admit,  had 
not  only  granted  a  large  prefent  fupply,  but 
alfo  a  very  great  additional   revenue;   great 
beyond  example;  great  beyond  his  majefty'ft 

1  There  was  adlvifiop  on  the  ffcond  refo]^tIon5  the  nurabot  371 
t©i^j. 
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higheft  expence."     "  But  all  this,  Sir,  they  chap. 
"  have  (lone,  in  a  well  grounded  confidence,    yJ^J^ 
"  that  you  will  apply  wifely,  what  they  have     1777- 
"  granted  liberally  ;  and  feeling,  what  every 
"  good  fubje6l  muft  feel,  with  the  greateft 
"  fatisfadion,  that  under  the  dire6lion  of  your    ■ 

majefty's  wifdom,  the  affluence  and  grandeur 

of  the  fovereign  will  reflect  dignity  and 
"  honour  on  his  people." 

For  this  fpeech  the  fpeaker   received  the  He  is 
thanks  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  was  de-  !u*u^*1.^y 
fired  to  prmt  it. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  late  debates,  many  al-  Debate  on 
lufions  had  been  made  to  the  ftate  of  the  king's  ^^  ^"*>i«^« 
brothers,  and  an  amendment  Avas  fuggeft^d  by  1 8th  April. 
Sir  James  Lo^vther,  by  Avhich  part  of  the  fum 
granted  in  augmentation  of  the  civil  lift^  would 
be  applied  to  their  ufe :  this  propofal  was  over- 
ruled as  irregular,  but  after  the  aft  was  palTed, 
he  again  brought  it  forward.  The  debate  was  9*May- 
not  interefting,  as  the  motion  was  oppofed 
chiefly  on  the  ground  of  its  being  indelicate 
to  interfere  in  the  tranfadions  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily,  and  it  was  difpofed  of  by  the  previous 
queftion ;°  but  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  Mr, 
Rigby  alluded  with  pointed  indignation  to  the 
obiervations  of  the  fpeaker,  who,  he  faid,  had 
grofsly  mifreprefented  the  fituation  of  the  coun- 
try, in  a  place,  and  in  the  prefence  of  thofe  where 
nothing  but  truth  ihould  be  heard.  The  fenti- 
ments  attributed  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  were 
totally  foreign  from  their  thoughts ;  and,  he 
truftcd,  that  before  the  houfe, rofe,  it  would  be 
proved,  whether  they  coincided  with  the  chair  or 

n  Several  members  who  took  notes  of  this  fpeechy  wrote  'wants 
isiittid  of  exfence* 
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CHAP,  with  him,  who  utterly  difclai in ed  the  obfcrva- 
^^^'     tions  delivered  by  the  fpeaker  in  their  name. 


'777.  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  appealed  to  the 
houfe;  the  fpeech  and  vote  of  thanks  were 
read,  and  Fox  moved,  that  the  fpeaker  did  ex- 
prefs,  with  Juft  and  proper  energy,  the  zeal  of 
the  houfe  for  the  fuj^ort  of  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  the  crown,  in  circumftances  of  great 
public  charge.  In  introducing  the  motion  he 
obferved,  that  if  it  were  negatived,  the  fpeaker 
could  not  retain  the  chair  with  reputation  to 
bisifelf,  or  be  further  ferviceable  in  his  ftation, 
after  being  publicly  dcferted,  bullied,  and  dif- 
graced.-  Sir  Fletcher  Norton  himfelf  adopted 
this  opinion  ;  affuring  the  houfe  that  he  meant 
to  deliver  nothing  but  their  fentiments,  in 
which  he  thought  himfelf  juftified  by  the  time, 
the  occafion,  and  the  various  concurrent  cir- 
cumftances which  combined  to  ftamp  his  ob- 
fervations  M'ith  peculiar  propriet^^  Con- 
ceiving, therefore,  that  he  difcharged  his  duty, 
and  that  the  houfe  had  fubiequently  fanftioned 
his  conduct  by  their  approbation,  he  could  not, 
if  the  prefent  motion  was  rejected,  remain  in  a 
fituation  where  he  could  be  no  longer  fervice- 
able. 
Thefpcak-  ALTHOUGH  the  attomey-gencral  fupported 
er'scon-  T^j^^  Rigby's  Opinion,  the  profecution  of  the 
dccifivciy  cjucftion,  in  the  direftion  it  muft  neceffarily 
aj)proved.  take,  was  not  defirable  to  the  friends  of  ad- 
miniftration ;  a  confiderable  portion  of  dif- 
cuflion  was  employed  on  the  fiippofed  aiTertion, 
that  the  fupply  exceeded  the  king's  rcanis; 
a  phrafe  which  the  fpeaker  difclaimed;  Mr. 
Rigby,  in  the  courfe  of  debate,  fpoke  in  more 
moderate  terms,  claiming  a  right  to  utter  his 
own  fentiments  freely,  but  denying  any  inten- 
tion to  make  perfonal  refleftions  on  the  chaij. 

IJe  attempted  a  comproniife  by  means  of  an 

adjourn- 
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adjournment,  but  this  he  afterwards  withdrew :  chap. 
Fox's  motion  was  carried,   and   followed    by     xxx. 
one  from  ferjeant  Adair,   renewing  the  thanks     1777. 
ofthehoufe  to  their  chief  officer. 

Among  the  other  tranfaAions  of  the  feflion,  *8thApril, 
were  a  grant  of  three  thoufand  pounds  to  the  ^^^u^- 
Britifh  Alufeum,  and  an  ad,  which  will  ever  um. 
redound  to  the  credit  of  the  folicitor-general,  Annuity 
for  reftraining,  and  fubjeciing  to  feveral  im-     '  . 
portant  regulations,  all  grants  of  annuities.     , 

Ix  prefenting  the  bills  to  the  king,  at  6th  June, 
tlie  clofe  of  the  feflion,  the  fpeaker  again  |^d-  ^^^^^^0^^ 
drefled  his  majefty,  ftating  the  hope  of  the  hou  fe, 
that  fpeedy  means  would  be  found  to  ftop  the 
ravages  of  war,  which  would  otherwife  be  at- 
tended with  confequences  ruinous  to  the  prof- 
perity,  perhaps  dangerous  to  the  fafety  of  the 
country. 

The  king  exprefled  his  approbation  of  the  King's 
conduft  of  parliament,  and  thanked  them  for  ^P<^^^^- 
the  unqueftionable  proofs  of  the  continued 
attachment  to  his  perfon  and  government, 
their  clear  difcernment  of  the  true  interefts  of 
the  country,  and  fteady  perfeverance  in  main- 
taining the  rights  of  the  legiflature.  He  trufteil 
in  Divine  Providence,  that,  by  a  well  concerted 
and  vigorous  exertion  of  the  great  force  put 
into  his  hands,  the  operations  of  the  campaign 
would  be  blelfed  with  fuch  fuccefs,  as  miglit 
Hioft  efteftually  tend  to  the  fupprelfion  of  re* 
bellion,  and  re-eftablifliment  of  the  conftitu- 
tional  obedience,  which  all  the  fubjefts  of  a 
free  ftate  owe  to  the  authority  of  law. 

No   effort  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  state  of 
public,  or  procure  an  indication  of  popular  ^^^5  ]j"^'* 
ientiment,  on  the  fubje(5is  which  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  Icgiilature,  merits  particular 
attention:  all  eves  Teemed  fixed  on  the  centre, 
to  .  which  the  great  exertions  of  government 
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CHAP,  wtre  direfted  :    with  an  anxiety  proportioned* 
tv^i/   ^^  ^^^  magnitude  of  the  conteft,  the  nation 


J 7 77.     fiirveyed  the    enxployment  of  thofe  prepara- 
tions which  the  miniftry  had  demanded  with  a 
/   confidence  of  ultimate  fuccefs,  and  the  par- 
liament had  granted  with  the  cheerfulnefs  of 
well  founded  hope. 
8tateana        In  fanguincly  predifling  the. interference  of 
foreign^     foreign  powers  in  the  difpute,  the  members  of 
powers       oppofition  uttercd  fuppofitions  well   founded 
toEiT^^^  in  theory,  and  ftrongl}^  fupported  by  circum- 
hnd,         ftances,  though  premature.     France,  towards 
which    thefe     fuggeftions    moft    particularly 
pointed,  gavp  fufliicient  indications  of  a  wiiK 
to  aflift  the  revolted  colonies,  tliough  her  Ian- 
;uage  Avas  ftill  pacific,  and  confidential,  and 
ler  condufl,  fo  far  as  it  could  be  referred  to 
the  teft  of  public  a6is,  unexceptionable.. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  indepen- 
dency, congrefs  had  difpatched  Silas  Dean,* and 
fubfequently  Dr.  Franklin,  to  Paris,  for  the 
purpole  of  negotiating  for  the  afliftance  of 
France ;  they  were  not  received  in  a  public 
charader,  but  permitted  to  rcfide  in  the  capi- 
tal; and  as  it  was  the  prevailing  French  failiion 
to  patronize  the  American  revolt,  they  were 
introduced  to,  and  courted  by  people  of  the 
firft  rank.  The  queisn  of  France,  at  the  head 
of  an  aftive  and  numerous  paity,  anxioufly 
awaited  the  moment  for  commencing  hoftilir 
ties  ;  but  her  influence  was  not  fufliicient  to 
remove  the  miuifters,  who  feeling  the  true  inte- 
reil  of  the  country,  were  unwilling,  by  engag- 
ing in  war,  to  preclude  the  advantages  which 
miq;ht  be  derived  from  neutralitv.  Some  mem- 
bers  of  adminiftration  did  not  adopt  the  fame 
views,  but  through  ambition  of  directing  the 
pneratjojis  of  a  war,  or  defire  of  giving  effeft  to 

fome 
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fome  untried  proje6is  of  finance,  Countenanced  c  H  ap. 
as  much  as  poflible  the  rifing  fpirit  of  partia-  ^^^^ 
lity  to  America.  x???- 

The  king  of  Pruffia,  facrificing  every  con- 
iideration  of  found  policy,  and  fappreffing  every 
emotion  of  gratitude,  loudly  declared  himfelf 
the  champion  of  America.  He  M^as  ambitious 
to  become  the  director  of  the  French  councils, 
and  give  energy  to  every  hoftile  attenipt  againft 
England.  Thofe  among  the  French  miniftry 
who  entered  into  thefe  views,  were  anxious  to 
ftrengtheh  the  alHance  with  Pruffia,  and  weaken 
the  effeft  of  the  royal  marriage  into  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  as  they  forefaw  the  impoffibility  of 
engaging  the  cabinet  of  Vienna  in  projects  hof- 
tile to  England.  The  partiality  for  this  con- 
nexion was  daily  growing  weaker  in  both  coun- 
tries. The  queen  of  France  was  foiled  in  her 
firft  attempt,  that  of  replacing  Choifeul  in  ad-  . 
miniftration  ;  a  meafure  which  would  have  led 
direftly  to  a  ftrong  union  againft  Pruffia,  and 
formidable  to  England,  Holland,  and  lluffia. 
The  connexion  with  Pruffia  was  now  therefore 
purfued  with.eagernefs,  and  without  fear,  from 
the  certainty,  that  during  the  life  of  theemprefs 
queen,  at  leaft,  no  hoftility  would  be  fought  by 
Auflria  with  France.  Maria  Therefa,  weary  of 
war,  had  an  infurmountable  repugnance  to  all 
meafures  which  could  tend  to  the  infradion  of 
peace ;  and  her  ftrong  maternal  feelings,  ren- 
dered her  peculiarly  avcrfe  to  hoftilities  with 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon,  into  which  live  of  her 
children  were  intermarried. 

Thus,  under  an  enforced  neceffity  of  main- 
taining pacific  appearances,  while  the  majority 
pf  the  nation  were  eager  for  hoftile  meafures, 
the  conduct  of  France  was  replete  with  incon- 
^ftencies :  many  a6ts,  both  in  that  kingdom 
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CHAP,  and  the  tranfatlantic  colonies,  afforded  reafon- 
^^^' ,  able  grounds  of  offence,  while  on  every  com- 
plaint, the  government  evinced  a  ferious  defire 
to  alla\^  the  jealoufies,  and  conciliate  the  good- 
"will  of  Great  Britain.  The  American  priva- 
teers found  a  ready  falc/for  their  captures  in 
the  French  ports,  as  well  in  Europe,  as  in  the 
Weft  Indies.  In  France,  fome  difguife  and 
reftraint  were  requifite,  though  no  effeftual 
impediment  was  inforced,  but  the  people  in  the 
Iflands  permitted  private  fales,  and  fitted  out 
privateers  under  American  colours,  and  with 
American  commifTions,  for  the  purpofe  of  com- 
mitting depredations  on  Britifli  property.  An 
agent  of  congrefs,  openly  eftablifhed  at  Mar- 
tinico,  not  only  facilitated  thefe  illicit  proceed- 
ings, bvtt  laid  the  grounds  for  quarrels  between 
the  French  and  EnorlifJ)  merchants.  The  Ame- 
rican  privateers,  increafmg  in.audacity,  infefted 
the  channel,  infulted  the  coaft  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  began  to  be  received  and 
fainted  in  the  ports  of  France.'* 

Onk  of  the  effefts  of  fafliion  in  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  American  conteft,  was  the  rage 
of  adventuring,  with  which  it  iufpired  many 
of  the  young  nobility  of  France.  Among  the 
moft  confpicuous  of  thefe  inftances  w-as,  that 
of  t^ie  marquis  de  la  Fayette:  he  was  nephew 
to  M.  de  Noailles,  the  French  cmbalfador  in 
London ;  had  for  fome  time  refided  with  his 
tmcle,  and  having  availed  himfelf  of  a  familiar 
intcMGourfe  with  fome  of  the fervants  of  ijovem- 
ment,  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of  the  intended 
plan  of  operations  for  the  enfuing  campaign, 
liiddcnly  withdrew  to  France,  purchafed  a 
yacht,  and  on  pretence  of  a  voyage  to  Italy, 

^  SccRAmfay,  vol.  (i.  p.  23.  and  ail  thehiftorles* 
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failed  to  America,  and  joined  the  army  under  chap. 
Wafliington.  ^  But  whatever  might  be  the  ar*  ^^' 
guments  or  temptations  which  induced  French  177;. 
officers  to  engage  in  thefe  fpeculations,  they 
muft  have  been  confiderably  mortified  with 
thieir  reception  in  the  American  army.  They 
expefted  rank  equivalent  to  that'  which  they 
had  held  in  the  fervice  of  the  French  king, 
and  congrefs  inadvertently  decreed  that  ar- 
rangement; but  Wafliington  foon  demon  ftrated, 
that  it  could  not  take  cii'edt  without  difplacing 
and  difgufting  all  native  officers.  The  French 
adventurers  did  not  know  the  language,  and 
were  impatient  at  the  manners  of  their  new  af- 
fociates  ;  the  Americans  viewed  them  with 
jealoufy  and  difaffeftion ;  many  returned  difap- 
pointed  to  their  native  land,  and  even  la 
Fayette  was  in  danger  of  experiencing  the 
fame  fate.  ^ 

If  thefe  circumftances,  feparately  confidered, 
were     calculated    to  give   uneafmefs    to    the 
Britifh    government,    the    public  •  condu6l  of 
France  was  always  conciliatory,  often  humble. 
The  miniftrj  explained  frankly    the   caufe  of 
large  armaments  then  making  in  their  ports, 
and  gave  aflurances  that  they  were  only  in 
purfuance  of  the  family  compact,  for  the  affill- 
ance  of  Spain,   who   was  involved  in  difputes 
with  Portugal.     The  whole  correfpondence  on 
this  fubjeft  difplays  a  difpofition  in  France  to 
avoid  all  occalions  of  offence,  and  fomewhatof 
alarm  left  Great  Britain,  by  affifting  Portugal, 
ihould  render  hoftilities  inevitable. 

P  Hiftory  of  lord  North's  admin iftration,  p.  277.  La  Fayette 
was  not  yet  twenty,  when  he  comijnenced  his  career  with  this  a^  of 
treachery. 

<1  See  Wafhington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  197.  2x6.  and  for  other  ftate- 
ments  relative  to  the  French  officer?!  the  wmc  vol.  p.  13.  16.  32.  53> 
54*  57*  ^9*  7<^*  75*  H*  ^^d  89. 
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CHAP,  Ox  a  forcible  renionftrancie  from  lord  Stor- 
y^J^  niont,  the  ^ritilh  qmbalTador,  an  order  was  if- 
^i777«  filed,  requiring  all  American  veifels  to  quit  the 
ports  of  France.  This  injundion,  it  is  true, 
was  frequently  evaded,'  nor  was  it  perhaps  ever 
expeSed  to  be  rigidly  enforced,  but  the  public 
dilavowal  of  the  American  caufe  was  a  fatis- 
faftory  conceflion,  and  tended  to  remove  the 
fears  ofimm^diate  aggreflSon,  though  prudence 
forbad  a  too  confident  fecurity. 

ly  like  manner  the  condud  of  la  Fayette 
was  in  public  difavowed,  and  the  cpurtafFefted 
great  difpleafure  ;*  it  was  not  ncceffary,nor  in- 
deed becoming,  to  inveftigate  ftriflly  the  fince- 
rity  of  thefe  appearances :  the  punilbmentor 
dilgrace  of  an  individual  could  not  be  import- 
.ant  in  a  national  conteft,  and  it  might  be  eafily 
comprehended,  thatperfonal  coniiderations  and 
family  connexions  would prefervean  individual 
of  his  rank  and  fortune  from  open  difgrace, 
even  if  the  court  really  felt  indignant  at  his 
proceedings. 

On  the  whole,  making  every  allowance  for 
the  intriguing  difpolition  of  France;  for  her 
rivalihip  with  Great  Bi'itain,  and  her  defireto 
humble  fo  profperous  a  rival,  it  might  be  con- 
jeftured  that  Ihe  would  fee  her  own  intereft  in 
avoiding  a  war,  which  Great  Britain  would 
certainly  not  court.  The  government  of  France 
was  far  from  fettled  ;  the  cliforders  of  the  late 
reign'  required  a  long  interval  to  repair  their 
efteds  on  the  finances ;  the  king's  darling  pro- 
jed  of  forming  a  rcfpettable  navalforce  would 
be  delayed  if  not  frultrated,  and  all  his  benevo- 
lcutpri)jcds  of  economy  would  be  fuperfeded, 

'  Ramfay,  vol.  ii.  p.  24. 

«  Gibbon's  Pcfthumous  Works,  vol.  i,  p.  515. 
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Penetrating  politicians  thought  Louis  had,  by  chap. 
the  recal  of  the  ancient  parliaments,  purchafed    ^^ 
popularity  at  too  high  a  rate  ;  and  it  required     1777 
Itill  lels  difcernment  to  perceive  that  thefup- 
preffion  of  the   Moufcjuet aires  diminifliednot 
only  the  fplendor,  but  the  real  ftrength  of  the 
throne. 

A  CORDIAL  attachment  to  the  interefts  and 
welfare  of  Great  Britain  could  not  be  expected 
from  France  ;  but  the  moll  fagacious  oblervers 
were  of  opinion,  that  France  was  fincere  in  her 
delire  to  avoid  a  genecal  quarrel  with  Great 
Britain,  though  this  difpofition  was  attributed 
rather  to  a  want  of  union  and  enterprize  among 
the  principal  people,  than  to  any  well  combined 
fyftem  or  paciRe  politics.  '  It  was  alfo  the 
judgment  of  a  profound  obferver,  who  was  at 
this  period  in  Paris>  in  the  centre  of  informa- 
'  tion,  with  the  beft  means  of  acquiring,  and  the 
greateft  facilities  of  communicating  it,  that 
there  was  no  room  for  apprehending  a  war  with 
France.  "  It  is  much  more  pleafant,  as  well  as 
"  profitable,"  this  elegant  author  obferves,  "to 
"  view  in  fafety  the  raging  of  the  tempeft, 
"  occafionally  to  pick  up  fome  pieces  of  the 
/'  wreck,  and  to  improve  their  trade,  their  agri- 
"  culture,  and  their  finances,  while  tlie  two 
"  countries  are  Itnto  collifa  duello.  Far  from 
"  taking  any  ftep  to  put  a  fpeedy  end  to  this 
*'  aftoniihing  diipute,  I  fhould  not  be  furprized 
**  if  next  fummer  they  were  to  lend  their 
"  cordial  affiftancc  to  England,  as  to  the  weaker. 
''  party.^ " 

«  Thw  was  the  obfcrvation  of  prince  Kaunitz,  the  iijipcVial  prime 

miniftery  to  Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith,  the   Briiifh  ambaflador  at 

Vienna :  the  important  correfpondcnce  from  which  it  is  taken,  h.i« 

alfo  fnrnittied  many  other  fadls  and  obfcrvationi  in  tlie  above  Ikctcii 

•i'tbreign  affairs. 

■  Gibbon^  Poflhumoas  Workfj  vol.  i.  p«  526. 
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CHAPTER   THE    THIRTY-FIRST: 

1776—1777.*' 

E.vtenfke  powers  granted  to  JVaJhington. — 
American  oath  of  allegiance, — JVaJhington's 
proclamation.-^ State  of  his  army. — Sup- 
plies from  France. — Eapeditiojis — to  Peek^s 
Kill-'^  Daubtiry-^and  other  places. — Ame- 
rican  expedition  to  Sagg'^s  Harbour.  — 
Movemtnt  of  JVaJhington. — Cf  the  Britijh 
army. — Hozve  makes  a  feigned  retreat. — 
Action  7iear  Quibble  Torcn. — Hotte  evacuates 
the  Jerfeifs. -^Capture  of  general  Prefcott. 
^^Thc  Britijh  army  embarks  for  the  Dela- 
ware—  Lands  at  the  head  of  Elk. — Howes 
proclamation,  —  Battle  -of  Brandyxrine.  — 
Surprize  of  general  JVaync. — Capture  of 
Philadelphia. — Strong  defence  of  the  Dela- 
ware. — Billingfport  taken. — Action  at  Ger- 

■  man  Town. — Attack  on  Red  Bank. — Lojs 
6f  the  Augujta  and  Merlin. — The  enemy's 
forts  at  length  taken. — JVaJhington  encamps 
at  IVhite  Marfh. — Huts  his  army  at  Valley 
Forge. — Sir  JVilliam  Howe  f  res  in  winter 
quarters. — Campaign  of  the  northern  army. 
— Obfervations  on  the  employment  offarages. 
— Burgoyne  arrives  at  Crowfi  Point. — If'ar 
feaji. — Speech  and  proclamation.  —  Croxvn 
Point  and  Ticonderoga  taken. — Purfuit  of 
the  enemy.  —  Delays  and  difficulties  of  Bur- 
goyne's  army. "^Proclamation  by  Burgoyne 
and  Schuyler.  —  Siege  of  Stanuix^^  raifed. 
—  Ejvpedition  to  Bennington.  —  Defeat  of 
colonel  Baum  —  and-  Breymann.  —  Gates 
commands  the  Americans.  —  Burgoyne  ad- 
vances to  Saratoga.  —  Battle  of  Stillwater. 

—  The 
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*^Thc  AmericaM  defiroy  the  tranfportSi  —  *  '  ^ 
Increaftng  difficulties  of  Burgoyne,  -^  His 
lines  attacked-^  he  falls  back  to  Saratoga—^ 
u/id  furrende^s  by  convention.  —  Proceed- 
ings of  Sir  Henry  Clinton. '•^  Takes  forts 
Clinton  a?id  Montgomery. ^^The  Americans 
burn  their  fleet.  —  Buriiing  of  Efopus.  — 
Examination  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  con- 
duct with  refpect  to  a  co-operation  with  Bur- 
goyne. 

AMONG  all  the  difficulties   encountered    by   chap. 
^    Walliington,    none   feems   to  have   em-    ^^ 
barraffed  him  more  than  the  reftrifted  ftate  of     >;76. 
his  authority  :  congrefs,  vigilant  and  jealous,  j^^^c^^^ 
as  well  from  the  peculiarities  of  their  fituation,  granted  to 
as  from  the  habits  of  the  members,  were  averfe  j^*'^'"^' 
to  grant  fuch  powers,  as  would  enable  their 
general  to  aft  with  promptitude,  vigour,  and 
effeft.     Towards  the  clofe  of  the  year  1776,  *othDcc. 
when  the  affairs  of  the  ftates   were  verging 
towards  their  mod  dangerous  crifis,  he  urgently 
demanded  authority  to  aft  without  their  iiji- 
mediate  inftruftions,  as  the  only  means  of  avoid- 
ing ruinous  delays.     In  making  this  demandy 
he  found  it  neceffary  to  conciliate  efteem,  and 
foften  prejudice,  by  a  vindication  of  his  own 
perfonal  charafter,  and  explanation  of  his  con- 
duft  and  views.     "  I  can  with  trutli  declare/' 
he  obferved,  "  that  I  have  no  luft  after  power,; 
"  but  wilh,  with  as  much  fervency  as  any  mai> 
"  upon  this  wide  extended  continent,  for  air 
•*  opportunity   of   turning  tlie  fword   into  a 
"  plough-fhare.     But  my  feelings^  as  an  officer 
"  and  a  man,  have  been  fuch  as  to  force  me  to* 
"  iky,  that  no  perfon  ever  had  a  greater  choice 
"  of  difficulties  to  contend  with  than  I  have.'. 
*•  It.'may  be  thought,"  he  added,  *'that  I  go- 

''  out 
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out  of  the  lineofroy  iuty  to  advife  thus 
freely :  a  character  to  lofe ;  an  eftate  to  for- 
feit ;  the  ineftimable  hldlings  />f  liberty  at 
ftake  ;  and  a  lite  devoted  uinuft  be  my  ex- 
cufe!"*  Congreft,  at  length,  when. they 
had  removed  to  Baltimore,  invefted  him  witn 
powers  more  ample,  than  in  his  moil  fanguine 
moments  he  had  prefumed  to  wiih.*" 

As  foon*  as  fucccfs  gave  to  Waihington  the 
flightcft  hope  of  re-eftabliihing  the  almoft  ruin- 
ed caufe  or  independence,  he  remonftrated  with 
congrefs  on  the  inattention  by  which  they  had 
loft  a  confiderable  cement  to  their  own  force, 
and  aftbrded  an  opportunity  of  tendering  the 
firft  oath  of  allegiance  on  behalf  of  the  king. 
Many  confcientious  people  were  loft  to  the 
iritereft  of  congrefs  for  want  of  this  neceffaiy 
tie.  They  did  not  confider  the  aflbciatioa 
equally  obligatory  ;  but  would  have  fubmitted 
to  any  penalty  rather  than  take  the  oath  of 

■  Washington's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  349.  351. 

*  This  refolve  is  in  thefe  words  : 

**  That  general  Wafhington   flidl  be,  and  he  is  herebv  veiled 
**  with  full,  aunple,  amd  complete  powers,  to  raife  and  ccXkSt 
**  together,  in   the  moii  fpeedy  and  efre^lual  nsanner,  from  any  or 
**  all  of  thefe  united  f^ates,  iixteen  battalions  of  infantry,  in  ad- 
*c  dition  to  thofe  already  voted  by  congrefs ;  to  appoint  officot 
<'  for  the  faid   battalions  of  infantry  $  to  raife,  officer,  and  equip 
**  3,coo  light  horfe,   three  regiments  of  artillery,  and  a  corps  oif 
**  engineers,  and  to  eftablifh  their  pay ;  to  apply  to  any  of  the  ttates 
**  f«r  (uch  aid  of  tlie  militia  as  he  ihall judge  neceflary ;  to  form  fuch 
**  magazines  of  provifions,  and  in  fuch   places  as  he   fliall  think 
<<  proper;  to  dilplace  iUid  appoint  all  officers  under  the  rank  of 
*'  brigadier-general  i  to  fill  up  all  vacancies  in  every  other  depart- 
'^  mcnt  in  the  American  armies  i  to  take,  wherever  he  may  be, 
**  whatever  he  may  want  for  the  ufe  of  the  army,  if  the  inhabitnts 
**  will   not   fell  it,  allowing  a  reafonable  price  for  the  fame;  to 
**  arreft  and  confine  perfons  who  refufe  to  take  the  continental 
**  currency,  or  are  otherwife  difalfe^led  to  the  American  caaft; 
*'  and  return  to  the  Rates  of  which  they  are  citizens,  thdr  names, 
"  and  the  nature  of  their  offences,  together  with  the  witneflet  to 
"  prove  them  :  that  the  foregoing  powers  be  vefted  in  general  Waih- 
**  ington,  for  and  during  the  term  of  iix  months,  trom  the  date 
**  hereof,  ualefs  fooner  determined  by  congrefs.** 

allegiance 
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altegiance  to  the  king,  had  they  been  previoufly  c hap* 
bound  in  the  fame  manner  to  conscrefs.     He  JSS 
therefore  ftrongly    recommended  that  every     ti77- 
ftate  ihould  eftabliih  fome  oath  or  affirmation 
of  allegiance,  to  be  tendered  to  all  the  inha-» 
bitants  ;  and  that  thofe  who  refufed  it,  ihoald 
be  outlawed.'' 

In  conformity  to  thefe  principles,  he  iffueda  Hitpio- 
proclamation,  commanding  and  requiring  fhixfe  «^^****^- 
who,  intimidated  by  threats,  or  tJeluded   by> 
promifes,  had  figned  a  declaration  of  fidel?ty,  ^* : 

taken  oaths  of  fealty,  and  engaged  not  to  bear 
arms  againfl  the  king,  to  deliver  up 'their  ccr-  •' 

tiiicates  at  head  quarters,  or  at  the  quarters  of 
the  neareft  general,  and  take  an  oath  of  allegi-^ 
ance  to  the  United  States  of  America.  ^  Lieeace 
was,  however,  given  to  fuch  as  preferred  the 
intereft  and  proteftion  of  Great  Britain,  ta 
withdraw  with  their  families  within  the  Britilh 
lines.*  The  eifefts  of  this  proclamation  were 
inftantaneous  and  extenfive:  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Jerfeys  renounced  the  royal  caufe ; 
feveral,  in  revenge,  joined  Waihington,  whilft 
others  rendered  equal  fervice  by  fupplying  pro- 
vifions  and  fuel,  and  conveying  intelligence. 

Notwithstanding-  all  thefe  advantages,  Stateofto 
the  American  levies  proceeded  withdifcourag-  *™3r* 
ing  tardinefs  ;  but  Wafliington  achieved  as. 
much  as  art  and  aftivity  could  effed,  for  the 
lecurity  and  accommodation  of  a  fmall  force.. 
He  did  not  defert  his  tried  maxim,  of  prefer- 
ring the  fpade  and  pick-axe  to  military  weapons ; 

V 

c  Wafliington^s  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  35. 

'  An  oath  had  alreadjr  been  prc^ribed  sift  OAober  1776,  for  all 
perfoDs  holding  cominimons  or  offices  under  congre/s,  by  which  tliey 
Enounced  allegiance  to  the  king,  and  fwore  ItaUy  to  the  Daited 
States.    See  Annual  Kegifter^  I777.  p«297« 

•Ibid. 

VOL.  II.  K  K  »and, 
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CUA  F^  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  w]|it;i?r/ extended  fA^ 
^^^^^\  pofition  from  Morriftown  to  Woodbridge,  dif- 
,7;^.  tant  only  thi^ee  miles  from  the  Britifli  quar* 
ters  at  Amboy,  adding  to  the  ftrength  and  com^ 
forts  of  his  fituation  by  eredlng  forts,  mills, 
and  m^azines,  and  harafling  and  infulting 
the  Britiih  by  ikirmiihing  with  their  out-pods^ 
and  cutting  off  their  fupplies ;  all  which  was 
sffiofied  by  a  feeble  and  fickly  army,  not  ex- 
ceeding fonr  thoufand. ' 
Cni  of  The  negligence  of  Sir  William  HoVe, »  who, 
▼iMta^^*  while  he  commanded  fo  fine  and  numerous  an 
n^cd.  army,  quieth|  fubmitted  to  thefe  indignities, 
has  fabjefteonim  to  animadverfions  and  inipu* 
tations  which  he  vainly  endeavoured  to  repel 
But  if  his  ina6lion  was  difgraceful,  the  period 
was  not  wholly  unprofitable ;  as  during  that 
time  Mr.  Tryon,  governor  of  New  York,  was 
afluluouily  and  advantageoufly  employed  in 
raifing  corps  of  loyal  provincials,  among  whom 
he  received  the  rank  of  major-general,  Thefe 
troops  were  not,  it  is  true,  experienced  or  well 
difciplined;  but  they  were,  even  in  thefe  re- 
fyefis,  on  a  level  with  thofe  raifed  for  Walh- 
ington,  and  the  levies  had  the  additional  eflfe^l 
of  creating  alarm,  and  obliging  congrefs  to 
have  recourfe  to  fevere  meanires.  The  dread 
felt  by  that  body,  and  the  orders  they  iflued 
jiefpeAing  the  royalifts  in  Somerfet,  Worcefter, 
Maryland,  New  England,  and  New  York,  form, 
in  fa6l,  a  fevere  cenfure  on  the  conduft  of 
Howe ;  for  had  he  effefted  any  capital  ftroke, 
or  even  continually  haraffed  and  alarmed  the 

f  Wa(hmgton*8  Letters,  voK  ii.  p.  31.  dtted  ftoth  Feb.  1777- 

t  The  knighthood  of  the  Bath  was  coDferred  on  this  general  the 
13th  of  Oftobcr  1776  :  two  other  ribbands  of  the  fame  order  wot 
meritorioufly  bellowed  on  ^general  (Sftr  Guv)  Garlcton,  6tb  July  «77^» 
and  general  (Sir  Henry)  Clinton,  aotfa  April  1777* 

7  enemy 
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enemy  by  repeated  aflaults,  while  they  were  ^^^^ 
deficient  in  ammunition  and  recruits,  the  danger 


and  inconvenience  of  the  fervice  would,  in  all     '^77« 
probability,  have  prevented  the   acceffion  of 
numbers,  and  caufed  a  general  defe6lion  of  the ^ 
American  army ;  while  the  people  in  the  pro- 
vinces, would  have  exerted  themlelvesin  giving 
preponderance  to  th^Britifh  caufe,  as  the  means 
of  reftoring  tranquillity,  which  they,  above  all 
things,  deiired.    Early  inthefpring,  the  hopes  TheAme. 
of  the  Americans  were  re-animated  by  the  re-  p^^^^tll" 
Ceiptofmore  than  twenty  thoufaud  ftand  of  arms  from 
arms,  and  a  thoufand* barrels  iX  gunpowder,  Pran«* 
from  France. 

The  manor  of  Courland,  the  mod  moun-  ajdMar. 
tainous  and  inacceflible  part  of  the  tra'61  oc-  ^^'^'^i'l^ 
cupied  by  Waihington,  was  converted  into  a  kind  EngiiA. 
of  citadel,  where  Targe  quantities  of  provifions, 
forage,  and  (lores  were  depofited;    and  about  ToPeek'« 
fifty  miles  from  New  York,  up  the  North  river,  ^^^' 
Peek's  Kill  ferved  as  a  port  to  Courland  manor, 
by  which  ftores  and  provifions  were  received 
and  conveyed  to  the  army,  or  to  the  interior. 
A  detachment  of  five  hundred   men,    under 
colonel    Bird,    embarked   in    two   tranfports 
at  New  York,  to  take  poffeflion  of  this  place. 
On  their  approach  the  Americans,  upwards  of 
feven  hundred,   retreated    with  precipitation, 
burning  the  barracks  and  ftore-houfes.    Tliis 
lofs  was  incurred  through    a  negligence  of 
Wafhington's   injunftion,   not  to  accumulate 
ftores  in  pofitions  near  to,  or  eafily  acceflible 
from  the  water. 

Another  expetlition  from  New  York,  coti-  ^st^Apii 
fifting  of  two  thoufand  men,  under  the  com-  ^^^^^^y- 
mand  of  general  Tryon,    affifted  by  general 
Agnew  and  Sir  William  Erfkine,  was  difpatched 
to  feize  or  deftroy  ftores  coUeded  at  Danbury. 

K  K  tf  They 
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CHAP.  They  landed  two  hours  befpse  midnight,  and 
XXXI.    reached  their  place  of  deftination  at  day-break. 
"^77.     The  enemy,  taken  unawares,  An<l  unprepared  for 
%6th.  Apr.  refifi^ance,  evacuated  the  town  without  oppofi- 
tion,  and  the  Britilli  fet  fire  to  the  ftores ;  the 
conflagration  of  which  was  not  completed  till 
a7th.        the  enfuing  morning.  **     During  this  interval, 
the  Americans  had  collefted  a  force  fron-j  various 
quarters,  and,  under  the  command  of  general 
Arnold,  intrenched  themfelves  at  the  town  of 
llidgefield,  to  oppofe  the  Britifli  force  in  their 
retreat.   Though  this  rcfiftance  was  unexpe6ted, 
the  entrenchments  were  carried   with    great 
fpirit ;  Arnold's  horfe  ^svas  Ihot  under  him,  and, 
while    extricating  himfelf,   he    was  attacked 
with  fixed  bayonet  by  a  foldier,  whom  he  dif- 
patcl>ed   with  a  piftol.      The  Englifii   troops 
formed  in  an  oblong  fquare,  and  refted  on  tlieir 
arms, 
isth.  TiiF.  enemy,  confiderably  reinforced  during 

the  night,  aflailed  them  in  the  morning  in 
everv  direftion,  from  honfes  and  walls,  and  took 
poflbflion  of  a  ftone  bridge,  and  the  ground 
commanding  a  pafs  beyond  it,  where,  with  the 
advantage  of  fome  field  artillery,  they  prefented 
a  formidable  front.  The  Englifli  were,  how- 
ever, enabled  to  avoid  this  pals,  by  fording  the 
river  three  miles  further  up,  but  fkirmillies  were 
continued  till  they  arrived  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  fliipping.  The  detachment  was  now  al- 
moft  exhaufted  with  fatigue ;  three  days  and 
nights  had  paffed  without  repofe,  and  I'everal, 
unable  to  profecute  their  march,  had  dropped 

^  The  effe^ls  dellro^d  were  x6oo  barrels  of  pork  and  beef,  6od 
'  barrels  of  flour»  upwards  of  2000  barrels  of  wheat,  rye,  and  Indian 
com>  a  very  confiderable  quantity  of  military  cioathtr.g,  and  2000 
tents  5  a  lofs  which,  from  their  fcarcity,  was  fevcrely  fcJt  by  the 
Americans.  In  their  return,  the  troops  defiroyed  about  70  barrels  of 
flour>  and  x  ix  hogiheads  of  rum. 

vn 
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on  the  road,  Avhen  the  Americans  were  feen  in   chap. 
two  diftinft  bodies,  pofted  to  oppofe  their  re-    ,^^^ 
embarkation.    General  Erfkine,  at  the  head  of     »777. 
four  hundred  men,  felefled  from  this  enfeebled 
troop,  attacked  and  put  to  flight,   with  confi- 
derable  flaughter,  the  oppofing  columns,  whole 
panic  prevented  their  rallying,  and  ufing  their 
means    of  annoyance  during  the   remaining 
nxarch  and  embarkation. 

This  expedition  refembles,  in  many  parti- 
culars, the  affair  of  Lexington :  the  fuccefs  with 
which  it  was  attended,  did  not  compcnfate  for 
two  hundred  men  and  ten  oflicers,  killed  and 
M'oundcd.  The  lofs  of  the  enemv  was  much 
more  confiderablc  ;  and  general  Woofler,  a 
veteran,  who,  at  the  age  of  feventy,  exerted 
himfelf  with  a  degree  of  fpirit  and  alacrity 
more  confiftent  with  the  meridian  of  youth]^ 
was  numbered  amons;  the  flain. 

Several  other  (light  enterprizes  took  place,  Amiotb«r 
i^ttended  with  different  degrees  of  fuccefs,  hut  ^^*^**' 
of  fo  little  importance,  in  a  general  view,  that  it  ^^^^  ^^ 
is  only  neceffavy  to  mention  the  names  without  i^th  April 
entering  into  particulars,  refpefting  liondwick^^  JJ^**^ 
Woodbridije,  and  Pifcataway.  '^^' 

The  Americans  were  in  fome  meafur^  re-  24th May. 
venged  for  their  loffes  at  Peck^s  Kill  and  Dan-^  Amcricaji 
bury,  by  the  profperous  iffue  of  an  expedition  to  Sagg't 
to  Sagg's  harbour  in  Long  Ifland,  conduftecl  harbour, 
by  colonel  Meigs,  at  the  head  of  a  hundred 
and  feventy  men,  who,  notwithftanding  a  con- 
fiderablc refillance,  burned  twelve  bngs    and 
floops,  deftroyed  a  large  quantity  of  forage  and 
other  neceffaries,  killed  fix  men,  and  with  ninety 
prifoners  returned   without  lofs.      The   cele- 
rity of  this  expedition  Avas  remarkable ;  for, 
beiides  the  labour  accompliflied,  the  party  t,ra- 

K  K  3  verfed 
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CHAP,  verfed  a  fpacc  of  ninety  miles  by  land  and  water, 
i>2Sj    and  returned  within  twenty-five  hours. 
Difficult         Although   congrefe  had,   in    compliance 
of  recrui  with  the  fuggcftion  of  Wafliington,  voted  a 
mg  their    permanent  army,  they  did  not  find  the  expefted 
^^        facility  in  raifing  troops.     Thofe  employed  ia 
recruiting,  through  vanity  or  ignorance,  made 
falfe  reports  of  their  fuccefe ;  the  new  levies 
could  not,  by  the  moft  urgent  remonflrances, 
be  prevailed  on  to  quit,  in  the  inclement  feafon. 
of  winter,  their  domeftic  comforts,  for  the  fake 
of   performing  an  uncertain  fervice    iu   the 
camp.     The   luxuries  enjoyed  in  the  Britiih 
lines,  joined  to   the  temptations  of  ^  large 
bounty   offered  by   the   general,    occafioned 
many  defertions,  and  infpired  fears  of  more. 
Walhington,  though  animated  with  hopes  of 
ultimate  fuccefs,  thought  it  neceflary  to  caution 
the  congrefs,  a  body  to  whom  fuch  an  injunc- 
tion would  appear  intirely  fuperfluous,  to  con- 
^  ceal  the  n  umbers  of  their  anny  from  the  public : 
Nothing  but  a  good  face,"  he  faid,   *'  and 
falfe  appearances,  have  enabled  us  hither- 
**  to    to  Deceive  the   enemy    refpeding  our 
**  ftrength."* 

Ti^K  American  general  founded  his  flatter- 
ing exptftations  on  the  increafing  attach- 
ment of  the  troops ;  their  progrefs  in  military 
difcipline ;  the  favour  refulting  to  the  caufe 
from  a  protracted  ftruggle,  in  which  not  to  be 
defeated  was  to  conquer ;  the  hopes  of  effedual 
aififiance  from  France  ;  and  the  certainty  that 
congrefs,  confidering  the  army  their  iole  re- 
fource,  would  no  longer  be  reftrained  by  a 
mean  and  rigid  policy,  from  affording  encou- 

*  This  letter  is  datefl  lift  May  1777.  See  Wailmig1on'*s  Let- 
ters, vol.  ii.  p.  77.  And  for  the  other  iaAs  in  the  above  paragraph, 
the  fame  rol.  p.  46.  55.  67.  (7* 

ragemenl^ 
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ragemeni;  and  imparting  all  requifite  powers.  CHAr. 
Congrefs  had  now  learned  to  excite  eniula-  J^i^ 
tion,  and  recompenfe  lervicfe  by  rewards  and     «77;- 
honorary   notices.      Funeral    obfequies,    and 

Softhumous  memorials,  were  decreed  tq  Warren, 
lercer,  and  Woofter :  the  exertions  of  Arnold 
at  Danbury  procured  him  fome  promotion,  and 
the  public  donation  of  a  caparifoned  charger ; 
and  the  exploit  of  Meigs  was  acknowledged 
by  the  gift  of  an  elegant  fvvord. 

The  advance  of  fpring  enabled  congrefs  to  9th  June.' 
augment  Waihington's  army  to  feven  thoufand  ^/^y^JISI"^ 
two  hundred  and  feventy-two  men ;  a  fmall  ington, 
number  compared  to  the  Bntiih  force,  but  fuf- 
ficiently  cheering  to  the  enterprizing  fnpporter 
of  American  independence,  wno,  with  lefs  than 
half  that  number,  had  baffled  and  checked  tlVc 
very  army  which  now  oppofed  him,  and  raifcd 
the  fortunes  of  his  country  from  their  lowcit 
ebb.  He  removed  from  his  encampment  at 
Morriftown  lo  Middlebrook,  extending  his 
camp  along  feveral  hills,  which  he  ftrongly 
fortified  M'ith  entrenchments  and  artillery.  Ue 
had  the  additional  advantages  of  perceiving, 
from  his  pofition,  every  movement  of  the  Bri- 
tifli  on  the  Brupfwick  Hills,  of  drawing  fup- 
plies  from  a  plentiful  coimtry  in  his  rear,  and 
of  eftbding,  if  neceffary,  a  fecure  retreat  over 
the  Hudfon  or  Delaware  rivers. 

Sir  William  How*|:,    who  had  hitherto  tsthjunf. 
neglected   the  obvious  policy  of  attempting  {^^g^ti^ 
fome  enterprize  againft  the  foe,  under  pretence  army,"  * 
*  •  that  the  green  forage  was  not  pn  the  ground,"^ 
at  length  led  forth  his  troops  as  far  as  Somerfet 
court  houfe,  but  without  a  decide^  plan  of 
operation.    He  might,   if  Wafhingtos^^s  pofi- 

k  Galloway^i  Lcttort  t»  a  Nobltnuit  f»  1^ 
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CHAP,  tion  was  deemed  unaflkilable,  have  feized  one 

^^^^^j^  of  the  communications  frpm  which  the  Amc- 

1777- ,    rican  drew  his  fupplies,  and  afterwards  rifked 

a  further  attempt,  or  retired ;  but  he  made  no 

effectual  exertion,  his  troops  carried  with  them 

visuals  for  Only  a  few  days,  and  fpeedily  re- 

19th  June,  turned  to  BrunlVickj^  burning  fevtral  dwelling- 

houfes  in  their  retreat,  and    continually  ha- 

rafled  and   infulted    by   the  American  ■  light 

troops. 

jUmt  Deeming  it  impoflible  to  force  Wafliing- 

«fiake«  t     ton's  firong  pofition,  and  failinsc  in  every  at- 

feigned  re*  .  .   .  ^  %      i.-      ^  -^    x     u  j 

trcau         tempt  to  provoke  hun  to  quit  it,  Howe  endea- 
voured to  lure  him  by  a  ftratagem  equally  well 
conceived  and  executed,  though  unfuccefsful 
a»d.         in  its  refult.     He  firft  relinquilhed  Brunfwick, 
and  returned  to  Amboy,  a  manoeuvre  which  de- 
ceived the  Americans,  and  induced  them  to 
difpatch  large  l)odies,  under  the  command  of 
generals  Maxwell  and  Conway,  and  lord  Ster- 
ling, to  purfue  him  in  his   fuppofed   retreat. 
The  Englifli  general  furthered  the  deception,by 
thro\ying  a  Uidge  acrofs  the  channel  to  Staten 
Illand,  over  which  he  pafl'ed  his  heavy  cannon, 
Afti<m       and  a  fmall  number  of  men.    The  purfuit  was 
U^^^  followed  with  great  eagernefs ;  ana  Wailiing- 
ton,  deluded  by  appearances,  removed  to  Quio- 
ble  Tx)wn,.to  co-operate  with  his  other  detach- 
ments. The  Britifli  commander,  confidering this 
the  moment  of  fuccefs,  marched  back  his  army 
by  different  routes,  hoping  to  bring  Walhington 
to  an  engagement,  to  cut  off  his  advanced 
parties,  or,  at  leaft,  to  fecure  fome  paffes  in  the 
mountains.  ,  J'or  the  laft  purpofe,  lord  Corn- 
wallis  wasdjfpatched  with  a  confiderable  body: 
»5th.        ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^iUva  dctpichaient  of  three  thoufaud 
men,  under  Maxwell  and  lord  Sterling,  ftrongly 
fituated^.«j|d  well  prO'Vided  with  artillery,  put 

them 
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them  to  the  rout,  and  pnrfued  them  to  Weft-  chap. 
field  ;  but  Washington  fruftrated  his  fcheme,    J^j^' 
by  regaining  his  ftation  on  the  hills,  and  fe-      »777. 
curing  the  paflTes. 

O.v  this  difappointment,  Sir  William  Howe  »«AJirae. 
returned  to  Amboy,    and  eroding  over'  wnth  ^"^2" 
his  whole  force  to  Staten  Ifland,  evacuated  jer&ju 
the  Jerfeys. 

During  the  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities,  which  *9A- 
enfued  from   this  event,    a  gallant   and  well-  g^£|^ 
concerted  enterprize  procured  the  Americans  Pi^fca«u 
the  means  of  exchunmnn;,  for  2:eneral  Lee,  an 
officer  .of  equal   rank.     The  head  (|uarters  of 
general  Prefcott,  governor  of  Khode  Ifland, 
were  on   the  Wed,    near  Narraganfet  Bay,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  fea,  where  he  lay 
in   culpable  negligence,   a  mile  diftant  from 
any  body   of  troops,    without  patroles  on  the 
ihore,  and  depending  only  on  a  guard-fl}ip  in 
the  bayfor  fecurity.     Lieutenant-coloilel  Bar-  xothjoiy. 
ton,  apprized  of  \hefe  cireumftances,  fet  out 
from  Providence,  with  fome  officers  and  men, 
in  two  boats,  proceeded   acrofs  the  bay  unper- 
ceived,  landed  about  midnight,  furprized  the 
centinel,  feized  the  general  in  bed,  and,  with- 
out giving  him  time  to  put  on  his  clothes, 
hurried  him  and  his  aid-de-camp  on  board, 
and  efFe61ed  his  retreat  uumolefted,  and,  till 
out  of  reach,  unci ifco vered. 

All  the  operations  of  general  Howe  had  not  '^  ®'^'' 
hitherto  tended  to  remove  or  qualify  the  difad-  mh^I 
vantageous  impreflions  occafioned  by  his  tardy  ^wtheDc- 
commencementof  the  campaign;  nor  did  his    ^"'^^ 
next  exertion  appear  calculated  to  retrieve  the 
difgrace  fuftained  by  the  Britiih  arms  in  the  eva- 
cuation of  a  province,  once  intirely  fubje6tedto 
their  force.  This  retreatexiiibiterlthejjrepofter- 
ousfightof  an  unwieldy  maiS;  moving  with  heavy 

fglenixiitv,  ' 
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CHAP,  folemnity,  and  fubmitting  to  injuries  and  rn* 
^^    dignities  from  a  fmaller  force,  rather  than  ufc 
J777-      the  exertions  requifite  to  annihilate  that  force, 
or  connteract  the  effefts  of  ils  promptitude  asd 
5*J"Jy*    adivity.     Contniry  to  the  judgment  of  ahnoft 
the  Avhole  army,  the  Britiih  Jroops,  confiding 
of  thirty-fix  battalions,  and  a  regiment  of  light- 
horfe,  weve^  in  the  hotteft  period  of  the  yeaTj 
embarked  in  tranfports,  and  remained  thus  pent 
up  five  and  twenty  days  before  they  reached  the 
3(Kk*         Capes  of  Delaware.     The  fcheme  of  operation, 
which  reafon  ftrongly  pointed  out,  and  vhich 
Waihington  himfelf  moft  apprehended,  was  a 
junction  with  general  Burgoyne  in  the  North  ;* 
this    was    not  however    intended :    feventi^en 
battalions,   the  new  provincial  corps,   and  a 
regiment  of  light-horfe,  under  the  command  of 
general  Clinton,  were  left  at  New  York,  and 
feveral  battalions  Rationed  at  Rhode  Ifland. 
Howe  originally  intended  to  proceed  up  the 
Delaware ;    but,   reeeiving    information   that 
the  navigation  was  impeded  by  the  precautions 
of  the  enemy,  he  failed  to  Chefapeak  Bay.  Tlie 
periodical  prevalence  of  foutherly  wands  ren- 
dered this  tranfit  no  lefs  diflficnlt  than  fabjedk 
«f4tiiAug.  to  delays;  nor  did  the  fleet,  till  after  a  tedious 
Ae"head*of  P^^^g^*    enter  the   Chefapeak,    and  gain   the 
Eik.         head  of  Elk,  where  the  troops  were  difembark* 

»8ih.        ^^'  ^^^^  hend  quarters  fixed  at  a  village  in  the 

neighbourhood, 
io^^i.  On  landing,  general  Howe  publifhed  a  dc- 

da^*'i**^^'  claration,  defigned  to  remove  the  ill  impref- 
fums  made  by  reports  of  the  conduft  ot  his 
troopa.in  the  Jerieys,  promifin^  proteftion  to 
ail  who  fhould  return  to  their  homes  ;  theob* 
fervance  of  rigid  difcipline  ;   and  tlie  fevcreft 

*  See  WaAiiiigton*8  Letters,  vokii*  p*  1x5.  etpafCm. 

puniihments 
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puniihments  on  thofe  vho  plundered  or  molefl    c  h  ap. 
nis  majefty's  well  difpofed  fubjefts.  xxxu 

As  the  intention  of  the  Britifh  general  to     1777^^ 
turn  his  arms  againft  Philadelphia  was  no  longer 
doubtful,  Waihington,  whofe  force  was  aug- 
mented to  fourteen  thoufand,  ufed  every  effort, 
and  refolved  even  to  hazard  an  engagement  in 
proteflion  of  the  centre  of  the  American  em- 
pire. From  the  head  of  Elk,  Howe  proceeded  3<iSept. 
to  Iron-hill,  difperfing  the  advanced  guard?  of 
the  enemy,  and  being  joined  by  Grant  and 
'Knyphauien,  the  united  force  moved  forward  jih. 
in  tM'o  columns. 

The  Americans  retired  before  the  Britidi  "^^ 
force,  till  they  gained  a  ftrong  pbfition  under  brandy- 
the  cover  of  woods,  with  intervals  of  oj3cn  wine. 
ground  on  the  oppoiite  fide  of  the  Brandy  wine, 
a  creek  which  runs  into  the  Delaware  at  Wil- 
mington, and  which  the  Britifli  army  muftpafs 
in  their  route  to  Philadelphia,  At  Chad's 
Ford,  where  the  paflage  was  likely  to  be  at- 
tempted, batteries  were  erefted  and  intrench- 
ments  formed.  To  this  place  general  Knyp- 
baufen  advanced  with  the  fecond  divifion, 
forced  a  detached  body  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
crofled  the  river,  to  repafs  it  under  cover  of 
their  batteries,  and  commenced  a  brifk  catmon- 
ade.  This  manoeuvre  was  only  a  feint,  to  with- 
draw the  attention  of  the  Americans  from  a 
more  important  and  eflfedive  operation :  lord 
Comwallis,  with  one  column  of  the  annv,  bva 
circuitous  route,  croifed  the  forks  of  the  Brandy- 
vine,  and  took  the  road  to  Dclworth,  leading 
on  the  right  of  the  enemy.  As  foon  as  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  his  lordfliip's  attempt  became  obvious, 
from  the  cannonade  in  that  quarter,  and  the 
evident  confufion    in  the  provincial    troops, 

Knyphaufen, 
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•  # 

CHAP.    Knypliaufen,  with  his  divifion,  gallantly  pafled 
x^^     the  ford,  and  carried  the  batteries. 
i777«  General  Sullivan,   >vith  ten    thoufand 

men,  was  difpatched  by  Wafliington  to  oppofe 
lord  Cornwallis :  he  took  pofleffion  of  the 
heights  above  Birmingham  church ;  his  left 
reaching  towards  the  Brandy  wine ;  his  artillery 
judicioufly  polled,  and  his  flanks  covered  by 
woods.  At  four  o'clock  the  Britifh  army  be- 
gan the  attack,  and  with  refiftlefs  impetuofity 
drove  the  enemy  to  their  forefts  for  refuge  : 
here  they  were  reinforced,  and  afliimed  a  new 
poft,  but^vere  again,  after  4  defperate  refiftance, 
compelled  to  yield  to  the  eiforts  of  Britiih  va- 
lour. The  rout  was  complete ;  the  American 
army  fled  with  precipitation,  and  in  various  di- 
re6iions,  while  the  commander  in  chief,  at  the 
head  of  the  corps  he  was  enabled  to  keep  together, 
cfcaped  with  his  cannon  and  baggage  to  Chefter, 
and  pafling  by  Derby  to  Philadelphia,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recruiting  his  magazines  and  ftores, 
crofl'rd  the  Schuylkill,  and  proceeded  to  the 
Lancafter  road.  The  lofs  of  the  provincials 
amounted  to  three  hundred  killed,  fix  hundred 
wounded,  and  near  four  hundred  prifoners; 
that  of  the  Britifli  was  a  hundred  flain,  and  four 
liundred  wounded.  In  the  evening,  a  part}'  of 
Britifli  fent  to  Wilmington,  took  Maekenlie, 
governor  of  the  Delaware  ftate,  out  of  his  bed, 
and  feized  a  fliallop  lying  in  the  creek,  loaded 
with  the  rich  cfFcfis  of  the  inhabitants,  together 
with  the  public  records  of  the  county ;  a  large 
<]uantity  of  pnblic  and  private  money  ;  and  all 
the  papers  and  ceitilicatcs  belonging  to  the  loan 
and  treafury  offices. 

Til  i:  complete  fuccefs  of  this  day,  was  owing 
principally  to  the  judicious  manoeuvres  of  Sir 
William  Howe,  who  kept  the  enemy  in  a  ftate 

of 
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of  fuch  uncertainty,  with  refpeft  to  liis  ultimate   c  w  A P, 
intentions,  that  no'^confiftent  plan  of  oppofition    J^?^' 
could  be  formed,*  Lord Coinwallis alio  execut-     ^777- 
ed  his  orders  with  proniptitude  and  happy  cUc&y 
fo  that  no  adequate  difpofition  could  be  made 
Ibr  refifting  his  progrcfs,  and  the  troops  he  firlt 
encountered  were  defeated  before  they  could  be 
reinforced.     In  this  battle  the  foreign  vohui* 
teers  were  confpicuoufly  engaged;  la  Fayette 
made  his  firft  military  exertion  in  the  American   . 
caufe,  and  was  wounded  in  the  leg. "" 

The  works  for  defence  of  Pliiladclphia  were  Efforts  of 
carried  on  with  unremitting  diligence,  and,  as  the  A.ncn. 
a  further  protcttion,  Waihington  directed  mca-  ]^l  p^j!' 
dows  on   Providence  Ifland  to  be  overflowed.  *  lanciphia. 
Howe  advanced  with  caution,  endeavouring,  by 
frequent  maoceuvres,  to  diftrafil  the  attention  of 
the  enemy,  who  confiantly  hovered  before  him, 
as  if  refolved  to  rilk  another  engagement  to 
fave  the  city.     Near   Warren  Tavern,  on  the  1 8th  Sept. 
Lancafter  road,  both  parties  drew  up  in  order 
of  battle;  but  a  violent  Itorrnofrain,  which 
lafted  a  whole  day  and  night,  prevented  the  en- 
counter, and  the  Americans,  finding  their  am- 
munition fpoilt  by  the  weather,  withdrew  to 
a  place  of  fafety.     Sir  William  Howe,  thus  dif- 

^  See  WaflitngtoD^s  Letters,  voi.  u.  p.  167. 

*  Idem,  p.  168.  Sir  WUliaiB  Howe  has  been  reproaclied,  per* 
liaps  foinewhat  captioutiy,  with  having  neg]e6i«d  to  make  ti)e  utmott 
poHTible  advantage  of  the  rd'ulis  vff  this  day.  Wafhington  himitif 
does  not  ^appear  to  have  been  of  thk  opinion,  and  thote  writers  wlio 
cenfure  the  i^ritilh  general  with  die  greateft  aipcrity*  allow,  time  al- 
though his  troops  were  in  general  in  good  health  nnd  lpir:is,  the 
borfes  were  in  a  mplt  miierablc  condition  :  \ihx  even  the  men,  iu  iui:g 
confined  in  tranfportsin  a  hot  feaf(^n,coviM  uoi  imme  ii  ;te!yunu^rta<i; 
iucb  great  exertions,  as  a  rapid  puifuit  of  ihc  (iircoiniitcd  en<!:i.y 
would  have  rrcjuired.  See  Galloway's  Letters  .r.  .t  Nobieni:ui,cn  ti.e 
conduct  of  the  war,  p.  74.;  copieti  by  S4i.'drnari,  vol.  i.  p.  293.  See 
W^iugton*s  LeittrSf  ou  the  days  cni'uing  rlie  CDgH^eincae. 

#  Waihington^s  Letters,  voL  ii.  p.  168. 

api^ointcd. 
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CRAP,  appointed,   inarched  towards  the  Swedes  ford ; 

^^J2w  *"^  Americans  asain  made  a  delufive  ihew  of 
t777*  oppofition,  whicn  he  difregarding,  moved  to- 
wards Reading.  Waihington,  alarmed  for  the 
fiores,  tbok  a  new  pofition,  and  left  the  Britiih 

J  general  in  undifturbed  poifeilion  of  the  roads 
eading  to  Philadelphia* 
MthSept.       When  Howe  was  preparing  to  proceed  for 
•J2jy  ^  this  city,  he  received  information  tnat  a  party 
Wi^,     of  fifteen  hundred  men,  under  general  Wayne, 
was  concealed  in  the  woods,  for  the  purpofe  of 
harafling  his  rear ;  and  difpatched  Major-gene- 
ral G  rcy  to  furprize  them,  which  he  enefited  in 
a  nioft  officer-like  manner.    To  prevent  un- 
timely alarm,  and  confine  his  men  to  tlie  ufe  of 
the  bayonet,  the  flints  were  taken  from  their 
pieces :  the  out-pofts  were  carried  without  noifc^ 
three  hundred  >vere  killed,  and  a  hundred  cap- 
tured ;  the  remainder  efcapiug  with  the  lofe  ci 
all  their  baggage. 
Cai»tiii«  bf      Th  e  receipt  of  information  by  general  Howe» 
fhitocki.    at  a  time  when  Walliin^ton  could  not  obtain 
^^"^         the  leaft  intelligence  of  the  movements  of  the 
Englilh,  proves  decifively  the  unpopularity  of 
the  American  caufe  even  in  the  immediate  feat 
«3d  Sept.  of  their  government.     General  Howe,  pafiiQg 
•**•        the  Sdiuylkill  with  his  wliole  army,  proceeded 
*7th.         to  German  Town,  and,  on  the  eniiiing  day, 
lord  Cornwallis  took  undifputed  poffeflTion  of 
Philadelphia.  Congrefs,  who  had  refumed  their 
fittings  in  the  city,  were  again  obliged  to  fly, 
firft  to  Lancafter,   and    afterwards    to   York 
Town. 

Tii  E  non-refiftance  of  the  Americans  on  this 
occafion,  muft  be  imputed  to  their  total  want 
of  information  with  refped;  to  the  movements 
of  general  Howe ;  to  the  fagacity  of  his  ma- 
noeuvres^ 
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noeuvres,  which  enabled  him  to  gain  fo  much   chap. 
ground  in  advance  of  the  enemy,  that  it  was    ^f^Ji^ 
in  vain  for  Waftiington  to  attempt  overtaking      1777* 
his  rear  ;  to  the  judicious  employment  of  his 
time  fince  the  battle  of  Brandy  wine,  which 
kept  the  Americans  harafled  with    perpetual 
marching ;  and  to  the  inability  of  that  army  to 
attempt  any  energetic  enterprize  from  their 
miferable  condition,  which  extended  even  to  a 
want  of  ihoes,  upwards  of  a  thoufand  having 
performed  feveral  day's    duty   intirely   bare- 
foot. ' 

Although  the  capture  of  Philadelphia  was 
objected  to  as  ameafurcmore  fuited  to  the  clofe, 
than  the  commencement  of  a  campaign,  asthdf 
defence  of  it  would  require  an  army ;  **  yet  thfe 
poffeffion  of  that  city  and  of  German  Town  was 
of  great  importance,  as  it  facilitated  acommu- 
nication  between  the   northern  and  fouthern 

Erovinces,  and  if  the  Delaware  were  opened, 
ctween  the  array  and  navy. 
By  the  advice   of  Franklin,  the  Americans  f*'*"ff^ 
had  ufcd  extraordinaiy  means  to  render  the  DciauvtKu 
Delaware  unnavigable,   and  the  pofleflion  of 
Philadelphia  of  no  advantage.     Thirteen  gal- 
liei,  two  floating  batteries,  two  zcbeques,  one 
brig,  one  iljip,  beiides  a  number  of  armed  boats, 
fiie-iliips,  and  rafts,  vvere  conUruCted  or  employ- 
ed for  this  uurpofc.     The  Americans  had  alfo 
built  a  fort,  called  Miftlin,  and   raifed   a  con- 
fiderable  battery  on  Mud  lUand,  which  is  ad- 
mirably lituated  for  tlie  erection  of  works  to 
annoy  (hipping  in  arcending  the  Delaware.    It 
U«sneartlie  middle  ofthcriver,  aboutfcven  nult3 

f  Sec  Waftiington's  Letters,  vol.  ii.  p.  173. 

^  Thw  faa  jiiltificd  Franklin's  oblcrvation,  that  Sir  William  Howe 
>ihU  not  taken  Philadelphia  $  but  Philadelphia  had  taken  Sir  Wii- 
lia.nHowe.     Kamlay,  vol.  ii.p.  24.. 

beioHT 
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CHAP,  below  Philadelphia:  lio  veflel  of  burthen  can 
xxxr.    come  up  but  by  the  main  iJiip  channel,  which 
1777.     P^^fl'^s  clofe  to  Mud  Ulaud,  and  is  veiy  narrow 
for  more  tlian  a  mile  below.     Oppofite  fort 
Mifflin  is  a  height  called  Red  Bank,  overlook- 
ing the  river  and  the  ncighhouring  country, 
on  which  a    refpettable  battery   was  erected. 
Between  thefe  two  fortrefles,  which  are  half  a 
mile  afunder,  the  American    naval  armament 
made  theit  harbour  of  retreat.     Tmo  ranges  of 
chevaux  de  fi  lib  were  alfo  funk  in  the  channel, 
confifting  of  large  pieces  of  timber,  ftrongly 
framed  together,   in  the  manner  ufual  for  the 
foil ndatiou  of  wharfs  in  deep  vv^ater.     Several 
large  points  of  barbed  iron,  projetting  down  the 
river,  were  annexed  to  the  upper  parts  of  thefe 
chevaux  de  frife,  aud  the  whole  was  funk  with 
ftones^  fo  as  to  be  about  four  feet  under  the  wa- 
ter at  low  tide.     Their  prodigious  weight  and 
ilrength,  could  not  fail  to  effeft  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  any   vefl'el  which    came  upon   them* 
Thirty   of  thefe    machines   were    funk   three 
hundred   yards    below    fort  Miftiin,    ftretch- 
ing  in  a  diagonal  line  acrofs  the  channel.    The 
only  open  paflage  between  two  piers,  lying  clofc 
to  the  fort,  was  fecured  by  a  ftrong  boom,  and 
could  not  be    approached    but   in    a    direct 
line  to  the  battery^     Another  fortification  was 
creeled  on  a  high  bank   on  the  Jerfey  fhore^ 
called  BiUingfport,  and  oppofite  to  this  another 
range  of  chevaux  de  frife  was  depofited,  leaving 
only  a  narrow  and  fliallow  channel  on  the  one 
fide.     There  was  alfo  a  temporary  battery  of 
two  heavy   cannon  at  the  mouth  of  Mantua 
Creek,  about  the  midway  from  Red  Bank  to 
BiUingfport. 
iftoa.         A    DETACHMENT    uudcr  coloncl   Sterling, 
^**^/"^"     croifed  the  Delaware,  and  taking  pofleffion  of 
^  BiUragfport 
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Blllingfpott  without  oppofition,  enabled  captain  CHAP, 
Hammond,  of  the  Roebuck,  partially  to  remove   v3S2/ 
the  lower  line  of  cheyaux  de  frifc ;  but  the  two     »777. 
upper  lines  ftill  remained,  with  the  foils  which 
defended  them,  in  pofleffion  of  the  Americans. 
Such  was  the  pofition  of  affairs    when   lord 
Howe,  after  a  boifterous  paHagc,  arrived  with 
liis  fleet  from  the  Elk  river,  and  ancliored  oh 
the  wcftCFn  iliore  from  the  town  of  Newcaftlc 
down  to  Reedy  I  Hand. 

At  this  period,  Wafliington  having  gamed  A&\<m  at 
intelligence,  through  two  intercepted  letters,  of  xSwu** 
the  expedition  againft  Billingfport,  and  re- 
ceived reinforcements  of  fifteen  hundred  men 
from  the  forts  in  the  iflands,  by  way  of  Peek's 
Kill,  and  one  thoufandfrom  Virginia,  decamp- 
ed at  leven  in  the  evening  from  Skippack  jdoa. 
Creek,  difiant  about  feventeen  miles,  and  at  ith, 
dawn  of  day  attacked  the  fortieth  reginient, 
pofted  at  the  head  of  German  Town,  and 
obliged  them  to  retreat.  The  commanding 
officer,  lieutenant-colonel  Mufgrave,  placed  five 
companies  in  a  large  ftone  houfe  in  the  village 
fronting  the  enemy,  thus  arrefling  their  career, 
while  the  Britiih  troops  got  under  arms.  Wafli- 
ington furrounded  this  houfe  with  a  brigade, 
and  four  pieces  of  cannon,  but  Mufgrave 
refufed  to  furrender,  and  from  the  windows 
did  confidcrable  execution  till  afTiftance  ar- 
rived. The  Americans  were  foon  defeated,  and 
compelled  to  retreat;  which  by  favour  of  a 
thick  fog  they  effected  w'ith  all  their  artillery : 
their  lofs  amounted  to  fourteen  hundred  killed, 
Avounded,  and  prifoners ;  that  of  the.  Bxitifli  to 
fix  hundred,  including  general  Agnew  and  CO- ' 
lonel  Bird.  Wafhington  was  guilty  of  aa 
egregious  error  in  delaying  his  progrefs  to  he- 
fiege  the  ftone  houfe :  it  he  had  left  a  corps  to 
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CHAP,  obferve  it,  and  proceeded  with  his  main  forc€ 
^^XK     the  total  defeat  of  the  Englifli  army  was  ex- 
T777.     tremely  probable. 
Attack  on       The  grand  obje6l  of  freeing  the  navigation 
Red  Bank,  ^f  i\^q  Delaware  was  eagerly  purfued  by  the 
Englifli,  and  no  lefs  vigoroufly  opposed  by  the 
enemy.     Wafljirigton,  dcfpairing    of   making 
another  effeftual  attack  on  the  Britifli  force, 
detached  large  reinforcements  to  the  garrifons, 
and  encouraged  exertion  by  liberal  promifes  of 
xeward.     Since  the  capture  of  Billingfport  the 
•    Americans  had  negligently  been  permitted  to 
%%d  oa..    fortify  Red  Bank,  which  was  now  attacked  by 
a  detachment  under  count  Donop,  a  brave  anil 
high  fpirited  German  ofticer.     He  advanced 
to  the  alVault  through  a  moft  tremendous  fire, 
not  only  from  the  works  but  from  the  gallies 
and  floating  batteries  on  the  river ;  drove  the 
enemy  from  an  extcnfive  out^rork,   and  com- 
pelled them  to  take  flielter  in  the  redoubt,  which 
for  want  of  fcaling  ladders  could  not  be  forced; 
and  it  was  owing  to  this  unpardonable  negleft 
that  this  refolute  band  had  the  mortification 
of  feeing  the  fruits  of  their  gallantry  elude  their 
grafp.  The  brave  Donop,  extended  on  the  earth, 
his  thigh  fraftured  by  a  muflvct  ihot,  could  not 
accompany  his  troops  in  their  retreat,   w-hich 
was  no  lefs  perilous  than  their  onfet :  he  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  expired  in  a 
few  days. 
I^ft  of         The  lofs  of  land  forces  in  killed  and  wound- 
the AuguC.  ed  was  about  four  hundred;  but  this  was  not 
MtfUju      *^^  whole  amount  of  the    difafter.      Several 
Hoops  of  war  were  ordered  to  move  up  the 
river  to  affift  in  the  attack ;  two  of  them,  the 
a  3d.         Augufla  and  Merlin,  ran  aground  ;  on  the  fol- 
lowmg  morning,,  during  an  attack   from  the 
enemy,  the  Augufta  took  fire  and  blew  up  with 
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a  Few  of  the  crew  ;  and  all  efforts  to  float  the  chap. 
Merlin  failing  in  their  effeft,  flie  was  abandoned    XXXJ. 
and  burnt.  1777. 

Preparations  for  reducing  Mud  Ifland  TKecne- 
proceeded  (lowly,  on  account  of  the  natural  "^enrfT* 
impediments;  and  when  they  were  finifhed,  fome  taken. 
clays  elapfed  before  the  fleet  could  co-operate  in 
the  attack.     At  length,  a  vigorous  cannonade,  ,5th  to 
in  every  direftion,  compellea  the  enemy  to  re-  i7thNoT. 
tire ;  the  redoubt  at  Red  Bank  was  abandoned 
on  the  approach  of  lord  Comwallis ;  the  greater 
part  of  the  American  veflels  were  burnt;  the 
chevaux  de  frife  were  with  ditficulty  weighed, 
and  the  Delaware  atl^ft  opened. 

Washington   bein^   reinforced    by   four  Wafhuig* 
thoufand   men  from   the  northern  army,  en-  J^IJj*"'^ 
camped  at  White  Marfli,  an  advantageous  fta-  v/hS* 
tion,  about  fourteen  miles  from  Philadelphia.  Marih. 
General  Howe,  in  hopes  of  bringing  him  to  an  4ihto9tli 
engagement,  quitted  Philadelphia,  and  hovered  ^^^ 
for  feveral  days  about. the  American  camp, 
forcing  their  outpofts,  and  endeavouring  by 
every  manoeuvre  to  urge  them  to  action,  but 
finding  at  length  all  his  efforts  unavailing, 
he    returned  to  the   city,    and   Wafliington, 
unwiUing  to  relinquifli  his  ftrong  pofition,  fuf- 
fered  the  rear  of  the  Engliih  to  retire  unmo- 
lefted. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year,  Wafliington  re-  HuttWt 
moved  from  White  Marfli  to  Valley  For^e,  vS^* 
where  he  took  up  his  winter  quarters,      ne  Foi«t. 
preferred  this  fituation  to  a  more  comfortable 
and  convenient  refidence  in  Lancafler,  York, 
or    Carlifle,   becaufe  it   afforded  him  better 
means  of  reprefling  the    difpoiition    of   the 
country  to  defert  the  caufe  of  congrefa,  and 
narrowed  the  influence  of  the  Britifli  com* 
maiiders  to  the  very  fpot  of  their  refidence. 

Lift  His 
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CHAP,   His  troops  were  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  deplorable 
^^^    mifery,  that  their  march  from  one  place  of  eii- 
t^T].     campment  to  the  other,  might  be  traced  by  the 
blood  which  their   bare  feet  left  in  the  fnow, 
and  hundreds  were  without  blankets.     It  con- 
veys a  ftrong  inftance  of  Waibington's  influ- 
ence over  thefe  men,  that  lie  not  only  iiiduced 
them  to  brave  with  him  the  inclemency  of  a 
whole  winter,  but  to  undertake  the  difficult 
and  unufual  talk  of  building  huts  for  their  re- 
iidence,  as  a  fubftitute  for  tents  :   nor  is  it  Icfs 
honourable  to  the  charafter  of  this  general, 
that  once  only  on  an  urgent  neceflity,  he  ven- 
tured to  fupply  the  wants  of  his  troops,  by  & 
compulfory  requilitibn  :  he  took  this  ftcp  M'ith 
infinite  regret,  and  teftilied,  without  delay,  his 
repugnance  ever  again  to   practice  a  iimilar 
expedient. ' 
sirWil-        On   the  part  of   the   I3riti/1>  general,   the 
jiamH^  tranfadions  of  the  campaign  might  be  confi- 
wioter       deicd  glorious.     He  began  late,  and  is  accufed 
quarters,    of  not  Contracting  the  utmoil  advantage  from 
his  fucceffes  ;  but  he  gained  two  brilliant  vic- 
tories in  the  field,  drove  the  enemy  before  him, 
took  the  city  which  was  tlie  feat  of  goverD- 
ment,    and   repeatedly   braved   the  American 
army  to  a  new  conflitl ;  yet  the  Britifh  caufe 
was  not  advanced  ;  the  rival  army  maintained 
a  pofition  within  eighteen  miles  of  the  city, 
and  all  Howe's  advantages  were  reduced  to 
the  acquifition  of  comfortable  winter  quaiter* 
in  Philadelphia. 
of*X*Ca.      Gen'erai.  BuKGOYNE  condudcd  the  cam- 
nadiaa       paigu  in  the  North:  his  appointment  wasin- 
.  army.        atifpicious,  as  it  occafioned  a  meritorious  and 
efleemed  officer,  Sir  Guy  Carlcton,  to  rcfigu 

'  See  Waftiingtoii*^  LetUrt.  vol,  ii.  p.  222, 
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his  government  in  difguft.     From  this  expe-  chap. 
dition,  and  the  profperous  fituation  of  affairs  y^^ 
at  the  end  of  the  laft  feafon,  the  higheit  expecla-     i777* 
tions  were  formed  :  a  body  of  fcven  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  feventy-three  veteran  troops, 
exclufive  of  a  corps   of  artillery,  abundantly 
fuppiied,  and  led  by  feleft  and  experienced  of- 
ficers, was  fent  from  England ;  and  vaft  quan- 
tities of  military  ftores  were  furnillicd  for  the 
ufe  of  Canadians  who  fhould  enter  the  Britilh 
fervicc. 

Several  nations  of  favasres,  on  the  back  fet-  obferva- 
tlements  and  borders  of  the  Wefiern  lakes,  ioin-  "°»«<'«tn« 

I     "I  -  n    ^-  1-1  *•     "^  '   1       employ- 

ed this  army,  a  tranlaaion  which  was  ieverely  mcntof 

cenfured  in  print,  and  in  the  Britilh  feuate.  In  ^»vagcs, 
the  declaration  of  independence  the  American 
cougiefs  made  fimilar  complaints,  but  without 
fufficient  reafon.  The  employment  of  fubfi- 
diary  forces  in  any  war,  foreign  dr  civil,  is  aprac- 
tice  in  which  all  nations  concur,  and  againft 
which,  in  general,  no  arguments  are  advanced, 
except  fucn  as  arife  from  prejudice  and  party 
heat  The  Indians  had  been  engaged  in  former 
wars  by  the  Americans,  the  French  and  the  Eng* 
liih,  without  exception  or  reproach.  But  in  tlie 
prefent  cafe,  it  m  as  faid  that  the  Americans  being 
our  brethren,  and  the  Indians  untutored  and  re* 
morfelefs  favages,  they  ought  not  to  have  been 
retained  as  the  allies  of  Britain.  From  reiterated 
wcongs,  from  cruelties  and  injuries,  which  de- 
grade thofe  who  praftife  them  far  more  tha^i 
merely  following  the  impulfes  of  uncultivated 
nature,  thefe  favages  were  become  the  inveteiutc 
and  implacable  foes  of  the  American  colonifts. 
The  earlieft  accounts  from  the  American  fettlers 
M'ere  replete  with  narratives  of  wars  between 
them  and  the  natives,  with  accounts  of  efforts  to 
cajole  them  into  fubjeftion,  and  of  maflacrcs 
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CHAP,   which  enfued  from  their  endeavours  to  maintain 
xxxr*    undifturbed  pofleflion  of  their  oM'n   territories 

"^^^ji  The  force  and  purfe  of  Great  Britain  had 
often  been  exerted  in  defending  the .  colon ifts 
againft  thefe  favages ;  and  the  Americans,  with 
wicked  policy,  called  in,  for  their  fubjugation, 
an  ally  more  efi^'eAive  and  dreadful  than  the 
mufketor  thefword — the  fmall-pox ;  with  which 
contagion  they  contrived  periodically  to  in^ 
ft6l  thefe  ignorant  people.  *  A  ftatc  of  hof- 
tility  was  therefore  natural  betwefen  the  Ame- 
ricans and  the  favages,  and  no  more  was  necef- 
fary  than  for  Great  Britain  to  withdraw  her 
forces  from  prote6ling  the  colonies,  to  incline 
them  to  take  up  arms.  Their  ferocity  in  vic- 
tory was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  their 
unikilfulnefs  in  confli6l ;  and  perhaps  was  grofsly 
exaggerated,  in  order  to  furniih  popular  topics 
of  declamation,  and  give  foundation  for  the 
accufation  urged  againft  the  king  in  the  de- 
claration of  congreis. 

In  this  mode  of  confidering  the  fubjefli 
perhaps  the  ufe  of  fuch  auxiliaries  might  be 
juftified  in  the  abftrad;  but  in  fa6t  the  Ameri- 
cans had  no  right  to  complain,  for  they  firft 
afibciated  the  favages  with  them  in  attacking ' 
the  Engliflj.  None  of  thefe  people  were  en- 
gaged in  the  king's  fervice,  till  the  adion  at  the 
!edars  in  1776;  whereas  in  the  campaign  of 
the  preceding  year,  a  body  of  Indians  ii^'as 
brought  down  againft  his  majefty's  troops  in 
New  England,  and  the  Northern  provinces. 
The  committee  of  Carolina,  early  in  the  fame 
year,  fent  a  deputation  to  the  Cherokees,  not 
merely  to  engage  them  to  take  up  arms,  but 
alfo  to  invite  the  affaflination  of  an  offenfive 

•  Tocker^t  T^^i  v.  Dcdlcatiori  p.  lu 
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individual.     Early  in  1776,  an  attack  was  alfo  CHAF. 
made  on  the  Ifle  of  Tybee  by  Indians,   and   yj^^ 
Americans  difguifed  like  them,  who  with  their     »777' 
habit  adopted  their  manner,  and  fcalped  feve- 
ral  mariners  and  a  fliip's  carpenter.  *     In  ta6l, 
it  appears  from  incontrovertible  evidence,  that 
from  the  firft  moment  of  refolving  on  hofti- 
lities,  the  Americans  were  anxious  to  employ  the 
Indians  on  their  fide ;  that  they  maintamed  an 
afitive  intercourfe  with  them,  by  means  of  mif- 
fionaries,  and  when  they  foujid  at  laft,  that  the 
Enpjlifli,  having  more  refourccs,  and  a  greater 
facility  in  making  prefents,  could  more  effec- 
tually attach  the  Indians  to  their  caufe,  they 
reluftantly  gave  up  the  attempt,  and  contented 
themfelves   with  requiring  only  their  friend- 
Ihip  and  neutrality.  ■ 

As  it  was  Burgoyne's  intcreft  to  keep  his  ^"«'-  ^ 
regular  troops  as  much  as  poffible  together,  the  ^para*. 
inhabitants  of  Canada  were  obliged  to  furnifli  tiom. 
men  fufficient  to  occupy  the  woods  on  the  fron- 
tiers, prevent  defertion,  procure  intelligence, 
and  intercept  all  communication  between  the 
enemy  and  the  malecontcnts  in  the  province. 
They  were  alfo  required  to  provide  men  for  the 
completion  of  the  fortifications  at  Sorel,  St, 
John's,  and  Ifle  aux  Noix,  and  horfes  for  the 
carriage   of   provifions,    artillery,   and  (lores, 
and  were  employed  in  repairing  the  roads  which 
were  deftroycd  by  thefe  i)reparations. 

Having    completed   thefe   arrangements,  i6th  June. 
Burgoyne  departed  from  St.  John's,  preceded  Heanive* 
by  a  naval  force,  under  commodore  Lut^vych,  point^**' 

<  Anfwer  to  the  declaration  of  the  American  congreft,  p.  leS. 

*  Wa(hington*t  Lettert»  ▼ol.  ii.  p.  48. 174.  See  alfo  a  very  can- 
did account  of  all  the  tranfaftions  between  the  infurgents^  the  Britilh» 
9nd  the  fayages,  in  Ramiay**!  Hiliory  of  the  American  Kcvoiuiion, 
Tol#  ii.  c.  xviii. 
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CHAP«  y^hich  the  enemy  coiUd  not  oppofe ;   and  the 
^J^^    troops  being  landed  without  refiftance,  vere 

i777f      encamped  at  and  ntar  Crown  Point. 
Warfeaft.      In   this  pofition,  the  general  gave  a  war 
feaft  to  the  Indians,  accompanied  with  an  ex- 
a9th  June,  hortation  to  abftain  from  cruelty,  and  ilTued 
prociama-  ^  proclamation,  fomewhat  pompous  and  florid, 
'     '         but  in  its  general  tenor  fufficiently  moderate. 
Itdifplayed  the  motives  by  which  Great  Britain 
was  impelled  to  take  up  arms,  defcribed  in  ani- 
mated terms  the  tyranny,  cruelty,  and  hypo- 
crify  with  which,  under  pretence  of  fecuring 
liberty,  and  promoting  the  caufe  of  religion, 
the  congrefs  oppreffea  the  people  of  America. 
It  promifed  encouragement  and  employment  to 
thofe  who  would  arm  in  the  Britilh  caufi^  pro- 
te6lion  to  the  domeftic,    induftriouf,    infirm, 
and  even  to  the  timid,  provided  they  would 
remain  at  home,  and  ofttr  no  impediment  to 
the  progrefs  or  fupplies  of  the  army  ;  and  en- 
gaged that  payment  in  folid  coin,  at  an  equi- 
table rate,   fliould  be  made  for  all  provifions 
brought  to  the  camp.     The  health,  difcipline, 
and  valour  of  the  troops  were  defcanted  on  in 
boaftful  phrafe ;    the  celerity  and  certainty  of 
deftru6lion  by  the  Indian  forces,  were  exhi- 
bited in  a  figurative  ftyle,  analogous  to  their 
mode  of  oratory ;  and  the  vengeance  of  the 
ftate  was  denounced  againft  thofe  who,  not- 
withftanding  the  conciliatory  endeavours  of 
the  general,  fhould  ftill  continue  infeSed  with 
the  frenzy  of  hoftility.      "  The  meffengcrs  of 
"  juftice,  and  of  wrath,  "    he  faid,    "  await 
them  in  the  field ;  and  devaftation,  famine, 
and  every  concomitant  horror,  that  a  re- 
luctant, but   indifpenfable    profecution    of 
"  military  duty  muft  occafion,  will  bar  tho 
"  way  to  their  return."    As  Burgoyne's  force 
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coTififted    of  Britifh  and  German   regiments,   chap* 
with  light  troops,  compofed  of  Indians  and    xxM,^ 
Canadians,  the  obje6l  of  this  verbofc  proclama-      ,^7^^ 
tion  was,  at  once  to  (timulate  general  exertion 
in  a  caufe  felt  only  by  the  IJritiih  corps  as  a 
matter  of  national  interclr,  and  to  alarm  the 
enemy,    on  account  of  the   probable   confe- 
qences  of  an  Indian  attack,  however  reftrained 
by  the  general's  regulations,  and  the  proniifesof 
their  chiefs. 

The  Americans,  fmce  they  had  obtained  Fortifi«i. 
polTcflion  of  Ticondtro'2.'a  and  Crown  Point,  croWn 
had  increafed  the  ftrength  of  the  fortifications,  Point  and 
and  extended  tlie  means  of  defence  -by  works  '^»^°"^*' 
on    Mount  Independence,    which    they    had 
united  to  Ticonderoga  by  a  ftrong  bridge  of 
twenty -two  funk  piers.     Had  thel^  fortifica- 
tions been  futficiently  manned,  they  could  long 
have  withilood  all  the  efforts  of  the  Britifli 
army  ;    but  general  St.  Clair  had  only' three 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-fix  Americans, 
lYicluding  nine  hundred  militia,  badly  equipped 
and  worle  armed,  for  the  defence  of  pofitions 
which  required  three  times  that  number. 

On  liis  arrival  at  Crown  Point,  Burgoync  i«AJ«ne. 
iffued  orders  to  his  army,  in  which  he  told  them  "^'^^-^ 
that  the  fervices  required  were  critical  and  con- 
fpicuous ;  occafions  might  occur,  in  which  nor 
aifficulty,  nor  labour,  nor  life,  were  to  be  re- 
garded ;  but  the  army  muft  not  retreat.  His 
firft  objed  being  the  capture  of  Ticonderoga^ 
in  a  few  days  he  had  nearly  furrounded  the 
works  of  that  fortrefs,  by  the  German  regi- 
ments under  general  Reidefel,  and  of  Mount 
Independence  with  the  Britilh  ;  while  generqji 
Philips  ereded  a  battery  on  Sugar  Loaf  Hill^ 
which  in  a  great  degree  commanded  botfa^ 
though  not  nearer  than  fixteen  hundred  yards^ 

The 


5^t  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND. 

CHAP.  The  Americans,  for  \vxint  of  numbers,  had  not 
^^JJ^    been  able  to  occupy  this  height     Thus  cir- 
1777*      cumftanced,  St.  Clair  called  a  council  of  War; 
and    his   officers    unanimoufly   agreeing  that 
their  whole  force  could  not,  even  if  on  con- 
ftant  duty,  prevent  the  capture  of  the  place,  a 
cth.  July,    retreat  was  effefted  by  night  towards  Skenes- 
Ae'wttny.  ^^^ough,  the  baggage,   provifions,   and  ftores 
.         '  being  difpatched  in  batteaux.     When  the  dawn 
enabled  the  Britiih  forces  to  difcern  this  un- 
cxpe6led   event,    a   purfuit  was   commenced; 
commodore  Lutwycn  removed  fome  ponder- 
ous, but  imperfect  obftruclions   funk  in   th6 
water ;    and   major  Carter  of  the  Britifh  ar- 
tillery,   with    gun-boats    manned    as    in    the 
preceding  year,  overtook  part  of  the  enemy's 
veffels  at  Skenefborough,  captured  five,   and 
obliged  them  to  dcftroy  all  their  preparations 
at  that  place.     Burgoyne  advanced  with  the 
main  body  to  South    Bay,  which  the  enemy 
evacuated,  fetting  fire  to  their  mills,  works, 
and  ftore-houfes. 
Aaionbc-       Brigadier-general  Fuazer,  being  dc- 
twcen  gc,    tachcd  to  purfuc  the  fugitives   by  land  from 
DcraiFj-a-  Mount  Independence,  overtook  their  rear,  con- 
coionci       fitting  of  fifteen  hundred  chofen  troops,  under 
Francis,     the   Command  of  colonel  Francis,  and  com- 
menced an  enoao-ement  near  Huberton,  though 
greatly  inferior  in  numbers :    the  arrival   of 
iome  Germans  under  general  Reidefel,  who, 
by  a  feint,  made  his  force  feem  greater  than  it 
really  was,   decided  the  day  ;  the  Americans 
precipitately  fled ;  their  commander,  with  feve- 
ral  other  ofiicers,  and  two  hundred  men,  were 
killed ;    a  fimilar  number    captured,    and  fix 
hundred  are  fuppofcd  to  have  died  of  their 
^^ounds  undifcovered  in  the  woods.     Another 
divifion  of  the  garrifon  was  purfued  by  colonel 
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Hill,  who  routed  them  with  great  (lauffhter,  chap. 
compelling  them  to  retreat  to  the  heights  of  ^^i 
Fort  Edward,  after  fetting  fire  to  Foit  Anne.      »77T- 
On  the  defeat  of  colonel  Francis,   St.  Clair,  itthjuiy. 
after  a  fatiguing  march,  joined  general  Schuyler 
atFortEdwardjWhferethe  whole  American  force, 
including  militia,  did  not  exceed  four  thou- 
fand  four  hundred  men  ;*  and   if  the  country, 
within  a  reafonable  diftance,  could  have  been 
reckoned  upon  for  the  fubfiftence  of  an  army, 
Burgoyne  might  have  followed  his  fuccefles, 
and  eiFeftually  prevented  the  formation  of  any 
American  corps,  to   check  the  progrefs  of  his 
troops  to  New  York,  unlefs  Walhington  moved 
againft  him.    But  as  the  obtaining  of  neceflaries 
could  ndt  be  rendered  certain,  his  fole  depen- 
dence was  on  fupplies  of  fait  provifions  from 
England,  brought  through  Canada,  and  over 
the  lakes  Champlain  and  George,  with  infinite 
labour. 

PuRSt)  IKG  his  route  to  Albany,  by  the  road  5|^^*^ 
leading  from  Skenefborough  to  Hudlbn's  river,  of  Bnr- 
Burgfoyne  experienced  inconceivable  difficul-  goync'» 
ties  and  delays.     The  dillance  was  only  a  few      ^' 
miles ;  but  nature  and  the  eiforts  of  the  enemy 
had  clogged  it  with   accumulated    obftacles* 
The  Americans,  under  the  direftion  of  general 
Schuyler,  felled  large  trees  from  a  continued 
foreft  on  both  fides  of  the  road,  and  into  Wood 
Creek,  fo  as  to  fall  acrofs  with  their  branches 
interwoven.     The  face  of  the  country  being 
broken  with  creeks  and  marflies,  they  had  no 
lefs  than  forty   bridges  to  conftruft,    one  of 
which  was  over  a  morafs,  two  miles  in  extent. 
This  difficult  march  could  not  be  avoided  in 

*  St*  Clair  was  trieil  by  a  court-martial  for  cowardice,  incapa« 
City,  and  treacher  in  evacuating  Ticonderoga,  tmt  honourably 
acquitted* 


pafiin 
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CHAP,  pafling  from  Skenefborough   to  Ticonderoga; 

3fxXL  ii  «^as  not  pofliblc  to  proceed  by  tlie  fide  of 
1777.  lake  George,  (there  being  no  road  for  thirty- 
fix  miles)  and  boats  mult  have  been  drawn  for 
the  army  over  land  by  men,  from  Saw-mill 
Creek  on  lake  Champlain,  into  lake  George,  a 
diftance  of  nearly  two  miles.  This  decided 
Burgoyne  to  proceed  in  two  columns,  tlic 
troops  in  general  paffing  by  Skenefborough, 
while  the  fmall  corps,  for  which  boats  could 

14th  to      be  got  into  lake  George,  took  that  route,  co- 

•9th  July,  y^f^ji  ]^y  fome  artillery,  in  gun-boats.      The 

Americans  had   a  force  of  that  kind  on  the 
lake,  but  finding  it  infufficient  for  refiftance^ 
deftroved  it  as  the  Britifli  advanced. 
TheAme-      This  flow  progrefs  aftbrded  the  Americans 
ricans  re-    timc  to  rccruit  their  forces,  and  revive  entliufi- 
fwcw^**^   afm.     The  difcomfited  and  retreating  army  was 
reduced  to  two  thoufand  feven  hundred  men  ; 
but,  placed   between  the  inhabitants  and  the 
Britifli  general,  they  formed  a  point  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  abated  the  panic  of  the  people; 
their  exertions  verified  the  obfervation  of  St. 
Clair  on   abandoning  Ticondefoga,    that  he 

lotb  July,  l^^^l  loft  ^  P<^ft>  ^^t  faved  a  ftate.'  Burgoyne 
Prodama-  having  iffucd  a  proclamation,  requiring  de- 
Burgoyne-  P^itations  of  ten  perfons  from  each  townihipto 
attend  him  at  Skenelborough,  Schuyler  pub- 
a^'scbu  -  ^*^hed  a  counter-proclamation,  reciting  with 
icr.  exaggerations  the  violences  committed  by  the 

Britilh  army  in  New  Jerfey,  exhorting  the 
people  not  to  attend  to  the  promifes  of  the 
general,  on  pain  of  being  confidered  traitors, 
and  commanding  the  militia  to  join  him  with- 
out delay.  Thefe  demands  were  more  than 
complied  with;  an  nniverfal  alacrity  prevailed  ; 
the  formalities  of  convening,  draughting,  and 

T  See  bis  letter  to  congrefs,  Rememfai-ancer^  vol.  r,  p.  357. 

appointing 
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appointing  officers  were  difpenfed  with;  and  chaF* 
numbers  flocked  in  with  their  arms,  on   the  '  xxxi. 
mere  perfuafion  of  general  danger.     The  em*      1777. 
ployment  of  fo  large  an  Indian  force,  with* 
out  letting  them  ufe  their  naturally  cruel  mode 
of  M'arfare,  and  the  conlequent  appearance  of 
exaggeration  in  difplaying  its  terrors,  contri- 
buted to  this  effeft  in  the  minds  of  the  Ameri- 
cans,  while  the  Indians,  deprived  of  plunder 
and  fcalps  by  Burgoync  s  injunctions,  gradually 
<lefert^d  when  no  more  prefents  were  expefted  ; 
and,    as  fome  were  fifteen  hundred  miles  dif- 
tant  from  home,  an  early  retreat  was  neceflary 
to  reach  their  residence  before  the  upper  lakes 
were  frozeit. 

The  New  England  ftates  being  very  po- 
pulous, an  army  poured  in  from  the  woods 
and  mountains  as  well  as  the  towns,  which,  by 
reinforcements  from  other  provinces,  foon 
amounted  to  thirteen  thoufand  men  :  inflamed 
by  daily  declamations  againft  Britilh  and  In- 
dian   cruelty,*   and  animated  with  the  hope 

*  The  principal  inftance  of  Indian  cnielty,  aad  wfiich  was  co- 
piouUy  defcanted  on  both  in  America  and  England,  \v;is  theftory  of 
Mifs  Macrea.  ThU  unfortunate  cveni,  dlvefied  of  all  rhetorical 
and  paity  appendages,  is  thus  related  by  Ramfay:  (Hiflory  of  the 
American  Revolution,  v.  ii,  p.  37,)  «  This  young  lady,  in  the  inno- 
**  cence  of  youth,  and  bloom  of  beauty  }  the  daughter  of  a  fteady 
*<  loyalift,  and  engaged  to  be  married  to  a  British  officer,  was,  on 
*<  the  very  day  of  her  intended  nuptials,  tnafTacred  by  the  favage 
*<  auxiliaries  attached  to  the  Britilh  army.  Mr.  Jsnes,  her  lover, 
**  from  an  anxiety  for  her  fafety,  engaged  fome  Indians  to  remove 
**  her  from  amon^  the  Americans,  and  promifed  to  reward  the 
*'  perfon  who  (hould  bring  her  fafe  to  him,  with  a  barrel  oi  rum. 
•*  Two  of  the  Indi.ins  who  had  conveyed  her  fome  di (lance,  on 
**  the  way  to  her  intended  hulband,  difputed  whicb  of  them  fhonld 
**  prefent  her  to  Mr.  Jones.  Both  were  anxioos  for  the  reward. 
"  One  of  them  killed  her  with  his  tomahawk,  to  prevent  the  other 
**  from  receiving  it.  Burgoyne  obliged  the  Indians  to  deliver  up 
*<  the  murderer^  and  thieatened  to  put  him  to  death.  Uis  life  was 
'<  only  fpared  upon  the  Indians  a^emg  to  terms,  which  the  general 
**  thought  would  be  more  efficacious  than  an  execution^  in  prevent* 
*'  iflg,  imiltf  miichiefi.** 

that 
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CHAP,  that  the  royal  army,  by  pufliing  forward 
^^^^^  through  a  country  deftitute  of  provifions, 
1777*  would,  in  the  end,  be  incapable  of  advancing 
or  retreating,  for  want  of  fupplies. 
siege  of  When  Burgoyne  quitted  Canada,  brigadier- 
lanwia.  g^p^ral  St  Lcger  was  detached  with  two  hun- 
dred Britifh,  two  hundred  American  loyalifts, 
and  a  number  of  German  chafleurs,  to  meet 
four  hundred  Indians,  making  up  a  force  of 
about  a  thoufand  men.  He  proceeded  by  tlie 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  croffing  lake  Ontario, 
between  Niagara  and  Ofwego,  invefted  Fort 
Stan^vix  with  this  force,  and  eight  light  field 
pieces,  not  being  able  to  carry  a  befieging  ar- 
tillery, and  hoping  to  fucceed  by  an  allault, 
«thAug.  Q|.  ii^Q  terror  of  the  Indians.  A  party  of 
militia  fent  to  raife  the  fiege,  under  the  com- 
mand of  general  Harkimer,  were  defeated  by 
the  Indians  in  a  very  gallant  a6lion,  but  they 
.  loft  a  great  many  of  their  warriors,  and  the 
garrifon,  unawed  by  the  failure  of  this  atp 
tempt,  and  undaunted  by  infinuations  of  the 
ungovernable  ferocity  of  the  Indians,  refiifed 
to  Turrender.  Two  enterprizing  officers,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel Willett,  and  lieutenant  Stock- 
well,  paffing  by  night,  undifcovered,  through 
the  works  of  the  befiegers,  imparted  to  Schuy- 
ler the  fituatiou  of  the  fort.  A  body  for  itg 
relief  had  already  been  difpatched  under  gene- 
ral Arnold ;  but  before  their  arrival  St.  Leger 
had  relinquiihed  the  attempt.  A  pcifon  de- 
puted from  the  ganifon  alarmed  the  Indians  by 
accounts  of  the  vaft  force  which  was  coming  to 
attack  them ;  and  made  fuch  a  deep  impreffion 
on  this  part  of  St.  Leger's  army,  that  part  of 
them  decamped,  and  the  reft  threatened  to 
follow,  unlefs  the  Britifh'  commander  would 
%td  Aug^  yg^g^j     St  Leger,  ^hus  deferted  by  great  part 

of 
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of  his  force,  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  opera-  chap. 
tions  with  fuch  precipitancy,  that  the  tents  and  xxxL 
confiderable  quantities  of  ftores  fell  into  the  1777. 
hands  of  the  ganifou.  The  Indians,  v^hofe 
barbarities,  unreftrained  by  the  fevered  injunc- 
tions, and  reported  with  malignant  exaggera- 
tions, had  been  highly  prejudicial  to  the  Britiih 
caufe,  difappoiuted  of  other  plunder,  began 
pillaging  the  baggage  and  provifions  of  the 
liritifh  troops.  Such  was  the  termination  of 
an  enterprize  from  which  Burgoyne  expefled  a 
diverfion  in  the  firft  inftance  of  the  enemy's 
force,  and  finally  an  addition  to  his  own  by  a 
junftion  with  general  St.  Leger,  at  the  point 
where  the  Mohawk  river  falls  into  the  Hud- 
fon's,  between  Saratoga  and  Albany. 

DuiUNG  this  attempt  upon  Fort  Stanwix,  Expeditkm 
Burgoyne  conceived  that  a  rapid  move  forward  ^««^ 
would  be  productive  of  general  advantages;  '  ^^* 
but  the  difficulty  of  cnfuringprovifions,  and  the 
want  uf  ox-teams,  carriages,  and  other  necef- 
faries,  making  that  a  moft  hazardous  under- 
taking, he  was  induced  to  fend  a  party  for 
the  purpofc  of  obtaining  a  fupply  from  the 
enemy's  ftores  near  Bennington.  Deluded  by 
erroneous  ftatements  of  the  amicable  difpofitions 
of  the  country,  he  detached  a  force  confifting 
only  of  fix  hundred  men.  The  Germans  M^re 
felecSed  for  this  purpofe,  as  the  country  was 
equally  favourable  for  their  employment  in  this 
as  any  other  detached  operation  from  the  main 
force,  and  general  Reidelel's  own  difmounted  re- 
giment of  dragoons  formed  a  part  of  the  force 
in  order  to  procure  horfes,  as  Burgoyne  had  no 
other  cavalry.  The  whole  was  commanded  by 
colonel  Baum.  On  the  fecond  day  of  his 
march,  after  obtaining  fome  flight  fuccefles, 
lie  was  informed  that  the  enemy  wereaffembling 
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in  great  force  from  New  Hampftiire  and  the 
borders  of  Connedicut,  for  the  defence  of  Ben- 
nington.  He  tliereftwe  halted  at  Walloon  Creek, 
and  after  taking  the  beft  podtion  in  his  power  at 
St.  Creik's  Mills  near  Bennington,  difpatcheda 
n;effenger  to  apprize  Burgoyneof  hisfituation. 
A  body  of  five  hundred  German  grenadiers  and 
light  infantry  was  fent  to  his  fuccour,  under 
lieutenant  colonel  Breyman;  but  owing  to  bad 
roads,  and  other  impediments,  this  corps  did  not 
advance  twenty-five  miles  in  thirty  hours  ;  and 
before  their  arrival,  Starke,  an  American  gene- 
ral, who  was  proceeding  with  troops  from  New 
Hampfliire  and  Maflachufl'et's  Bay,  to  reinforce 
Schuyler,  deviating  from  his  route,  joined  co- 
lonel Warner  at  Bennington.  Baum,  attacked 
by  their  united  forces,  made  a  vigorous  defence, 
endured  a  galling  fire  of  mulketry  for  near  an 
hour,  and  three  times  drove  the  enemy  from 
commanding  ground  ;  but  their  numbers  con- 
tinually augmenting,  and  the  colonel's  force 
being  decreafed  by  the  defertion  of  the  Indians 
and  other  irregular  corj^s,  the  Germans  were  at 
length  broke  and  driven  into  the  woods,  leav- 
ing their  commander  mortally  wounded  on  the 
field.  The  \"i6tors  immediately  advanced  to 
the  attack  of  Breyman,  who  expended  all  his 
ammunition  in  a  gallant  refiftance,  and  was 
then  compelled  to  ^ek  fafety  by  retreating  to 
the  main  armv,  whicli  advanced  to  receive  nim 
at  Batten  Hill.  The  lofs  in  thefe  two  a<5tions 
was  fix  hundred  men.  The  misfortune  was 
principally  owing  to  the  accidental  palling  of 
general  Starke's  corps,  and  the  dilficulties 
which  prevented  Breyman  from  reaching 
Baum  before  he  was  attacked,  by  which  they 
vere  defeated  feparatcly.  It  has  been  objefted 
to  Burgoyne  that  he  fent  German  regiments  on 
s  this 
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this  bufinefs.  The  truths  of  their  clofe  forma-r  chap. 
tion  unfittino:  them  for  wood  fiehtins:,  and  their  .  xxxi. 
being  heavily  armed,  are  unqueftionable  ;  but  ^777. 
the  Germans  formed  half  tlie  army,  and  were 
growing  jealous  at  not  being  confided  in  for 
detached  duties.  Their  dragoons  Avere  fcnt 
from  England  to  mount  themfelves  for  fervice, 
from  which  it  appears  that  they  M^ere  originally 
felefted  to.afl^  in  the  mod  woody  part  of  tlie 
country  ;  though  their  fervices  were  on  this 
occafion  unfortunately  mifapplied  by  the  ge- 
neral. Neceflity  probably  occafioned  the 
whole  difafter.  Minifters  could  difpatch  no 
other  troops  but  Germans,  and  Burgoyne  was 
compelled  to  employ  them ;  but  an  army, 
compofed  of  different  nations  and  interefts, 
could  not  be  relied  on  for  exertions  in  propor- 
tion to  its  numbers. 

This  misfortune,  and  the  failure  of  St.  Le-  EfFcat  of 
ger's  operations,  formed  the  leading  features  in  ^^*  ^^^^  ^ 
the  ruin  of  Burgoyne's  expedition,  and  he  heard 
of  both  nearly  at  the  fame  time.  The  expedi- 
tion againft  Bennington  proved  that  the 
Brunfwickei-s  could  not  well  be  employed  fe- 
parately,  aud  the  Americans  felt  lefs  aj^prehen- 
lion  at  that  fuperiority  of  difcipline  which  in  an 
open  country  would  have  given  the  Germans 
a  decided  advantage.  A  party  of  America^ 
loyalifts,  on  their  way  to  join  Burgoyne,  attaclxr 
ed  themfelves  to  Baum's  corps,  and  were  dc- 
ftroyed  with  it,  which  prevented,  in  a  great 
meafure,  fimilar  attempts  to  join  the  royal  army. 
The  Canadian3  and  Indians  who  effeded  their 
jretreat  from  Baum  qind  Breynian's  coips,  de- 
tailed with  exaggeration  the  valour  of  the 
Americans  who  had  driven  them  back,  and 
difpirited  their  countiymen  who  had  not  been 
jn  adion,   fo  that  a  very  extenfive  defe6Hon 

yoj-;  ij.  M  M  .    took 


650  HISTORY   OF   ENGLAND, 

CHAP,  took  place  among  the  Indians,  and  the  Cana*' 
,^^J^-  dian  boatmen  and  drivers  employed  with  the 
1777.     army  took  every  opportunity  to  return  home, 
although  it  was  known  that  many  were  killed 
by  the   Indian  d^ferters,  who  thus  obtained  ^ 
fcalpjto  exhibit  as  a  trophy.  ■ 
Gttet  The  Americans  on  the  other  band,  unufecj 

Ihflmt  to  fuccefs  for  a  long  period,  felt  its  full  force, 
ricaxit,       and  flocked  to  the  ftandard  of  general  Gates^ 
whom  congrcls  had  appointed  to  arreft  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  Britiih  and  German  forces. 
Burjoync        BcRCOYNii,  who  had  croffcd  the  Iludfon's 
Hudfon'g    river  by  a  bridge  formed  of  felled  trees,  cut  in 
JUrcr.       lengths  and  fattened  together,  fell  back  upon 
Duer's  Houfeto  cover  the  convoy  of  provifions 
from  Canada,  and  having  no  other  rcfource  in 
contemplation,  except  the  co-operation  of  ge-r 
ner?>l  Howe's  army,  feut  an  officer  to  Albany 
for  intelligence, 
fsih  Sept.      Having    by   immenfe    labour   coUefted  ^ 
»dvan.ce»    njonth's  fait  provifions,  Burgoyne,  qnder  all  thefe 
g^  *^  "  difcouragements,  determined  to  advance,   ac- 
cordingto  inftrii6tions  which  he  conceived  to  be 
fo  peremptory,  and  conneded  with  the  general 
operations  of  the  king's  forces  in  America,  that 
he  did  not  even  attempt  to  fhelter  himfelf  under 
the  opinion  of  a  council  of  war,  but    again 
croffed  the  Hudfon's,  and  took  poft  on  tlie 
heights  of  Saratoga,  giving  up  all  communica* 
tion  with  his  magazines  in  Canada, 

*  The  manrer  of  obtaining  thcfebarbirous  tropbicB  is  no  obieft 
of  confideration  amoog  the  Indians,  cunning  being  at  much  refpc^i- 
fid  as  valour  by  a  people  whole  fubGftence  depends  principaUy  or 
hunting.  For  this  reafon  the  rewards  which  Burgoyne  gave  tothe 
Indians  for  livfng  priibnei^f  bore  no  eftimarion  in  companion  with 
fheir  fcalps,  and  great  difgull  was  occaiioned  bv  reilh^ing  them  it 
this  point ;  at  lead  it  was  made  a  (Iron^  ground  for  quittiQg  him ;  h 
that  while  he  was  abufed  by  the  Amentans  for  cruelty,  the  ladiani 
ijf&rted  him  for  the  want  of  it,  and  thus  be  fuffertd  the  iifual  incoaTe* 
nicncc  which  atunds  half  meafuies. 
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After  paflTmgfpme  days  in  repairing  roads,    chap. 
fer    approaching  the    American   forces,    Bur-   yj^^^ 
goyne^s    army    again    advanced    in    feveral      »777. 
fcolumns,  the  grenadiers,  light  infantry,  ninth,  g^jji^^jf 
twentieth,  twenty-firft,  twenty-fourth,  and lix-  StiilWattr. 
ly-fecond  Britifh  regiments  on  the  right,  with 
their  artillery,  taking  two  roads  on  the  heights, 
and  through   the  woods,  to  Freeman's  Farm. 
•  The  Germait  regiments  of  Rhetz,Specht,  Rejde- 
fel,  and  Hefle  Hanau,  infantry,  with  Breymau's 
grenadiers   and    chafleurs,    and  part   of  the 
forty-feventh    Britifh  regiment,   folIoM^d  the 
great  route  to  Albany  by  the  river  fide,   for  the 
lecurity  of  the  baggage  and  provifions  floated 
down  in  boats,  or  drawn  in  carriages  on  this, 
the  only  good  road. 

O  F  the  five  hundred  Indians  originally  with 
the  army,  not  more  than  fifty  now  remained 
ivho  were  attached  to  the  Britifli  column  on  the 
right,  with  two  hundred  American  loyalifts,  and 
eighty  Gatiadian  light  infantry. 

About  noon  the  Americans  under  Arnold, 
l^ho,  the  preceding  day,  had  fired  upon  fome 
ftraggleis,  attacked  the  Britifli  corps  with 
great  fpiHt,  and  afevere  conflift  continued  un- 
til dufk,  when  Phillips,  who  commanded  the 
left  column,  brought  Up  the  Germans  to  join  in 
a  general  charge,  which  was  completely  fuccefs- 
ful,  tiie  Americans  being  driven  within  their 
lines.  This  advantage  was,  however,  dearly 
purchafed,  moft  of  the  artillery-men  were  killed 
at  their  guns,  and  th6  fixty-fecond  regiment 
loft  more  than  two  thirds  of  its  effeftive  foldiers ; 
the  other  Bfitilh  corps  alfo  fuifered  in  a  great 
proportion,  and  in  the  courfe  of  this  day  Bur- 
goyne's  force  fiiftaiued  a  lofs  of  more  than  fix 
hundred  men. 

The  Americans  certaihly  loft  an  equal  num* 
ler,  but  they  had  now  tried  their  ftrength  ^vith 
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every  nation  oppofed  tx>  them,  and  Burgoyne 
beinij  obliged  to  halt,  for  the  coUeftion  and  caie 
of  his  wounded,,  produced  the  effefl  of  a  defeat, 
and  encouraged  a  fpirit  of  enthufiafm  through- 
out the  Avhole  of  the  Ne^v  England  ftates,  which 
Gates  foon  felt  by  reinforcements  of  every  de- 
fcription,   many  perfons  even  bringing  their 
own  provifimis,  as  well  as  ammunition,  to  his 
army. 

A  tuRTHKR  misfortune  had  befallen  Bur- 
goyne,  on  the  day  preceding  this  action,  the 
Americans  having  fecretly  detached  a  corps  to 
his  rear,  futprifed  three  companies  of  the  fifty- 
third  regiment,  atid  deftroycd  the  boats  on 
lake  George,  which  had  been  employed  in  the 
conveyance  of  provifions  ;  and  though  unequal 
in  numbers,  and  wanting  artillery  for  the  cap- 
ture of  Ticondcroga,  an  attempt  was  made  upon 
!t,  as  well  as  Diamond  Ifland,  in  the  middle  of 
the  lake,  where  there  was  a  depot  of  ftores  for 
the  Britifh  army. 

Thus,  in  faft,  was  the  retreat  of  Btirgoyne 
effeftually  prevented  ;  and  with  a  fupefior  army 
in  his  front,  lie  judged  it  prudent  to  wait  events- 
and  intelligence  from  the  fouthw^afd,  ftrength- 
cning  the  pofition  which  he  had  taken  after 
ihe  action  of  the  iQth  of  Septembei',  between 
Freeman's  Farm  and  Still  Water. 

Finding  his  difficulties  daily  augmenting,^ 
his  numbers  diminrihed  to  Icis  than  fix  thou- 
fand,  and  reduced  to  half  the  ufual  allowance 
of  provifions,  the  forage  exhaufted,  horfes 
perifliing  for  want,  and  no  apparent  profpe6l  of 
relief,  Burgoyne  refolved  on  a  defperate  attempt 
to  diflodge  the  enemy  from  their  pod  on  the 
left  In  order  to  cannonade  them  out  cf  their 
pofition,  he  advanced  wrth  fifteen  hundred  men; 
but  this  detachment  had  fcarcely  formed  with- 
in 
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m  half  a  mile  of  the  enemy's  intrencliments,   CHAP, 
\vhen  they  were  fuddenly  attacked  by  a  fupe-    ,^2/j 
tior  force  under  Arnold,  and  obliged  to'  retreat     '777« 
to  their  camp  with  the  lofs  of  fix  pieces  of  can- 
non.   They  had  hardly  gained  the  lines,  when  ^*''*"5 
a  furious  alfault  was  made  on  them  by  the  Ame-  *^^^*^*^ 
ricans,  which  was  repulfed  in  the  Engliih  quar- 
ter, and  Arnold  wounded  ;  but  the  German  in- 
trenchments  were   carried,   Colonel  Breyman 
killed,  about  two  hundred  prifoners  taken,  and 
general  Frazer  mortally  w^ounded.      # 

Thus  critically  fituated,  Burgoyne  changed  Cbanpt 
his  pofitlon,  with  great  ability  and  celerity,  in  ^^J^* 
thcnightafterthea6Hon ;  theenemy  cohfequent- 
ly  nttade  a  new  difpofition,  but  although  greatly 
fuperior  in  numbers,  and  etated  with  fuccefs,. 
prudently  declined  an  engagement,  in  the  hopes 
of  furrounding  the  Britifli  army.  Burgoyne,  gth  Oft. 
perceiving  this  intention,  fell  back  in  two  days  Falls  btcfc 
tnarchby  Dovegot  Houfe  to  Saratoga,  unoppoled  Jog^** 
by  the  enemy,  breaking  the  roads  and  bridges  in 
his  retreat.  Being  unable  to  remove  the  wounded^ 
who  were  very  numerous,  for  want  of  carriages^ 
he  left  them  in  tents,  under  the  care  of  Dr. 
Hayes,  as  head  of  the  medical  department,  with 
afliftants  equally  well  cholcn,  and  orders  to 
fend  out  a  flag  of  truce,  conveying  a  recom- 
mendation of  them  to  the  human  it  v  of  general 
Gates  and  his  army,  in  all  of  which  general 
Bufgoyne's  expcdations  weremoft  perfeftly  rea- 
lifed.  Thus  difembarrafled,  he  halted  at  Sara- 
toga, precluded  from  a  retreat  to  lake  George, 
or  Skenelborough,  by  a  corps  of  Americans, 
collected  in  force  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  Hud- 
fon's  river;  which  equally  prevented  an  endea- 
vour once  thouiJ:ht  of  to  retire  in  the  nisrht 
to  Fort  Edward,  and  wait  events.  Thi^  march 
was  m  fome  meafure  arranged,  each  foldier 

being 
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CHAP,  being  dire6ied  to  carry  a  few  days  provifiotis 
^^^J;^  on  his  bacik,  but  it  was  afterwards  given  up,. 
1777.     when  it  was  difcovered  that  the  heights  of 
Fort  Edward,  and  every  other  communication 
with  Canada,  was  occupied  by  the  American^ 
and  that,  even  in  the  event  of  luccelsfully  reach- 
ing Fort  Georg^,  the  army  muft  furrehdet  for 
waint  of  provifions  or  boats  to  crofe  the  lake, 
which  had  been  deftroyed  by  the  Americans,  in 
their  expedition  on  the  1 8th  of  September,  to 
prevent  his  retreat  to  Ticonderoga. 
tiAba.        Enfeebled  by  daily  loflcs,  his  provifions 
Calls  a      reduced  to  eight  day's  fubfiftence.  and  num-* 
^^  ^    hers  of  his  German  foldiefs  being  enticed  td 
defert  and  become  fettlers,   Burgoyne  called 
a  couiicil  of  war,  at  which,  hot  only  field  of- 
ficers, but  captains  affifted  ;  arid*  it  was  unani- 
moufly  refolved  to  enter  into  a  convention 
Arrangeta  with  Gat6s,  for  furrendcr  of  the  army.     Tlie 
eonven-      convention,  after  fomedifcuflious,  was  adjufted, 
and  confidering  the  increafing  force  and  advan- 
tageous fituation  of  the  Americans,  the  terms 
x€tb  oa    "^^^'^  unexceptionable.      The  troops  were  to 
march  out  of  their   intrenchments  with  the 
honours  of  war  to  a  certain  diftance,  where 
they  were  to  leave  their  arms  and  artillery  : 
they  were  to  have  a  free  paflage  to  Great  Bri- 
tain in  tranfports  from  Bofton,  on  condition 
of  not  ferving  in  America  again  during  the 
war,  unlefs  exchanged.     The  rcraaihing  arti- 
cles related  only  to  the  march  of  the  troops 
to  New  England,  the  return  of  the  Canadians 
tt>  their  homes,  and  the  treatment  of  the  other 
officers  and   foldiers,  until  embarked  for  Eu- 
.    ibpe.  ^ 

Gates 

*  Burgoyne  infifted  on  the  ueord  convention,  mffead  of  capitola* 
tioi)>  beiog  ufedi  in  order  to  aliimilate  it  to  the  treaty  of  Clofteriirren 

in 


Gates  liavinx  every  thing  to  hope  from  chap. 
fcis  prefeat  fuccels,  and  from  fpeedily  reinforc-    ^^^^j 
ing  Wafhington's  army,  fuffered  his  original  -^'777. 
draft  of  articles  to  be  modified,  fo  as  to  pre-  tio^^ 
vent  a  further  efFufion  of  bipod,  and  fpare  as  Gates. ' 
much  as  poili^le  the  feelings  of  Burgoync's 
troops,    Atthemomentof  theirfurrender, every  Surrender 
circumftance  was  avoided  which  could  be  con-  o^theBn- 
ftrued  iijto  an  appearance  of  triumph.     The 
Americans    remained   in   their  lines  till  the 
Britiil)  and  German  regiments  had  piled  their 
arms  ;  the  captive  generals  were  received  with 
refpeft  and  kindneft;  a  number  of  the  princir 
pal  officers  of  both  armies  met  at  general  Gates' 
quarters,  and  feemed  to  forget,  ii^  focial  and  con- 
vivial pleafures,  that  they  had  been  enemies. 
The  foldiery  received  rations  of  frefli  provi- 
fioiis  from  the  American  cpmmiffaries,  and  pro- 
ceeded inftantly   on  their  march  to  Bollon, 
having  no  communication  with  the  American 
troop3,  for  fear  of  difputea.* 

NuMEi^ous  complaints,' and  contradictory  ?"'^?** 
fillegations  and  inferences,  neceflarily  aroie  ci^ton, 
from  the  cQndu6l  and  iffue  of  this  affair.     A 


ui  the  feven  years  war,  (1756  to  1763}  entered  into  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland  with  a  view  to  faving  the  difgrace  of  a  common  fur* 
yender,  and  by  preventing  all  idea  of  the  troops* being  priibners  to  any 
power  vf  hjch  might  afterwards  join  the  Americans^  l^e  hoped  to  get 
them  employed,  fo  as  to  enable  Qreat  Britain  to  fend  an  equal  number 
of  men  to  Amerifu  in  the  fpring. 

c  The  number  of  men  furrcndercd  was  5752,  of  whom  1100,  be; 
Ing  Canadian  volunteers,  were  by  the  articles  permitted  to  return  t 
|iS  were  left  in  the  bofpital  when  Bnrgoyne  began  his  retreat  to 
Saratoga  |  and  it  is  coimjuted  that  in  the  other  a6lion8»  from  the  6tl| 
^f  July  to  the  time  ot  capitulation,  the  lofs  in  lulled,  wounded, 
priloners,  and  deierters,  was  1933.  The  artillery  and  ftores  captured, 
confided  of  35  brafs  cannons  and  mortars,  and  7000  ftand  01  arms, 
beiidcB  the.  military  cheft,  large  quantities  of^ordnance  (lores,  cloath* 
ing  for  7000  provincials,  tents,  and  other  articles.  The  papers  laid 
before  parliam^t  iiluftrative  of  this  campaigp,  in  all  its  pans,  are 
^ubliiheo  in  the  parliamentary  regiiler. 

CO-p 
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CHAP,    co-operation  was  cxpefted  from  Sir  William 
XXXI.     Howe,  which  he  was  unable  to  eifeft  in  con- 
«777.      fequence  of  his  march  to  Philadelphia.     Sir 
Henry  Clinton  was  afterwards  folicited  toaffift, 
but  no  blame  attaches  to  him.     This  general 
,  was  ftationed  at  New  York  with  a  fmall  for,^, 
limited,  in  confequence  of  a  mifunderftandi..g 
between  him  and  Howe,  to  a  bare  fufficiency  for 
defence,   and  under  an   exprefs  prohibition  to 
^p«-   .     undertake  any  operation  which  could  endanger 
TOthe  ^^  ^^^  c^^y-     I^^  received,  at  a  late  feafon,  a  rein- 
North        forcement  of  feventeen  hundred  recruits  from 
"^^*         Europe,  Avhich  enabled  him  to  commence  an 
expedition  up  the  Noith  river,  for  the  purpofe 
of  conquering  fome  forts  M^hich  prevented  the 
paflage  of  Britifli  veffels  to  Albany,  and  of  open- 
ing a  communication  with  Burgoyne,  when  he 
fhouldhavefucceeded  in  his  enterprize,  of  which 
at  that  period  he  had  not  intimated  a  doubt* 
Take*  Thrke  thoufand   men  were  convoyed  by 

1^*  ^  commodore  Hotham  to  Verplanks  Point,  which 
•ndMont-  lord  Rawdon,  aid-de-cainp  to  Clinton,  had  been 
fwawy-  ^  difpatched  to  reconnoitre  in  ^  frigate,  but  had 
not  been  able  to  approach  fufficiently  near  to 
^oa.  afcertain  the  prafticability  of  landing.  The 
difembarkation  was  effected  without  reliftancej 
and  Putnam,  deceived  by  the  feint,  haftened  tq 
occupy  the  paffcs  on  the  eaftern  fliore,  with  two 
thoufand  men,  drawn  principally  from  the 
forts,  convinced  that  Clinton  intended  pulhing 
through  the  eaftern  highlands  tq  join  JJurgoyne. 
The  Britiih  general,  at  day-break,  palfed  over 
to  Stoney  Point,  on  the  Weft  Gd^  of  the  river, 
with  two  thoufand  one  hundred  men,  leaving 
the  remainder  to  defend  Verplank's.  They 
marched  acrofs  the  Donerberg,  a  f^eep  inoun- 
tain,  which  overhangs  the  river,  and  where,  as 
the  path  only  admitted  three  men  abreaft,  a 

fraaU 
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fmall  guard,  could  have  impeded  their  progrefs.   chap* 
The  Americaps  had  negledted  this  precaution  ^^^^* 
from  a  confidence  that  no  attempt  would  be     1777. ' 
made;   the  troops  palTed,  and  aifailed  at  tl^e 
fame   moment   Fort    Montgomery  and  Fort 
Clinton,  divided  from  each  other  only  by  a 
Creek  called  Poplop's  Kill.    Colonel  Campbell 
commanded  the  attack  on  Fort  Montgomery, 
which,  not  being  ftrongly  fortified,  was  foon 
taken  without  any  lofc  worthy  of  notice,  except 
that  of  the  brave  leader  of  the  divifion. 

FoKT  Clixton  was  built  on  a  rocky  ele- 
vation, and  could'  be  approached  only  over  a 
pals,  between  a  lake  and  a  precipice,  covered 
with  felled  trees,  and  commanded  by  ten  pieces 
of  artillery.  It  was  neceflary  to  attack  both 
the  forts  nearly  at  the  fame  time,  and  to  delay 
the  attack  on  Fort  Clinton  till  the  engagement 
at  Fort  Montgomery  fhould  be  judged  to  have 
become  ferious.  Night  rendered  the  movements 
of  the  troops  lefs  expoled,  and  they  proceeded 
in  total  filence,  under  a  tremendous  fire,  to  the 
foot  of  the  work,  where  they  puflied  each  other 
ujp  into  the  embrafures.  After  a  fliort  conflidt 
the  rampart  was  cleared  ;  the  Americans,  re-* 
tiring  benind  the  efplanade,  fired  a  laft  volley, 
and  laid  down  their  arms.  Notwithflanding 
this  provocation,  the  aflailants  fhewed  a  digni- 
fied moderation  in  victory :  not  a  man  was  flain 
but  thofe  who  fell  in  the  ftruggle  on  the  ram- 
parts. One  hundred  and  forty  Britiih  troops 
were  killed  and  wounded  ;  amons;  the  former 
were  captain  Stewart,  major  Skill,  and  count 
Grabowiky,  a  Polilh  volunteer,  who  in  his  laft 
moments  lent  his  fword  to  lord  Rawdou;  as  a 
teftimony  that  he  died  in  a  manner  not  un- 
worthy the  partner  of  his  dangers. 

VOJL.  II.  K  K  ThK 
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CHAP.      The  Americans  had  in  the  river  an  armed 
^J2°^  force,  confiding  of  two  ihips,  two  gallies,  and  an 
1777.     armed  floop,  for  the  prote6kion  ot  whichamaf- 
rican^"*"  fy  boom,  confifting  of  huge  rafts    of  timber 
burn  their    conne£led  by  cables,  and  an  iron  chain  weigh* 
**•'•         ing  upwards  of  fifty  tons,  were  ftretched  acrols 
the*  river  from  Fort  Montgomery  to  a  mount 
called  St.  Anthony's  Nofe.     This  bulwark  ef- 
feftually  fecured  the  fliips  from  attack  by  wa- 
ter ;  but  when  the  forts  were  taken,  their  fafety 
was  at  an  end.    The  Captains  filently  flipped 
their  cables  in  the  dark  ;    but  the  wind  fruf- 
t rating  their  attempt  to  efcape,  they  fired  the 
veffels  with  all  their  fails  fet. 
Various         Fort  Constitution  was,  immediately  on 
f^^     the  capture  of  Forts  Montgomery  and  Clinton, 
tioat.        deftroyed  by  its  commandant ;  and  major  ge- 
neral Try  on  demolifhed  a  new  fettlement  called 
Continental  Village,  containing  barracks  for 
fiheen  hundred  men.   A  flying  fquadron,  under 
Sir  James  Wallace,  afcending  the  river,  fuc- 
ceeded  in  burning  a  great  number  of  American 
^othoa.   veflels.    A  military  dijtachment,  under  general 
Efopusf  *  Vaughan,  landed  at  Efopus  Creek,  and  after  a 
'  flight  refiftance  deftroyed  two  batteries  and  an 
armed  galley ;  the  general  then  continued  his 
march  to  the  town,  which  he  wantonly  burned 
to  alhes,  with  a  great  coUefilion  of  ftores  and 
provifions.      This    expedition   did    important 
injury  to  the  American  intereft :  the  troops  re- 
turned in  fafety  to  New  York. 
Howe*t         When  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  commencing 
orders,       ^j^j^  fpirited  Undertaking,  he  wrote  to  general 
Howe,  imparting  his  intentions,  with  his  notions 
of  their  importance,  but  without  difguifing  his 
opinion  that  the  attempt  on  the  forts  was  def- 
perate,  though  it  niight  be  tried  without  en- 
dangering 
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^angering  New  York.     Howe,  alarmed  at  the  c  h  ap, 
vigour  difplayed  by  Waihington,  in  the  attack    ^^, 
on  German  Town,  difcouraged  Clinton's  pro-      ^ryr* 
je&y  and  ordered  him,  unlefe  fpeedy  fuccefs 
was  certain,  to  defift,  and  difpatch  the  troops  . 
intended  to  be  fo  employed,  to  his  affiftance  at 
I^hiladelphia-  This  letter,  had  it  been  received 
in  time,  would  have  prevented  the  execution 
of  Clinton's  plan.    When  he  had  taken  the  ciinton't 
two  foils,  he  was  a  hundred  and  thirty-fix  miles  '"^^V 
diftant  from  Burgoyne  :  he  had,  foon  after  his  Burgoyn^ 
departure  from  New  York,  received  a  letter, 
requefting  him  to  make  a  diverfion,  which  the 
operation  he  was  then  engaged  in   was  well 
calculated  to  efFeft ;  but  Burgoyne  having  yet^ 
met  with  no  check,  didnotfolicit  aid.  The  day 
after  the  capture  of  the  forts,  an  officer  in  difguiie  6th  Oft* 
arrived  ;  but  he  only  reprefented,  that  if  Bur-   - 
goyne  did  not  hear  of  co-operation  by  the  tenth 
of  Odober,  he  Ihould  be  obliged,  by  the  fear 
of  wanting  provifions,  to  retire  to  Fort  Ed- 
ward.    General  Clinton  would  then  have  ad- 
vanced to  his  relief,  but  found  it  imprafticable 
to  remove  the  impediments  in  the  river,  and 
fecure  the  requifite  ftore  of  provifions  within 
the  time.     He  had  already  commiffioned  gene- 
ral Vaughan  to  proceed  with  feventeen  hundred 
men  as  high  as  his  pilots  could  cany  him,  to 
co-operate  with  Burgoyne,  and  even  join  him 
if  neceflary.     General  Vaughan  had  advanced 
a  hundred  miles ;  he  was  ftilT  forty  diftant  from 
Albany,  and  muft  have  traverfed  fixty  more  to 
reach  Burgoyne ;  but  foon  after  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  Efopus,  he  wrote  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  «9** 
that  he  could  obtain  no  certain  intelligence, 
though  what  he  did  learn,  filled  him  with  appre- 
}if  ^fion. .  B^rgoyne's  furrender  had  then  already 
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CHAP,  taken  place.     Had  Clinton    endeavoured    to 
^2^^^   nlove  forward,  Putnam  was  in  fufficient  force 
»777.     to  fruftrate  the  attempt,  and  Gates's   army, 
flufhed  with  fuccefs,  had  no  immediate  opera- 
.tion  to  occupy  them  after  Burgoyne's  furren- 
der.  He  therefore  executed  all  that  was  poffible, 
according  to  the  ftate  of  his  information,  and 
the  extent  of  his  force,  in  making  the  diverfion, 
which  he  expeAdd  would  have  covered  the  ge- 
neral's retreat  to  Ticonderoga ;  but  he  could 
not  take  the  forts,  penetrate  to  Albany,  and 
aflerwards  maintain  the  communication  ;  and 
Burgoyne'§wantof  provifions  muft  have  pbliged 
him  to  furrender  without  a  force  fufficient  to 
open  the  country  for  fupplies**. 

<  In  this  chapter,  helides  the  papers  publiflied  hj  aathonty  of  par^r 
l»ment>  the  hiftoriet«  atxl  the  periodicil  works,  I  have  coDfaltsd 
the  pamphlets  of  bir  William  Howe*  general  Burgoyne,  Mr.  Gallo. 
i^ay»  and  many  anonymous  writers,  and  have  been  affifled  by 
higtJy  valuable  private  information. 


APPENJMX. 


[541  3 


,^Mi^^u*mmimKM^^t  ■       i       i  


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X, 

PRECIS  of  Letters  relative  to  the  interfer- 
ence of  France  between  Ruffia  and  the 
Porte. 


ZiOrd  Stormontj  embajfador  at  Paris,  to  the  Secretary 

of  State, 

March,  1773. 

XITis  loagcoiiverfation  with  due  d-AngaiUon  ooTael^ 
•■^  day  30th  March.  The  duke  reS  to  him  part 
of  adifpatch  from  M.  Durand,  dated  3d  March,  dwelt 
longon  the  ambitious  views  of  Ruffia,  her  demands  on 
the  Porte,  and  her  aimiug  to  reign  defpotically  in  the 
INcHrth  hv  regulating  the  government  of  Sweden,  and 
%y  attackiog  that  kingdom  in  concert  with  Denmark 
•—that  France  could  not  tamely  look  on,  and  fee  her 
noft  ancient  ally  treated  in  that  manner.  Muft  fup- 
port  Sweden,  if  attacked,  being  bound  thereto  by  every 
tie  of  intereft  and  honour.  Lord  Stormont  anfwered, 
that  much  depended  on  the  mode  of  fupporting 
Sweden,  and  that  there  wa?  one  particular .  mode 
Great  Britain  could  not  receive  with  indifference— 
that  the  king  wiflied  to  avoid  whatever  could  diflurb 
the  good  harnM>ny,  and  his  lordfhip  hoped  France 
would  avoid  the  only  pierrc  d'achoppement  in  the 
way.  Tlie  duke  faid  we  always  backed  our  friendly 
profeffions  with  a  declaration  which  infilled  on  France 
giving  up  her  honour,  by  abandoning  her  old  ally 
threatened  with  deftru6lion,  and  that  France  could 
not  do  that.  On  lord  Stormont's  perceiving  that  the 
duke  feemed  to  hope  we  would  not  carry  things  to  ex- 
tremity, his  lordflxip  explained  fully  and  clearly,  that 
»  French  fleet  in  the  Baltic,  mufl  draw  a  Bhtifli  one 

thither 
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thither  too— -propofed  tliat  France  might  give  other 
fuccour&— that  if  the  two  fleets  went  to  the  Baltic,  the 
French  fleet  would  be,  in  effedl,  no  fuccour  to  Sweden. 
That  neutrality  on  both  fid(^s  would  anfwer  the  fame 
purpofe.  No,  fays  the  duke,  it  will  not  anfwer  one 
great  purpofe,  (viz.)  the  (living  the  honour  of  France. 
Lord  Stormont  fully  explained  that  he  had  never  faid, 
that  the  Britift  fleet  that  would  follow  the  French  fleet 
wopld  attack  it,  but  could  not  fay  what  accidents 
would  happen  from  two  fleets  in  the  fame  feas^— 
thought  he  left  the  duke  thoroughly  perfuad^  of  our 
being  refolved  on  what  we  had  often  declared,  but  he 
feared  France  was  gone  too  far  to  recede.  If  they  fee 
US  upon  our  guard,  and  either  keep  pace  or  get  be- 
fore them,  will  operate  more  ftrongly  than  any  d^la* 

ratign, 

■i 

(Private.)  Paris,  4th  ApriF. 

A  COUNCIL  had  been  held  at  Verfailles  28th  Mfurch| 
in  which  the  duke  declared  that  Sweden  demanded 
and  preffed  for  the  promifed  fuccours ;  he  was  anfwered 
that  he  might  arrange  matters  with  the  comptrollers 
general ;  he  replied  that  Sweden  would  not  accept  a 
lubfidy,  but  infilled  on  a  fecours  de  force.  This  was 
ftrongly  objefted  to  by  fome  members,  who  were  of 
opinion  tliat  other  great  powers  would  not  look  on 
fuch  a  ftep  with  indiflPerence,  and  it  might  lead  to  a 
general  war.  The  duke  perfifted  in  his  opinion,  faid 
that  a  fleet  of  fourteen  fail  might  be  equipped  in  a 
month  ;  that  England  would  not  oppofe  that  ft^p,  and 
Holland  would  aflifl;.  The  French  king  was  out  of 
humour,  and  the  members,  after  declaring  their  fenti- 
mcnts,  faid  no  more. — Duke's  opinion  prevailed,  and 
orders  were  fen  t  imm^iately  to  Breft,  for  arming  twelve 
fliips  of  the  line  and  two  frigates,  on  board  which 
were  to  be  feven  thpufand  failors.  This  was  fo  much 
above  the  ufual  complement,  that  it  was  fujipofed  to 
include  officers  and  foldiers  under  the  name  of  failors. 
He  was  informed  early  that  morning,  the  4th  of  April, 
that  the  armament  atBrefl:  would  not  take  place,  but 
that  an  armament  was  ordered  immediately  at  Toulon, 
for  twelve  or  thirteen  fliips,  capable  of  being  ready 
very  foon,  under  pretence  of  exercifing  the  failors. 

•^  His 


\ 
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His  informer  exprefsly  added^  thai  the  feven  thoufand 
failors  at  Breft  were  not  countermanded, 

(Private.) 

Palis,  7th  April,  1772. 

Duke,  in  the  conference  of  the  (ixth  infiant,  faid 
that  lord  Stx)rmont  might  confider  the  armament  at 
Toblon  as  certain,  and  mention  it  as  fuch  to  his  court, 
that  orders  were  a&uaily  fent;  and  then  added,  cc 
ftra  une  Jhtte  devolatioHy  come  nous  en  avons  on 
tannee  pajjee.  Long  reafoninss  on  both  fides— lord 
Stormont  with  a  proper  firmnel^  declared,  that  though 
he  had  not  in  the  former  difcourfe  mentioned  the 
Mediterranean,  yet  the  argument  he  had  before  made 
ufe  of,  applied  full  as  ftrongly  to  the  Mediterranean 
as  to  the  Baltic,  and  on  afking  the  duke  if  he  ierioully 
meant,  that  he  fhould  fay  tlie  fleet  was  only  meant 
for  evolutions,  he  replied  that  he  meant  it,  but  that  it 
was  indeed  poQible^  qu'dle  pafjtroU  au  Jecours  dt  la 
Suede. 

(Privat^.) 

Paris,  21ft  April,  1773. 

Lord  Stormont  had  heard  that  in  a  council  held 
the  I2th  of  April,  the  duke  had  given  a  candid  and  fair 
report  of  their  converfations,  and  that  the  refolutiouof 
the  council  was  unanimous,  by  which  he  hoped  it  was  a 
moderate  one.  That  towardis  the  end  of  the  week,  which 
muil  be  about  the  15th  or  l6'th,  it  was  reported  about 
Paris,that  the  armament  at  Toulon  was  fufpended  or  con- 
fiderably  reduced^-this  was  confirmed  on  the  Sunday 
evening  the  eighteenth.  On  the  aOth  he  faw  the  duke, 
who  faid,  in  a  carclefs  manner,  aujfi  avom  tious  donne 
ordre  defujpendre  rarmement  de  Toulon;  he  then  faid, 
that  two  frigates  only  would  be  fent  to  the  Archipe- 
lago, and  three  fhips  of  the  line  to  Breft,  to  which  de- 
partment they  belonged.  The  other  nine  Ihips  and 
the  frigates  deftined  for  the  Jiotte  d*erolution  would 
be  fufpended  till  the  latter  end  of  the  fummer,  when 
he  hoped  the  fitting  of  it  out  would  caufe  no  feni'atton, 
that  M.deGuines  had  orders  to  give  this  intelligence. 
He  added,  that  the  failors  that  were  to  have  been 

railed 
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raifed  and  fent  to  Toulon^  were  countermanded:  That 
thofe  aftually  arrived  there,  belonging  to  Provence 
and  Languedoc,  were  ordered  back;  thofe  from  Bour- 
deaux  would  be  Employed  to  navigate  the  three  (hips 
from  Breft.  On  the  fame  day  he  tald  fome  of  the 
foreign  minifters,  that  the  armament  was  fufpended 
till  July. 

27th  April,  1773. 

Lord  Stormont  had  a  conference  with  the  duke 
on  the 26th  April;  begun  by  faying,  fo,my  lord.yoo  are 
I  find  making  aconiiderable  armament.  His  lordihip 
anfwered  that  that  armament  had  been  ordered  in 
confequence  of  the  armament  at  Toulon,  ct  que  Icun 
demarche  rt^leroitnt  let  notres ;  this  was  thrown  out 
in  order  to  give  him  areafonable  expectation,  that  the 
late  change  in  their  refolutions' might  produce  afimi- 
lar  one  in  ours.  Lord  Stormont  fubmits  whether  it 
may  not  be  advifeable,  as  they  feem  difpofed  gently 
to  drop  the  deiign,  to  let  them  do  it  in  their  own 
way. 

Paris,  30th  April  and  ift  May,  1773. 

Had  a  conference  with  the  duke,  30th  April,  to 
clear  up  the  nial  entendu.  The  refult  was,  the  duke 
ilill  declared  that  the  armament  was  fufpended ;  that 
what  he  had  faid,and  what  count  de  Guines  had  writ- 
ten, ivas  in  eSeA  the  fame.  That  as  they  never  armed 
any  (hip  in  the  harbour,  the  faying  that  their  Ihips 
would  remain  in  the  harbour,  was  faying  that  they 
would  not  be  armed.^^He  added  tliat  he  had  feen  the 
orders  given  by  M.  de  Boyne,  which  were  explicit, not 
to  SLrmjufqu'  d  nouvd  ordre ;  repeated  what  he  had  faid 
on  the  SOth  April,  about  the  deftination  of  the  failors, 
and  added,  that  that  very  day  (30th  April)  M.  de  Boy- 
nes  had  obferved  to  him,  that  it  might  be  better  to 
countermand  the  baking  of  the  bifcuit,  and  meant  to 
give  orders  accordingly. 


END  OF  THE  SECOND    VOLUME. 
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